
DHR1 Virginia Department ofHi$toricResoqrces 

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FORM (PIF) for INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES 
Note: P IFs are prepared by applicants and evaluated by DHR staff and the State Review Board based on information 

known at the time of preparation. Recommendations concerning P IFs are subject to change if new information becomes 
available. 

DHR No. (to be completed by DHR staff) _____ ____ _ 

1. General Property Information 
Property name: GranRu Fmm 

Property address: -'3~8~7~R=-=-.civ--=-e-"-r ~R=d ____________ _ 
City or Town:_ E=lk=t~o=n ___ _ 
Zip code: 22827 

Name of the Independent City or County where the property is located: Rockingham County 

Category of Property (choose only one of the following) : 
Building __ Site Structure X Object __ 

2. Physical Aspects 
Acreage: __ lc....cl:_ ___________ _ 

Setting (choose only one of the following): 
Urban __ Suburban _ _ Town __ Village __ Hamlet __ Rural X 

Briefly describe the property's overall location and setting, including any notable landscape features: 

The structure is m1 antebellum barn dating to at least 1856 based on a carving on an external board 
underneath the bank barn's southside cantilever. It remains largely m1changed from its original design, 
except for the roof which is now standing seam in place of what was likely/originally wood shingles. It 
has a stone foundation, post and beam/hewn timber frame, and vertical pine siding. The original estate 
manor house ( circa 1820s) is standing on an adjacent parcel. The farmhouse now collocated with the 
barn was constructed in 1906 after the farm was divided in 1899 as part of the widow's dower (wife of 
JGH Miller; descendant of Adam Miller - 1st permanent settler in Shenandoah Valley). The entire farm 
is on a hill overlooking the Shenandoah River ' s South Fork. The farm is located on the river's west side 
and River Rd lies between the farm and river. The only other notable structure is a corn crib, still 
standing, near the barn, which is also shown in the 1899 dower survey. 
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3. Architectural Description 
Architectural Style(s): _ B_a_nk~B~a_rn _ _____________ _ 

If the property was designed by an architect, landscape architect, engineer, or other professional, please 
list here: ----------------------------
If the builder is known, please list here: ----=U~nkn==o~w=n'------------

Date of construction ( can be approximate): _~_18_5_6 __________ _ 

Narrative Description (Please do not exceed one page in describing the property): 
Briefly describe the property's general characteristics, such as its current use (and historic use if 
different), as well as the primary building or structure on the property (such as a house, store, mill, 
factory, depot, bridge, etc.). Include the materials and method(s) of construction, physical appearance 
and condition (exterior and interior), and any additions or other major alterations. 

It is a traditional Pennsylvania German bank barn measuring roughly 80 ft x 40 ft. Until about 15 years 
• ago, the post and beam barn had been in active use as part of the farming operation. For the past 50 
years it stored hay and grain, along with shelter for beef and dairy cattle. Not vastly different from its 
utilization as a prepping and storage barn for grain and livestock when originally constructed. Currently 
the barn is empty and free of remaining hay that was cleared out in 2022. It has remained largely 
unaltered since construction. The barn is intact and based on a structural integrity survey we had 
completed by Al Anderson (Timber Works of Interest, LLC) in 2023, discovered some vertical support 
beams on the main level are splitting at wooden peg joining points to horizontal supports due to stresses 
from the southside cantilever, which is pulling away. There is also powderpost beetle and termite 
damage to some of the beams. Facia boards, which hang vertically and are fastened with square cut 
nails, are missing in a few spots and one corner of the stone foundation is beginning to fail - a likely 
result of poor water management. The main horizontal support beams appear in good condition, solid 
hand-hewn logs, but several vertical supports located in the lower-level livestock pens are rotted where 
the wooden sill plate has contacted the ground. The wood is generally pine throughout. The main space 
is open with grain bays on one side. Signatures, and grain counts, written in pencil, exist on some 
interior boards in the barn which are from the 1800s. 
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In a bullet list, include any outbuildings or secondary resources or major landscape features (such as 
barns, sheds, dam and mill pond, storage tanks, scales, railroad spurs, etc.), including their condition and 
their estimated construction dates. 

• Corn crib- Stands roughly 40' from the barn's south-southeast comer. It is still standing and is 
generally in good condition considering few alterations have been made since its construction. The 
construction date is unknown, but it is present in an 1899 survey. It was likely built after the manor 
house (1820s) around the time the barn was constructed (1850s). The standing seam roof is missing on 
the NE comer which has allowed water to rot facia boards, purlins, and siding boards. The com crib is 
supported by old wooden powder barrels that were filled with concrete . 

• 
• 
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4. Property's History and Significance (Please do not exceed one page) 
Briefly explain the property's historic importance, such as significant events, persons, and/or families 
associated with the property. 
If the property is important for its architecture, engineering, landscape architecture, or other aspects of 
design, please include a brief explanation of this aspect. 

The barn was part of the original estate owned by Colonel Henry Miller III (10 Feb 1797 - 22 Jan 1873), 
the great grandson of Adam Miller (Mueller), recognized as the the first permanent European settler in 
the Shenandoah Valley (1703-1783 //VA Historic Landmarks Commission #JD-8). The bam and land 
parcel where it is located were separated from the original estate as part of a widow's dower, per 
Rockingham County Circuit Court records filed on 14 Sept 1899 and included in this submission. 

The barn has also been featured in local papers (e.g. Valley Banner, Thursday, June 26, 2014) because it 
was one of only a few that survived "The Burning" of infrastructure by Union General Sheridan in 
Rockingham County in 1864. That year Union troops conducted a 13-day burning in Augusta, 
Rockingham, Shenandoah, and Page Counties, after the defeat of Gen. Jubal Early's Confederate forces. 
Of the more than 1400 barns that were burned, this one was among only a small handful there were 
spared. Generally, only barns and mills owned by widows, single women and orphans were to be 
exempted. Since the barn was owned by Joseph George Harnesberger (JGH) Miller (1837-1899), an 
officer in the Confederate army's 10th Virginia under Stonewall Jackson, there would have been no 
reason it wouldn't have been reduced to ashes. According to the Miller's descendants, however, the 
barn was not destroyed because the wife of JGH Miller (1837-1899) convinced Union troops JGH was a 
Freemason. 
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• 
• 
• 
• 

Please list all sources of information used to research the history of the property, such as deeds, census 
and tax records, and/or published articles and books. (It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or 
family genealogies to this form.) 

5. Property Ownership (Check as many categories as apply) : 

Private: Public\Local Public\State Public\Federal 

Current Legal Owner(s) of the Property (If the property has more than one owner, please list each 
below or on an additional sheet.) 
name/title: Hunter and Christie Martin 
organization: 
street & number: 3 87 River Road 
city or town: Elkton - - ~- --------=- VA zip code: 
e -mail: HunterandChristie hone: 202.2 .9684 

., • Signature required.for processing all application.s. • • 

In the event of corporate ownership you must provide the name and title of the appropriate contact 
person. 

Contact person: 
Daytime Telephone: 

Applicant Information (Individual completing form if other than legal owner of property) 
name/title: 
organization: 
street & number: 
city or town: ____________ state: _ _____ zip code: 
e-mail: ______________ telephone: 
Date: _____ _ 

PLEASE DO NOT ATTACH CONTINUATION SHEETS TO THIS FORM. THANK YOU! 
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SIX GENERATION CHART 

Compiled by ______ _ 

Date 
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GranNu Farm  
Aerial Map, Rockingham County GIS 

 

GranNu Farm  
Aerial Map, Google Maps 
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