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-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
For t  Stover ,  one of a  group of Germanic houses c a l l e d  f o r t s  because of t h e i r  

vaul ted  c e l l a r s ,  is s e t  a t  t h e  edge of a  s t e e p  escarpnent  f ac ing  ac ross  t h e  f l a t  
Shenandoah River  bottom land t o  Massanutten Mountain beyond. 

The house is a two-story, rubble  s tone  bui ld ing  s e t  w i th  i t s  r idge  p a r a l l e l  
t o  the  contours  of the  h i l l  i n  such a  manner t h a t  t h e  basement p r o j e c t s  i ts  f u l l  
height  above grade on the  r i v e r  (west) s i d e  allowing ground-level e n t r y  t o  it 
here and ground-level en t rance  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  a t  t h e  r e a r .  

t 
F o r t  S tover  i s  t h r e e  bays wide wi th  t h e  f r o n t  en t rance  i n  t h e  nor th  bay of the  

west s i d e .  The windows on t h e  west a r e  evenly spaced, but t h e  openings on the  f i r s t  
and t h e  second s t o r i e s  a r e  not  a l igned.  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  on t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  is 
i r r e g u l a r .  Late  4/4 s a s h  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  used i n  a11 of t h e  windows, which have small  
s tone  jack arches  over  them. The whole i s  surmounted by a  gable roof and i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys. 

1 The p lan  of F o r t  Stover  is  t h a t  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Rhenish Flurkuchenhaus except 
t h a t  two end chimneys a r e  used i n  p lace  of the  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t r a l  s t ack  t o  g i v e  t h e  
house a more up-to-date ang l i c i zed  appearance. 

The basement c o n s i s t s  o f  a  narrow room running along t h e  nor th  end correspond- 

k ing  wi th  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  - kiiche and conta in ing  a  cooking f i r e p l a c e .  From it one s t e p s  
down i n t o  a  vau l t ed  room occupying most of the  remainder of t h e  basement l e v e l .  It 
is t h i s  v a u l t ,  wi th  i ts  v e n t i l a t i n g  openings narrowing t o  a  s l i t  on t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  
which i s  re spons ib le  f o r  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  house was intended t o  se rve  a s  a  f o r t .  
Actual ly,  i t  is  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  found i n  t h e  Rhineland and was used t o  main- 
t a i n  a  s u i t a b l y  coo l  temperature f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  of meats and pe r i shab le  foods. 
Numerous hooks and n a i l s  i n  the  c e i l i n g  a t t e s t  t o  its use  i n  t h i s  manner. Steps i n  
t h e  nor theas t  corner  of t h i s  room once l e d  t o  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  but  have been closed 
o f f .  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  c o n s i s t s  of a  narrow w, o r  k i t chen  running the  width of the  
nor th  end o f  t h e  house; a  l a r g e  stube, o r  p a r l o r ,  i n  t h e  southwest corner;  and a  

' smal ler  kammer, o r  chamber, s e t  o f f  from the  - s tube  by v e r t i c a l  shea th ing ,  i n  t h e  
southeas t  corner .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  room r i s e s  an enclosed winder s t a i r .  

The second-floor p lan  is s i m i l a r  t o  the  f i r s t ,  but  the  r e l a t i v e  s i z e s  of the  
spaces corresponding t o  t h e  and t h e  -/kammer have been reversed.  There was, 
i n  add i t ion ,  o r i g i n a l l y  no p a r t i t i o n  between t h e  two southern  rooms, and the  o r i g i n a l  
p a r t i t i o n  between t h e  - k k h e  and the  stube chambers is made of v e r t i c a l  bevel-edged 
sheathing.  

On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t he  kiiche i s  r e l a t i v e l y  p la in .  I ts o f f - c e n t e r  segmental 
f i r e p l a c e  opening has been c losed ,  and i t  has su f fe red  t h e  l o s s  o f  some tr im. 

The stube i s  decorated wi th  a  pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  and a  molded mantel she l f  
running t h e  l eng th  of t h e  chimney b r e a s t .  It has a segmental f i r e p l a c e  openi.ng and 
a  r a i s e d  hear th .  

(See con t inua t ion  s h e e t  8 2 )  I 
I 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

The kammer i s  now the  most spec tacu la r ly  decorated f i r s t - f l o o r  room. Besides 
a heavy pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  it a l s o  has a  massive, c l a s s i c a l l y  molded s h e l f  w i th  
mushroom-shaped pegs i n  the  f a s c i a  mounted j u s t  above t h e  door. A s i m i l a r  s h e l f  
has apparent ly  been removed from the  -. An o r i g i n a l  corner  cupboard i n  t h e  
southeas t  corner  of t h e  k a m e r  was missing by the  1930s. 

On the  second f l o o r  an exposed molded square bearing j o i s t  runs t h e  
length  o f  t h e  house ca r ry ing  t r ansve r se  exposed j o i s t s  of t h e  same s i z e  and wi th  
s i m i l a r  moldings. The l a r g e  k&he chamber is decorated with a  pedes ta l  c h a i r  
r a i l ,  a molded co rn ice  s h e l f  running t h e  length  of the  chimney b r e a s t ,  and a 
segmental opening. There is a cupboard i n  the  nor theas t  corner  between the  
chimney and t h e  e a s t  wa l l .  I t  has pegs i n s i d e  and i s  surmounted by a heavy 
molded co rn ice .  I ts  double three-panel  doors have been removed but they are 
s t o r e d  i n  t h e  a t t i c .  An enclosed a t t i c  s t a i r  r i s e s  i n  the  southeas tcorner  o f  
t h i s  room. 

The only  s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  house has been t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  
frame, shed-roofed k i t chen  which is supported on posts  and a t tached a t  f i r s t -  
f l o o r  l e v e l  over t h e  west k i t c h e n  doorway. No e a r l y  outbui ld ings  survive .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

, The Stover  House, t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c a l l e d  For t  Stover ,  is  an outs tanding example 
o f  a t r a n s i t i o n a l  Rhenish house of t h e  l a t e  18th century.  Retaining such European 
fea tu res  a s  a three-room Flurkuchenhaus plan,  vaul ted  c e l l a r ,  and bank s i t i n g  , 

t h e  house 's  end chimneys and three-bay fac,ade r e f l e c t  t h e  growing a c c u l t u r a t i o n  of 
Germanic groups t o  Anglo-American c u l t u r e  i n  the  Shenandoah Valley.  Bu i l t  and long 
owned by t h e  Stover  family,  t he  house r e t a i n s  most of i t s  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  and some 
e a r l y  p a i n t  i n  t h e  second f l o o r  rooms. It i s  among t h e  bes t  preserved and l e a s t  a l t e r e d  
o f  the  important group of 18th-century log  and s t o n e  German houses of the  Massanutten 
S e t t l e x e n t .  

Daniel Stover  f i r s t  bou$ht l and  i n  t h e  Massanutten a r e a  from P e t e r  Ruffnaugh 
i n  1746. A t  g h a t  time-he acquired,  f o r  f i v e  s h i l l i n g s ,  ac res  "on South River 
of Sharendo /Shenandoahi a t  t h e  mouth of Hawksbill Reek?P By 1787, Samuel S tover  
(d. 1807), t g e  o r i g i n a l  r e s i d e n t ' s  son and probable bu i lde r  of t h e  house, was 
charged i n  t h e  land t a x  books wi th  t h e  possession of 694 ac res  i n  t h r e e  pa rce l s ,  a 
holding which changed con t inua l ly  over  t h e  course of t h e  next t e n  years .  Af te r  S tover ' s  
death h i s  196 a c r e  home t r a c t  passed t o  h i s  sons Daniel, who go t  t h e  l a r g e r  por t ion ,  
and Samuel, Jr., who s o l d  h i s  po r t ion  t o  h i s  b ro the r  i n  1817. S tovers  he ld  t h e  
property throughout the  antebellum period.  

W ,  MTP 

1. Augusta County Deed Book I, 60, (1746). 
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VERBALBOUNDARY DESCRIPTlON The For t  S tover  proper ty  i s  bounded by a l i n e  beginning 
a t  a po in t  200 f e e t  W of t h e  end of t h e  unimproved sou the rn  extens ion  of S t a t e  Route 
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E t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  S s i d e  of  unimproved ex tens ion  of S t a t e  Route 660; t hen  fol lowing 
S and W s i d e s  of s a i d  ex tens ion  f o r  a d i s t ance  of  a l i t t l e  l e s s  than  600 f e e t ;  then  ex- 
tending a l i t t l e  over  400 f e e t  WSN; thence extending a l i t t l e  ove r  400 f e e t  NW t o  po in t  
of o r i g i n .  
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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AS the designated State Historic Historic Presewatton Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665).  1 

and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 






