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The old farmer of Middle Virginia is left standing alone at the end
of a row. He watches, without motion, the dust spun from the
auto’s tires settle through his garden. He lifts his chin from the
back of his hand, his hand from the hoe. He shoulders the hoe and
crosses the yard, glancing to the left at the sleek mule in his pen,
and drops himself into a chair on the porch, where, efficient and
swift, the hands of his wife click snap beans into a pot. Staring
down into the middle distance, he says to himself alone, “Many
changes, many changes, many changes, many changes.”

Goochland and Louisa countries, discussed in Henry Glassie, Folk
Housing in Middle Virginia, 1976

Perhaps there is no other tract of similar extent in eastern
Virginia, that combines equal natural advantages with so much
fertility of soil and beauty of scenery. The width of the low grounds
which form the ravine of the river, and the bold features of the
adjacent highlands present a pleasing and striking contrast.

Goochland County, described in Joseph Martin, A New and Complete
Gazetteer of Virginia, 1836




ABSTRACT

Goochland County, Virginia, is a developing rural community to the west of the city of
Richmond in Piedmont Virginia within the primary service area of the Capital Region
Preservation Office, a branch of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR). While
information on the county’s resources had long been collected and maintained by the historical
society and its members, the county had not been the subject of a professional, coordinated
survey effort. In spring and summer 2003, Gibson Worsham surveyed 150 properties within the
county to the Reconnaissance Level and 25 to the Intensive Level, including thirty-four
properties that were resurveyed and are included in the indices and tabulations.

While there are important properties from the era of settlement to the antebellum period,
the predominant historic period represented by the surveyed resources is that of Reconstruction
and Growth (1866-1916), reflecting the era of economic expansion in the late nineteenth century,
during which time industrial, commercial, and residential growth transformed parts of the county
into industrial and commercial centers. Domestic buildings were the most extensively
documented resource type, although commercial buildings, mixed-use buildings, industrial and
mining sites, mills, churches, schools and rural landscapes were identified. Historic themes
associated with the resource types identified for the survey thus included
Subsistence/Agriculture, Architecture, Commerce / Trade, Transportation/ Communication,
Industry/Processing/Extraction, and Government / Law / Politics.

The survival in the county of agricultural landscapes and rural open spaces is one of its
character-defining historical features and is evidence of its history as an agricultural support area
for the city of Richmond. In more recent decades, Goochland has been affected by growth in
response to westward expansion from the city of Richmond. Today, while its rural character is
retained in significant amounts, its unspoiled rural landscape is threatened by unrestricted
residential as well as commercial development. It is this rural character and its open spaces that
distinguish Goochland from the other counties that surround the city of Richmond and that add
significantly to the quality of life for the county’s residents and visitors.

The county’s rural landscapes, open spaces and significant view sheds are as much a part
of its historic resources as its historic dwellings, crossroads communities, churches, schools and
those places associated with its industrial and transportation history. Many of Goochland
County’s standing structures are clearly worthy of additional study and continued preservation.
Its historic rural landscapes and open spaces are deserving of the same.

This report provides a chronological historic context for the county’s historic resources.
It is not a county history, but can be used to identify the resources associated with particular
periods in the county’s history. The report identifies properties, areas, and collections of
resources that may be eligible for listing in the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National
Register of Historic Places and makes recommendations for preserving the built environment and
rural landscapes that define Goochland County. This report and its recommendations can be a
significant preservation planning tool to help the county retain those significant properties and
open spaces that form its character-defining features and contribute to its quality of life while at
the same time responding in appropriate ways to economic growth and proposals for change.
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PLATES

Ilustrations are incorporated through the text. They have not been selected with a view to
comprehensive depiction of Goochland County’s historic architecture. Most are the ones that
were selected for survey due to lack of previous attention. Thus those buildings that have
already been documented are often mentioned in the text but are not necessarily illustrated,
unless needed, as in the earliest houses, to explain the surviving buildings. All photographs were
taken by Gibson Worsham, except in cases where the buildings were not surveyed as part of this
project or are no longer standing. In these cases the photographs are either from Goochland
County: Yesterday and Today or are from the Goochland County Historical Society Magazine.
The cover illustration is from an uncredited drawing of Spring Forest, the now—vanished home of
Humphrey and Elizabeth Parrish Branch in Goochland County: Yesterday and Today (page 175).
The picturesque drawing suggests better than many photographs of better-known houses, the
scale, materials, and character of the frame dwellings of the native landed families of Goochland
County.



INTRODUCTION/DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

Introduction

This survey was conducted in cooperation with the Goochland County Board of
Supervisors and the Goochland County Historical Society. The project was funded by State
Survey and Planning Funds administered by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and
its Capital Area Regional Preservation Office. The survey was initiated with several objectives:

1) to extend the survey of historic resources across the county.

2) to provide local government and other planning agencies with information about
resources, that may be used in preparation of a preservation plan for the county.

3) to evaluate the eligibility of the survey area for listing in the Virginia Landmarks Register
and the National Register of Historic Places.

The survey project was carried out by Gibson Worsham, who organized and undertook
the fieldwork and prepared the final report. Charlotte Worsham assisted Worsham with
fieldwork, data entry of survey information into the DSS system, and in organizing materials.
Reconnaissance level surveys provide the following basic information about an historic resource:
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Form

Date

Address/location

Physical condition

Threats, if any

Historic context

Exterior architectural features (type/form, material, treatment)
Architectural description

- Statement of architectural and historic significance

Brief description of secondary resources
Site plan
Photographs documenting each resource, contributing and non-contributing.

Intensive level surveys provide a more detailed documentation of an historic resource,
including a description of the interior features of the resource. In addition to the information
listed above, the following information is included in an intensive level survey:
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Function(s) of property
Period context

Interior description
Historical events



The final survey products also include a survey report that discusses the historic context
of the survey area based on appropriate themes recognized by DHR, evaluates the significance of
' the resources, and provides recommendations for further study, preservation planning, and
- educational projects. Also included are a set of USGS topographic maps indicating the location
- of all surveyed properties and a scripted slide show. The survey report will serve as a resource
' for making land-use decisions and planning for future survey, evaluation, and treatment of
| architectural resources within the study area.

"~ The Study Area

Goochland County is located west of the city of Richmond on the north side of the James
River in the rolling Piedmont region of Virginia. The county is bordered by Henrico County on
the east; Hanover and Louisa counties on the north; Fluvanna County on the west; and Powhatan
County on the south. Goochland is roughly divided into a number of rural communities,
including Dover and Sabot in the southeast; Centerville and Manakin, Crozier, Cardwell, and
Qilville moving west; the county seat of Goochland in the center south with Sandy Hook above;
George’s Tavern and the Three Square area to the west of the county seat; and Caledonia,
Hadensville, and Shannon Hill in the northwestern end of the county. These sections were used
along with the USGS Quad map boundaries for mapping historic sites in the county.



Figure 1: Project Location and County Map. Virginia Electric Power Company. Goochland

County, Virginia: An Economic Study, 1963.
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