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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
COUNTY:
| L REGI R OF KISTOR! ACES . ,
NATIONAL GISTE s RIC PL Portsmouth (in cit.)
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONL Y
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
[L IV e — :
| common:
Drydock Number One, Norfolk Naval Shipyard
ANO/OR MHISTOR!IC:
Drydock Number One, Norfolk Naval Shipyard
[2. LOCATION
STREEY AND NUMBER:
Naval Shipyard
CITY OR TOWN.:
Portsmouth
STATE CODE COUNTY: ! CODE
|Virginia 45 (in cit.) 740
[3. CLASSIFICATION - 3 |
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
) STAT
(Check Ongc) WNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
O District C] Building X1 Public *'Pubhc Acquisition: IX" Occupied Yes:
O Site X Structure T: Private D in Process [_] Unosccupied ‘Xq_ Raostricred
(T} Objeet i Both (7 Being Considerad ] Presarvation work L] Unrestricrad
in progross L_'—E NO
IPRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural

R Government

[ Cemmercial 3 Industniol
] Educational X Military
[Z} Entertainment 3 Museum

[Tl Park

[] Privato Residence

T} Religious

o
[

A Scientific

[} Transportation

] Other (Specity)

C] Comments

Y4, OWNER OF PROPERTY

[ <
] OWNER'S NAME:

iU. S. Department of the Navy

STREET AND NUMBER:

Naval Snipyard

BIUTSITA

CITY OR TOWN:;

Portsmouth
I

[sTaTE" CoDE
Virginia 3

[5. COCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

P31V 3IS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.

U,S. Department of the Navy

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR YOWN:"

Washingrox

419 Uutl)
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[6. REPRESENTATION | XISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

ST , . L
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #124-29 |
loare oF syrvev. 969 ) Federal X State ] County {1 Local |
[DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
L IHEET AND NUMBER, ) T
wom 1116, Ninth Styeet State Office Buildin i
CITY OR TOWN: STATE- CODE Lo
Richmond Virginia 45 1

TALNNOD

SON AHLND
J

ATING 381

SN 40

]




L7‘ DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
&) Excellent (] Good (3 Fair [ Deteriorated

] Ruins [ Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check Onc)

R Altered L) Unaltered

[] Moved

(Check Ono)
X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

in daily use.

— -

Drydock Number One is constructed of large blocks of Massachusetts
granite. The sides are built up in a series of stepped tiers with
two flights of stairs at the land end. The overall length of the
drydock is 319% feet. It survives as originally built except for

the replacement of the original caisson. Drydock Number One is still
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’i-"s. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check Ong ot More as Appropriote)

EI Prc-Columbian! D 16th Century D 18th Century D 20th Cenrury
[ 15th Century [J 17th Centuey &) 19th Century

| SPECUF1C DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF S\GNIFICANCE (Check One or Mocre as Appropriate)

() Urbon Plonning

Abariginal (O Educatien ] Political
[J Prehistoric [] Engineering [J Religion/Phi- (1 Othor (specity)
{1 Histanc 1 Indostry losophy

O Agriculture [ invention [ Science

[ Architeciure {7 Londscape O Sevlpture

] Art Acchitecture [ Secial/Human-

M Commerce O Lirerature 1orian

[J Communications E3 Mibrtacy ] Theoter

[ Conservation O Music [0 Transporiation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth, established in 1767,

is the oldest naval shipyard in the United States. In 1827, in
response to "An Act for the Gradual Improvement of the Navy

of the United States ''passed by Congress, work was begun on

Drydock Number One, one of the first two built in the United
States. The dock was built of Massachusetts granite at the

high cost of $974,365.65 and was completed in 1834. On 17

June 1833, before its completion, it was opened and the

Delaware became the first vessel to be drydocked in the United
States. Since that time, it has had a long and illustrious history
and is still in use. During the War Between the States, the
world's first battle-tested ironclad ship, the Virginia, was rebuilt
in this dock by the Confederate government from the Union steam
frigate, the Merrimac. In 1862 the refurbished Virginia attacked
the Union fleef with great success until her triumphs were brought
co a standstill by the appearance of the Union Monitor, another
ironclad.
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Butt, Marshall W., Norfolk Naval Shipyavd, Portsmouth, Virginia, A

Brief History. Portsmouth, Va.:
(revised edition).

Public Information Office, 1960
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GEDGRAPHICAL DATA

[ LATITUDE AND LONGITUDFR CQOPGINATES o LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE GRGRRINA ¢F 5
OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPEATY O DEFINING THE CENTER PEINT ©@F A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUOE LONGITUOE
: —
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Dogrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minytes Seconds Degrees  Minutes  Seconds
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FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody,

Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION

DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission November 18, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER: -

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN. STATE CocE

Richmond i Virginia 48
[lz*sTATELJASON OFFICER CERTIFICA11ON i NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Lialson Officer {or the Na-
tiona: Historic Preservation Act of 19506 (Public Law
89-a155), 1 hereby nominate this properly for inclusion
it tire National Repisler and certrfy that 1t has been
evatuated according to lhe criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. VUhe recommended

level of srgnificance of this nomination is-

National X State [ Local (5
DD D [l
( AT O T I VI g
Name ":"\“'L- +_ R B ,\L.(_ \’v'>.' i/g

J
Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
TilleYirpinia Historic Landmarks Commi

pate December 2, 1969

[l I hereby certify that this property i1s tncluded 1n the

Natyonal Register.

| Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation !

, Date

| ATTEST:

gsion

Date

Keeper of The National Register
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UNITED STATES OEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all eniries - attach to or enclose with map)

4

STATE
Virginia

["counTy

Portsmouth {(in cit.)
FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

ODATE

[l NAME

commvoN- Drvdock
JAND/OR HISTORIC:

suymber Oné, Norfolk Naval Shipyard |

2. LOCATION

Drydock Numbey One, Norfolk Naval Shipyard

STREET AND NUM BER:

| Naval Shipvard

LITY DA TOowN,

Portsmouth

STATE: ! CODE

45

Virginia

COUNTY:

5. ¥AP REFERENCE

(dn cit.)

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. map 7.5', quadrangle

Norfolk South, Va.

SCALE: 1:24000

IDATE: l9_15

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPRS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North orrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

—
STATE

Virginia
COUNTY
Portsmouth (in cit.)
FOR NPS USE ONLY

L DATE

—

ENTRY NUMBER

RERE T

common: Drydock Number One, Norfolk Naval Shipvard

[2.7LOCATION

ano’orHisToric: Drydock Number One, Noxrfolk Naval Shipyard

L —
=

STREET AND NUMBER'-

| Naval Shipyard

CITY OR TOWN:®

Portsmou iy .
STATE:" co0CE COUNTY cCoDpr
) _Virginia. 45 (in ¢cik.) 740
3. PHQTO REFERENCE ]
PROTO CREOT Porfsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum, Inc. _4

CATE CF PHOTO!:

1908

JNEGATH/E FILeo aT: g, S, Department of the Navy

Naval Shipyard, Partamouth, Virginia

(4 IDENTIFICATION

OESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC

View of the Drydock looking east.
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U.5.G.S. 73" quedrangle (Scale:1:24000) ;/'
Norfolk South, Va. (1955) /
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