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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Chericoke is an open farm tract in southwestern King William County. The large,
brick plantation house, set on a rise which drops off abruptly to the Pamunkey River
bottom land immediately below it, is two-and-one-half stories tall, three bays wide, and
set on a high basement. Built of brick laid in Flemish bond, it has recessed plastered
spandrel panels separating the windows of each level. White wooden lintels and 6/6 sash
are used in the first- and second-floor openings, with rowlock lintels and 3/3 sash in the
basement. A box cornice and small gabled dormers with four-light casement sash at the
front and rear mark the low hipped roof with its two square interior chimney stacks. On
the river front of Chericoke is an original two~story portico with square Doric piers and
a round banister with square balusters. A similar porch on the land front was replaced
in the mid-19th ceatury by a one- story pedlmented portico with four Doric piers. To the
south is a late 19th-century, two-story, three-bay frame'kitchen wing. It is covered with
weatherboards and has a low hipped roof and interior flue. ' :

The plan of Chericoke is an interesting variation on the standard central-passage,
double-pile Georgian plan. The front tier of rooms is deeper than the rear, and the
chimneys are located on the lateral partition. The hall passage is L-~shaped and occupies
the entire left rear (northeast) corner of the house.

The open-string stair ascends in this rear extension, against the lateral partition.
It has sawn brackets, a round ramped-and-eased banister, urn-shaped newels, and two
rectangular balusters to a tread. Because the shape of the passage requires the omission
of part of the front-to-rear partition, its function is filled by a freestanding baseless
Tuscan column set in the line of the absent partition.

The (northwest) parlor, the most elaborate room in the plainly decorated house, has
a pedimented chair rail with a fluted frieze and reeded, symmetrically molded trim with
bull's-eye blocks. The mantel is composed of two Tuscan columns supporting entablature
blocks with vertical fluted ellipses. The frieze and the shelf fascia are fluted. The
southwest room is decorated in a similar manner but without the fluting on the chair rail.

In addition to the stair and Tuscan column, the passage is embellished with a fluted
chair rail, a fluted fascia at second-floor level, and symmetrically molded trim with six-
pointed stars in the corner blocks.

One early outbuilding survives. It is a pyramidal-roofed, frame smokehouse, and it
may be contemporary with the house.

Southwest of the house is a cemstery in which Carter Braxton (1736-1797), signer of
the Declaration of Independence, is reputed vo nave been buried in an ummarked grave. All
of the other graves in the burying ground date from the mid-19th century.

Boundary Justification: The boundaries are drawn arbitrarily to include a relevant
portion of the axial approach to the htouse with its park and early smokehouse, the site
of the original house, the grave site, a modern barn northwest of the house, and the
reputed site of the 18th-century plantation landing..
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Set .on a bluff overlooking the flood plain of the meandering Pamunkey River, Cheri-~
coke, built in 1828, .is notable for. its handsome brickwork, sophisticated plan, and
imaginative interior detailing. Built by Charles H. C. Braxton, grandson of Carter
Braxton, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, the present house stands immedi-
ately adjacent to the site of the signer's own dwelling, an exceptiomally large bwick
plantation house destroyed by fire in 1775,

Chericoke is built on land first acquired by George Braxton (d.1757), of Newington,
King and Queen County, in the 18th century. The property subsequently passed to Braxton's
son Carter (1736-1797), with an adjacent tract going to another son. Carter Braxton
first lived at nearby Elsing Green (1758) but built a new house at Chericoke around 1770
supposedly because Elsing Green was too small, In 1775, the first Chericoke burned; its
site is a few feet east of the 1828 house, under the present driveway. Carter Braxton
is reputed to have been buried in an unmarked grave in the family cemetery southwest of
the house, but the surviving markers suggest that this cemetery was begun, as were most
visible family graveyards in Virginia, in the mid~19th century.

At Braxton's death, the property passed tc his son George Braxton (d4.1803), and
then to Charles Hill Carter Braxton (d.1842). Surviving tax records and architectural
evidence indicate that the house was probably built in 1828, when the valuation was
increased by $1,000 for additional buildings.

Chericoke has remained in the hands of Braxton descendants.

Architecturally, Chericoke represents the type of dwelling erected by
prosperous Virginia planters in the Federal period. The sophisticated structure
follows the pattern of Adam-influenced dwellings and is akin to the more elaborate
freestanding town houses of Richmond. It is possible that Chericoke was designed
and erected by a Richmond contracto:.
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USGS 7.5% quadrangle (scale:1:24000)
King William, Va. 1968

CHERICOKE, King William County, Virginia
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