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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED LUNALTERED KORIGINAL SITE 

XGOOD -RUINS J L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Eurl ington i s  a  working Tidewater p l a n t a t i o n  of some 700 ac res  loca ted  along t h e  south  
bank of  the  Mattaponi River  i n  upper King William County. The proper ty  i s  dominated 
by a  small  p l a t eau  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  which is  t h e  main house. From t h i s  p la teau  one 
ob ta ins  panoramic views of  t h e  surrounding lowlands most of which a r e  f e r t i l e  f i e l d s  
devoted t o  c rops .  The r i v e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  is  sh ie lded  from view by t h e  t r e e s  
l i n i n g  i t s  banks. A cons ide rab le  po r t ion  of  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  i nc lud ing  most of i t s  
l e s s  l e v e l  land  i s  p lanted  i n  timber.  The top  of  t h e  p la teau  i s  surrounded by a  
board fence enc los ing  t h e  house 's  park- l ike  yard,  which is studded w i t h  l a r g e  o l d  
t r e e s  and a  q u a n t i t y  o f  boxwood and o t h e r  shrubbery.  

Ibminating t h e  yard i s  t h e  res idence ,  a n : i n t e r e s t i n g ' t w o - p a r  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of  
the  main po r t ion ,  e r e c t e d  i n  1842, and a  fragment of  a  Colonial-period frame dwell ing 
serv ing  a s  t h e  r e a r  e l l .  m e  main s e c t i o n ,  a  p l a i n  but  somewhat formal C l a s s i c a l -  
Revival house, measures approximately 23 f e e t  x  34 f e e t ,  and has two s t o r i e s  over  a  
medium-height basement. It is a  s i n g l e - p i l e  bu i ld ing  of b r i c k  covered w i t h  scored  
s tucco .  I ts  gab le  roof  i s  sheathed wi th  standing-seam s h e e t  me ta l  and has i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys. The three-bay facade  has s ix -ove r - s ix  sa sh  windows on both  s t o r i e s  
al though t h e  second-f loor  windows, a r e  dimidshed i n  he ight .  A l l  t h e  windows, inc luding  
t h e  basement ones,  a r e  hung w i t h  louvred s h u t t e r s .  The windows a r e  surrounded by the  
s imples t  o f  a r c h i t r a v e s  and t h e  main co rn ice  is on ly  a  shal low molding . '  The ch ie f  

- .  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ornament i s  t h e  small  porch s h e l t e r i n g  t h e  en t rance  which c o n s i s t s  of  
f o u r  s l ende r  pa i r ed  Doric columns suppor t ing  an e n t a b l a t u r e .  The e n t a b l a t u r e  is 

, d e c o r a t e d  wi th  g u t t a e  and d e n t i l s .  The door i s  s e t  i n  a  l a r g e r  frame surrounded by a  
s y m e t r i c a l  a r c h i t r a v e  wi th  co rne r  blocks. On t h e  sou th  end of  t h e  house, a t  basement 

:..level, i s  a  frame green  house--a glazed shed t h e  width  of t h e  house. 

The r e a r  e l l  i s  a  two-story s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  hipped roof where i t  j o i n s  t h e  main 
s e c t i o n  and a  g a b l e  a t  t h e  oppos i t e  end. A t a l l  i n t e r i o r  chimney p r o j e c t s  from t h e  
approximate c e n t e r .  Very l i t t l e  of t h e  e l l ' s  s u r f a c e  m a t e r i a i  appears  co be o r i g i n a l :  
the sash ,  s i d i n g ,  and b r i c k  foundat ion a l l  appear t o  d a t e  from the  mid-nineteenth 
century  o r  l a t e r .  Indeed i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine i f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has been moved 
o r  i f  i t  occupies  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e .  Also confusing i s  dec id ing  e x a c t l y  what p a r t  of  
a  l a r g e r  whole t h e  s t r u c t u r e  may be. I n  i t s  p resen t  form i t  has two bays with nine- 
over-nine s a s h  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and six-over-nire s a s h  i n  most of  t h e  second f l o o r  
windows. An e x t e r i o r  en t r ance  i s  a t  the  sou theas t  c o m e r  under a  p l a i n  porch t h a t  
a l s o  s h e l t e r s  t h e  r e a r  en t r ance  of  t h e  main s e c t i o n .  . 
The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  main s e c t i o n  has a  c e n t e r  h a l l  p lan  wi th  a  s t a i r  ascending between 
the  wa l l s  of t h e  h a l l  and t h e  no r th  room. The h a l l  woodwork c o n s i s t s  of eared door 
frames and two-panel Greek Revival doors wi th  o r i g i n a l  g ra in ing .  The f r o n t  door has . a  soluewhat e l a b o r a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  :raze; f o a r  s l e n d e r  p i l a s t e r s  framing s i d e l i g h t s  
ecd svppor t ing  il f u l l  cct-.hli.t*.!re. r?eod.rork of  t h e  p a r l o r  ( south  room) a n d - l i b r a r y  
(north room) i s  f a i r l y  p l a i n  Greek Revival  vork.  Corner blocks a r e  a t  t h e  p a r l o r  
win&?,? f r a w s ,  and mi tered  a r c h i t r a v e s  a r e  used i n  the  l i b r a r y .  The door leading  from 
the  pclrlor t o  t h r  h a l l  h?s pzneled suppor t ing  a  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e .  The 
par lor  msntel  has columns si:ppoc:i;,i, sr. s ; l tab lz ture ,  =hi12 t h e  l i b r a r y  mantel e n t a b l a t u r e  
is supported on long consoles .  To t h e  Lef t  of the  i i b r a r y  mantel is a  b u i l t - i n  book- 
c a s e ;  the  upper po r t ion  i s  glazed while  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  has flat-  an el doors .  None 

I of t h e  rooms has  c o r n i c e  work. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet W2) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Burl inzton i s  t h e  s e a t  of t h e  Gwathmeys, one of V i r g i n i a ' s  prominent landed f a m i l i e s .  
A comparatively large. ,~holdigg.  oi5, some- 700 acre~s , ,  t he  proper ty  presents  an  accura te  

I image of a  ~ i d e w a t e ;  V i rg in ia  p l a n t a t i o n ,  having a r i v e r s i d e  loca t ion ,  c u l t i v a t e d  
bottomlands, ex tens ive  s t r e t c h e s  of timter, and an antebellum res idence  wi th  park, out -  

: bui ld ings ,  and cemetery. The p l a n t a t i o n  is dominated by a small  p la teau  which i s  t h e  
I l oca t ion  of t h e  house and from w h i c h a r e  obtained cornanding views o f  the  surrounding 
; u n s p o i l e d  count rys ide .  Because of these  b e a u t i f u l  prospects  Burl ington i s  regarded 
a s  one of t h e  most s c e n i c a l l y  dramatic  p roper t i e s  i n  the  region.  The whole e s t a t e  i s  
inow i n  the  process of being protec ted  from inappropr i a t e  change through t h e  onwer's 

- -  gran t ing  of an open-space easement' t o  the  Commonwealth of Vi rg in ia .  

The Burlington lands  were o r i g i n a l l y  occupied by Indians ,  most probably by t h e  Mattaponi 
and r e l a t e d  t r i b e s .  Many p r e h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s  have been found on the  proper ty  over  
the  years  inc luding an Indian  canoe now owned by the  Valent ine Museum i n  Richmond. 
The f i e l d s  s t i l l  hold p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a rchaeologica l  a c t i v i t y .  

Because of the  d e s t r k c t i o n  o f  many o f  the  King W i l l i a r i  County records  t h e  seventeenth  
and e ighteenth  cen tu ry  h i s t o r y  of Burl ington is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r econs t ruc t ;  however, it 
i s  known t h a t  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  present  p l a n t a t i o n  was owned by t h e  noted Burwell 
family a s  e a r l y  a s  the  mid-eighteenth century .  The Burweils may have l i v e d  a t  Burlington 
and re s ided  i n  a  frame dwell ing,  a  p a r t  o f  which now se rves  a s  the  r e a r  e l l  of the  
present  res idence .  The o r i g i n a l  conf igura t ion  of t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  eighte'enth-century 
s t r u c t u r e ,  with i t s  handsome Georgian s t a i r ,  has no t  been determined. 

The f i r s t  Gwathmey t o  l i v e  a t  Burl ington was probably owen Gwathmey 11, who was known 
t o  have been l i v i n g  i n  King W i l l i a m  County i n  1767, and who is descr ibed  i n  an 1831 
l e t t e r  a s  being "of Burlington." He was t h e  grandson of Owen Gwathmey I, who emigrated 
t o  Vi rg in ia  from Wales and pa tented  land i n  Gloucester  County i n  1704. When the  Gwathaeys 
acquired Burl ington i s  not  c e r t a i n  but  i t  seems l i k e l y  t o  have been around the  time of 
t h e  Revolution. Owen Gwathmey 11's son,  Joseph Gwatbey (1758-1824), served a s  a  major 
during the  Revolution. He was considered a prosperous p l a n t e r  f o r  h i s  time; h i s  
person+l property was 1iste"in 179s as  inc luding % e k e  a d u l t  male s l a v e s  and a s t a g e  
and c h a l r  j ven ic i e s j .  W l i i l m  Gwathmey, Joseph Gwathmey's son,  was a  physician and 
took possession of Burl jngton a t  hjs f a t h e r ' s  death i n  1824. It was he who e rec ted  
the  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ' s  r e s idence  i n  1842. This s t r u c t u r e ,  a  two-story, 
stuccoed bui ld ing  i s  a  c l e a n l y  proportiolled example of Vi rg in ia  Class ica l -Revival  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  whose e s t c r i o r  i s  vcry  conscrvacive f o r  i t s  da te .  Untouched by any 
extens ive  modernization, the  house wi th  i t s  e a r l y  wing conveys a  c r e d i b l e  aura of l i f e  
i n  "Old Virg in ia ."  

I 

Burlington i s  owned today by  John Ryland Gwathmey, f i f t h  genera t ion  of the  family t o  

1 l i v e  the re ,  who mainta ins  t h e    lace as  a  working p lan ta t ion .  
CL 



Gwathmey Family Genealogy, provided by the  family.  
Gwathmey Family Records, from Gwatbmey family Bible.  
King William County Land Books. 
King William County Records, Book 11. 
Ryland, E l i zabe th  H. King William County, V i r g i n i a  From Old Newspapers and F i l e s ,  Richmond, 

Smith, ~ ~ ~ f ~ f ~ ~ % h n ? @ ~  ~ ~ ~ 0 6 ! ~ ~ ~ i l l i a m s b u r ~ ,  V i rg in i a :  195;. 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA E 18 310250 4190260 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 782 ac res  F 18 311760 41912L0 
UTM REFERENCES 

AM 13111214t6101 14,119 *017,8, 0j BU \311,215,0,01 ~ 4 1 1 ~ 9 ~ o \ o ~ o ~ o ~  
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c w  13 11 11 13 !oI 14 18,s 17,5 , O ]  DU 131110\618 101 141l i819\116!0[  
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The acreage comprising t h e  Burl ington p rope r ty  is - 

bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  a poin t  (C) on NE s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 600;-a l i t t l e  
ove r  1.1 m i l e s  SE of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s t a t e  r o u t e s  600 & 609; t h e n  fol lowing NE s i d e  
of S t a t e  Route 600 f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of approximately 5900' i n  a g e n e r a l l y  hT? d i r e c t i o n ;  
t hen  running approximately 200' N;then running approximately 5800' NE i n  a s t r a i g h t  
l i n e  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  SW s i d e  of Mattaponi River;  then  fo l lowing SN s i d e  o f  s a i d  
r i v e r  f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of approximately 5600' i n  a gene ra l ly  SE d i r e c t i o n ;  t hen  
running approximately 6 2 0 0 ~  SW i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  point  o f  o r i ~ i n .  

LIST ALL STATES A N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission March 1977 
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1 221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
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Richmond V i r g i n i a  
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STATE HlST RI PRE RVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 
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6. REPRESENTATION - I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1976 S t a t e  
Virginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Richmond, Vi rg in ia  23219 

2. LOCATION 

(Location f o r  pub l i ca t ion  i n  "Federal Register") 

On Route 600, East  of Beulahvil le ,  Virginia .  
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( 7 )  DZSCRIPTION 

The p a r t i t i o n s  of  the  e a r l y  r e a r  e l l  seem t o  be i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  al though 
i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine from i t s  p lan  what s o r t  of  p lan  type t h e  o r i g i n a l  house 
might have had. The western end con ta ins  the  d in ing  room and s t a i r  h a l l ;  t h e  e a s t e r n  
end is d iv ided  i n t o  a bedroom and k i t chen .  Surviving o r i g i n a l  woodwork inc ludes  a  
handsome Georgian c l o s e d - s t r i n g  s t a i r  wi th  vase-and-column b a l u s t e r s ,  molded hand- 
r a i l ,  and square  newel. The s t r i n g e r  is p l a i n  and t h e  spandre l  i s  planed and beaded 
v e r t i c a l  boards. O r i g i n a l ,  s ix -pane l  doors wi th  HZ, hinges i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  frames 
su rv ive  throughout t h e  e l l ' s  f i r s t  f l o o r .  A four-panel  door remains under t h e  
s t a i r .  Old pine f l o o r i n g  is i n t a c t  a l s o .  L i t t l e  o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  remains. How- 
eve r ,  the  d in ing  rooin mantel is ,  a  mid-nineteenth-century count ry  Federa l  example 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a r l o r .  The i n t e r i o r  as  a  whole i s  given much i n t e r e s t  by 
t h e  q u a n t i t y  of  f u r n i t u r e ,  books, and p i c t u r e s  r ep resen t ing  two c e n t u r i e s  of family 
accumulation. 

Other po in t s  of i n t e r e s t  on t h e  property inc lude  an o l d  smokehouse t o  t h e  west of  
t h e  res idenoe  and an e a r l y  framed barn a c r o s s  the  f i e l d  t o  the  west.  To t h e  n o r t h ,  

I near  t h e  edge of  t h e  p l a t e a u ' s  brow, i s  t h e  somewhat spac ious  family cemetery conta in-  
ing  s e v e r a l  gene ra t ions  of Gwathmeys. The markers d a t e  most ly from t h e  mid-nineteenth 
cen tu ry  through t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  The cemetery i s  surrounded by a  b r i c k  

i wall  e r e c t e d  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s .  

J u s t i f i c a t i o n  - of Acreage: 

The 782 a c r e s  be ing  nominated comprise the  t o t a l  amount of land which was granted 
by H r .  John Gwathrney t o  the  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conunission i n  bhy of  1977 
under t h e  terms of a n  open space easement. 

- 
GPO 832 4 5 5  






