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THE P R E S K N T  I N 0  O R l l j l N A L  ( i f  he-) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E h R A N C E  

Trabue's Tavern, known t o  i t s  nineteenth-century owners as  P leasant  View 
p l a n t a t i o n ,  s t ands  on t h e  o l d  Buckingham Road near  Midlothian i n  Chester- 
f i e l d  County. Though it is now engulfed i n  a housing development, t h e  
property r e t a i n s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  po r t ion  of t h e  c o r e  o f  the  o l d  p l a n t a t i o n ,  
inc luding s ix  early-nineteenth-century outbui ld ings  and t h e  family cemeterq 

The present  house i s  i n  two parts--an e a r l y  one-and-one-half-story western 
wing wi th  a l e a n - t o  and a l a t e r  two-story e a s t e r n  wing wi th  a one-s tory  
r e a r  lean-to.  Both a r e  framed s t r u c t u r e s  wi th  gable  roof s  and box cornices  
covered wi th  beaded weatherboards. The two-story por t ion  i s ,  i n  add i t ion ,  
b r i c k  nogged. The t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  chimneys (one e x t e r i o r  chimney a t  each 
end and one between t h e  wings) a l l  d a t e  from t h e  ear ly-n ine teenth  century  
and have Flemish-bond brickwork with s tepped weatherings. The f o u r t h  chim- 
ney, an e x t e r i o r  chimney on t h e  lean- to  of t h e  western wing, has been 
heav i ly  r e b u i l t .  

The western wing i s  two-bays long with two pedimented dormers on t h e  sou th  
( f r o n t )  s lope ,  a lean-to-type porch on t h e  r e a r ,  and pent  c l o s e t s  f l ank ing  
the  p r i n c i p a l  chimney. T'ne l a r g e r  wing i s  four-bays long wi th  t h e  f r o n t  
door i n  t h e  second bay from t h e  west. It has a f u l l  c e l l a r  wi th  a Flemish- 
bond b r i c k  basenent ,  b u t  i t s  r e a r  lean-to was b u i l t  on b r i c k  p i e r s  which 
have s i n c e  been i n f i l l e d .  A l l  of t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  windows on t h e  facade of 
t h e  house have ear ly-n ine teenth-century  nine-over-nine sash. The second- 
f l o o r  s a s h  i n  t h e  e a s t  wing a r e  six-over-nine, and t h e  dormers of t h e  west 
wing have six-over-six sash. 

The house has had a cur ious  s t r u c t u r a l  h i s to ry .  P resen t ly  i t s  p lan  c o n s i s t  
of a l a r g e  f r o n t  room and a s i n g l e  lean- to  room i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  wing and an 
ent rance  and s t a i r  h a l l  f lanked on t h e  west by a small  'par lor  and on th.e 
e a s t  by a very  l a r g e  one i n  t h e  e a s t  wing. The l ean- to  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  wing 
i s  occupied by a sun  room, a bathroom, and a bedroom (west t o  e a s t ) .  
Mutual Assurance Soc ie ty  p o l i c i e s  da ted  1802 and 1805, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  along 
wi th  s t r u c t u r a l  evidence, show t h a t  t h i s  form o i  the  house pos tda tes  the  
ea r ly -n ine teen th  century .  The p o l i c i e s  show t h a t  t h e  l ean - to  i n  t h e  e a s t  
wing was once a c l o s e t  and an  open porch and t h a t  the  small  room t o  t h e  
west of t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  was once much smaller .  The 1805 p o l i c y  shows i t  a s  
a 10 '  by 10 '  "small room t h a t  u n i t e s  t h e  wing t o  t h e  m(ain)  body." The sun 
room behind it was once an open porch. This ,  when combined wi th  t h e  physi- 
c a l  evidence, p resen t s  a p i c t u r e  of ~ r a b u e ' s  Taver :~  i n  t h e  ear ly-n ine teenth  
century  a s  a bu i ld ing  having a one-and-one-half-s txy wing and a two-story 
wing connected by a one-story hyphen and u n i f i e d  by a one-story f r o n t  porch 
s t r e t c h i n g  most of t h e  way (56 f e e t )  ac ross  a l l  t h r e e  por t ions .  (The porch 
was removed a f t e r  1956.) 

The west wing, r epu ted ly  b u i l t  around 1730, was heavi-ly damaged by t e rmi te s  
and i t s  i n t e r i o r  s t r i p p e d  out .  However, i t  r e t a i n s  some e a r l y  raised-panel  
doors with t h e i r  hardware, a c losed  winder s t a i r  i n  t h e  sou theas t  co rne r ,  
and handsome exposed beaded j o i s t s .  The f r o n t  roo= has been r e f i n i s h e d  
using beaded h o r i z o n t a l  ches tnut  sheath ing  from an outbui ld ing .  The f i r e -  
place i n  t h e  lean- to ,  which was once d iv ided i n t o  two rooms, has a p l easan t  
mid-nineteenth-century mantel with simple u a t r e f o i l s  i n . t h e  i f r i e ~ f ; ~  L ?see con t lnua t l an  s e e t  r > 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

I n  t h e  two ground-floor rooms of the  e a s t  wing a r e  f i n e ,  though unpre tent ious ,  
early-nineteenth-century mantels with paneled p i l a s t e r s .  The f i r e p l a c e s  here ,  
a s  i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  the  house, a r e  of t h e  shal low type designed t o  burn c o a l  
from t h e  Trabues' Midlothian mine. Both t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  doorways of t h i s  
wing have doub le - t i e r , t en - l igh t  transoms and double three-panel, ra i sed-panel  
doors wi th  o r i g i n a l  HL hinges.  The r e a r  doorway a l s o  r e t a i n s  i ts  o r i g i n a l  
ba r  and s t a p l e s .  I n  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l ,  i n  t h e  l a r g e  e a s t e r n  p a r l o r ,  and i n  bo th  
u p s t a i r s  rooms a r e  double-beaded chairboards.  The r e a r  f i r s t - f l o o r  bedroom, 
once a porch, s t i l l  has i t s  beaded weatherboards i n  which t h e  s c a r  of a  
closed-off window i n  the  n o r t h  wa l l  of t h e  l a r g e  f r o n t  room can be  seen. 

The house apparent ly  underwent a  renovat ion  i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  of the  
n ine teen th  century.  It is l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  small  hyphen room i n  t h e  e a s t  wing 
was enlarged and r a i s e d  t o  two s t o r i e s  a t  t h i s  t ime, f o r  wi th  t h e  except ion  
of t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  mantel,  a l l  of t h e  woodwork on both  f l o o r s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  house is of t h e  Greek Revival s t y l e .  The door i n t o  t h e  chamber d is -  
p lays  e a r l y  g ra in ing  a s  well .  

The outbui ld ings  a t  Trabue 's  Tavern a r e  outs tanding i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t .  They 
a r e  ranged along a s t r e e t  extending nor th  from t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house. Closes: 
t o  the  house is t h e  w e l l  house, a  nineteenth-century s t r u c t u r e  of s u b s t a n t i a l  
cons t ruc t ion  conta in ing  an e a r l y  pump and a square wooden bucket .  The 
present  owners have added an unobtrusive pump house t o  t h e  e a s t  end. 

Next t o  t h e  we l l  house i s  t h e  da i ry  wi th  a  dovecote i n  i ts  gable. Like a l l  
t h e  o t h e r  ou tbu i ld ings ,  t h i s  i s  a  framed s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  gab le  roof and 
box cornice .  It f e a t u r e s  l a t t i cework  under the  eaves on t h e  f r o n t  and pigeon 
holes  i n  t h e  sou th  gable. Through a window i n  t h e  n o r t h  gable  can be  seen 
the  n e s t i n g  compartments. 

The smokehouse, t h e  next  bu i ld ing  along t h e  s t r e e t ,  has a  laundry  a t tached 
a s  a  l ean - to  t o  i ts  n o r t h  gab le  end. The smokehouse i s  a close-studded 
bu i ld ing  wi th  a  s t r i k i n g  diamond-studded, double-thickness door. It has a  
b r i c k  f l o o r  bu t  no f i r ebcx .  The i n t e r i o r  of the  a t t ached  laundry  i s  sheathed 
wi th  h o r i z o n t a l  beaded boards and i t s  b r i c k  chininey, on t h e  back wa l l ,  i s  
l a i d  i n  i r r e g u l a r  American bond. 

Across t h e  s t r e e t  from t h e  smokehouse i s  the  bu i ld ing  now known a s  t h e  
k i tchen.  Once d i r t - f l o o r e d ,  a  wooden f l o o r  has been i n s e r t e d  i n  i t  by the  
present  owners. A t  an e a r l i e r  d a t e  t h e  chimney was removed and a r e a r  door 
was blocked. 

Adjacent t o  the  smokehouse t o  the  nor th  i s  another  bu i ld ing  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  
the  1805 insurance p o l ~ c y  as t h e  k i tchen.  It i s  a two-bay bu i ld ing  which has 
had a lean-to added t o  t h e  west gable end and a chimney removed from the  same 
end. It has  been h e a v i l y  robbed of m a t e r i a l s  bu t  i s  worthy of r e p a i r  as  an 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  group. 

(See con t inua t ion  shee t  # 2 )  



Form 10-3Wo UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF T H E  INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMtNAnON FORM 

(Continwtion Sheet) #2 

S T A T E  

. . .  
COU"" 

Chesterfield 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E H T R l H U b 4 . E -  D A T E  - 
I .  

( N - b n  d l  h e . )  

7. DESCRIFTION 

Another two-bay building very like the old kitchen terminates the street on 
the north. Known as the schoolhouse, it has a brick chimney with stepped 
weatherings, laid in irregular American bond, on its west end and a simple 
Federal-type mantel inside. Its joists were exposed and whitewashed but not 
beaded. It is from this building that the chestnut sheathing now in the 
west wing of the main house was taken. 

Though no stones survive, a cast-iron fence, provided for in the mid-nine- 
teenth-century will of Macon Trabue, still encircles the family graveyard 
which is west of the street of outbuildings. Until 1969, there was a plaque 
with the legend "Trabue" on the gate. 

Also standing in 1969, but now vanished, was a large barn northeast of the 
house. It fell victim to the housing development. 

DTU 
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S T A T E M E N T  OF 5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

Trabue ' s  Tavern s t ands  a s  a r e l i c  of  idl lot hi an's busy coal-producing e r a  
and i s  an important  example of a Southside p l a n t a t i o n  complex. The house 
served  a s  t h e  home of  one of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  mine-owning f a m i l i e s  a s  w e l l  
a s  an i n n  pa t ronized  by t r a v e l e r s  and miners a l i k e .  ~ r a b u e ' s  Tavern a l s o  
possesses  an ou t s t and ing  s t r e e t  o f  e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  ou tbu i ld ings  
un r iva led  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  though i ts  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  on t h e  o l d  Buckingham 
Road i s  r a p i d l y  be ing  o b l i t e r a t e d  by a housing development. 

The f i r s t  American Trabue was Antoine St rabo ,  from Montaubon, France, 
whose name was Anglicized a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  late-seven- 
t e e n t h  cen tu ry  wi th  a group of Huguenot refugees.  Many of t h e s e  re fugees ,  
i nc lud ing  Trabue, s e t t l e d  south  of t h e  James River i n  t h a t  p a r t  of Henrico 
County which has  s i n c e  become C h e s t e r f i e l d  and Powhatan count ies .  When 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  Trabue d i ed  i n  1724, he l e f t  p a r t  of  h i s  hold ings ,  inc luding  
t h e  land ~ r a b u e ' s  Tavern s t ands  on, t o  h i s  son Jacob, who i s  be l i eved  t o  
have b u i l t  t h e  west  wing of  t h e  house i n  about 1730. 

- A s  e a r l y  as  1709, c o a l  was discovered on t h e  e s t a t e  of  W i l l i a m  Byrd I1 
near  F a l l i n g  Creek i n  t h e  p resen t  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County, and o t h e r  d e p o s i t s  
i n  t h e  Midlothian a r e a  were uncovered soon after t h a t .  Byrd e s t a b l i s h e d  
a p r i v a t e  mine, and by t h e  1730s s e v e r a l  o t h e r  l o c a l  f a m i l i e s  had done s o  
a s  wel l .  Twenty yea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  commercially produced c o a l  i n  
America was being mined a t  Midlothian. The Trabues became involved i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  ve ry  e a r l y ,  f o r  when Jacob Trabue d ied  i n  1767, he l e f t  the  
t a v e r n  t o  h i s  son John, along wi th  " the f r e e  l i b e r t y  of  d ig ing  Coles i n  
t h e  Lands devised  my son Daniel" f o r  a per iod  of  t e n  years .  

The house and t h e  mine remained i n  t h e  Trabue fami ly  f o r  many years .  Coal 
mining i n  Midlo th ian  d i s a ~ p e a r z d  by 1925, bu t  t h e  house d i d  not  leave  t h e  
family u n t i l  1956. John Trabue bequeathed it t o  h i s  son John Elmore (who 
probably enlarged  t h e  house and b u i l t  the  ou tbu i ld ings )  i n  1791, and he 
i n  t u r n  l e f t  i t  t o  Macon Trabue i n  1828. It passed t o  Thomas Macon Trabut 
then  t o  a cous in ,  Alexander Macon Trabue, and f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  
nephew S t a f f o r d  P h i l i p s .  The proper ty  was s o l d  o u t  of t h e  family t o  Elrs. 
Ruby Inge i n  1956 and was purchased by Raymond L. S c o t t  i n  1969. It has  
r e c e n t l y  been s o l d  again.  

As i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  t h e  house and i t s  connect ions a r e  t h e  ou tbu i ld ings  
which formed t h e  c o r e  of t h e  farm a l t e r n a t e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  by John Elmorc 
Trabue a s  "my p l a n t a t i o n  c a l l d  p l easan t  view" and "my p l a n t a t i o n  c a l l e d  

( see  con t inua t ion  sheet-!& 
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I 8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Trabues Tavern" in Mutual Assurance Society policies of 1802 and 1805, 
respectively, These buildings include the ever-present smokehouse, which is 
distinguished by its brick floor and seventeenth-century-type diamond-studded 
door, a kitchen, a schoolhouse, and a dairy with a latticework ventilator. 
Also present are a dovecote (included in the dairy), a survival of the earlie 
upperclass habit of eating squab, and a laundry, a necessary service in a 
large establishment, especially one which served the public. While other 
sites possess examples of these and other outbuildings, it is quite unusual 
to find so many or to find them surviving along a plantation street. The 
Trabue's Tavern outbuildings are deserving of every effort for their presavz 
t ion. 

- 
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AS the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional ~ i ~ t o i i ~  preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

National Register. 
89665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in t h e ~ ~ t i o n a l  Register and certify that it has been 

accordin% to the c-iteria and pracedbures s e t  

level significance of this nomination is :  

~ a t i o n a l  0 State C'3 Local n 

Keeper of  The National Register 
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