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The old farmer of Middle Virginia is left standing alone at the end 
of a row. He watches, without motion, the dust spunfrom the 
auto S tires settle through his garden. He 123s his chin @om the 
back of his hand, his handfrom the hoe. He shoulders the hoe and 
crosses the yard, glancing to the lefr at the sleek mule in his pen, 
and drops himself into a chair on the porch, where, efficient and 
swif the hands of his wife click snap beans into a pot. Staring 
down into the middle distance, he s q s  to himsewone, "Many 
changes, many changes, many changes, many changes. " 

Goochland and Louisa comtries, discussed in Henry Glassie, Folk 
1976 

Perhaps there is no other m c f  of similar extent in eostern 
Virginia, that combines equal natural ahantages with so much 

fert i l i~ of soil and beauty of scenery. The width of the low grounds 
which form the ravine of the river, and the boldfeahres of the 
a@acent highlands present a pleasing and striking contmast. 

Goochland County, described in Joseph Martin9 A New and Complete 
1836 



ABSTRACT 

Goochland County, Virginia, is a developing rural c ity to the west of the city of 
Richmond in Piedmont Virginia within the p~mauy service the Capital Region 
Preservation Office, a branch of the Virginia Dep ent of Historic Resources (DHR). While 
infomation on the county's resources had long b ollected and maintained by the historical 
society and its members, the county had not been the subject of a professional, coordinated 

ey effort. In spring and s er 2003, Gibson Worsham eyed 150 properties within the 
county to the Reconnaissance Level and 25 to the Intensive Level, including thirty-four 
properties that were res yed and are included in the indices and tabulations. 

While there are important properties from the era of settlement to the mtebell 
the predominant historic period represented by the eyed resources is that of Reconstruction 
and Growth (1 866-1 91 6), reflec expansion in the late nineteenth cen 

dential growth transformed parts of the co 
into industrial and uildings were the most extensively 
docunslented resou ildings, mixed-use buildings, industrial and 
mining sites, mills, churches, schools and rural land were identified. Historic themes 
associated with the resource types identified for the 

Transportationl Co ication, 

ival in the county of agn'cultural landscapes and rural open spaces is one of its 
character-defining historical features and is evidence of its history as an agricultural support area 
for the city of Richmond. In more recent decades, Goochland has been affected by growth in 
response to westward expansion from the city of Richmond. Today, while its rural character is 
retained in significant s, its unspoiled rural landscape is threatened by 
residential as well as c ial development. It is this rural character and its open spaces that 
distinguish Goochland from the other counties that sunound the city of Richmond and that add 
significantly to the quality of life for the county's residents and visitors. 

The county's wal lmdscapes, open spaces and significant view sheds are as much a part 
of its historic resources as its historic dwellings, crossroads co unities, churches, schools and 
those places associated with its industrial and transportation history. Many of Goochland 
County's standing structures are clearly worthy of additional study and continued preservation. 
Its historic ma1 landscapes and open spaces are deserving of the same. 

This report provides a chronological historic context for the county's historic resources. 
It is not a county history, but can be used to identify the resources associated with particular 
periods in the county's history. The report identifies properties, areas, and collections of 
resources that may be eligible for listing in the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National 
Register of Historic Places and makes reco endations for preserving the built enviro 
rural landscapes that define Goochland County. This report and its reco endations can be a 
significant preservation pl ng tool to help the county retain those si ant properties a d  
open spaces that form its character-defining features and contribute to its quality of life while at 
the same time responding in appropriate ways to economic growth and proposals for change. 
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PLATES 

Illustrations are incorporated through the text. They have not been selected with a view to 
comprehensive depiction of Goochland County's historic architecture. Most are the ones that 
were selected fo ey due to lack of previous attention. Thus those buildings that have 

d are often mentioned in the text but are not necessarily illustrated, 
arliest houses, to explain the iving buildings. All photographs were 

taken by Gibson Worsham, except in cases where the buildings were not surveyed as part of this 
project or are no longer standing. In these cases the photographs are either from Goochland 
Counfy: Yesterday and Today or are from the Goochland County Historical Society Magazine. 

illustration uncredited drawing of Spring Forest, the now-vanished home of 
and Elizab Branch in Goochland Counw: Yesterday and Todv  (page 175). 

The picturesque drawing suggests better many photographs of better-known houses, the 
scale, materials, and character of the frame dwellings of the native landed families of Goochland 
County. 



INTRODUCTXON/DESCMI"TION OF THE PRClJECT 

ey was conducted in cooperation with the Goochland County Board of 
Supervisors and the Goochland County Historical Society. The project was W e d  by State 

Funds administered by the Vi of Historic Resources and 
its Capital Area Regional Preservation Office. initiated with several objectives: 

1) to extend the s y of historic resources across the county. 

2) to provide local gov ent and other pl g agencies with infomation about 
resources, that may be used in preparation of a preservation plan for the county. 

3) to evaluate the eligibility of the s ey area for listing in the Virginia Landmarks Register 
and the National Register of Historic Places. 

ed out by Gibson Worsham, who organized and undertook 
the fieldwork and prepared the final report. Charlotte Worsham assisted Worsham with 
fieldwork, data entry o y infomation into the DSS system, and in organizing materials. 
Recomaissanee level provide the following basic infomation about an historic resource: 

Fom 
Date 
Ad&ess/l ocation 
Physical condition 
Threats, if any 
Wisto~c context 
Exterior aschjitectural features (type/fom, material, treatment) 
Architectural description 
Statement of architectural and historic significance 
Brief description of 
Site plan 
Photographs doc resource, contributing and non-contributing. 

s provide a more detailed do ion of an historic resource, 
including a descripti inte~or features of the reso ition to the M o m a ~ o n  
listed above, the following infomation is included in an intensive level 

1 Function(s) of propew 
2 Period eontext 
3 Interior description 
4 Historical events 



y products also include a s hat discusses the fnistoric context 
d on appropriate themes HR, evaluates the significance of 

the resources, and provides rec 
educational projects. Also inc 

eyed properties and a scripted slide e as a resource 
lmd-use decisions and pl 

, architecturd resowyes within the study area. 
1 

The Study Area 

Goocvand 'county is located west of the city of Richmond on the noah side of the James 
River in the rolling Piedmont region of Virginia. The county is bordered by H e ~ w  County on 
the east; Hanover and Louisa counties on the north; Fluv on the west; and Powhatan 
County on the south. Goochland is roughly divided into a s9 
including Dover and Sabot in the southeast; Centerville an 11, and 
Oilville moving west; the county s chland in the center south with Sandy Hook above; 
George's Tavern and the Three S the west of the county seat; and Caledonia, 
Hadensville, and rn end of the county. These sections were used 
along With the U es for mapping historic sites in the county. 



Figure 1 : Project Location and County Map. Virginia Electric Power Company. Goochland 
Counw, Virginia: An Economic Study, 1 963. 
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