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[7. DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Olive Hill is set in a broad, open field on a cliff above the Appomattox
River. Approached from the rear, the two-story, white frame house faces
"south to the river across a terraced garden.

The dwelling, covered with molded-edge weatherboards, measures about 38"

by 32'. 1Its pedimented roof is not original and is of uncertain date. A
schematic representation of its elevation drawn on an 1802 Mutual Assurance
Society policy suggests a longitudinal gable roof. At any rate, wrought
nails in the framing of the present roof indicate that the change could

not have occurred many years after the policy was written. These early
insurance policies also show a one-story frame wing, 24' by 18', on the
west end of the house, and small porches on the front, rear, and east end,

The south front of the house is five bays across with a central entry and
a small porch which is a recent restoration. The north fagade is five

bays across on the first floor and three on the second. It, too, has a
recent porch. All of the first-floor windows have nine-over-nine replace-
ment sash, and the second-floor windows are glazed with six-over-six sash,
most of which is contemporary with the house. Some original blinds remain,
with wide, riven, fixed louvres. The house sits on a staggered Flemish-
bond brick basement with a full cellar and is crowned by a pair of interior
brick end chimneys with corbelled caps.

Olive Hill's plan is unusual. One enters a narrow stair passage running
across the southwest corner of the house. Behind it is a large hall which
alsc has an outside door. In the east end of the house are a dining room
and a small study or sitting room behind it. The west wing shown on the
insurance policies, reputedly contained a ballroom but was demolished.

The outstanding decorative feature of Olive Hill is its Chinese lattice
stair with its molded hand rail., The stair rises from the west end of
the stair hall and emerges in a large square hall in the center of the
second floor. Noteworthy alsc is the large hall with its projecting
chimney face. An architrave frame encloses a segmental—arched fireplace
with a white plaster surround and marble hearth., Above the fireplace is

a single large panel, 75 inches high by 63 inches wide, made of one board.
The whole is flanked by three tiers of narrow panels.

In the dining room is a paneled mantel. Each of the other rooms on the
first and second floors has a plain raised-panel mantel and an unpreten-
tious chair rail with flush wainscoting encircling the room. Much original
hardware, including wrought hinges, remains in the house.

A new bedroom wing has been added to the west end of the house, built eight
years ago on the foundations of the original wing, and another wing has

been added to the east end of the house in the last decade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIEFICANCE .

Olive Hill, a large Georgian plantation house, set on terraces above the
Appomattox River, is architecturally noteworthy for its elegant Chinese
lattice stair, its odd plan, and its mysterious roof change. Once the
focus of a prosperous plantation, as insurance records attest, the house
has managed to survive years of neglect in remarkable condition, with a
great quantity of early fabric intact.

Olive Hill plantation was purchased from Joseph Gill of Lunenburg County
by Roger Atkinson in 1755. Atkinson lived at Mansfield, across the river
in Dinwiddie County. He was a man of influence in the area and was ap~
pointed in 1762 to be one of the directors of the thriving but unorganized
town of Petersburg. In the same year, he was made a trustee of a wine-
making and silk-growing enterprise designed as a poor-relief project for
the area. Atkinson was also a noted letter writer, one whom Moses Coit
Tyler described in his writings on early American literature as a keen-
witted Virginian.

At Atkinson's death, the Olive Hill plantation with its present house and
1300 acres of land was left to his son, Roger II, who lived there until

his death in 1829, An insurance policy written by the Mutual Assurance
Society shows the house as part of a domestic complex which included a
kitchen, a schoolhouse, and a slave quarters, all of which were one-story
frame buildings. Four years later, in 1806, the quarters had been added

to on two sides, and a large barn with a threshing machine were added to
the insured buildings. 1In 1815, the agent noted all these buildings as
well as "an uninsured log negro house within about 27 feet of the negro
quarter,"

Olive Hill's peculiar irregular plan is like no other in the area, but its
Chinese lattice stair relates it to such other fine houses as Battersea in
nearby Petersburg. The change in the roof of the house is perplexing. The
present pedimented gable is not original to the house, which was probably
built sometime in the decade after the acquisition of Olive Hill by Roger
Atkinson I. Yet there are no signs of a fire or of other extensive remova-
tions which would suggest any other reason than fashion for undertaking
such a cumbersome project. ' '

Olive Hill was allowed to deteriorate considerably during the late-nine-
teenth and early-twentieth centuries. Restoration began under the ownership

of John A. Christoffel and was completed by subse uena gﬁgpﬁietors. 13 e

| present owners, Dr._and Mrs. Joseph Hillier purclldase ouse 1in
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[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG!TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
nw | 37 13 42- | 77° 30 05" ° - - ° ' -
NE 370 13- 42- 77 [ ] 29 ’ 32 »
SE 370 13' 27. 77 ] 29 [ 32 -
e | 37e 13+ 27- 1 779 30 05~
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
20.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preaervation
level of sr.gnlhcance of this nomination is:

National {] State X3} Local [
Cate

Nuine )
Junius R. Fishburne, Jr.,Exec.Director ATTEST:
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Title

DE B A7 ‘074 Keeper of The National Regdister
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