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Shot Tower i
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Shot Tower
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7. DESCRIPTION. .

CONDITION {Check One)
Excellent [ Good K Fair ] Deteriorated [} Ruina (J Unexposed [
{Check QOne) (Check One}
INTEGRITY
Altered [ Unaitered X] Moved [ Qriginal Site [}

CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If khown) PHRYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built of local limestone, the Shot Tower is a seventy-five foot high, square
tower with a pyramidal roof. The walls are 2% feet thick, and the base of
the tower measures twenty feet square. At the top of the structure, on one
side, is a simple wooden balcony sheltering an entrance. Originally on the
interior there were winding wooden steps leading to the top to a room
containing a fireplace and chimney. Here there was a shaft which sunk to a
depth seventy-five feet below the floor through which the hot molten metal
was then poured through a sieve. The metal fell the depth of the shaft into
a kettle of water, it being thought necessary for the shot to fall this
distance to give it the proper ' round shape. The shaft connected with a
tunnel to the riverbank.
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(8. SIGNIFICANCE .

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIQD (Chaeck One or Mare as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century [ 18th Century [ 20th Century [
15th Century O 17th Century [T i9th Century K]
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Music O Transportation []

STATEMENTY OF SIGNIFICANCE {Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Built about 1807 by Thomas Jackson, the Shot Tower was used to manufacture
shot for the firearms of the frontiersmen and settlers., Using the lead
obtained from his Austinville mines, Jackson built the tower to manufacturs
commercial shot. As there was no war at the time, there was little
military market for the lead.

Ideally situated on a site overlooking the New River and the nearby ferry,
the Shot Tower was four miles from the lead mines, and just off one of
the main roads in the region. While the ammunition produced at the Shot
Tower was not used in any of the nation's wars, F., 3. Kegley, a local
historian of Wytheville, suggests that it represents '"the vision and
enterprise of an alert business man."

The structure itself is significant as it is one of only three shot towers
remaining in the United States, and possibly the only one of its particular
kind in the world. It stands as a relic and reminder of an industry
essential to the opening of America's frontier.
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[ NAME 77

COMMQN ShOt TOWEI‘

{2. LOCATION.

AND/QR HISTORIC: Shot Tower

STREET AND NUMBER: 1 mi. West of intersection of Route 608 and Route 52 2.3
mi, southeast ¢f intersection of Route 52 and Route 619.

CiTY QR TOWN:

STATE: | COopE JEOUNTY: CODE
o Virginia llvthe 197
[3. MAP REFERENCE - a

SOURCE:

U.8.G.S. 15', quadrangle Max Meadows

scaLe: 1:62500

loaTE: 1945

[4; REQUIREMENTS - .

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MARS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2, North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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[ NAME

common:  Shot Tower

AND/OR HISTORIC: Shot Tower

[2, LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER: .l mi., West of 1ntersect10n of Route 608 and Route 52 2 3
mi. southeast of intersection of Route 32 and Route 619,

CITY CR TOWN:

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Virginia 45 Wythe 197
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' Richmond, Virginia
iDENTIFICATION ‘ -

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

|
’ View of West side.
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