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g§. Mame

historic SPERRYVTLIE HISTORIC DISTRICT

andorcommon  Same

2. Location

street & number Various I_q_/A not for publication
city, town Sperryville N/A vicinity of
atate Virginia code 51 countv  Rappahammock code 157
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X__ district ____public _¥__occupied ____agriculture —__museum
——__building{s) __ private —___unoccupied _¥_commercial — park
— structure ¥ both — wotk in progress _ educational _X_private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible —_entertainment —_religious
___ object ___inprocess _X_ yes: restricted government —__ scientific
___ being considered —_ yes: unrestricted ——industrial - transportation
N/A —__no ___ military ather:

4. Owner of Property

name Maltiple Ownership

street & number  N/A

city, town  Sperryville N/A_ vicinity of state Virginia 22740
5. Location of Legal Descripiion

courthouse.registry of deeds, ete. Rappaharmock County Courthouse

street & number N/A

city, town  Washington state Virginia 2274

6. Representation in Existing Survevs

Virginia Historic Landmarks LOMLSS10n

title Survey has this property been determined eligible? y e s X no
date 1982 _ federal X state ___county ___ local

deposkary for survey records 221 Governor Street

Virginia 23219

¢ity, town Richmond state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent — deteriorated X unaltered X original site
X good ___tuins __._altered _ _moved date __N/A
. fair — _ unexposed

Describe the present and original |if known) phys_ical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Sperryville Historic District is comprised of over :seventy structures along Routes
1001, 522, 600 and '"'Split Street," the only so-designated way within the village limits.
The buildings are predominantly wood-frame, one-and two-story residences, the earliest
of which were erected on lots originally laid out by Francis Thornton, Jr. in 1820. The
oldest dwellings, found on the western edge of the district on Route 1001, are distin-
guished by stone chimmeys and double front entrances, a characteristic of early houses
in the region. In addition to its vernacular residences, the town also contains a number
of dwellings influenced by the Romantic Revivals of the mid- and late 19th centurv.
Interspersed among these structures is a collection of former factory workers' housing
built to serve the workers of the Smoot tamery from 1867 to the early 20th century. In
addition to its relatively untouched residential housing, the town has three early 20th-
century churches and a row of stores. The many streets are softened visually by numerous

trees and shrubs as well as white picket fences that run along the roads. The district
maintains high integrity and is virtually free of modern intrusions.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSTIS

Geographically, the town of Sperryvilie sits on a small plain bounded on the Thornton
River to the north, steep hills to the south, and the Shenandoah Mountains to the west.
The potential value of the level site was recognized as early as 1820 by Francis Thornton,
Jr. who laid out the lots of the first settlement. The village was slow in developing
with the earliest houses built on what is now Route 100l near the intersection of Route
211. The two-story, wood-frame dwellings have features that were to characterize the
antebellum vernacular residences of the modest village: wood frame, if not log, covered
by weatherboarding, stone-end chirmeys, 6/6 hung-sash and in several cases, double
entrances with no center hall. An exception to this type is found in the first tavern
at the intersection of Routes 522 and 1001 which was the first brick structure in the
town. Although the building has been extensively altered and expanded, it does retain
a two-story porch on its facade, a characteristic of early 19th-century taverns. Like
all the first period structures, the tavern is built close to the road.

While the settlement period houses are late-Federal vermacular in character, a mmber
of the houses built after 1850 have ornamentation and board-and-batten siding that is
suggestive of the mid-century Romantic Revivals. Notable examples include a house on
the south side of Route 1001 whose scalloped porch and eaves trim suggests a naive inter-
pretation of the swags and tassels found on more pretentious residences. The Totten's
Mill House at the intersection of Routes 211 and 1001 and the elaborately treated porch
on the Dr. Amiss House on the scuth side of Route 1001 show the influence of the mid-19th-
century Romantic Revival styles on the architecture of Sperryville. The vertical board-
and-batten siding found on the Apple Tree Cottage and a mumber of other small dwellings
is also a characteristic of the mid-19th-century Romantic Revival movement.

Following the establistment of the Smoot tammery in 1867, a group of residences was
erected in the south end of the village along the Thornton River and in the open spates
that separated the houses along Routes 1001 and 522. While the houses continue the earlier
wood-frame tradition, a distinction can be made between the houses of the wealthier citizens
and the tarmery workers. The houses of the factory managers, store owners and professionals

(See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

-~ 1400-149% ___ archealogy-historic — _ conservation — law ——sctience

— 1500-1589 ___ agricuiture — economics - — literature — sculpture

— 1600-1699 _X_ architecture —— education — military —._ social/

— 17001798 __art - ——— engineering . music humanitarian

X_1800-1899 ___ commerce -— expioration/settiement ____ philosophy —___theater

— 1900~ —— communications — industry . — — politics/government  ___ transportation
- invention — other (specify)

Specific dates Various Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Originally laid out by Francis Thornton, Jr. in ca. 1818-20 on a small plain between
the Thornton River and the hills of the northern Blue Ridge, Sperryville survives as an
upper Piedmont crossroads town that has been virtually unchanged since the 1920s. From
the beginning Sperryville found its development limited by the natiral landscape to
expansion in a linear east-west direction along the junction of the Winchester and New -
Market turnpikes. The village grew slowly until 1867 when the Smoot family of Alexandria
established a tammery on the Thornton River, thereby rapidly increasing the town's popu-
lation and resulting in construction of many of the simple wooden residences that today
give Sperryville visual charm and architectural identity. Intermingled with the village's
vernacular architecture of the settlement period are postbellum houses built under the
influence of the picturesque styles of the 19th-century Romantic Revivals, as well as a
diverse collection of workers' housing along the Thornton River and on Routes 522 and
1001. Since the demise of the tammery in 1918, new construction has been rare, with the
result that Sperryville retains much of its turn-of-century village character. This
image is enhanced by the presence of a modest mmber of cammercial buildings and churches,
tree-lined roads, and few modern intrusions. Today a familiar landmark and stopover
for motorists making seasonal excursions to the upper Blue Ridge, the historic district
may be counted among the very few such villages remaining in the Commorwealth.

HISTORTCAI, BACKGROUND

The site of the present town of Sperryville originally formed part of a tract of
4452 acres granted in 1749 by the Northern Neck proprietary to Francis Thornton of
Caroline County. A direct descendant and namesake, Francis Thornton, Jr. inherited the
land by will from his brother-in-law, Jchn A, Thornton, in 1817 and shortly thereafter
laid out lots for what became the town of Sperryville. In August 1820, Francis Thorntom,
Jr. sold the first two lots in what was then a flat adjoining the lands of John Menefree
between the pass mill and Thornton's Gap. The town is identified on John Woods' map
of 1821 of Culpeper County and also in an 1826 deed, which referred to a lot lying within
"the village of Sperryville." The origin of the name Sperryville has several different
theories, one of which is that it comes from an early postmaster. From the period of
town settlement, a rumber of houses survive on the west end of the village, south of
Routes 211 and 522. They include'the George William Cooper House, the Dr, Amiss House,
Totten's Mill House and two houses adjacent to each other on the north side of Route 1001.
All the houses wérel-constructed from the period ca. 1830 to 1850 and are wood-frame with
either weatherboarding or board-and-batten siding. All have exterior stone chimmeys,

a characteristic of the earliest houses in the region. .

Sperryville grew randomly and slowly until ca. 1867 when the local Smoot Tannery
was organized by the Smoot family of Alexandria. In addition to their tammery, the

(See Continuation Sheet #10)
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Acreage of nominated property Approx. 38 acres

Quadrangle name Sperryville, Va. Quadrangle scale +: 24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification The boundaries for the Sperryville Historic District
are defined as follows: to the north by the Thornton River; to the south by a public access
road and by the rear of the property lines of buildings fronting on Routes 522 and 1001; to
the west by Route 211 and to the east by a line that coincides with the position of the

0 a ) _‘H .
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries(5ee Continuation Sheet #1.

state /A code county N/A code

state N/A code county N/A code
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name/titte Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff

organization Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission  date November 1982

street & number 221 Governor Street l telephone (804) 786-3144

city or town Richmond state Virginia 23219
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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— . national _X_state __local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89~
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, H. Bryan Mitchell, Executive Director 7
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7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis

are large two-story and 2 -story structures with fancy sawn trim typical of
the last decades of the 19th century. The sawn brackets and balusters that embellish

the eaves and porch of Fairlawn Antiques are especially ornate and contribute to the
village's picturesque feelings. In contrast to the stylish upper-class residences, the
workers' housing is much plainer. Typical of these structures are the houses along

the Thornton River and the shotgun houses found along Route 1001. larger duplex worker
housing is found on the west side of Split Street directly across fram the houses of more
prosperous citizens. This intermingling of houses from various social classes lends a
notable variety of mass and scale to Sperryville's streetscapes.

Sperryville contimmed to keep abreast, though modestly, with America's domestic
architectural trends of the early 20th century. Dating to this century's early decades
are a nutber of bungalows that are scattered among the houses on Routes 211 and 522.
The most distinguished bungalow is '"Rock Villa" built, as its name suggests, of stone
rubble., While not full-blown bungalows, a muber of residences have large, single
dormers that were inspired from this popular form of housing.

Evidence of Sperryville's camercial prosperity at the end of the 19th century and
early 20th century are a nurber of commercial buildings. The most notable is the ''Sperry-
ville Corner Store'' which is actually composed of three buildings that were built in a
row. Smaller structures that at one time served as stores have been readapted to a variety
of uses, just as a muber of houses have been also adapted into antique shops, the town's
present principal cammercial activity.

Sperryville contains three churches all of which date to the early 20th century. The
Reynolds Memorial Church with its Tuscan order was built in 1929. The country Gothic-
style Sperryville Methodist Church was constructed in 1915, Its combination bell-entrance
tower, stained-glass windows and cross-gable massing make this church one of the most
distinguished buildings in the town. A third church, the Church of God of Prophecy, was
formerly the Episcopal Church and is a simple but dignified vernmacular building.

The streets of Sperryville retain the flavor of a late 19th-century rural town.
There are no sidewalks or curbs, and white picket fences line many of the front yards.
Although many of the houses are built close together, trees and shrubs soften the town-
scape along with the small gardens planted to the rear or sides of many of the houses.
The rural flavor of the village is suggested by several small complexes of outbuildings.
Fairlawn Antiques has a particularly noteworthy set. The stone embankment of the river
on the district's edge adds another visual note of interest.

While most of the buildings within the town's limits contribute visually to the .
district, the C & P telephone building, the United States Post Office and a concrete
block warehouse-garage are modern structures that de not conform to the character of
the district. Metal sheds adjacent to the old tavern are also non-contributing buildings..

(See Continuation Sheet #2)



NFS Form 10-8200-» QM8 No. 1024 -0018
[-42) Exp. 10~31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

inventory—Nomination Form
SPERRYVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT, RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY, VA : e
Continuation sheet #2 ~ Mem number 7 Page 2

7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis

The historic district boundaries conform to the Commissioner of Revenue's Plate 38A
with certain exceptions. The buildings on the north side of Route 211 are not included
as well as a gasoline station to the north of the Thormton River at the interesection
of Routes 211 and 522. These buildings do not conform to the visual cohesiveness of
the rest of the village. The gasoline station would have constituted an intrusion.
Two houses on the east side of Route 600 were judged non-contributing and were not included
within the proposed district. The Totten Mill House, while not on Plate 38A, is on pro-
perty that abuts the district and was included as a significant early settlement structure.
The old tamnery site is not included since a mumber of non-contributing buildings were
erected on its site, precluding any potential for archaeology.

RCC
(See Contirnuation Sheet #3 for inventory of structures in the district)
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (7 & _q%)
SOUTH SIDE

INTERSECTION ROUTES 211 & 1001: (Totten's Mill House): wood frame (weatherboard);

sawn brackets, geometric cutout pattern and balustrade ca. 1870s. Detached

@%/47) 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch with

house. Federal, Victorian Influence. Ca. 1825-30.
ROUTE 1001:

concrete block; 2 stories; gable roof (asbestos shingle); 2 bays. Garage.

12951 a2 1960, Non-contributing element. Vfud 7.iz

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
-~ 2. l-story, 3-bay porch with sawn brackets, cutout pattern, and balustrade. Detached

house. Late 19th century. Jg, sk~ f17°

(Intersection with Route 600): concrete block; 1 story; gable roof (composition);
- 5 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay shed roof porch supported by posts. Commercial (store).
Ca. 1950. Non-contributing element.

(Intersection with Route 600): wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable
-4 roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts, turned
balustrade, and turned spindle brackets. Detached house. Late 19th century.
Covng domd  taumiged
-S  vacant lot.

wood frame (shingle); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
-{ l-story porch with shed roof and turnmed balusters. Detached house. Late 19th

century. 2€ mé u JT

wood frame (shingle); 1% story; gable roof (composition); 2° gable dormers;
~1 5 bays. Detached house. Cape Cod. Ca. 1950s. ?o0 MAw~ (T

_@ wood frame (board and batten); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal);
3 bays; l-story, l-center-bay porch with sawn cut roof, swags along lattice-type
piers and balustrade. Detached house. Ca. 1840s. 12 ard.~ (1

wood frame (formal shiplap siding); 1 story; gable roof (composition); 3 bays;
__ci l-story, l-center-bay porch with square posts, geometric wood (board) balustrade.
Detached house. Ca. 1965. 2y mAiR Jr”

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
—|O 1l-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and square posts. Detached house. Ca.:®1890s.
SE Mg\ ST '
wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 5 bays;
-1\ (l:—stclng.'{, 3-bay porch with iron supports and shed roof. Detached house.
a. 0.

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued)

SOUTH SIDE
ROUTE 1001:

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
—12 é—stclng:'}{(,) 3-bay porch with shéd roof and turned posts. Detached house. Shotsun.
A, .

(Dr. Amiss House): wood frame (shingle); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam
S metal); 4 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch with pedimented gable roof, paired sawn
- brackets, geometric lattice piers, and paneled pilasters. Detached house. Late
Federal, Victorian Influence. Ca. 1830.

-1} vacant lot owned by church.

(Sperryville Episcopal Church): wood frame (weatherboard); 1% stories; gable
-\S~ roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; l-story, l-side-bay porch with stick-style
gable verge board. Church. Carpenter Gothic. Ca. 1910-20.
v Mo St
wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; hipped roof (standing seam metal); L hipped
_\lp dormer; 3 bays; l-story, l-center and l-side-bay porch with tapered wood colums
on brick pedestals and balustrade deck. Detached house with cammercial (store).
Ca. 1920s. Yo g8 (7
INTERSECTION ROUTES 1001 and 522: :
wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 12 bays;
~\7) 1-story porch across 2/3 facade with shed rpof and supported by diagonal braces,
Comercial (store). ZF0 Slearqywille be_
ROUTE 522:
wood frame (shingle); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 4 bays; l-story,
-1 A4-bay porch with chamfered posts, hipped roof, and thin simple balusters.
Detached house. Ca. 18%0s. - ¢4,

—\% (4(outbuildings): wood frame; 1 story; varied (mixed); 19th-20th century.

brick; 1 story; gable roof (composition); 4 bays. Commercial (office for telephone
-0 compary) . Ca. 1970s. Non-contributing element. g 2.

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; cross-gable roof (standing seam metal);
-2 3 bays; 2-story, 3-bay porch with full pedimented gable, turned posts, sawn brackets,

and turned balusters., Detached house., Queen Anne. Ca, 1890s.% B

3326 St Pineid Doc Qnewmr oufl

22 wood frame (aluminum); 2% stories; gable roof (composition); &4 bays; l-story, 3-bay

porch with iron supports and shed roof. Detached house. Ca. 1860s.

2930 StenrrSieny P
(See Continuation Sheet #5)
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (contimmued)
SOUTH SIDE
ROUTE 522:

73 wood frame (aluminum); 2% stqries; gable roof (camposition); & bays; l-story,
- 3-bay porch with turned posts, sawn brackets, and turned balusters. Detached
house. Ca. 1900s. 3372 §SAC AN Picd

’w wood frame (shingle) with concrete block addition; 1% stories; gable roof
(standing seam metal); 2 bays. Detached house. Commercial (store). Ca. 1900s.

_ brick (common bond); 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 1 shed.dormer;
-2> 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and square post supports. Detached
house. Bungalow. Ca. 1920s. 337¢ §panry,sing PwE

-2Ue vacant lot.

wood frame; 1 story; shed roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays. Detached house
-2 (former gas station). Early 20th century.

(Reynolds Memorial Baptist Church): stucco; 1 story; gable roof (composition);
- Zg 3 bays; l%-story, 4-bay porch with full tetrastyle pedimented portico in Tuscan
order and full entablature. Church. Classical Rewviwval. Ca. 1925.

NORTH SIDE
ROUTE 522;

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (composition); 1 gable dormer;
-2 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay shed roof porch with square posts. Detached house.
Ca. 1890s.

wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof (compesition); l-story, 2-bay
-%0 porch with shed roof, colum supports (Tuscan order). Detached house. Ca. 1850s.

wood frame (weatherbroad); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays;
1-5[ 1-story, l-side-bay porch with shed roof, turned posts, and spindle brackets.

Detached house. Ca. 1870s. yuM§ {3 1 v diee, bred

wood frame (alunimm); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
-32 l-story, l-center-bay porch with pedimented gable roof and Tuscan colums. Detached

house. Ca. 1910. - /A A L e

wood frame (aluninum); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; _
-3% l-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and turned posts. Detached house. Ca. 1900.

(See Contimuation Sheet #6 )
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued)

NORTH SIDE
ROUTE 522

N (Sperryville Methodist-Episcopal Church, South): wood frame (weatherboard);
5"{ 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays. Church. Shingle Style.
Ca. 1915. 3221 Spevyviile ke

%5 T%rood dﬁrame 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal). Stove (rubble)
- oundation,

wood frame (weatherboard); 1% stories; shed roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays.
=36 Barn. late 19th-early 20th century.

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
~31 i-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and turned posts. Detached house. Ca. 1870s.

wood frame (shingle and asphalt); 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal);
-3 shed roof portico with supports. Detached house. Ca. 1860s. v323 (#22 vrv i P&

wood frame (weatherboard and shingle); 1% storles gable roof (standing seam metal);

—39 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch. Detached house. Ca. 1870s-1880s. 3214 fo 5 Lt »-(;* el
I

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable and hipped roof (standing seam metal);
—4o 1 gable and flat dormer; 1- and 2-story, 2-tier front porch with turned balusters,

posts, ornamental brackets and sawn balustrade. Detached house; outbuildings.

Ca 18808 ‘ et KPS T d"é 5 k:\- ; ; F ‘ ( . ! ,»" Pl i‘; '-"; i “".ﬂt"‘ (’2“?'3"“"' {";“. A}

brick (Flemish bond); 2% stories; gable roof (s'tanding seam metal); 3 bays;
~-Y4{ 2-story porch with posts with bracket-type supports (plain). Detached house.

Federal. Ca. 1830. .5y ¢ .y /rvca Morp Y3 A ST

ROUTE 1001:

wood frame (shingle and asphalt); 1 story; gable roof (composition); 3 bays;
-¢2 1 story, 5-bay porch with iron supports overhanging roof. Detached house.
Ca. 19520s.

concrete block; 1 story; gable roof (camposition); 3 bays; l-story, 2-bay porch
-43 with :u:,);on pipe suppo%:ts Goverrment. Ca. 1960s. Non-contributing element.
MGt JT §- )1

,14(.( vacant.

wood frame originally and brick (stretcher bond); 2% stories; gable roof (standmg
-45" seam metal); 6 bays. Detached house; double house., Federal. 1830s.

KRSV PSRRI

(See Continuation Sheet # 7)
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/. DESCRIPTION--Tnventory (continued)
NORTH SIDE
ROUTE 1001:

’4(0 wood frame (shingle); 2% stories; flat/gablé roof (standing seam metal); 7 bays;
1-story porch with posts and brackets. Double house. Ca. 1880s, 1910.

U wood frame (weatherboard); 1 story; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays.
%1 Detached house. Ca. 1910, fiin poan fioy frioh

29 Moow Gk ’

wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays;
-4§ 1-story porch with turned posts, spindle ornamental brackets. Detached house.

g eteraly G 1905 g6 st

wood frame (shingle); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays; _
—4? l-story, 2-bay shed roof porch supported by posts. Detached house. Late Federal.

Ca. 1830s. 2% m Aw fr

D wood frame (shingle); 1% stories; gable roof (composition); l-story, 3-bay
-3 shed roof porch with plain posts. Double house. Ca. 1880s.

WEST SIDE
ROUTE 600:

S| wood frame (weatherboard); 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays.
- Detached house. Ca. 1940s. ‘

wood frame (weatherboard, board and batten); l% stories; gable roof (standing
-2 seam metal); 6 bays. Detached house, Ca. 1850s.

wood frame (alumimm); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays;
-$3 l-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts and spindle brackets. Detached house.
Ca. 1880s.

EAST SIDE
ROUTE 600:

5‘-'f wood frame (board and batten); 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal);
- 3 bays. Detached house. Ca. 1850s.

WEST SIDE
ROUTE 522:

g’ concrete block and metal; 2 stories; shed, gable, and hipped rcof (standing
-9 seam metal); 7 bays; canopy. Garage. Ca, 1950s. Non-contributing element.

(See Continuation Sheet # 8 )
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued)

" SOUTH SIDE
ROUTE 1002:
-5l wood frame; 1-1% stories; gable roof. Outbuildings.

57 wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
= 1-story, 3-bay porch with posts supporting roof. Detached house. Ca. 1880s.

< wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
- l-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts and shed roof. Detached house. Ca. 1890s.

wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
-59  l-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and posts. Detached house. Shotgun.
Ca. 1890s.

wo wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
- l-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts and shed roof. Detached house. Ca. 1890s.

wl wood frame (alumirum); 2 stories; gable roof (composition); 3 bays; l-story,
1-center-bay porch with posts supporting pediment. Detached house. Ca. 1880s.
wood frame (alumimm); 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 1 hipped
{p2z. dommer; 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch with posts supporting roof. Detached
- house. Ca. 1880s.

stone (coursed ashlar); 1% stories; hipped roof (composition); 1 hipped dormer;
3 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch with stone piers supporting overhanging roof and
stone balustrade. Detached house. Ca. 1920s.

wood frame (weatherboard); 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 1%
stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 1 shed dormer; 3 bays; l-story,

- 3-bay porch with tapering posts on plinths supporting overhanging roof. Detached
house. Ca. 1890s,

(ag wood frame (weatherboard); 1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 5 bays;
- l-story, 3-bay I;OITCh with posts and psindle bracket. Detached house. Ca. 1890s.
25 Nlaim drer
"SPLIT STREET":

WEST SIDE
ROAD CONNECTING ROUTES 1002 & 522:

wood frame (shingle); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 4 bays;
~ e l-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts sloping roof. Detached house. Ca. 1880s.

(See Continuation Sheet # 9 )
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7. DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued)

'"'SPLIT STREET'':

EAST SIDE

ROAD CONNECTING ROUTES 1002 & 522:

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
-7 1-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts supporting roof. Detached house.
Ca. 1880s.

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
¥ l-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts supporting roof. Detached house.
Ca. 1880s. -"S" ¥ 7 A,'}...f' EQ o .
. wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
-1 l-story, 2-bay enclosed sleeping porch with pier supported porte cochere.
Detached house. Ca. 1890s.

“To wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
- l-story, 3-bay porch with posts supporting roof. Detached house. Ca. 1890s.

NORTH SIDE
ROUTE 1002
concrete block; 1-1% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal). Garage;
-7l comnercial (office). Ca. 1960s. Non-contributing element.
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8. SICGNIFICANCE--Historical Background

Smoots constructed a murber of houses in Sperryville to accommodate tannery workers,

Not only did the new industry increase the population of the village, but it also provided
work for area farmers who began to supply the tamnery with oak bark used in the tamning
process. The surviving houses on the east end of the village were largely built by the
tammery workers. Unfortumately, the tammery itself, located outside the village on

Route 1002 between the two branches of the Thornton River, has not survived. As the
tannery prospered, the Smoots purchased more land within the village for more workers'
housing. In its prime the factory employed between forty and fifty workers and was the
leading industry in Sperryville.

By 1890 the town of Sperryville boasted a population of 350 pecple. Within the
town then were three stores, one hotel, three flour mills, a woolen mill, a saw mill and
the C.C. Smoot and Sons tammery. In 1908 a Masonic Hall was built which also housed town
meetings and entertairments. As is evident from the location of the surviving late
19th- and early 20th-century residences, the center of the town developed at this time,
with the larger houses erected near the intersection of Routes 522 and 1001.

By 1910 Sperryville reached its prime. Four churches stood within the bustling
village: two Baptist, one Episcopal, and one Methodist. The town had five general
stores, five com and flour mills, a jeweler and watch maker, a saw mill, several fur-
niture dealers as well as a number of blacksmiths-wheelwrights. However, the growth
was abruptly halted in 1911 when the Smoot tammery closed, resulting in the loss of many
jobs. While a number of residents followed the business to North Carolina, others left
the town to find jobs elsewhere. Stores and businesses suffered along with local farmers
who could no longer sell bark to the tanmnery.

Temporary relief came in 1918 when the Rappsharmock Evaporating Plant began its
operations in Sperryville. The company furnished employment to the area residents,
while serving as a major outlet for apples grown on surrounding farms. The plant operated
wntil 1937 and was the last industry to serve Sperryville. Today, the town has only one
general store, seasonal produce stands, and a number of antique and gift shops.

Sperryville has been the site of a mmber of churches since the mid-19th century.
One of the first churches to be established in Sperryville was the Baptist, whose
Sperryville Baptist Church dates to 1838. In the 1925 the church was renamed the
Reynolds Memorial Church to honor a former pastor, and in 1929 the present church building
was erected. The Tuscan-style portico church was built after the plans of Charles W.
Hawkins whose use of the Tuscan order is unusual for this late date. The old meeting
house was destroyed by fire in 1968. The first Sperryville Methodist Church was built
in 1852, and was replaced in 1915 by the present church. Like the Reynolds Memorial
Church, the architectural style of the Methodist Church suggests an earlier period, in
this case, the eccleticism of the Romantic Revivals of the last quarter of the 19th century.
The last church in the village is the Church of God of Prophecy, housed in the former
Sperryville Episcopal Church, a wood-frame structure erected in ca. 1910.

RCC
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Description (contimued) and Boundary Justification

highway sign on Route 522 identifying the town of Sperryville. The properties within
the district are found on Plate 38A in the Rappaharmock County Commissioner of Revenue's
Office and Plate 38 for the Totten Mill House.

Boundary Justification: The boundary to the north is a natural boundary, the Thornton
River, as is the boundary to the south, the hills that originally defined the plain
upon which Francis Thornton, Jr. laid out the town. The east boundary is the same line
that defines the town limits of Sperryville for the Rappahannock County Commissioner of
Revenue's Office. The west boundary is Route 211 that runs along the Thornton River,
also the district's northern boundary. Non-contributing buildings include the C & P
Telephone building, the U.S. Post Office, a concrete block structure on the north side
of Route 1002 and metal sheds on the west side of Route 522 at its intersection with
Route 1001l. With the one exception of the Totten Mill House, all the buildings are
located on Plate 32A, Rappahamnock Commissioner of Revénue's Office. Since buildings
to the north of the Thornton River are not included, a gas station and several houses
are not part of the district marred by modern commercial intrusion.
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