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Fox Hill Plantation, an open level tract of farmland on the Northern Neck of
Virginia, is the site of an L-shaped, two-story house built there during the first
quarter of the 19th century. Although popularly believed to have been built in three
sections, the uninterrupted Flemish-bond brickwork shows the entire house was built at
one time. The facade is five bays long with 9/9 sash. Jack arches are used over the
first-floor openings, and rowlock lintels are used over the second-floor windows as well
as the basement openings, which are set below a beveled water table. The low- ~hipped roof
is decorated with a molded brick cornice (an unusual feature in eastern Vlrglnla)and
surmounted by tall interior end chimneys with corbelled caps. The other long sides of
the building follow the same general morphology, and putlog holes encircle the building
at second-story level \

The . plan of Fox Hill is a variation of the "I-house'" plan sometimes found among
large early 19th-century houses in Tidewater Virginia. The front section has a familiar
central-passage, single-pile plan, with one room on either side of the stair passage, -
while the southwestern arm of the ell repeats the plan by appending another stair passage
and room to the front section, producing a room-passage-room-passage-room arrangement.

At the west end of the ell is an original brick lean-to closet (now a kltchen) half the
size of the adJacent room, :

The decoration in the house is restrained, but well-crafted. The north parlor is
the principal room. It has recessed-panel wainscoting with a pedestal chair rail and a
mantel consisting of reeded pilasters supporting an unembellished architrave with
entablature blocks and a central tablet. The whole is surmounted by a shelf emphasized
by profuse, exaggerated moldings. Flanking the chimney breast are round-arched niches
with attenuated pilasters similar to those on the mantel and with molded keystones whose
soffits extend the depth of the recessed~panel intrados, '

The passage also has a pedestal chair rail, capping plain wainscoting. The open~
string stair has a light turned newelj a round, ramped-and-eased banister; two rectangular
balusters to a tread; and sawn scrolled brackets.

The southeast parlor, probably originally a dining room, is decorated similarly to
the north parlor, except that the mantel has a reeded central tablet. The niches to either
side of the fireplace serve as cupboards and are fitted with glazed doors retaining much
of their original glass, The brickwork of the original jack arch over the f1rep1ace,
which was never plastered, is of a notably h1gh quallty.v

The rear passage decoration is like that in the front passage except that the stair
brackets are somewhat plainer. The ell room, which now serves as a dining room but which
was probably a chamber originally, has wainscoting and a chair rail similar to the other
first-floor rooms. The mantellacks the central tablet and is generally somewhat more
attenuated in its proportions than those in the parlor. The adjacent lean-to room has

‘been converted to a kitchen. It probably served originally as a closet and consequently

was undecorated.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fox Hill Plantatlon, an open stretch of farmland near the Rappahannock R1ver in
Lancaster County, is named for its 17th-century owner, David Fox, rich and powerful
planter who called the tract Hill Plantation. Known in later years as Farmville, the
property is nofable as well for its L-shaped early 19th-century house., The 1atter

is distinguished by its outstandlng brickwork, handsome interiors, well-maintained’
but little-altered condition, and striking outbulldlngs. As a group, the buildings
are representative of the unacademic but architecturally sophisticated plantation -
groups of many prosperous Virginians in the national period.

The Hill Plantation was one of several owned by David Fox I, who served on the
first Lancaster County Court in 1652. An exceptionally wealthy man for his time and
place, Fox bestowed large amounts of silver and fine clothing upon his children before
his death. Although no test excavations have been made, the site of Fox's house may
be within the boundaries of the property under nomination, and this could be of
archaeological interest. The Hill Plantation descended in Fox's family into the 18th
century. It was acquired sometime in the first half of the 18th century by John Chinn,
whose descendant Elizabeth Chinn married Richard Selden II (d.1823) in 1774. Selden,
who acquired the plantation in 1793, apparently named it Farmville and bu11t the present
house near the end of his life, :

The present owmer, Miss Mar jorie Eastwick, acquired the property in the 1940s and
renamed it Fox('s) Hill Plantation, in commemoration of the original owmers..
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Two original outbuildings survive. Aligned with the house and directly south
of it is a two-story, three-bay brick kitchen built of brick laid in Flemish bond.:
The brickwork is of a slightly different character from that of the house. The
mortar joints are scored, while those of the main house are struck, and remnants
of glazing survive on the headers. The interior bonding is English, while that on
the main house is three-course American bond. Finally, a molded wood cornice is
used on the kitchen. In spite of these differences, the two buildings appear to be
close contemporaries. One traditional date for the house, 1803, seems to be a little
too early for the present structure. However, the old-fashioned brickwork of the
kitchen suggests that an 1803 house to which that outbuilding belonged may have been
destroyed not long after its construction and replaced with the present house.

Other notable features of the kitchen include 6/6 sash with 18th-century
muntin profiles, stuccoed first-floor jack arches, and putlog holes. The plan is
that of a single room with exposed beaded joists on the first floor; two rooms
and a stair tall, divided by horizontal board partitions with hand-headed cut nails,
occupy the second floor. The interior brickwork has been crudely repointed with
Portland cement. There is a full cellar under the building.

Directly west of the kitchen is an original pyramidal-roofed smokehouse built
of brick laid in Flemish bond of similar workmanship to the main house.

No other outbuildings of note survive, Reputedly, the main house and kitchen
were once part of a line of five domestic buildings. One of these, a two-story
pyramidal-roofed brick dairy built in Flemish bond with glazed headexrs, isshown by
an old photograph to have stood between the house and the kitchen. No evidence of

the others survives.

Because Fox Hill Plantation is a flat, open, essentially undifferentiated
tract of land, the register bounds have been drawn to encompass a portion of the
surrounding fields large enough to include the probable sites of any vanished

domestic and farm structures.
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. Fox Hill Plantation

Landaster County, Virginia
Floor Plan - Scale: 1"=10!

Credit: Va. Historic Landrarks

Commission, 1978




. Fox Hill Plantation
‘Lancaster County, Virginia
Kitchen Floor Plan
Scales 1"=10!

Credit: Va. Historic Land'r:arks '
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