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v& DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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__FAIR © _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wirtland,a handsome Gothic Revival villa in the style of Andrew Jackson Downing,
was completed in 1850. The house, set on a low terrace amidst a romantically landscaped
park, {s approachedalong a winding drive intended to present the building from a variety
of picturesque angles..The park is informally planted with specimen evergreen and
deciduous trees. In front of the house is a broad, green lawn.

The cruciform brick structure is two stories tall and is covered with stucco
scored in imitation of masonry. The main block is five bays long and has six-over-nine
sash on the first floor and six-over-six sash on the second. All of the windows have
lousred blinds and the whole is covered with a gable roof with deeply projecting eaves
and bargeboards. The latter are cusped and are embellished with pendants perpendicular
to the roof planes. Two interior chimneys with coupled square stacks surmount the
central block, with a triple stack used on the ell,

Projecting from the west facade is a central porch tower, The ground floor
contains an open portico, with a Tudor-arch and hood mold in each face, and with a black-
and~white checkered marble floor. 1In the second story is a triple window, each opening
having a Tudor-arched head, and the whole united by continuous-mold., A striking L
Gothic-style balcony, with four pendants with acorn finials and flve—lobed cusped
spandrels further enlivens the tower facade. Bargeboards like those on the main block
are used on the tower. '

The two-bay ell is decorated in a manner similar to the main block, and has a
demi-octagonal, two-story projection at the rear, Full-length, one-story porches with
Tudor arches shelter either side of the ell,

The plan of Wirtland consists of a two-room main block with a central passage;
the latter leads to a cross-passage, in the ell, containing the stair. Behind the
cross-passage are three rooms grouped around the central chimney, with a small vestibule
in the projecting bay.

The parlor (south room) and the dining (north) room are decorated in a similar
fashion. Both have plaster cornices and light-grey marble mantels with chamfered
pilasters supporting cambered-soffit friezes with triangular spandrel panels carved with
oak leaves and acorns. A plaster cornice encircles both rooms. Both had lozenge-shaped
plaster ceiling medallions, but that in the dining room has fallen.

. In the entrance hall, there is also a plaster cornice and lozenge-shaped ceiling
medallion. The stair hall, with which it connects, has a niche with a corbel-stopped

hood mold in the south wall. This is dramatically set on axis with the front entrance .
so that, from the exterior, the visitor sees the niche enframed in three nearer hood- '
molded arches. ~The open-string stair has. a molded rail, - a spool-

turned newel, two slender balusters (turned in the same manner) to a tread, and sawn
brackets. Vertically fluted sheathing decorates the spandrel.

The southeast room of the éii has a plain dark-grey, Greek-Revival style marble
mantel and a plaster ceiling medallion in the shape of an eight-pointed star. -The

northeast and northwest rooms are unembellished.

The house survives in an excellent state of preservation.
DTU (see Continuation Sheet #l)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wirtland exemplifies the mid-nineteenth~century ideal of an American villa, With
its romantically landscaped park and carefully erafted Gothic Revival mansion, the
estate conforms precisely to the definition of a villa as stated by the noted apehj-
tectural‘ theorist Andrew Jackson Downing. In his Architecture of Country Houses
(1850) Downing described the villa as "the most refined home of America -- the home
of the most leisurely and educated class of citizen:"™ Further elaborating, Downing said
"Amid the serenity and peace of sylvan scenes, surrounded by the peremnnial freshmess of
nature, enriched without and within by objects of universal beauty and interest , . .
it is in such houses that we should look for the happiest social and moral deveIopmeﬁtof

» our people." Commenting on the architecture of a villa Downing wrote: ' In the fine
outlines of the whole edifice, whether dignified, graceful or picturesque, in the
spacious or varied verandas, arcades, and windows, in the select forms of windows,
chimney-tops, cornices, the artistic knowledge and feeling has full play. . . "Downing
felt that villas could be designed in various historic styles, but his personal
preference was for the Gothic. It was through his promotion of this style by the
publication, in his several books, of house designs by noted architects that buildings
In the style came to be erected from New England to California, °

The plans published by Downing, as well as those in other pattern books of the
period, are usually so precise and well~described that with them a local builder could
turn out a quite sophisticated structure without the benefit of an architect. This
fact makes it difficult to ascertain whether or not many of the vomantic houses of the
mid-nineteenth century are custom-designed by architects or are interpretations of
published plans by local builders. Such is the case with Wirtland. Although it is an
unusually sophisticated house of its type no architect has yet been associated with it,

Wirtland was erected c. 1850 by Dr. William Wirt, Jr. (1817-1898), son of the noted
jurist, statesman, and biographer of Patrick Henry. Dr. Wirt was a resident of .
Baltimore at the time of his marriage, in 1845, to Elizabeth Payne the only daughter of
Daniel Payne of Bleak Hall, Westmoreland County, Virginia. Wirt decided to settle in
Westmoreland County so that he could assist his wife in managing her landholdings there,
He did not choose to live on her property, however; instead he purchased land for his
estate from James C. Jett. Writing to his mother in June, 1850 Wirt made reference to
his new house then being erected. He stated his wish to live near the site in order
to superintend its construction and the "laying out of the grounds, planting and
shrubbery." 1In August of 1850 he wrote that he planned to move into Wirtland, as he
referred to it, the last week of that month. ’

Following Dr. Wirt's death in 1898 Wirtland was operated for several years as a
female boarding school (Wirtland Seminary) by Wirt's son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and
Mrs, William Dabney Wirt. 1In recent years the estate was owned by Mr. aud Mrs,

' (See Contiauation Sheet #1)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundaries are drawn to follow the field line on the south, the woods on the

east, and the 150-foot contour line on the west and north These boundaries
incorporate the landscaped park around the house, '
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8. Burton Slocum who undertook extensive repairs on the house. Today the property

is owned by Ingleside Plantation Nurseries, Inc. with the house and park maintained
as a private residence for members of the Flemer family, proprietors of the nursery.

The house stands in excellent condition and ranks among the state's outstanding
examples of Gothic Revival domestic architecture, Its park, with its many original

trees, is a rare survival of Victorian landscaping.

CCL & MTP

. DESCRIPTION

BOUNDARY JUSTIFLICATION : The boundaries incorporate the house and the
Victorian landscaped park surrounding it.
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