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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Chericoke is  an open farm t r a c t  i n  southwestern King William County. The l a r g e ,  
b r i ck  p l a n t a t i o n  house, s e t  on a r i s e  which drops o f f  ab rup t ly  t o  t h e  Parnunkey River  
bottom land immediately below i t ,  is two-and-one-half s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  t h r e e  bays wide, and 
s e t  on a high basement. B u i l t  o f  b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, i t  has r ecessed  p l a s t e r e d  
spandrel  panels s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  windows o f  each l e v e l .  White wooden l i n t e l s  and 616 s a s h  
a re  used i n  t h e  f i r s t -  and second-floor  openings, wi th  rowlock l i n t e l s  and 313 s a s h  i n  t h e  
basement. A box co rn ice  and smal l  gabled dormers wi th  f o u r - l i g h t  casement s a s h  a t  t h e  
f r o n t  and r e a r  mark the  low hipped roof  wi th  i t s  two square  i n t e r i o r  chimney s t a c k s .  On 
the  r i v e r  f r o n t  of Chericoke i s  an  o r i g i n a l  two-story por t i co  w i t h  square  Doric p i e r s  and 
a round b a n i s t e r  wi th  square b a l u s t e r s .  A s i m i l a r  porch on the  l and  f r o n t  was replaced 
i n  the  mid-19th century  by a one-story pedimented p o r t i c o  wi th  f o u r  Doric p i e r s .  To t h e  
south  i s  a l a t e  19th-century ,  two-story, three-bay f rame 'k i tchen wing. It i s  covered w i t h  
weatherboards and has a low hipped roof and i n t e r i o r  f l u e .  

1. 

The p lan  o f  Chericoke is an  i n t e r e s t i n g  v a r i a t i o n  on the  s t andard  cen t ra l -passage ,  
double-pi le  Georgian plan.  The f r o n t  t i e r  o f  rooms is deeper than  t h e  r e a r ,  and t h e  
chimneys a r e  loca ted  on t h e  l a t e r a l o a r t i t i o n .  The h a l l  passage is L-shaped and occupies 
the  e n t i r e  l e f t  r e a r  (no r theas t )  corner  of t h e  house. 

The open-s t r ing  s t a i r  ascends i n  t h i s  r e a r  extens ion ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a t e r a l  p a r t i t i o n .  
It has sawn b racke t s ,  a round ramped-and-eased b a n i s t e r ,  urn-shaped newels,  and two 
rec tangular  b a l u s t e r s  to a t read .  Because t h e  shape of t h e  passage r e q u i r e s  t h e  omission 

! 
of p a r t  of t h e  f ron t - to - rea r  p a r t i t i o n ,  i t s  func t ion  i s  f i l l e d  by a f r e e s t a n d i n g  base le s s  
Tuscan column s e t  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  the  absent  p a r t i t i o n .  

The (nor thves t )  p a r l o r ,  t h e  most e l a b o r a t e  room i n  t h e  p l a i n l y  decora ted  house, has 
a pedimented c h a i r  r a i l  w i th  a f l u t e d  f r i e z e  and reeded, symmetrical ly molded trim w i t h  
bul l ' s -eye  blocks.  The mantel is composed of two Tuscan columns suppor t ing  e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks with v e r t i c a l  f l u t e d  e l l i p s e s .  The f r i e z e  and t h e  s h e l f  f a s c i a  a r e  f l u t e d .  The 
southwest room is decorated i n  a s i m i l a r  manner bu t  without  t h e  f l u t i n g  on t h e  c h a i r  rai l .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a i r  and Tuscan column, t h e  passage is embell ished wi th  a f l u t e d  
c h a i r  r a i l ,  a f l u t e d  f a s c i a  a t  second-floor  l e v e l ,  and symmetrical ly molded t r h  wi th  s i x -  
pointed s t a r s  i n  t h e  corner  blocks.  

One e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ing  su rv ives .  It is a pyramidal-roofed, frame smokehouse, and i t  
may be contemporary wi th  t h e  house. 

Southwest of t h e  house is  a cemetery i n  which Car ter  Braxton (1736-1797), s i g n e r  o f  
the Declarat ion o f  Independence, is reputed LO nave been bur ied  i n  a n  unmarked grave.  A l l  
of t he  o t h e r  graves i n  the  burying ground d a t e  from the  mid-19th century .  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The boundaries a r e  drawn a r b i t r a r i l y  t o  inc lude  a r e l e v a n t  
por t ion  of the  a x i a l  approach t o  the  house with i t s  park and e a r l y  smokehouse, t h e  s i t e  . 
of the  o r i g i n a l  house, the grave s i t e ,  a modern barn northwest o f  t h e  house, and the  
reputed s i t e - o f  the  18th-century  p lan ta t ion  landing.  
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Se t  on a b l u f f  overlooking t h e  f lood  p l a i n  o f  the  meandering Pamunkey River ,  Cheri-  
coke, b u i l t  i n  1828, is  no tab le  f o r  i t s  handsome brickwork, s o p h i s t i c a t e d  p lan ,  and . 
imaginative i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g .  Bu i l t  by Charles H. C. Braxton, grandson o f  C a r t e r  
Braxton, a s i g n e r  o f  the  Declara t ion  of Independence, the  p resen t  house s t a n d s  immedi- 
a t e l y  adjacent  t o  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  s i g n e r ' s  own dwell ing,  an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l a r g e  b r i c k  
p lan ta t ion  house destroyed by f i r e  i n  1775. 

Chericoke i s  b u i l t  on land f i r s t  acquired by George Braxton (d.1757), o f  Newington, 
King and Queen County, i n  t h e  18 th  century.  The property subsequent ly  passed t o  ~ r a x t o n ' s  
son Car t e r  (1736-1797), wi th  an ad jacen t  t r a c t  going t o  another  son. C a r t e r  Braxton 
f i r s t  l i v e d  a t  nearby E l s i n g  Green (1758) but  b u i l t  a new house a t  Chericoke around 1770 
supposedly because E l s ing  Green was too  small .  I n  1775, the  f i r s t  Chericoke burned; i t s  
s i t e  is a few f e e t  e a s t  of t h e  1828 house, under t h e  present  driveway. C a r t e r  Braxton 
is reputed t o  have been bur ied  i n  an  unmarked grave i n  t h e  f ami ly  cemetery southwest  of 
the  house, but  the  su rv iv ing  markers sugges t  t h a t  t h i s  cemetery was begun, as were most 
v i s i b l e  family graveyards i n  Vi rg in ia ,  i n  t h e  mid-19th century.  

A t  ~ r a x t o n ' s  dea th ,  t h e  property passed t o  h i s  son  George Braxton (d.1803), and 
then t o  Charles H i l l  C a r t e r  Braxton (d.1842). Surviving t a x  r ecords  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
evidence i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  house was probably b u i l t  i n  1828, when the  v a l u a t i o n  was 
increased by $1,000 f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  bu i ld ings .  

Chericoke has remained i n  the  hands of Braxton descendants .  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Chericoke r ep resen t s  the  type of dwell ing e rec ted  by 
prosperous Vi rg in ia  p lan te r s  i n  the  Federal  period. The s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  
follorls the  p a t t e r n  o f  Adam-influenced dwellings and i s  a k i n  t o  the more e l a b o r a t e  
f r e e s t a n d i n j  town houses of Richmond. It i s  poss ib le  t h a t  Chericoke was designed 
and erected by a Richmond contracto::. 
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