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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Wirtland,a handsome Gothic Revival v i l l a  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  Andrew Jackson Doming, 
was completed i n  1850. The house, s e t  on a  low t e r r a c e  amidst a  romant ica l ly ' landscaped 
park, i s  approacheda10ng a  winding d r i v e  intended t o  present  t h e  bu i ld ing  from a  v a r i e t y  
of  p ic turesque  a i g l e s . . T h e  park i s  informal ly  planted w i t h  specimen evergreen and 
deciduous t r e e s .  I n  f r o n t  of  t h e  house is a  broad, green lawn. 

The cruciform b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  i s  two s t o r i e s  t a l l  and i s  covered wi th  s tucco  
scored i n  i m i t a t i o n  of masonry. The main block i s  f i v e  bays long and has s ix-over-nine 
sa sh  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and s ix-over-s ix  sa sh  on t h e  second. A 1 1  o f  t h e  windows have 
l o w r e d  b l i n d s  and t h e  whole i s  covered wi th  a  gable  roof wi th  deeply p r o j e c t i n g  eaves 
and bargeboards. The l a t t e r  a r e  cusped and a r e  embellished wi th  pendants perpendicular  
t o  t h e  roof  planes.  Two i n t e r i o r  chimneys wi th  coupled square s t a c k s  surmount the  
c e n t r a l  b lock , ,w i th  a  t r i p l e  s t a c k  used on t h e  e l l .  

P r o j e c t i n g  from t h e  west facade i s  a  c e n t r a l  porch tower. The ground f l o o r  
con ta ins  an open p o r t i c o ,  w i th  a  Tudor-arch and hood mold i n  each f a c e ,  and wi th  a  black- 
and-white checkered marble f l o o r .  I n  t h e  second s t o r y  i s  a  t r i p l e  window, each opening 
having a  'kdor-arched head,and t h e  whole un i t ed  by continuous mold. A s t r i k i n g  . 

Gothic-s ty le  balcony, w i th  f o u r  pendants wi th  acorn f i n i a l s  and f ive-lobed cusped 
spandre ls  f u r t h e r  en l ivens  t h e  tower facade. Bargeboards l i k e  those on t h e  main block 
a r e  used on t h e  tower. 

The two-bay e l l  i s  decorated i n  a  manner s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  main block,  and has a  
demi-octagonal, two-story p r o j e c t i o n  a t  t h e  r e a r .  Ful l - length ,  one-s tory  porches wi th  
Tudor a rches  s h e l t e r  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  e l l .  

The p l an  of Wirt land c o n s i s t s  of a  two-room main block wi th  a  c e n t r a l  passage; 
t h e  l a t t e r  l e a d s  t o  a  cross-passage,  i n  t h e  e l l ,  con ta in ing  t h e  s t a i r .  Behind t h e  
cross-passage a r e  t h r e e  rooms grouped around the  c e n t r a l  chimney, w i t h  a  smal l  v e s t i b u l e  
i n  the  p r o j e c t i n g  bay. 

The p a r l o r  (south room) and t h e  d in ing  (nor th)  room a r e  decora ted  i n  a  s i m i l a r  
fashion.  Both have p l a s t e r  co rn ices  and l igh t -g rey  marble mantels  wi th  chamfered 
p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  cambered-soff i t  f r i e z e s  wi th  t r i a n g u l a r  spandre l  panqls carved with 
oak leaves  and acorns.  A p l a s t e r  co rn ice  e n c i r c l e s  both  rooms. Both had lozenge-shaped 
p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  medal l ions ,  bu t  t h a t  i n  the  d in ing  room has f a l l e n .  

I n  t h e  en t r ance  h a l l ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  p l a s t e r  co rn ice  and lozenge-shaped c e i l i n  
medall ion.  The s t a i r  h a l l ,  w i t h  which it connects ,  has a  n iche  wi th  a  corbel-s topped 
hood mold i n  t h e  south  wa l l .  This i s  d rama t i ca l ly  s e t  on a x i s  w i th  t h e  f r o n t  en t rance  
s o  t h a t ,  from t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  v i s i t o r  s e e s  t h e  n i che  enframed i n  t h r e e  nea re r  hood- 
molded arches.  The open-s t r ing  s t a i r  has a  molded r a i l ,  a, spool-  , . 
turned newel, two s l ende r  b a l u s t e r s  ( turned i n  t h e  same manner) t o  a  t r ead ,  and sawn 
brackets .  V e r t i c a l l y  f l u t e d  shea th ing  decora tes  t h e  spandrel .  

The sou theas t  room of the  e l l  has a  p l a i n  dark-grey, Greek-Revival s t y l e  marble 
mantel and a p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  medall ion i n  t h e  shape of  an e ight -poin ted  s t a r .  The 
no r theas t  and northwest rooms a r e  unembellished. 

The house su rv ives  i n  an e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of preserva t ion .  

DTU (see Continuat ion Sheet # l )  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Wirtland exempl i f ies  t h e  mid-nineteenth-century i d e a l  o f  an American v i l l a .  With 
i t s  roman t i ca l ly  landscaped park and c a r e f u l l y  c r a f t e d  Gothic Revival  mansion, the  
e s t a t e  conforms p r e c i s e l y  t o  the  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  v i l l a  a s  s t a t e d  by t h e  noted a r c h i -  
' t e c tu ra l  t h e o r i s t  Andrew Jackson Downing. I n  h i s  Archi tec ture  of Country Houses 
(1850) Downing descr ibed  t h e  v i l l a  as  "the most r e f ined  home of America -- t h e  home 
o f  t h e  most l e i s u r e l y  and educated c l a s s  of c i t i z e n ; "  Fur the r  e labora t ing , .  ~ o b i n ~  s a i ,  
I t  Amid t h e  s e r e n i t y  and peace o f  sy lvan  scenes ,  surrounded by t h e  p e r e n n i a l  f reshness  of  
na ture ,  enr iched  wi thout  and w i t h i n  by o b j e c t s  of  u n i v e r s a l  beauty and i n t e r e s t  . . . 
i t  i s  i n  such houses t h a t  we should look f o r  ' the  happ ies t  s o c i a l  and moral d e v e ~ o ~ m e ~ t o :  
our  people,"' Commenting on t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  a  v i l l a  Downing wrote: " I n  t h e  f i n e  
o u t l i n e s  of t h e  whole e d i f i c e ,  whether d i g n i f i e d ,  g r a c e f u l  o r  p i c tu resque ,  i n  t h e  
spac ious  o r  v a r i e d  verandas, a rcades ,  and windows, i n  the  se1ec.t forms of  windows, 

I I chimney-tops, co rn ices ,  t h e  a r t i s t i c  knowledge and f e e l i n g  has f u l l  play. . . Downing 
f e l t  t h a t  v i l l a s  could be designed i n  va r ious  h i s t o r i c  s t y l e s ,  bu t  h i s  personal  
preference  was f o r  t h e  Gothic. It was through h i s  oromotion of  t h i s  s t y l e  by t h e  
pub l i ca t ion ,  i n  h i s  s e v e r a l  books, of house designs by noted a r c h i t e c t s  t h a t  bui ld ings  
i n  t h e  s t y l e  came t o  be e rec t ed  from New England t o  Ca l i fo rn ia .  ' 

The p lans  published by Downing, as  we l l  a s  those  i n  o t h e r  p a t t e r n  books of  t h e  
period,  a r e  u s u a l l y  s o  p r e c i s e  and well-described t h a t  wi th  them a  l o c a l  b u i l d e r  could 
turn  out  a  q u i t e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  without  t h e  bene f i t  of an a r c h i t e c t .  This 
f a c t  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether o r  n o t  many of  t h e  romantic houses of t h e  
mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  a r e  custom-designed by a r c h i t e c t s  o r  a r e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  
published plans by l o c a l  b u i l d e r s .  Such i s  t h e  case  wi th  Wirtland. Although i t  is an 
unusual ly  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  house of  i t s  type no a r c h i t e c t  has y e t  been a s soc ia t ed  wi th  it. 

Wirtland was e r e c t e d  c. 1850 by Dr. William Wirt, Jr. (1817-1898), son of t h e  notec 
j u r i s t ,  s ta tesman,  and b iographer  of P a t r i c k  Henry. D r .  W i r t  was a  r e s i d e n t  of 
Baltimore a t  t h e  time of  h i s  marr iage,  i n  1845,to E l i zabe th  Payne t h e  on ly  daughter  o f  
Daniel Payne of Bleak Hal l ,  Westmoreland County, V i rg in i a .  N i r t  decided t o  s e t t l e  i n  
Westmoreland County s o  t h a t  he could a s s i s t  h i s  wife  i n  menaging h e r  landholdings there .  
He d i d  n o t  choose t o  l i v e  on h e r  proper ty ,  however; i n s t ead  h e p r c h a s e d l a n d  f o r  h i s  
e s t a t e  from James C.  J e t t .  Wri t ing t o  h i s  mother i n  June, 1850 Wirt made r e fe rence  t o  
h i s  new house then being e rec t ed .  He s t a t e d  h i s  wish t o  l i v e  near  t h e  s i t e  i n  o rde r  
t o  super in tend  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  " laying o u t  o f  t h e  grounds, p l an t ing  and 
shrubbery." I n  August of  1850 he wrote t h a t  he planned t o  move i n t o  Wirtland, a s  he 
r e f e r r e d  t o  i t ,  the  l a s t  week of t h a t  month, 

Following D r .  Wirt's dea th  i n  1898 Wirtland was operated f o r  s e v e r a l  years  a s  a  
female boarding school  (Wirtland Seminary) by Wirt's son and daughter-in-law. blr- and 
Xrs. William Dabney W i r t .  I n  r ecen t  years  t h e  e s t a t e  bras owned by i\lr. and Mrs. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet # I )  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
The boundaries  a r e  drawn t o  fol low t h e  f i e l d  l i n e  on the  sou th ,  t h e  wsods on the  
e a s t ,  and t h e  150-foot contour  l i n e  on the  west and nor th .  These boundaries 
incorpora te  t h e  landscaped park around t h e  house. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

8. ~ u r t o n  Slocum who undertooic ex tens ive  r e p a i r s  on the  house. t h e  proper ty  
i s  owned by I n g l e s i d e  P l a n t a t i o n  Nurser ies ,  Inc. wi th  t h e  house and park maintained 
as  a  p r i v a t e  res idence  f o r  members of  t h e  Flemer family,  p r o p r i e t o r s  of the  nursery.  

The house s t ands  i n  e x c e l l e n t  condi t ion  and ranks among t h e  s t a t e ' s  outs tanding  
examples of Gothic Revival  domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Its p a r k , w i t h  i t s  many o r i g i n a l  
t r e e s ,  i s  a r a r e  s u r v i v a l  of  Victorian landscaping. 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION -- 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION : The boundaries incorpora te  the  house and t h e  
Vic to r i an  landscaped park surrounding i t .  






