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Powell 's  Tavern is a n  H-shaped b r i c k  and frame complex, be ing  the  
r e s u l t  o f  two major per iods  o f  cons t ruc t ion .  The o r i g i n a l  Ernrnr block i s  
two s t o r i e s  over  a  low b r i c k  foundat ion wi th  gable  roo f ,  two e x t e r i o r  end 
chimneys and two low one s t o r y  end wings wi th  shed roo f s .  The symmetrical 
three-bay f r o n t s  have nine-over-nine sa sh  windows framed by moulded a r c h i -  
t r aves .  The l a t e r  b r i c k  p o r t i o n  s t ands  p a r a l l e l  t o  the  frame block,  
approximately fou r t een  f e e t  t o  the  sou th ,  connected by a  two s t o r y  frame 
hyphen. This b r i c k  p a r t  i s  two s t o r i e s  wi th  gable  r o o f ,  two i n t e r i o r  end 
chimneys and a f ive-bay f r o n t  f ac ing  the  o ld  River Road t o  the  south .  The 
b r i c k  is l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on i t s  main south  f r o n t  w i th  common bond wi th  
Flemish v a r i a t i o n s  on t h e  o t h e r  secondary f r o n t s .  The deep,  one s t o r y  

c e n t r a l  en t r ance  porch c o n s i s t s  of fou r  s tuccoed b r i c k  Tuscan columns suppor t -  
i ng  a  wooden gable  roof  w i t h  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e .  While bo th  the  b r i c k  and 
frame blocks have a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  wi th  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i n  the  s i n g l e  
rooms t o  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  t h e  western room i n  t h e  b r i c k  b lock  has been p a r t i t i o n  * 
f o r  use a s  a  d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e s .  The wood work is exceedingly s imple i n  the rn 
frame wing, a s  seen i n  the  s t a i r ' s  square  b a l u s t e r s  and newels s e t  on a 1 rn 
c losed  s t r i n g e r  and the  two high mantels c o n s i s t i n g  of s imple pine boards 
capped by a  narrow moulded co rn ice  s h e l f .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  room has - 
a  p l a i n  p ine  dado and c h a i r  r a i l .  The b r i c k  wing i n t e r i o r  r e f l e c t s  i t s  z 
l a t e r  Federa l  period by u t i l i z i n g  t h e  "reed" motif (and a  deeper  co rn ice  rn 

s h e l f )  i n  t h e  mantels .  The wes tern  room of  t h i s  wing, a l though p a r t i t i o n e d ,  _I 
r e t a i n s  i ts  mantel and paneled cupboard. Both of  these  rooms have a  simple / 
paneled dado. 
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The frame p o r t i o n  of  t h e  t ave rn  was b u i l t  by William Powell a s  h i s  
r e s idence  i n  the  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  on land which by a  s e r i e s  of 
purchases from 1768 t o  1791 was approximately 328 a c r e s  i n  s i z e .  Powell 
came t o  V i r g i n i a  t o  make b r i c k s  f o r  n~omas  Mann Randolph of  Tuckalioe and 
o t h e r  landowners. Powell ' s  land adjo ined  ~ a n d o l ~ h ' s  which lay  t o  the south 
a c r o s s  t h e  o ld  River Road o r  Main Road (Route 650).    ow ell's son,  William 
Powell, Jr., app l i ed  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  t o  keep a n  o rd ina ry  i n  t h e  frame s t r u c t u r  
on March 1808 and h i s  s u c c e s s f u l  e n t e r p r i z e  i s  r e f l e c t e d ,  f i r s t ,  i n  the 
a d d i t i o n  of shed wings by 1815 (Mutual Assurance Socie ty  Po l i cy )  and second, 
by t h e  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n ,  appa ren t ly  b u i l t  circa 1820 by Powell. The son 
continued h i s  f a t h e r ' s  land a c q u i s i t i o n  u n t i l  he had assembled a  p l a n t a t i o n  
of a lmost  800 a c r e s .  Although a  two s t s r y  hyphen, cons t ruc ted  i n  1958, 

T 
connects  the  two s t r u c t u r e s ,  e a r l i e r  photographs show a  s imple gable-roofed 
s h e l t e r  between them. I t  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  he ld  t h a t  some s h e l t e r  was 
always t h e r e  a s  a  convenience t o  p r o t e c t  t r a v e l e r s  loading  o r  unloading t h e i  
c a r r i a g e s  between t h e  two bu i ld ings  i n  inclement weather .  

The t ave rn  continued i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  most of the  n ine teen th  century.  
General LaFayette stopped t h e r e  dur ing  the  course  of h i s  journey from 
Richmond to  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  i n  1824. William Powell, Jr . ,  conducted the  
tavern  f o r  many yea r s  before  i t  passed t o  t h e  Duval family i n  1850. 

I 
Martin i n  h i s  Gaze t t ee r  of V i r g i n i a ,  1836, remarked on "the good order  J o s e p h l  and 
e x c e l l e n t  accomodations which d i s t ingu i shed"  the  t ave rn  dur ing  the  tenure of  
the younger Powell. 

I n  1958, the  p resen t  owners adapted t h e  complex i n t o  a  combination 
res idence  and d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  wi th  a  minimum l o s s  of  the  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  
f a b r i c .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  the.two s t o r y  hyphen a t  t h a t  t ime has  
heightened the  t a v e r n ' s  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  i t s  H-shaped neighbors ,  Tuckahoe t o  
the  s o u t h  and Keswick, f u r t h e r  south  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  A 1 1  t h r e e  have 
evolved i n t o  t h i s  form and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  they should be concent ra te4  
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  of t h e  s t a t e .  This p e c u l i a r  p l an ,  the  presence of  
;in o l d  Powell family graveyard t o  t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  
La faye t t e  and e a r l y  t ave rn  days on t h e  o l d  River  Road between C h a r l o t t e s v i l l  
and Richmond o f f e r  a  landmarks of  p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  , t o  c e n t r a l  
v i r g i n i a t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h i s t o r y .  
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Martin,  Joscph, Tbr Gazet teer  of  V i r g i n i a ,  1836. 
Mutual Assurance Socie ty  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  Po l i cy  Number 1419, r e e l  4, v o l .  42. 1 
Mutual Assurance Soc ie ty  of  V i r g i n i a ,  Po l i cy  Number 2230, r e e l  3, vo l .  26. 1 
Weeks, E l i e ,  "Powell's Tavern," n.p. ,  n.d. 
F i l e s  of  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission. 
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As the dcs ixnated  S t a t e  Lia ison  Off icer  for the Na- 

t ~ o n n l  Historic Preservat ion  Act of 1066 (Pub l i c  Law 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

in  t h e  Nat ional  Regis ter  and cer l i fy  that  it h a s  been 

e v ~ l u a t e d  according to  the  cri teria end procedures s e t  

forth by thc Nat ional  Pe rk  Service.  T h e  reconamended 

level  of s i gn i f i cance  of t h i s  nomination is: 
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N A T I O N ~ L  REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I 
u l i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comnissio 11 

. I  hereby cer t i fy  that  t h i s  property i s  included i n  the 

Nationa I  Regis ter .  

Da t e  
AP R 1 8 1972 

Chief ,  Off ice  of Archeology and Histor ic  Preservat ion  
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