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Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X -excellent -deteriorated - unaltered X original site N/A 
- good - ruins 1L altered -moved date 
-fair -,unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Chimney Rock Farm, a l s o  known a s  The Willows, i n  Tazewell County, is a r e f ined  three-  
porch, o r  Pal ladian-type,  dwelling constructed ca.  1843 by what is bel ieved t o  be a Bedford 
County bu i lde r .  The house is  r e l a t e d  i n  form and plan  t o  a number of  Tidewater and Piedmont 
Pal ladian  houses, t h e  prototype f o r  which is t h e  Semple House i n  Williamsburg whose design 
may have been influenced by Thomas Je f fe r son .  

Chimney Rock Farm c o n s i s t s  of a  pedimented two-story center  pav i l ion  f lanked by one- 
s t o r y  wings. The f r o n t  and s i d e  e l eva t ions  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, while t h e  r e a r  eleva- 
t i o n  i s  l a i d  i n  f ive-course American bond. The facade mortar j o i n t s  a r e  penciled.  The 
house is underpinned by b r i ck  and sits on a high basement. Typical of t h e  form, the  three- 
bay cen te r  pav i l ion  is  temple form wi th  a pedimented gable.  A l u n e t t e  f i l l s  most of t h e  
tympanum. The pediment cornice a s  w e l l  a s  those on t h e  wings a r e  embellished by a d e l i c a t e  
gui l loche ,  mutules, and punch-and-dentil work. The f i r s t  s t o r y  of t h e  c e n t r a l  pav i l ion  i s  
shaded by a Vic to r i an  porch topped by a sawn-work r a i l i n g .  The gable ends of  t h e  wings 
have molded rake boards. The f e n e s t r a t i o n  p a t t e r n  i s  6/9 a l l  around except f o r  t h e  ha l f -  
s t o r y  openings. A l l  p r i n c i p a l  windows have wooden sills and p l a i n  wooden l i n t e l s  with 
turned corner blocks. Ex te r io r  chimneys with stepped weatherings a r e  a t  t h e  end of each 
wing and on t h e  nor th  wal l  o f  t h e  cen te r  pav i l ion .  Or ig inal  wooden g r i l l s  have been pre- 
served i n  basement openings. The roof i s  sheathed with pressed metal  i n  a  sh ing le  p a t t e r n .  
A l a r g e ,  r ecen t  frame add i t ion  i s  a t tached t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  west wing, and a one-story 
b r i c k  add i t ion  s t r e t c h e s  ac ross  t h e  rest of t h e  r e a r .  These add i t ions  have been wel l  
in t eg ra ted  i n  t h a t  t h e  v i s u a l  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  facade has been maintained. 

The p lan  of  t h e  house is  s i m i l a r  t o  i ts  Tidewater and Piedmont counterpar ts .  The center  
pav i l ion  conta ins  t h e  ent rance  h a l l  and p a r l o r  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a bedroom on t h e  
second f l o o r ;  t h e  l i b r a r y  i s  located  i n  the  e a s t  wing and a bedroom i n  t h e  west wing. The 
hal f -s tory  over each wing, l i g h t e d  only by end windows, conta ins  a  bedroom. The f in i shed  
basement of t h e  c e n t r a l  pav i l ion ,  once used a s  a  k i tchen,  conta ins  a  d in ing room. The 
basement rooms under t h e  wings funct ion  as u t i l i t y  rooms. The add i t ion  conta ins  family rooms 
and a ki tchen.  

The simply executed t r i m  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  with t h e  exception of t h e  reeded p a r l o r  cornice 
which was i n s t a l l e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  owners. Much of  t h e  t r i m  has been pain ted  t o  resemble 
golden oak. The d e l i c a t e  quar ter - turn ,  open-string s t a i r  is located  i n  t h e  entrance h a l l .  
There a r e  two square b a l u s t e r s  pe r  t r e a d ,  and t h e  handra i l  i s  molded. A recessed-panel 
wainscot, c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h a t  used i n  each f i r s t - s t o r y  room, enc i rc le s  t h e  room and ramps 
up t h e  s t a i r  wal l  where it is capped by a ha l f -handra i l  and terminated a t  each end by s lender  
half-newel pos ts .  The f i r s t - f l o o r  mantels a r e  marked by s lender ,  s t r e t ched  proport ions and 
a r e  l i g h t l y  decorated by gouge work and deeply molded cornices.  The l i b r a r y  mantel i s  t h e  
most s t r i k i n g  of t h e  t h r e e .  The en tab la tu re  blocks and c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  a r e  carved with 
f l u t e d  e l l i p t i c a l  pa te rae ,  and t h e  whole is topped by a deeply molded cornice wi th  a reeded 
d e n t i l  band. The cab ine t s  i n  t h e  west bedroom a r e  modern, and t h e  en t ry  t o  t h e  enclosed 
s t a i r  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  provided t h e  only  access t o  t h e  bedroom over t h i s  wing is  posi t ioned 
i n  t h i s  room. Second-story bedrooms a r e  simply d e t a i l e d .  Baseboards r a t h e r  than wainscoting 
a r e  found i n  each room, and mantels a r e  t r e a t e d  conservatively.  A quar ter - turn  s t a i r  l eads  
from t h e  second-floor h a l l  t o  t h e  f in i shed  a t t i c  over t h e  c e n t r a l  block. This graceful  S t a i r  
i s  s imi la r  i n  design t o  the  main s t a i r ,  t h e  d i f fe rences  being t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of  a  baseboard 
f o r  t h e  wainscot and d i s s i m i l a r  s c r o l l  brackets .  

No o r i g i n a l  dependencies a r e  a s soc ia ted  with Chimney Rock Farm. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law -science 
-agriculture -economics -literature sculpture . . _X_' architecture -education - military - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry politicsigovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention , - .  - other (speclty) 

Specific dates ca. 1843 BuilderiArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Chimney Rock Farm, a l s o  known a s  The Willows, i s  t h e  p u r e s t  example of t h e  three-par t ,  
o r  Palladian-type, house i n  Southwest Virgin ia .  While t h i s  form was employed extens ively  
i n  Tidewater and Piedmont Virgin ia ,  Pal ladian  houses a r e  r a r e l y  found-in t h e  f a r t h e r  reaches 
of  t h e  s t a t e .  Prominently s i t e d  on t h e  West Fork of  Plum Creek i n  Tazewell County, t h e  
house was b u i l t  ca .  1843 f o r  Hervey 'George, 'ti successful  lawyer and farmer who served a s  
county j u s t i c e . a n d  s h e r i f f b e f o r e  r ep iesen t ing  Tazewell a s  a de legate  t o  t h e  General Assembly 
during t h e  C i v i l  War: W c a l  t r a d i t i o n m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  bu i lde r  was a Bedford county man 
who worked i n  Lynchburg and b u i l t  t h r e e o t h e r , h o u s e s  i n  t h e  county: 'The property takes  i t s  
name from a prominent land form on Knob Mountain c a l l e d  Chimney Rock, which is  p l a i n l y  
v i s i b l e  from t h e  house. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

William George, t h e  f a t h e r  of Hervey George, was a prominent e a r l y  c i t i z e n  of Tazewell. 
He acquired land by g r a n t  and deed on t h e  Clinch River a s  e a r l y  a s  1795 when t h i s  a rea  was 
s t i l l  a p a r t  of Wythe County. H e  continued t o  enlarge h i s  holdings a f t e r  Tazewell was 
formed from Wythe i n  1799, purchasing t r a c t s  nor th  and e a s t  of  t h e  courthouse, some i n  
Garden Mountain and o t h e r s  i n  Burkes Garden. H e  a l s o  owned severa l  l o t s  i n  J e f f e r s o n v i l l e  
( t h e  o r i g i n a l  name f o r  t h e  town of  Tazewell) which were l a t e r  charged with s u b s t a n t i a l  build-  
ing  values i n  t h e  land books. County records  r evea l  t h a t  he was appointed t o  a committee 
of th ree  t o  survey land f o r  t h e  town's pub l i c  bui ld ings  i n  1800. The next year he obtained 
a s t o r e  l i c e n s e  and developed i n  t h e  town a f lour i sh ing  dry  goods and general  s t o r e  known 
a s  "George and Co." and sometimes a s  " W i l l i a m  George and John Evans." I n  1801 he  a l s o  was 
appointed a j u s t i c e  of  t h e  peace and q u a l i f i e d  a s  county coroner. The inventory of h i s  
personal  e s t a t e  i n  January 1810 d e p i c t s  an  impressive a r r a y  of  s t o r e  merchandise as well 
a s  personal  proper ty  cons i s t ing  of f i f t e e n  s l aves  and valuable  farm equipment and l ives tock.  
In  add i t ion ,  h i s  accounts  r ece ivab le  amounted t o  over $5,500. Upon t h e  death of h i s  widow, 
Jane, i n  1820, r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  these  p r o p e r t i e s  devolved on t h e  Georges 's three sons -- 
Henry P. George, John B. George, and Hervey George. Each of  t h e  t h r e e  became a well-to-do 
and prominent c i t i z e n  of Tazewell and represented  Tazewell County i n  t h e  General Assembly. 

Hervey George, t h e  youngest, i s  f i r s t  recorded a s  a purchaser of property independent 
of h i s  family holdings i n  23 February, 1820. H e  pa id  $66.00 f o r  " . . .a  c e r t a i n  l o t t  i n  t h e  
town of Jeffersonville. . .known a s  t h e  F i f t h  L o t t  i n  the  p lan  of s a i d  town...on the  S.E. 
s i d e  from t h e  Public  Square ..."I Having q u a l i f i e d  a s  deputy s h e r i f f  i n  1819, he became jus- 
t i c e  of  t h e  peace i n  1820, commissioner of taxes  i n  1821, and a capta in  i n  a caval ry  troop 
i n  1823. I n  1827 he bought h i s  second piece  of proper ty ,  a t r a c t  of  165 a c r e s  located  i n  
both Tazewell and Russel l  counties .  

In  1829 Hervey George bought from house jo iner  William W i l l i a m s  f i v e  contiguous t r a c t s  
located  about six m i l e s  west of  t h e  courthouse which W i l l i a m s  had assembled on Plum Creek 
from f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  owners. Examination of  both  t h e  deed book records  of  t h i s  t r ansac t ion  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 a c r e s  

Quadrangle name Tazewell South, Va. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on S s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route 91, 
on2680 '  contour and about  14,900' SW of i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Route 91 and U.S. Business Route 
19/460 west ramp; thence about 400' SSE; thence about 450' SW; thence about 200' NW t o  S 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 
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AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for,the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
6651, 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1980 S t a t e  
Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, Virg in ia  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The r e g i s t e r  bounds have been de l inea ted  t o  inc lude  only t h e  house. The t o t a l  nominated 
acreage i s  t h r e e  ac res .  

MH 
8 .  SIGNIFICANCE 

and land t a x  book e n t r i e s  over t h e  next  decade r evea l s  no change i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  va lues  on 
these  t r a c t s  u n t i l  1840. By 1843, however, t he  land t a x  book showed t h a t  t h e  value of bui ld-  
ing  improvements on t h i s  proper ty  had increased  t o  $1,000. This d a t e s  t h e  completion o f  
Hervey George's b r i c k  house, probably begun i n  1840, with s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  ca. 1857. 

George meanwhile had served a s  school commissioner i n  1830 and de legate  t o  the  General 
Assembly f o r  two terms from 1832-34. He a l s o  had increased  h i s  landholdings on Plum Creek, 
acqui r ing  i n  1835 t h r e e  t r a c t s  conta in ing  1,235 a c r e s  from John and Eas te r  Allen. By the  
1840s he owned t h r e e  l o t s  i n  t h e  town, each of which was taxed f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  bu i ld ings .  
Other deeds during t h i s  per iod  i d e n t i f y  him a s  a t r u s t e e  on many documents, a s  provider  of 
a bond f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  appointment t o  cons table ,  and a s  a p r a c t i c i n g  a t to rney .  I n  1846 
he was again appointed deputy s h e r i f f .  Following b r i e f  se rv ice  a s  s h e r i f f ,  he was again 
e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  General Assembly i n  1848 and 1849. With t h e  outbreak of t h e  C i v i l  War, he  
was re turned t o  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and served a s  de legate  u n t i l  1863. H i s  l a s t  o f f i c i a l  
a c t  a s  p res id ing  judge of t h e  Tazewell County Court i n  1864 was t o  urge t h e  Governor o f  
Virg in ia  t o  exempt t h e  county from a genera l  r e q u i s i t i o n  f o r  s l aves  t o  labor  on t h e  f o r t i f i -  
c a t i o n s  i n  Richmond. 

George l i v e d  a t  Chimney Rock Farm u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1865. H i s  wi fe ,  S a l l i e ,  had 
predeceased him, and he l e f t  no w i l l .  Consequently t h e  land and house i n  which he residedwere 
inhe r i t ed  by h i s  two daughters ,  Laura J .  French and Mary M.  McCall. I n  1875 t h e  daughters 
and t h e i r  husbands s o l d  t h e  proper ty  o u t  of t h e  hands o f  t h e  family. The house is  now owned 
by M r .  and M r s .  D. H. Harrold of Tazewell. 

l ~ a z e w e l l  County Deed Book 3 ,  p. 102. -- 
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