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1 Constructed of brick l a i d  in Flemish bond v i t h  random glazed headerss Rosewell stood 
: th ree  s t o r i e s  t a l l  above a high bnsement. The deck-on-hip roof van or ig ina l ly  topped 
, by tw cupolas and four T-shaped chimueys v i t h  deep Portland stone caps. Belt  courses 
1 above t h e  first and second s t o r i e s  gave horizontal accents t o  t h e  high walls. A l l  of 
, t h e  dndows were accentuated v i t h  gauged brick abibsN', and were topped by ehallow i 
a 

rubbed brick segmental arches v i th  f i ne ly  carved Portland stone keystones. The br ick 
' a rch i t ec tu ra l  decoration amroanding the  two main  eatrancea is among t h e  f i n e s t  and I 

most elaborate  of the period. 

The house was or ig ina l ly  flanked by tw dependencies which were i n t d e d  t o  be 
I 

I 

connected t o  t he  house by curved peasageways. The dependencies no longer stand, Tht plan of t h e  house was in t he  shape of a cross wlth the  a t a i r  wells contained ia the  
' projecting side pavilions. The main f loor  contatned an off-center h a l l  with three  

pr incipal  room. Eerly documents describe the  main rooms as being f u l l  and e l e b  
o r a t s l y  paneled with walnut and -. Old photographs of t he  main s t a i r ca se  sho 

decorated with elaborately carved sc ro l l s  of flowers and a magnificently carved 
it t o  be the  f i n e s t  and r i ches t  foundation in any Virginia colonial mansion, b e h g  

f a s c i a  board. I 
1 The house was s igni f icant ly  a l te red  in 1838 when it passed out of the hands of t h e  

Page family. All of t h e  i n t e r i o r  decoration except f o r  the  s t a i r s  was removed, and 
the  o r ig ina l  roof and cupolas were removed t o  be replaced by a gable roof. The 

I house f i n a l l y  burned i n  1916 and only sections of the  walls remain. .- ---- - - -.-- ---.... -.--- .e -- -- i 
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, Begun c i r ca  1725 and c;mpleted by lk, Rosewell has been cal led the  large& 'aad fintest 
I of t he  colonial  mansions. Its grea tes t  a rch i tec tura l  d i s t i nc t ion  uas t t e  superb 

brickwork including t h e  brick d o o r w a ~  which Thomas T. Uaterman cal led *the f i n e s t  
I and most e laborate  of t h e  period, with the  possible exception of those of Christ  ; 
! Church' (Laneaster Colllty). V a t e m  a lao  proclaimed the  stair a t  Rosewell t o  be ' 

1 " w i n l e d  a s  t h e  f i n e s t  of a11 American examplesN, and cal led its carved f a sc i a  j 'a f i n e  example of t h e  high craf'temship of t h e  periodn. 1 
1 i 
! Unti l  recent ly  t h e  cemetery a t  Rasevell was noted f o r  its well preserved t ab l e  t a b $ .  . 
I ! 

I Rosewell vas t h e  sea t  of t h e  Page family of Virginia and perheps most notab 
/ horn of John Page (1744-1808). a-.member of Congress from 1789 t o  179'7, and 
/. of Virginia from 1802 t o  1805. 
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1,. Hov~US, John Mead, && a Colonial Archltecturg. 
I Hume, Ivor  Noel, E x c a n  & Rose- Gloucester C o w ,  -, 
1 United S ta tes  National h e m  U e t i n  225, Sabrtthsonian Ins t i tu t ion .  
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