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1. Name 

historic DOUTHAT STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT .[DHL FILE NO. 08-136) 

and or common Douthat  S t a t e  Park 

2. Location 

street & number VA Route 629 

-- 

not for ~ublication 

city. town M i  1 1 b0 r0  2- vicinity of 

state V i r g i n i a  code 5 1  county A1 1 egh,q.njl & Bath  code 005, 017 

Category Ownership 
X district Y\ public 
- building(s) - private 

Status 
X occupied 
- unoccupied 

- structure - both 1 work in progress 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible 
- object - in process - yes: restricted 

- being considered 2.. yes: unrestricted 
N / A  - no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial park 
- educational - private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- military - other: 

4. Owner of Proneray 
Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a ,  Dept. o f  Conserva t ion  & H i s t o r i c  Resources 

name D i v i s i o n  o f  Parks  & Rec rea t ion  

street & number 1201 Washington B u i l  d inq,  Capi t o 1  Square 

citv. town Richmond vicinity of state V A  23219 

5. Location of begal Desci'igtion (see c o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet 

courthouse, reqistry of deeds. etc. C i r c u i t  Cour t  O f f i c e ,  Bath County Courthouse 

street & number N/A  

citv. town Warm Spr ings  

6. Re~resentation in Existing Surveys -- - 
D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

title Survey ( F i l e  NO. 08-136) has this property been determined eligible? y e s  X no 

date 1986 - federal L state - county - local 

depositaryforsurveyrecords D i v i s i o n  of H i s t o r i c  - Landmarks, 221  Governor S t r e e t  

city. town Richmond state VA 23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
_X_ excellent - deteriorated unaltered 1 original site 
A good X ruins -altered - moved date -- N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The proposed h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c  boundar ies  of Douthat  
S t a t e  Park and c o n t a i n s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  s u p p o r t i n g  day t ime  rec rea -  
t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and o v e r n i g h t  accommodations. B i s e c t e d  b y  S t a t e  Route 629, t h e  d i s t r i c t  
encompasses 4,493 ac res  i n c l u d i n g  a  f i f t y - a c r e  l a k e  t h a t  se rves  as t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  
p a r k ' s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and s c e n i c  resources .  Among t h e  h i s t o r i c  resources  o f  t h e  p a r k  a r e  
t w e n t y - f i v e  c a b i n s  and a  g u e s t  lodge;  a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  bathhouse, and boathouse, a l l  p l a c e d  
a l o n g  t h e  man-made l a k e ,  dam, and s p i l l w a y s ;  one p i c n i c  s h e l t e r ,  two p i c n i c - a r e a  t o i l e t s  
and one group camping s h e l t e r  ( f o r m e r l y  a  s t a b l e ) ,  a l l  l o c a t e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  l a k e ;  t h e  p a r k  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e  and garage; a  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  chimney r e m a i n i n g  f rom a  fo rmer  
work camp; an i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t e r / o f f i c e  w i t h  a d j o i n i n g  b l a c k s m i t h  shop; a  group o f  s i x  
maintenance and s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s ;  and a  f i r e  l o o k o u t  c a b i n  l o c a t e d  on M i d d l e  Mounta in .  
Between 1933 and 1942, t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conserva t ion  Corps (CCC) c o n s t r u c t e d  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s ,  c r e a t e d  t h e  l a k e  b y  b u i l d i n g  a  dam and s p i l l w a y  on Wi l son  Creek, 
and executed t h e  p a r k ' s  l andscap ing ,  wh ich  i n c l u d e s  f o r t y  m i l e s  o f  h i  k i n g  t r a i  1  s  sur round-  
i n g  t h e  developed area.  A l l  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and s i t e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  a  s i n g l e  theme -- t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  movement i n  t h e  Progres-  
s i v e  and New Deal e r a s  t o  c r e a t e  s t a t e  pa rks  and t h e  accompanying r i s e  o f  r u s t i c  a r c h i -  

- t e c t u r e .  Through a  comb ina t ion  o f  q u a l i t y  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  and c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and landscape des ign,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  has m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  
s p i r i t  and c h a r a c t e r  i n  wh ich t h e  p a r k  was o r i g i n a l l y  conce ived  and b u i l t .  The d i s t r i c t  
i n c l u d e s  f o r t y - t w o  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  one c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  
s i t e s  and f o u r t e e n  n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Dou tha t  S t a t e  Park i s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park 
S e r v i c e ' s  Branch o f  P l a n n i n g  and S t a t e  Cooperat ion,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Commission on Conserva- 
t i o n  and Development under  t h e  V i r g i n i a  D i v i s i o n  o f  Parks,  and t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conserva t ion  
Corps (CCC). Working between 1933 and 1942, t h r e e  camps o f  CCC men c o n s t r u c t e d  twen ty -  
f i v e  cab ins ,  a  g u e s t  lodge,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  res idence ,  o f f i c e ,  s e r v i c e  b u i l d i n g s ,  p i c n i c  
and camping s h e l t e r s ,  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b a t h i n g  and b o a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  concess ions 
b u i l d i n g s ,  a  f i r e  l o o k o u t  c a b i n ,  t h e  dam and s p i l l w a y s  o f  Dou tha t  Lake, and m i n o r  roads, 
paths ,  and t r a i l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  park .  The CCC e r a  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  developed area a r e  
grouped a c c o r d i n g  t o  f u n c t i o n :  

1. O v e r n i g h t  accommodations, i n  t h e  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s  e a s t  o f  Route 629 a t  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  end o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ;  

2. Dayt ime r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c e n t e r e d  around Dou tha t  Lake; and 

3. Park o f f i c e / s e r v i c e  b u i l d i n g s ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  approach t o  t h e  
developed a rea  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #1)  



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X _  community planning x., landscape architecture.-. religion 
- 1400-1499 archeology-historic X conservation .. - law -- science 

- 1500-1599 -_ agriculture . e c o n o m i c s  . .  literature _ - sculpture 
160&1699 -X. architecture education - military 

X . _  social/ 
- 
- 1700-1 799 art 1 engineering --_ music humanitarian 

-- 1800-1899 - commerce . . exploration~settlement philosophy -theater 

190C- . _  communications . . industry -. politicslgovernment - transportation 
- invention - other (specity) 

v a r i o u s  employees o t  t h e  Na t lona  1 Park  
specific dates 1933-1942 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) R e c r e a t i o n  
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  movements a t  t h e  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  l e v e l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  decades o f  
t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y  on b e h a l f  o f  improved r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  c i t i z e n s  o f  moderate 
income, Dou tha t  S t a t e  Park i s  c u l t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  exemplary  r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c -  
t u r e ,  harmonious landscap ing  and sympathe t i c  p a r k  des ign .  Loca ted  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  fou r  
m i l e s  e a s t  o f  C l i f t o n  Forge between Bear and M i d d l e  mounta ins  i n  A l l eghany  and B a t h  
c o u n t i e s ,  t h e  p a r k  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  as V i r g i n i a ' s  f i r s t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p a r k  and t h e  
f i r s t  o f  s i x  s t a t e  pa rks  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  V i r g i n i a  by  t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conserva t ion  Corps from 
1933 t o  1942. A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  p u b l i c  works programs o f  t h e  New Deal  era ,  
Douthat  S t a t e  Park o f f e r e d  600 men o f  C C C  companies 1386, 1373, and 1374 g a i n f u l  employ- 
ment d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  development o f  t h e  p a r k  and t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  CCC 
program. The purpose o f  t h e  program was t o  conserve n a t u r a l  and s c e n i c  resources  w h i l e  
p r o v i d i n g  a  h e a l t h y  r e t r e a t  f o r  V i r g i n i a n s  and t o u r i s t s .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  and e n g i n e e r i n g  
h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  p a r k  a r e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  man-made lake ,  dam and s p i l l w a y ,  as w e l l  as a  
p i c t u r e s q u e  Guest Lodge and cab ins ,  t h a t  served as  p u b l i s h e d  models o f  r u s t i c  p a r k  s t r u c -  

- t u r e s .  M a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  s p i r i t  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  and p a r k  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
Dou tha t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s e r v e  o v e r n i g h t  and day-use v i s i t o r s  w i t h  b o a t i n g ,  swimming, f i s h i n g  
and h i k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The boom o f  s t a t e  p a r k  development i n  t h e  1930s was preceded by  a  n a t i o n w i d e  awaken- 
i n g  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  s t a t e  pa rks  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  decade. The f i r s t  annual  N a t i o n a l  Confer -  
ence on S t a t e  Parks,  i n i t i a t e d  by  Stephen Mather, f i r s t  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park 
S e r v i c e ,  was h e l d  i n  Des Moines, Iowa i n  1921. Mather  promoted s t a t e  p a r k  systems i n  
o r d e r  t o  " a l l e v i a t e  e x c e s s i v e  p r e s s u r e  "on t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  system, wh ich  had become 
immensely p o p u l a r  s i n c e  t h e  founding o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e  i n  1916. Conserva t ion  
o f  n a t u r a l  and s c e n i c  resources  was a  dominant theme o f  t h e s e  annual  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  p a r k  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  b u t  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  growing need f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  became an i n c r e a s -  
i n g  concern t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e r a  o f  Repub l i can  ascendancy. 

A second m a j o r  impetus t o  t h e  development o f  s t a t e  p a r k  systems was t h e  r i s e  o f  
a u t o m o b i l i t y .  Autocamping had been p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two decades o f  t h e  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  form of f r e e  m u n i c i p a l  camps o r  i n  t h e  custom o f  s e t t i n g  up a  t e n t  
and s t o v e  a l o n g  t h e  road .  By t h e  1930s i t  became apparen t  t h a t  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  
were i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  The q u a l i t y  of t h e  m u n i c i p a l  camps, founded by  town f a t h e r s  t o  
genera te  l o c a l  revenue, had g r e a t l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d  and t h e y  were s h u t  down. Roadside 
camping, t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  o f  s q u a t t i n g  on p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  and t h e  ongo ing r i s e  o f  a u t o  
t r a f f i c ,  l e f t  t h i s  g y p s y - l i k e  t r a d i t i o n  y q u a l l y  unsavory.  The s o l u t i o n  found  by  t o u r i n g  
m o t o r i s t s  was s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s .  

A  1937 a r t i c l e  b y  W i l l i a m  E. Carson, f i r s t  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  Commission on 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #15) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #27)  

10. ~eographical Data 
Acreage of nominated Droperty 41493 a c r e s  

Quadrangle name+- Ouadrangle scale - 1 : 24000 

" T ~ ~ e f i r e n c e s  k l i f t o n  Forge, VA 1962 (PR 1979)  
Heal i n  Spr ings ,  V A  1966 (PR 1983$ 

~ 6 1 0 ~ 7 1 1 1 9 , 0 f  1 4 1 1  1g16]9  13 101 16 10 ,7 16 10 1 14 19 15 19 10 0 1 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #29)  

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state VA code 51 county A1 leghany  code 005 

state VA code 51 county Ba th  code 017 

I 1. Form Prepared By 
Sara Amy Leach & Ka th leen  Anne K e l l y ,  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  C o n s u l t a n t s  

nameltitie Dept. o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  & H i s t o r i c  R e s m  - 

organization D i v .  o f  Parks  & R e c r e a t i o n  date - 1986 -- 

street& number 1201 Washington - Bldg. ,  Capi t o 1  Square telephone (804)  786-2132 

city or town Richmond state VA 23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated signlflcance of thls property within the state is: 

- national -. x state - local 

of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
s been evaluated 

mnn umonb 
I k.&y certify that thls property Is Included In the National Register 

data 

)bopor d the National keister 
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5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION (cont inued)  

C i r c u i t  Cour t  O f f i c e  
Al leghany County Courthouse 
P.O. Box 670 
Covington, V i r g i n i a  24426 

7. ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (cont inued)  

Th is  p lan  encouraged maximum p r o t e c t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  n a t u r a l  elements by i d e n t i f y i n g  
s p e c i f i c  areas o f  development and con ta in ing  them both  p h y s i c a l l y  and v i s u a l l y .  S t y l i s t i -  
c a l l y ,  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  are o f  l o g  cons t ruc t ion ,  
though a  few, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  res tau ran t  and bathhouse, a re  wood frame and r e f l e c t  a  
l a t e r  t r end  toward g rea te r  s i m p l i c i t y  and l e s s  romantic ism i n  r u s t i c  park a rch i t ec tu re .  

A l l  ove rn igh t  accommodations t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t he  d i s t r i c t  a re  l o g  b u i l d i n g s  which 
exempl i fy  r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  i t s  best.  The men o f  CCC Company 1374, Camp Douthat, 
b u i l t  the cabins and lodge on the  eas t  s i de  o f  Route 629 i n  two phases: cabins NO. 1 
through No. 9, No. 19 through No. 21, and the  lodge (completed i n  1935); and cabins No. 10 
through No. 18 and No. 22 through No. 25 (completed i n  1936). Each cabin i s  of l o g  
cons t ruc t i on  w i t h  cement ch ink ing ,  r e s t i n g  on a  stone foundat ion, one s t o r y  h igh  w i t h  a  
gable ( i n  some instances a  cross gable) roof  and a  f r o n t  porch. (F ig .  1 )  Log b u i l d i n g s  
throughout t he  complex are pa in ted  brown and cream, though o r i g i n a l l y  they  were simply 
coated w i t h  creosote, a  c l e a r  f i n i s h  used as a  wood preserva t ive .  Cabin p lans and ex- 
t e r i o r  designs, e s p e c i a l l y  porches, va ry  t o  such an e x t e n t  t h a t  few a re  e x a c t l y  a l i k e .  
Most commonare t h e  cabins o f  h o r i z o n t a l  l o g  i n  e i t h e r  the f u l l - l o g  (round l o g )  s t y l e ,  o r  
t he  hewn-log s t y l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  ev iden t  i n  t h e  l a t e r  cabins o f  t he  1936 phase. (F ig .  2) 
Cabin Nos. 1, 9, and 13 are v e r t i c a l  l o g  cabins, i n  which f u l l  logs  form w a l l s  o f  c l o s e l y  
spaced posts w i t h  ch ink ing  between them. (F ig .  3 )  The r u s t i c  f e e l i n g  c rea ted  by the  
combination o f  n a t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  and c o l o r s  on the  cab in  e x t e r i o r s  i s  cont inued indoors, 
i n  t he  l o g  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  (F ig .  4) and stone f i r e p l a c e s ,  f o r  example. (F ig .  5) A l b e r t  
Good, e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Nat iona l  Park Serv ice  (NPS) 1935 p u b l i c a t i o n ,  Park S t ruc tu res  and 
F a c i l i t i e s ,  commented on t h i s  r u s t i c i t y  i n  h i s  d iscuss ion  o f  cab in  No. 19: 

A f i n e  example o f  vacat ion  cabin, content  t o  f o l l ow  e x t e r n a l l y  t h e  s imple l o g  prototypes o f  
t he  F r o n t i e r  Era w i t hou t  apparent a s p i r a t i o n  t o  be b igger  and b e t t e r  and gaudier. I ns ide  i t  
s l y l y  incorpora tes  a modern bathroom j u s t  t o  prove t h a t  i t i s  no t  t h e  venerable r e l i c  i t  
appears. The squared logs  w j t h  hewn surfaces and t h e  s imple f enes t ra t i on  c o n t r i b u t e  g r e a t l y  
t o  t h e  look  of  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  

Cabin No. 19 was one of f o u r  Douthat b u i l d i n g s  even tua l l y  inc luded i n  t h i s  NPS book, which 
served as a  re fe rence book and t r a i n i n g  manual f o r  men assigned cons t ruc t i on  jobs i n  
n a t i o n a l  and s t a t e  parks. 

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet #2) 
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7. ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (cont inued) 

Cabin plans range from an " e f f i c i e n c y - t y p e "  cab in  w i t h  dual l iv ing-bedroom space, t o  
two bedrooms, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the bathroom, k i tchen,  and l i v i n g  areas. Generally, a l l  
cabins are i n  good cond i t i on .  Improvements t o  cabin i n t e r i o r s  are c u r r e n t l y  under way, 
w i t h  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  improve convenience and sa fe ty  o f  the accommoda- 
t i o n s  f o r  overn igh t  v i s i t o r s .  A l t e r a t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t i n g  cab in  e x t e r i o r s  a re  p r i -  
m a r i l y  conf ined t o  window replacements and the  conversion o f  a  few doors t o  windows. 
These changes have on l y  m in ima l l y  a f f e c t e d  the i n t e g r i t y  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e  o f  the 
cabins. 

The guest lodge (F ig .  6)  stands on a  k n o l l  above the  cab in  area, commanding an 
impressive view o f  the surrounding f o r e s t  and Douthat Lake. The purpose o f  b u i l d i n g  the  
guest lodge was t o  house overn igh t  v i s i t o r s  on l y  spending a  s h o r t  t ime i n  the park, s ince 
a,t t h j t  t ime the  cabins were a v a i l a b l e  on l y  t o  those who wished t o  s t a y  a  minimum of one 
week. With i t s  s i x  bedrooms and th ree  stone terraces,  t h e  lodge d isp lays  the  same r u s t i c  
character  o f  the  cabins, bu t  on a  grander and more p ic turesque scale. (F ig .  7 )  The lodge 
may be considered a  c ra f tsman 's  masterpiece, from the  hand-wrought hardware on shut te rs ,  
doors, (F ig .  8) and beams; t o  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  the  l i v i n g  room c e i l i n g  w i t h  i t s  f i ve -  
arch support o f  exposed beams; and the  p leas ing  harmony o f  wood and stone, as i n  the  
f i r e p l a c e  area. The b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  very good cond i t ion ;  c u r r e n t  r e p a i r s  and improvements 
such as bathroom and k i t chen  renovat ions have had no e f f e c t  on the o v e r a l l  v i s u a l  q u a l i t y  
of the e x t e r i o r ,  which has remained i n t a c t  s ince i t s  complet ion i n  1935. A l b e r t  Good 
noted i n  the 1938 re issue o f  Park St ruc tures  and F a c i l i t i e s ,  then c a l l e d  Park and Recrea- 
t i o n  Structures:  " [ the guest lodge] establ ishes,  i n  concer t  w i t h  the  ~ u s t o d i a n ' s  dwel l  i n g  
and many o f  the cabins i n  t h i s  park, a  w e l l - u n i f i e d  s t r u c t u r a l  theme." 

The d i s t r i c t  conta ins one o the r  l o g  residence, the super intendent 's  residence ( f o r -  
mer ly  known as the  cus tod ian ' s  cabin) ,  eas t  o f  Route 629 and south o f  the  cab in  area. 
(F ig.  9) This  house r i v a l s  the  guest lodge i n  i t s  s ize ,  cons t ruc t ion ,  craftsmanship, and 
present-day good cond i t ion .  The res idence 's  q u a l i t y  design was recognized i n  the 1935 
vers ion o f  A l b e r t  Good's " textbook"  : 

Here i s  p roo f  t h a t  a l o g  s t r u c t u r e  can be va r i ed  and e x c i t i n g  w i t hou t  b reak ing  w i t h  t r a d i -  
t i on .  A s t i c k l e r  f o r  p e r f e c t i o n  might  wish f o r  a  shaggier roof, c l ose r  j o i n t s  between logs,  
and a  l ess  pronounced t e r r a c e  l i n e ,  b u t  he would be a  s t i c k l e r  indeed i n  t h e  face of such 
h igh  m e r i t  i n  o ther  essent ia ls .  

Plans f o r  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  date as e a r l y  as August 1934, and a  photograph o f  the completed 
e x t e r i o r  appeared i n  Park St ruc tures  and F a c i l i t i e s  i n  1935; the  residence was n o t  com- 
p le ted ,  however, u n t i l  1937. 

Three o ther  l o g  b u i l d i n g s  round ou t  the  group o f  "exaggerated r u s t i c "  b u i l d i n g s  a t  
Douthat: P i cn i c  She l te r  No. 2  and two p i c n i c  t o i l e t s  ( o r  comfor t  s ta t i ons ,  as such 
b u i l d i n g s  were o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d ) .  The completed P icn i c  She l te r  No. 2  (F igs.  10 and 11) 

-. appeared i n  Park St ruc tures  and F a c i l i t i e s  i n  1935.-ion, the s h e l t e r  i s  
of a  type widespread throughout s t a t e  and na t i ona l  parks. Good noted t h a t  t h i s  type of 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #3) 
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b u i l d i n g ,  " w i t h  two S i r e  p laces ,  enc losed ends and open s i d e s ,  ... i s  a  v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  
she1 t e r  arrangement." The i c n i c  t o i l e t s  (1936) d i s p l a y  a  l o g  des ign  n o t  seen elsewhere 

+. i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  namely, t h e  use o  h o r i z o n t a l  round l o g s  which become p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
s h o r t e r  as t h e  w a l l s  grow t a l l e r ;  these  l o g s  a l s o  have p o i n t e d ,  r a t h e r  than  f l a t ,  ends. 
(F ig .  12) The r e s u l t  i s  a  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  t a p e r e d  p r o f i l e .  

The p i c n i c  a rea  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  dayt ime r e c r e a t i o n a l  group, which d i v i d e s  
i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s :  concess ions and wa te r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  f o r  which t h e  l a k e  p r o v i d e s  a  focus;  
and p i c n i c  ( j u s t  desc r ibed)  and camping a c t i v i t i e s ,  d i s p e r s e d  th rough  t h e  woodland areas 
south  of t h e  l a k e  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  Route 629. CCC Company 1373, Camp Carson, began work 
on t h e  e a r t h  fill dam and masonry s p i l l w a y s  ( F i g .  13) t h e  day a f t e r  t h e y  s e t  up camp a t  
Douthat  1 u n d a t e d  on Ju y 16, cover  shee t  f o r  t h e  dam's p lans  (ca.  
1933-1934), t h e  d e s i g n  f o r  D o u t h a t ' s  dam was a l s o  used a t  Hungry Mother  and F a i r y  Stone 
s t a t e  parks .  Lee H. W i l l i a m s o n  was d e s i g n i n g  eng ineer ,  w o r k i n g  under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of 
t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Commission on Conserva t ion  and Development, and t h e  U.S. Department of 
t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  O f f i c e  o f  N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e  B u i l d i n g s  and Reservat ions,  S t a t e  Park  
Emergency Conserva t ion  Work (ECW). Dam c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  Douthat  
Lake w i t h  a  b a t h i n g  a rea  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

A l a rge  borrow p i t  was necessary a long t h e  l ake  shore t o  secure ma te r i a l  f o r  t h e  dam. A 
ba th ing  area w i t h  a bath house was deemed advisable, i n  connect ion w i t h  t h e  lake, and the  

p i t  was se lec ted  as a s u i t a b l e  l oca t i on ,  a t  t h e  same t ime  o b l i t e r a t i n g  t h e  scar. 

The dam was completed i n  J u l y  1935; t h e  placement o f  a d d i t i o n a l  masonry a t  t h e  mouth o f  
t h e  s p i l l w a y  t o  p r e v e n t  e r o s i o n  was completed October  11, 1935. Dam c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d -  
i n g  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  s u p p l i e s ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  and equipment o p e r a t i o n ,  c o s t  $325,044.03. I n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  t o t a l  f i g u r e  was $179,397.50 p a i d  t o  C q  l a b o r e r s ;  t h i s  f i g u r e  works o u t  t o  a  t o t a l  
o f  71,751 man days a t  $2.50 p e r  man p e r  day. The dam i t s e l f  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  600 f e e t  
long;  t h e  s p i l l w a y s  a r e  faced  w i t h  s tone q u a r r i e d  w i t h i n  pa rk  boundar ies .  The r e s u l t i n g  
f r e s h w a t e r  l a k e  comprises r o u g h l y  f i f t y  ac res  and i s  s tocked  w i t h  t r o u t  r o u t i n e l y  th rough  
t h e  s p r i n g  and summer months. 

A wood-frame boathouse (1934) i s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  dock ing  a rea  o f  t h e  
l a k e  a t  t h e  bo t tom o f  a  f o o t p a t h  l e a d i n g  from t h e  road  above. ( F i g .  14) I t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  
ac ross  t h e  cove i s  a  bathhouse completed i n  1938. ( F i g .  15) T h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  some ways 
un ique i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  As a  t r a d i t i o n a l  e lement between a r o a d / p a r k i n g  l e v e l  above and 
t h e  beach below, t h e  bathhouse i s  t h e  o n l y  t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  park.  The 
s tone  foundat ions seen on o t h e r  p a r k  b u i l d i n g s  here  r i s e  t o  a  f u l l  s t o r y  on t h e  l o w e r  
l e v e l ,  w i t h  a  wood-frame upper s t o r y  c l a d  a l t e r n a t e l y  w i t h  board and b a t t e n  and rough- 
board. A v i e w i n g  deck and walkway on t h e  beach-side,  upper s t o r y  o f f e r  sweeping v iews o f  
t h e  beach and l a k e .  Below, wood w a l l s  e r e c t e d  between s tone  p i e r s  c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  
enc losed spaces and c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e c e n t  change i n  t h e  bathhouse 's  
o r i g i n a l  des ign.  P lans f o r  t h e  bathhouse d a t e  as e a r l y  as 1935; t h e  b u i l d i n g  was complete  

- by 1938, though a concess ions a d d i t i o n  was made t o  t h e  p a r k i n g - l e v e l  breezeway i n  1941. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #4) 
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The l a s t  o f  t h e  l a k e - o r i e n t e d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  i s  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  b u i l t  ove r -  
l o o k i n g  t h e  l a k e  and comple ted b y  1937. ( F i g .  16 )  The 1938 e d i t i o n  o f  Park and R e c r e a t i o n  
S t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d e d  a  new c h a p t e r  on camp c o o k i n g  and d i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  and impor tance  o f  such f a c i l i t i e s  i n  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  pa rks  a t  
t h a t  t ime .  A t  Douthat ,  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  many o f  t h e  necessary  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  
Good o u t l i n e d ,  such as w ide  and p l e a s i n g  v iews f r o m  t h e  d i n i n g  room, ample l i g h t  and c r o s s  
v e n t i l a t i o n  f o r  b o t h  d i n i n g  room and k i t c h e n ,  a  f i r e p l a c e ,  and v e r y  l i g h t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 
l a r g e  s c r e e y d  openings f o r  t h e  f u l l  b e n e f i t s  o f  v i e w  and v e n t i l a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d u r i n g  
t h e  summer. The r e s t a u r a n t  may have been c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  s tages.  A  one-s to ry ,  wood- 
frame, board  and b a t t e n  w i n g  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  wh ich  bears  t h e  same 
f i n e  d e t a i l i n g  as t h e  g u e s t  lodge,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  i t s  f i r e p l a c e  and open-frame t r u s s e d  
c e i l i n g .  ( F i g .  17 )  T h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n c l u d e s  a  screened p a t i o  on t h e  l a k e  
(west )  s ide ,  a l s o  wood-frame b u t  w i t h  a  s t o n e  f l o o r .  ( F i g .  18) Whether o r  n o t  t h i s  room 
was a t  one t i m e  an open t e r r a c e  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  The p a t i o  does, however, c o n t a i n  t h e  same 
w r o u g h t - i r o n  l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  as i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  wh ich  i m p l i e s  t h e y  were b u i l t  a t  once o r  
v e r y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r .  O t h e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  a l s o  o f  wood frame, 
house t h e  k i t c h e n ,  s t o r a g e  rooms, and g i f t  shop. The shop, p r o j e c t i n g  f rom t h e  main 
( e a s t )  facade, combines weatherboard and board  and b a t t e n  w a l l  t r e a t m e n t s  w i t h  a  bay 
window, which s p o r t s  a  r e c e n t l y  s t r i p p e d ,  eye -ca tch ing  copper  r o o f .  

The l a s t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  wood-frame b u i l d i n g s  i s  t h e  g r o u p  camping s h e l t e r ,  f o r -  
m e r l y  a  s t a b l e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  ca. 1938-1939. ( F i g .  19) B u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  a  ca. 1935 aban- 
doned CCC s t a b l e ,  t h i s  weatherboard and board  and b a t t e n  s t r u c t u r e  o f  1+ s t o r i e s  i s  
simp1 i s t i c  from a  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  s t a n d p o i n t ,  w i t h  i t s  exposed i n t e r i o r  f r a m i n g  system n o t  
d u p l i c a t e d  e lsewhere i n  t h e  pa rk .  Good suggests two reasons f o r  such a  s i m p l e  des ign :  

F i r s t ,  appeal ing as t h e  atmosphere may be t o  t h e  horse lover ,  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  it i s  no t  
an ornament, has no j u s t  c l a i m  t o  be t r ea ted  as such, and bo th  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  and ac tua l -  
l y  i s  p rope r l y  r e t i r e d  i n  l o c a t i o n  i n  much t h e  same manner as o the r  se rv i ce  bu i l d i ngs  
and f a c i l i t i e s .  Second, r i d i n g  i s  a  spo r t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  by a  small m i n o r i t y  o  t h e  
grea t  f i e l d  of park  patrons and c a l l s  f o r  a  sober and sound economy i n  approach ... B 

The l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a b l e ,  separa ted  f rom o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  by  pa ths  and m i n o r  roads,  k e p t  
t h e  h o r s e  l o v e r s  away f r o m  those  p u r s u i n g  more p a s s i v e  r e c r e a t i o n ,  1  i k e  p i c n i c k i n g .  I t  i s  
n o t  known when t h e  b u i l d i n g  ceased t o  f u n c t i o n  as s t a b l e s ;  a  p a r k  map o f  1968 l a b e l s  i t  as 
" s t a b l e s . "  T h i s  change i n  f u n c t i o n ,  however, has n o t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  appearance o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  

The r e m a i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  deve loped a rea  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  p a r k  o f f i c e  and 
s e r v i c e  area.  The i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t e r ,  ( F i g .  20) known i n  t h e  p a r k ' s  e a r l y  days as t h e  
c u s t o d i a n ' s  o f f i c e ,  i s  a  one-s tory ,  wood-frame, board  and b a t t e n  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  s t a n d i n g -  
seam meta l  r o o f .  A t  t h e  s o u t h  end o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  b l a c k s m i t h  shoe, comple te  w i t h  
s tone  forge,  work benches and t o o l s ,  as w e l l  as i t s  own en t rance .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  shop 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # 5 )  
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where the  CCC men forged hardware and l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  f o r  park bu i l d ings ,  i t  i s  now a  
h i s t o r i c a l  d i s p l a y  area. The l a r g e  room between o f f i c e  and shop, now the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
center,  served a t  one t ime as a  t r u c k  storage space, open on the  west and eas t  sides, 
according t o  an undated e a r l y  plan. The b u i l d i n g  was constructed i n  1935; i t  i s  not 
known, however, when the  t r u c k  storage space was enclosed on i t s  two open sides and 
whether o r  no t  the  board and bat ten  c ladd ing  was app l i ed  around the  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  a t  
t h a t  time. 

The maintenance group cons is ts  o f  two shops, a  woodshed, an equipment shed, a  p a i n t  
shed, (F ig.  21) and a  storage bu i l d ing ;  each i s  wood frame w i t h  v e r t i c a l  roughboard 
s id ing .  The wood and equipment sheds have open f r o n t s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the use o f  equipment 
and mater ia ls ;  these f r o n t s  c o n s i s t  o f  l o g  posts support ing the  roof.  Most o f  the  mainten- 
ance bu i l d ings  d i s p l a y  the same s t r a p  hinges and o the r  door hardware found on bu i l d ings  
throughout the  complex. Though the  group does n o t  appear on a  1936 park plan, a  1938 p lan  
l abe ls  the area "Nat ional  Park Service se rv i ce  area," and inc ludes the  s i x  b u i l d i n g s  p lus  
two add i t i ona l  sheds which a r e  no longer ex tan t .  The b u i l d i n g s  probably date, then, from 
sometime between 1936 and 1938. 

A stone chimne which may have belonged t o  a  mess o r  rec rea t i on  h a l l ,  i s  the  on l y  -;? . remnant o f  CCC camp i f e  i n  the  d i s t r i c t  and stands as a  r u i n  today o f  Camp Malone (see 
S i t e  Plan # I ) .  (F ig .  22) Three camps were spread over what i s  now the developed area: 
Camp Malone, loca ted  eas t  o f  Wilson Creek and Route 629 near the  present maintenance 
group; Camp Carson, west o f  Wilson Creek i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  the s tab les  (group camping 
ground); and Camp Douthat, west o f  Route 629 a t  the nor thern  entrance t o  the  park. A l l  
bu i l d ings  were wood frame, one-story, w i t h  gable r o o f  and as many as eleven bays across. 
The barracks were most c e r t a i n l y  intended as temporary; pe r iod  photographs i n d i c a t e  the  
c ladding consis ted o f  a  heavy t a r p - l i k e  ma te r ia l  p u l l e d  over the b u i l d i n g  frame and he ld  
i n  place w i t h  wooden battens. Camps comprised roughly a  dozen bu i l d ings ,  i n c l u d i n g  
barracks, o f f i c e r s  ' quar ters,  mess h a l l s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  h a l l s ,  and bathhouses, organized 
around a  small green. The CCC camps were a l l  razed by the  e a r l y  194Ds, s ince  i t  was 
bel ie f jed t h a t  the  b u i l d i n g s  were no t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  adaptat ion t o  the  purposes o f  a  s t a t e  
park. 

There are  four teen b u i l d i n g s  constructed between 1951 and 1976 w i t h i n  the  developed 
area t h a t  are noncont r ibu t ing  due t o  t h e i r  age. Wherever possib le,  however, these e le -  
ments have been designed w i t h  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  the  scale,  c o l o r  scheme, and cons t ruc t i on  
methods of the CCC-era bu i l d ings ;  they inc lude a  p i c n i c  she l te r ,  wellhouse, boat  launch 
t o i l e t  (F ig.  23) the  a s s i s t a n t  super intendent 's  residence, and the  c h i e f  ranger 's  r e s i -  
dence (see i nven to ry ) .  Concrete cabins Nos. 26 through 30, erected i n  1951 and 1957, are 
the  on ly  completely i napp rop r ia te  noncont r ibu t ing  elements i n  the  d i s t r i c t .  (F ig.  24) 
For tunate ly ,  they are  grouped along a  pa th  s e t  back from the  main cabin access rou te  (pas t  
cabins Nos. 12 through 21) and screened by those cabins and e x i s t i n g  t rees .  One noncon- 
t r i b u t i n  bu i l d ing ,  the  boat  concession, i s  s la ted  f o r  demol i t ion .  (F ig .  14, b u i l d i n g  on 
f a r  l e f t  3 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #6) 
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The developed area comprises approximately 1/7 o f  Douthat S ta te  Park 's  t o t a l  acreage. 
One p r i o r i t y  i n  the  design o f  t h i s  and o the r  s t a t e  and na t i ona l  parks a t  the t ime was " t o  
group the  developed areas o f  the  park, concent ra t ing  them inl#n area o f  the park s i t e  
where the  impact on the  na tu ra l  landscape would be minimized." To f u r t h e r  minimize the  
i n t r u s i o n  o f  b u i l t  elements, each b u i l d i n g  was s i t e d  i n  r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  i n  o rder  t o  
blend w i t h  the  surrounding landscape. This  technique o f  b lend ing  na tu ra l  and man-made 
elements no t  on l y  mainta ins the park 's  n a t u r a l  beauty, bu t  enhances the b u i l d i n g s '  r u s t i c  
q u a l i t y  as w e l l .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  developed area loca ted w i t h i n  two imaginary l i n e s  c a l l e d  " w i l d l i f ~  
boundaries," the  m a j o r i t y  o f  the park i s  designated as a p r i m i t i v e  o r  w i l d l i f e  area. 
Wi th in  the w i l d l i f e  area are  twenty- four  t r a i l s  t o t a l i n g  f o r t y  m i l es  and da t i ng  t o  the CCC 
era.  l$hese t r a i l s ,  some o f  which were used f o r  horseback r i d i n g  i n  the  p a r k ' s  e a r l y  
days, c o n s t i t u t e  an i n teg ra ted  system serv ing  two purposes: t o  l ead  the park v i s i t o r  t o  
po in t s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  such as w a t e r f a l l s  and scenic views; and t o  support f i r e f i g h t i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s .  A major concern i n  park development i n  the  1930s, f o r e s t  f i r e  prevent ion 
requ i red  the cons t ruc t i on  o f  f i r e  breaks t o  prevent  alfire from spreading and t o  a l l ow  a 
f i r e f i g h t i n g  crew t o  reach t h e  top  o f  a r i d g e  qu i ck l y .  Before the  c lose  o f  the  CCC era, 
these f i r e  breaks evolved i n t o  a more comprehensive t r a i l  system. Except i n  those sec- 
t i ons  p$ the  park n o t  serv iced by t r a i l s ,  f i r e  breaks have been al lowed t o  become over- 
grown. The f i r e  lookout  cabin, a simple one-room l o g  cabin, was b u i l t  a t  the  Tusfgrora 
Overlook on Middle Mountain by 1936 f o r  f i r e  c o n t r o l  purposes du r ing  the  d ry  season. 

Only two areas w i t h i n  the  d i s t r i c t ,  the  game sanctuaries, are n e i t h e r  developed nor  
have t r a i l s .  The l a r g e r  o f  the  two, on Middle Mountain, was s e t  as ide f o r  " the  encourage- 
ment o f  deer," wh i l e  t h e  smal ler  sanctuary on Beard's Mountain was designated p r i m a r i l y  
f o r  grouse and w i l d  turkey.  As a complement t o  the  preserva t ion  o f  na tu ra l  surroundings, 
these S n c t u a r i e s  were created " t o  a l l ow  the  park t o  serve as a breeding ground f o r  
game. I' 

Whereas the  t r a i l  system organizes the  undeveloped zones o f  Douthat S ta te  Park, a 
system o f  minor roads and paths orders the  developed area. "The Nat ional  P q ~ k  Serv ice 
viewed a pa rk ' s  roads as the major o rgan iz ing  system" i n  a pa rk ' s  develo ment, and t h a t  
v iewpoint  i s  ev ident  a t  Douthat. One e x i s t i n g  road (now Sta te  Route 629r i s  the backbone 
fo r  a l l  veh icu la r  t r a f f i c  through the  park. I n  accordance w i t h  the  i n i t i a l  design i n ten -  
t i o n  of p h y s i c a l l y  and v i s u a l l y  separa t ing  sec t ions  of the  developed area -- overn igh t  
accommodations, day-use f a c i l i t i e s ,  o f f i c e  and se rv i ce  b u i l d i n g s  -- minor roads o f f  the  
s t a t e  highway " t y p i c a l l y  end i n  a cul-de-sac o r  a park ing  l o t "  i n  o rder  " t o  concentrate 
the m a j o r i t y  o f  the  t r a f f i c  on the pr imary access road and t o  avo id  h j b i n g  t r a f f i c  pass 
through the middle o f  one developed area i n  o rder  t o  reach another one." 

From the  perspect ive o f  landscape a rch i tec tu re ,  Douthat Lake, w i t h  i t s  dam and 
spi l lways,  serves as a much-needed focus fo r  the  developed area and the  park as a whole. 
This body o f  water and i t s  t r i b u t a r y ,  Wilson Creek, p rov ide  a l i n k  between areas o f  the 
d i s t r i c t ,  whether one i s  s tanding a t  the  c reek ' s  edge i n  the  group campground, o r  a t  the  

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #7) 
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top  o f  the k n o l l  near the  guest lodge. Another successful  landscape design element i s  the  
stone used throughout the  d i s t r i c t ,  f o r  edging roads and demarcating park ing  l o t s  and 
pathways. (F ig.  25) Stone i s  a l s o  used f o r  outdoor markers such as d r i n k i n g  founta ins,  
g r i l l s ,  and newel posts. The under ly ing  order  o f  the  landscape design and the v i sua l  
connections r e a l i z e d  through c e r t a i n  n a t u r a l  y e t  man-made elements, such as the roads, 
t r a i l s ,  lake, and stone d e t a i l i n g ,  help t o  p u l l  the  landscape o f  var ious d i s t i n c t  pa r t s  
i n t o  a v i s u a l l y  and f u n c t i o n a l l y  cohesive whole. 

.......................................................................................... 
ENDNOTES 

l ~ l b e r t  H. Good, ed., Park St ruc tures  and F a c i l i t i e s  (U.S. Department o f  the I n -  
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L " ~ a r r a t i v e  Report Accompanying the  Master Plan f o r  Douthat S ta te  Park, V i r g i n i a  
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1 4 ~ o t s p e i c h ,  p. 73. 

15naster Plan, 1937, p. 7 

INVENTORY: (*  = Noncontr ibut ing)  

EAST SIDE VA STATE ROUTE 629 
(-0 136 --) 

Cabin 1: v e r t i c a l  round log; stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  l o g  
- I  i n f i l l ;  3 bays; 1-story,  2-bay porch w i t h  shed r o o f  and round l o g  supports. B u i l t  

1935. 

Cabin 2: h o r i z o n t a l  roung log; r a i s e d  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable roo f ;  3 bays; 
,Z 1-story,  3-bay porch w i t h  shed r o o f  and round l o g  supports; board and bat ten  e x t e r i o r  

doors w i t h  t r e e  branches f o r  battens. B u i l t  1935. 

Cabin 3: h o r i z o n t a l  round log;  r a i s e d  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  
_5  roughboard i n f i l l ;  3 bays; 1-story,  3-bay " p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t i c o "  w i t h  round l o g  sup- 

por ts ;  board and ba t ten  f r o n t  door w i t h  t r e e  branches f o r  battens. B u i l t  1935. 

Cabin 4: h o r i z o n t a l  round log;  ra i sed  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  cross gable r o o f  
-q w i t h  roughboard i n f i l l ;  4 bays; 1-story,  3-bay porch w i t h  shed r o o f  and round l o g  

supports.  B u i l t  1935. (F ig .  4) 

Cabin 5: h o r i z o n t a l  round log; ra i sed  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable r o o f ;  3 bays; 
-5 1-story,  1-bay porch w i t h  gable r o o f ,  open pediment, and round l o g  supports and 

brackets. B u i l t  1935. 

Cabin 6: h o r i z o n t a l  round log;  stone foundation; 1 s t o r y ;  gable roo f ;  3 bays; 
-(PI-story, 3-bay " p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t i c o "  w i t h  roughboard i n f i l l  and round l o g  supports. 

B u i l t  1935. 

Cabin 7: h o r i z o n t a l  round log;  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  cross gable roo f ;  3 bays; 
-7 $-s tory ,  1-bay porch, under gable o f  main facade, w i t h  round l o g  support and brack- 

ets ;  f r o n t  door board and ba t ten  w i t h  t r e e  branches f o r  battens. Has one o f  on ly  
exposed chimneys i n  the cabins (nor theas t  corner) .  B u i l t  1935. 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #9) 



NPS Form 1O.W. 
Op) 

O l a  No. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
E x p i r e s  1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

- National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
DOUTHAT STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT, ALLEGHANY &BATH COUNTIES, 

Continuation sheet 9 Item number 7 

7. ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS ( I n v e n t o r y  c o n t i n u e d )  

EAST SIDE VA STATE ROUTE 6 2 9  

# 

Cabin 8 :  h o r i z o n t a l  round  l o g ;  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f ;  3 bays; 
1 - s t o r y ,  3-bay po rch  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f  and h o r i z o n t a l  round  l o g  i n f i l l  and round  l o g  
suppor ts ;  board  and t r e e  b ranch-ba t ten  f r o n t  door .  B u i l t  1935. ( F i g s .  1 and 5 )  

- a b i n  9: v e r t i c a l  round  l o g ;  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f ;  2 bays; 2-bay ' Cdeckll p o r c h  n o  r o o f )  w i t h  round l o g  and roughboard r a i l i n g s .  B u i l t  1935. 

Cabin 10: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  
,I0 roughboard i n f i l l ;  3 bays; 1 - s t o r y ,  3-bay po rch  w i t h  shed r o o f  and 4 square l o g  

suppor ts .  B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 11: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  
- 11  roughboard i n f i l l ;  3 bays; 1 - s t o r y ,  3-bay p o r c h  w i t h  shed r o o f  and square l o g  sup- 

p o r t s .  B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 12: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  c r o s s  g a b l e  r o o f  w i t h  
-IZ v e r t i c a l  roughboard i n f i l l ;  3 bays; i n s e t  covered a rea  a t  c e n t e r  bay i n  l i e u  o f  

porch,  no s u p p o r t s .  B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 13: v e r t i c a l  round l o g ;  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f  w i t h  h o r i z o n t a l  
-13 roughboard i n f i l l ;  3 bays; 1 - s t o r y ,  3-bay p o r c h  w i t h  shed r o o f  and round l o g  s u p p o r t s  

and r a i l i n g s .  B u i l t  1936. ( F i g .  3)  

Cabin 14: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f ;  3 bays; 1- 
s t o r y ,  2-bay p o r c h  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f  and v e r t i c a l  roughboard i n f i l l  and hewn l o g  
(square)  suppor ts .  B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 15: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s tone  founda t ion ;  1 s t o r y ;  c r o s s  gab le  r o o f ;  3 bays; 
,IS I - s t o r y ,  3-bay p o r c h  w i t h  shed r o o f  and square p o s t s .  T h i s  c a b i n  has many o r i g i n a l  

i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s ,  such as t h e  wooden s t a i n e d  c e i l i n g .  B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 16: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s tone  founda t ion ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f ;  1 bay; 1 - s t o r y ,  
+ Ib I - b a y  p o r c h  w i t h  shed r o o f  and square suppor ts .  B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 17: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  c r o s s  g a b l e  r o o f ;  3 bays; * 1 - s t o r y ,  I - b a y  p o r c h  w i t h  shed r o o f  and square suppor ts .  B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 18: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f ;  2 bays; 1- 
s t o r y ,  2-bay p o r c h  w i t h  shed r o o f  and square suppor ts .  B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 19: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g ;  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n ;  1 s t o r y ;  g a b l e  r o o f ;  3 bays; 1- -\q s t o r y ,  3-bay p o r c h  w i t h  shed r o o f  and square suppor ts .  B u i l t  1935. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # l o )  
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EAST S I D E  VA STATE ROUTE 629 

,a Cabin 20: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn log ;  stone foundation; I story ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  roughboard 
i n f i l l ;  3  bays; 1-story,  3-bay porch w i t h  shed r o o f  and square supports.  B u i l t  1935. 

Cabin 21: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn log;  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  cross gable r o o f  w i t h  
H' roughboard i n f i l l ;  3  bays; I - s t o r y ,  I -bay porch w i t h  shed r o o f  and square supports. 

B u i l t  1935. 

WILSON CREEK 

Cabin 22: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn log;  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  roughboard 
/'?' i n f i l l ;  2  bays; I - s t o r y ,  2-bay porch w i t h  shed r o o f  and square supports. B u i l t  1935. 

Cabin 23: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn log; stone foundation; 1 s to ry ;  cross gable roof  w i t h  
lz3 v e r t i c a l  roughboard i n f i l l ;  3 bays; i n s e t  covered area a t  center  bay i n  l i e u  of 

porch, no supports.  B u i l t  1936. (F ig.  2) 

4 Cabin 24: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn log;  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  
roughboard i n f i l l ;  3  bays; 1-story,  3-bay porch w i t h  shed r o o f  and square supports. 
B u i l t  1936. 

Cabin 25: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn log; stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  
rzS roughboard i n f i l l ;  2 bays; 1-story,  2-bay porch w i t h  shed roof  and square supports. 

B u i l t  1936. 

*Cabins 26-30: concrete block; 1 s tory ;  gable roo f ;  2  bays; 1 bay enclosed screen 
,L(@ porch. These cabins are  compatible w i t h  the  e x i s t i n g  r u s t i c  cabins i n  s ize ,  scale, 
-2' and c o l o r  scheme (cream and brown), bu t  a re  noncont r ibu t ing  due t o  t h e i r  ma te r i a l s  
'%'and t h e i r  l ack  o f  a r u s t i c  appearance. B u i l t  1951 and 1957. (F ig .  24) 

Guest Lodge: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn log; stone foundation; s p l i t  l e v e l ;  mu l t i - gab le  r o o f  o f  
hand-sp l i t  sh ing les  w i t h  board and ba t ten  roughboard i n f i l l ;  8 bays across f r o n t  
d i v i d e  i n t o  3 wings ( l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  s leeping, pub l i c ,  and k i tchen) ;  1 -s to ry ,  I -bay 

- 91 porch p r o j e c t i n g  from cen te r  wing w i t h  h o r i z o n t a l  hewn l o g  w a l l s  h a l f  high, square 
posts above, and gable r o o f  w i t h  board and ba t ten  i n f i l l ;  board and ba t ten  shut te rs  
and doors; 3 f lags tone terraces.  I n t e r i o r  i s  one o f  most h i g h l y  c r a f t e d  o f  any i n  
t h e  park, w i t h  beveled p ine panel ing on w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s ,  stone chimney and f i r e -  
p lace i n  main lodge area, 5-arch support c e i l i n g  frame w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  examples o f  
wrought- i ron hardware and paneled doors w i t h  leaded glass and g i a n t  s t r a p  hinges. 
Completed 1935. (F igs.  6, 7, and 8) 

Super intendent 's  Residence: h o r i z o n t a l  hewn log;  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  m u l t i -  
-5v gable r o o f  o f  hand-sp l i t  sh ing les  and board and ba t ten  i n f i l l ;  4  bays; 1-story,  1-bay 

porch beneath a p o r t i o n  of 1 gable, w i t h  t r e e  and branch supports and brackets; 2 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #11) 
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7. ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS ( Inventory  cont inued) 

WILSON CREEK (cont inued) 

(Super intendent 's  Residence cont inued) 

f lags tone te r races .  This  residence r i v a l s  the  Guest Lodge i n  i t s  cons t ruc t i on  and 
d i s p l a y  o f  q u a l i t y  craftsmanship. I n t e r i o r  has same elements as Guest Lodge. 
Residence inc ludes  a ho r i zon ta l ,  hewn-log 2-car garage w i t h  hipped r o o f  and dovecot 
a t  peak. E x t e r i o r  o f  residence completed by 1935. I n t e r i o r  and garage d e f i n i t e l y  
completed by 1937. (F ig.  9) 

P i cn i c  She l te r  #2: v e r t i c a l  round log;  stone foundation; 1 s t o r y ;  gable roo f ;  5 bays; 
center  3 bays open, r o o f  supported by round l o g  posts; each end i s  enclosed by 3 

-53 wa l l s ,  each has a stone f i r e p l a c e  and chimney; simple exposed beam t r u s s  c e i l i n g .  
The p lan was a common one f o r  p i c n i c  she l te rs  b u i l t  f o r  parks i n  the 1930s (see 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analys is  above). B u i l t  be fore  1936. (Figs. 10 and 11) 

P i cn i c  T o i l e t  #2: h o r i z o n t a l  round l o g  w i t h  po in ted  ends and graduated p r o f i l e  i n  
*54 e levat ion ;  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  creosote-dipped wood shingles 

and h o r i z o n t a l  roughboard i n f i l l ;  1 bay. B u i l t  1936. 

"Assis tant  Super intendent 's  Residence: wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g )  ; concrete 
-% foundation; gable roo f ;  1 s tory ;  6 bays; 1-story,  3-bay porch beneath roo f ;  wooden 

board and ba t ten  shu t te rs .  Compatible w i t h  o the r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  sca le  and c o l o r  scheme 
(cream). B u i l t  1968. Noncontr ibut ing.  

*Chief Ranger's Residence: wood frame (aluminum s i d i n g  achiev ing board and ba t ten  
-3b e f f e c t  from a d is tance) ;  concrete foundation; gable roo f .  Compatible w i t h  o the r  

b u i l d i n g s  i n  sca le  and c o l o r  scheme. B u i l t  1973. Noncontr ibut ing.  

*Bunkhouse: wood frame (plywood s id ing ) ;  concrete foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable roof  w i t h  
-57 aspha l t  sh ingles.  Compatible w i t h  o ther  b u i l d i n g s  i n  scale, s i d i n g  ma te r ia l s ,  and 

c o l o r  scheme. Appears t o  rep lace e a r l i e r  bunkhouse whose plans date from 1940. 
Bui 1 t 1974. Noncontr ibut ing.  

Park O f f i c e  and V i s i t o r  Center: wood frame (board and bat ten) ;  1 s tory ;  hipped 
standing-seam metal roo f ;  i r r e g u l a r  layout ,  roughly 8 bays. The b u i l d i n g  now con- - 38 t a i n s  pa rk ' s  o f f i c e s ,  v i s i t o r s  i n t e r p r e t i v e  center,  and b lacksmith shop from CCC camp 
era. An e a r l y  p lan  (no date) c a l l s  i t  a "permanent se rv i ce  b u i l d i n g "  w i t h  an o f f i c e ,  
t o o l  room, open space f o r  t r u c k  storage i n  center  (now closed) bay, b lacksmith shop, 
and r e p a i r  garage. Board and ba t ten  s i d i n g  may be o f  l a t e r  date. B u i l t  ca. 1934 and 
a l t e r e d  as described. (F ig.  20) 

*Control  S ta t i on :  wood frame (beaded s i d i n g )  ; concrete foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable 
roo f ;  2  bays. Compatible w i t h  o the r  s t ruc tu res  i n  scale, s i d i n g  ma te r ia l s ,  and c o l o r  
scheme (cream and brown). B u i l t  1973. Noncontr ibut ing.  

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #12) 
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7. ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS ( Inventory  cont inued) 

WILSON CREEK (cont inued) 

Maintenance Bu i l d ings  (each f i t s  the  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n )  : wood frame ( v e r t i c a l  
roughboard board and ba t ten  s i d i n g ) ;  concrete foundation; 1 s to ry ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  - $7 pa ro id  roo f i ng .  A 1938 p lan  c a l l s  t h i s  the  Nat iona l  Park Service serv ice  area and 
i d e n t i f i e s  8  bu i l d ings ;  those remaining are: t r a c t o r  shed, t ruck  shed, toolhouse, o i l  
house, garage, and another b lacksmith shop. One source ( D i v i s i o n  o f  Parks and 
Recreat ion) says these b u i l d i n g s  date from 1934. The area may have been f i r s t  s e t  
out  i n  1934, b u t  the  b u i l d i n g s  do n o t  appear on park maps u n t i l  1938. (F ig .  21) They 
are considered c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  because they are  nea r l y  f i f t y  years o ld,  date 
t o  the pe r iod  o f  s ign i f i cance ,  and meet c l e a r l y  documented c r i t e r i a  f o r  s ign i f i cance 
and i n t e g r i t y .  (See Sect ion 8, page 24.) 

Chimney ( r u i n s ) :  stone; on l y  t a n g i b l e  remnant o f  CCC campl i fe  i n  the  d i s t r i c t .  . q/  O r i g i n a l l y  chimney o f  Camp Malone mess o r  rec rea t i ona l  h a l l ,  abandoned by 1938 and 
razed ca. 1940. Considered one o f  the  d i s t r i c t ' s  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  s i t e s .  (See S i t e  
Plan # I . )  

WEST SIDE VA STATE ROUTE 629 

Group Camp She l te r  ( f o rmer l y  s tab les ) :  wood frame (board and ba t ten  and ho r i zon ta l  
roughboard s i d i n g )  ; concrete foundation; I f  s t o r i e s ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  1 dormer-1 i ke 
opening t o  the  h a y l o f t ;  7 bays, 6  a re  open and now house group p i c n i c s  and camping; 

-4% exposed open frame c e i l i n g  over area having 14 square posts w i t h  simple brackets 
around 3  s ides.  B u i l t  t o  replace an abandoned ca. 1935 CCC s table;  described as 
"proposed" i n  1938 master p lan  (F ig .  19) and erected by t h a t  year.  Considered 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  because i t  r e t a i n s  i n t e g r i t y  as s t a b l e  and dates t o  pe r iod  of 
s ign i f i cance .  (See Sect ion 8, page 24.) 

P i cn i c  T o i l e t  #1: h o r i z o n t a l  round l o g  w i t h  po in ted  ends and graduated p r o f i l e  a t  
* ~3 corners; stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable r o o f  w i t h  creosote-dipped wood sh ing les  and 

h o r i z o n t a l  roughboard i n f i l l ;  1 bay. B u i l t  1936. (F ig.  12) 

*Picnic  She l te r  #1: wood frame; cement foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable roo f ;  8  bays. Open -w b u i l d i n g  supported by l o g  posts. B u i l t  1960.  onc contributing 

Dam and Sp i l lway :  e a r t h  f i l l e d ,  masonry w i t h  l o c a l  stone. General p lan  a l s o  used a t  
Hungry Mother and F a i r y  Stone s t a t e  parks, according t o  undated cover f o r  plans (ca. - qg 1934-35). Lee H. Wil l iamson was designing engineer, working under d i r e c t i o n  of S ta te  
Commission on Conservation and Development f o r  the  Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a ,  and the 
U.S. Department o f  the  I n t e r i o r ,  O f f i c e  o f  Nat iona l  Park Serv ice Bu i l d ings  and 
Reservations, S ta te  Park Emergency Conservation Work (ECW). Completed 1935. 
(F ig.  13) 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #13) 
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7. ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS ( Inventory  cont inued) 

WEST S I D E  VA STATE ROUTE 629 

Restaurant: wood frame (board and ba t ten  and h o r i z o n t a l  roughboard s i d i n g ) ;  concrete 
foundation; 1 s tory ;  i r r e g u l a r  layout ,  roughly 8 bays; mu1 t i - g a b l e  r o o f  over restau-  
r a n t  and se rv i ce  wing w i t h  v e r t i c a l  s i d i n g  i n f i l l ;  shed r o o f  over f lags tone p a t i o  on 

0 
I.@ l a k e f r o n t  (west s ide ) ,  enclosed t o  form 1-story,  4-bay screened te r race  i n  1938. 

Serv ice wing a l s o  added about t h a t  t ime. D in ing  room i n t e r i o r  d isp lays  same t r u s s  
c e i l i n g  of chamfered beams found i n  Guest Lodge and Super intendent 's  Residence. 
Whereas c e i l i n g  cover ing  i n  Guest Lodge i s  p ine  panel ing,  i n  the Restaurant t h e  
c e i l i n g  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  were: " s t u d i o  board salvaged from abandoned CCC barracks t o  be 
placed between studs and braces. This  board t o  be pa in ted  as spec i f ied . "  (From 1937 
e leva t i on  drawing.) B u i l t  1937; add i t i ons  t o  e x t e r i o r  date no l a t e r  than 1939. 
(Figs. 16, 17, and 18) Considered c o n t r i b u t i n g  because i t  dates t o  pe r iod  of 
s ign i f i cance ,  r e t a i n s  i n t e g r i t y  and i s  n e a r l y  f i f t y  years o l d .  (See Sect ion 8, page 
24.) 

*Well House #1: wood frame (board and ba t ten  s id ing ) ;  concrete foundation; 1 s tory ;  . able  roo f ;  1 bay. Compatible w i t h  o the r  s t ruc tu res  i n  s ize ,  scale, and c o l o r  scheme 
cream and brown). B u i l t  ca. 1958. Noncontr ibut ing.  

Boathouse: wood frame (sh ing le  s id ing ) ;  1 s tory ;  shed roo f ;  2 bays; r a i s e d  wooden . 4' walkway across f r o n t .  B u i l t  1934. (Fig. 14) 

+ ~ / f  *Oarhouse: stone; 1 story;  shed roo f ;  1 bay; B u i l t  1958. Noncontr ibut ing.  (F ig .  14) 

*Boat Concession: wood frame (sh ing le  s i d i n g ) ;  1 s tory ;  shed roo f ;  2 bays. B u i l t  
, 9 1976. Soon t o  be demolished. Noncontr ibut ing.  (F ig .  14) 

Bathhouse: wood frame w i t h  stone p i l l a r s  on beach s ide  lower l e v e l  (rough sawn 
weatherboard and random w id th  board and ba t ten  s i d i n g  o f  hea r t  p ine) ;  stone founda- 
t i o n ;  2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roo f ;  5  bays; f lags tone te r race  on beach s ide  no longer i n  

* 
use. Prov is ions  made fo r  concessions i n  1941 i n  e x i s t i n g  breezeway between park ing  
l o t  and beach l eve l s .  Recent a l t e r a t i o n s  i nc lude  enclos ing some beach-level open 
bays between stone p i e r s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  changing rooms. Plan and e l e v a t i o n  drawings 
l a r g e l y  from 1935-1936. Completed 1938. (F ig .  15) Considered c o n t r i b u t i n g  because 
i t  dates t o  pe r iod  o f  s ign i f i cance ,  r e t a i n s  i n t e g r i t y  and i s  nea r l y  f i f t y  years o l d .  
(See Sect ion 8, page 24.) 

*Boat Launch T o i l e t :  wood frame (beaded s i d i n g )  ; concrete foundation; 1 s tory ;  hipped 
, St r o o f  o f  cedar shingles;  1 bay. Compatible w i t h  o the r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  s ize ,  scale, 

mater ia ls ,  and c o l o r  scheme. B u i l t  1978. Noncontr ibut ing.  (F ig.  23) 

F i r e  Lookout Cabin: ho r i zon ta l  log;  stone foundation; 1 s tory ;  gable roo f ;  2 bays. 
53 1-room cabin loca ted a t  Tuscarora Overlook on Middle Mountain i n  western sec t i on  o f  , park. B u i l t  by A p r i l  1936. 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #14) 
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7. ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS ( Inventory  cont inued) 

WEST S I D E  VA STATE ROUTE 629 

T r a i l  system: system o f  24 t r a i l s ,  ma in ta in ing  o r i g i n a l  names, paths, and stone 
,Gy d e t a i l i n g  o f  CCC era.  Planned o r i g i n a l l y  f o r  horseback r i d i n g ,  h i k i n g  and support ing 

f i r e f i g h t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  Developed by men o f  Camp Malone by  1938. Considered one o f  
the d i s t r i c t ' s  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  s i t e s .  (See S i t e  Plans t l  and #2.) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- H i s t o r i c a l  Background (cont inued)  

Conservat ion and Development, o f f e r s  a r e t r o s p e c t i v e  con f i rma t i on  t h a t :  

t h e  need f o r  s t a t e  parks came w i t h  a changing concept t h a t  t h e  average c i t i z e n  of 
moderate income should be provided by t h e  government w i t h  f a c i l i t i e s  through which he 
might  re juvenate  h i s  body and soul a t  a moderate cost .  The as ton i sh ing  development of  
automobile t r a v e l ,  thus  i n  reas ing  t h e  m o b i l i t y  o f  t h e  people, gave a tremendous im- 
petus t o  t h e  park  movement. 

5 

The pe r i od  from 1926 t o  1933 was the beginning o f  "widespread p o l i t i c a l  and popular 
support  f o r  t he  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  5 t a t e  park system i n  V i r g i n i a ,  sparked by the establ ishment  
of Shenandoah Na t i ona l  Park. ..I' I n  1926 the  S t a t e  Commission on Conservat ion and Develop- 
ment was formed, headed by W i l l i a m  E. Carson. That same year  t h e  V i r g i n i a  General 
Assembly: 

provided f o r  t h e  acqu i s i t i on ,  preservat ion,  development and maintenance of areas, 
p roper t ies ,  lands  o r  es ta tes  o f  scenic beauty, r ec rea t i ona l  u t i l i t y ,  h i s t o r i c a l  i n -  
t e res t ,  remarkable phenomena o r  o ther  unusual features.  Such a c q u i s i t i o n s  and develop- 
ments were f ec la red  t o  be f o r  t h e  use, observation, education, h e a l t h  and pleasure of 
t he  people. 

I n  1929 Carson proposed the  idea o f  a  "seashore" f a c i l i t y  i n  t he  Tidewater as the f i r s t  
s tep toward development o f  a  s t a t e  park system. I n  December o f  t h a t  year, t he  enthusiasm 
f o r  a se r i es  o f  s t a t e  parks culminated w i t h  a number o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  being presented t o  
Governor-elect John Garland P o l l a r d  by proponents o f  such a system. As a r e s u l t  of t h i s  
r e s u l t  of t h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  i n  June 1930, t he  S ta te  Commission on Conservation appointed 
Robin E. Burson as Landscape Engineer and head o f  t he  D i v i s i o n  o f  Landscape Engineering i n  
the Department o f  Conservat ion and Development. One o f  t he  f i r s t  tasks Burson undertook 
was t o  "make a comprehensive s t ~ d y  o f  a l l  park systems i n  t he  East," s p e c i f i c a l l y  those i n  
Michigan, Ind iana and New York. 

With Burson's i npu t ,  momentum f o r  t he  establ ishment  o f  a  seashore s t a t e  park was 
high, and on J u l y  2, 1931, t he  V i r g i n i a  Seashore S ta te  Park Assoc ia t ion  was es tab l i shed  i n  
Nor fo lk  t o  promote the  s e l e c t i o n  and development o f  a  s i t e .  Cape Henry, t he  f i r s t  land ing  
spot o f  the Jamestown c o l o n i s t s ,  was se lec ted  f o r  i t s  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and scenic 
beauty. S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  i n  May 1932, y e  Nat iona l  Conference on S ta te  Parks was h e l d  a t  
V i r g i n i a  Beach and the  Cape Henry s i t e .  

Carson wrote t o  Governor P o l l a r d  i n  September 1933 eager ly  r e v e a l i n g  h i s  enthusiasm 
and hopes f o r  the V i r g i n i a  park system: 

Day a f t e r  day and week a f t e r  week preaching what we have been doing, on t h e  va lue  of a 
S ta te  park system t o  t h e  State,  seems a t  l a s t  t o  have caught t h e  imag ina t ion  o f  t h e  
people. ..We w i l l  g i v e  t o  10,000 people i n  t h e  Sta te  of  V i r g i n i a ,  year ly ,  a p lace  where 
they can have r e s t  and recreat ion .  I s  no t  t h i s  w e l l  wor th  w h i l e  ( s i c )  t o  say no th ing  

'8 
of t h e  thousands o f  t o u r i s t s  t h a t  these parks w i l l  a t t r a c t  t o  our State. 

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet 616) 



018 No. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
Expires 1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

DOUTHAT STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT, ALLEGHANY & BATH COUNTIES, 
Continuation sheet 16 Item number 8 Page 2 

8. SIGNIFICANCE -- H i s t o r i c a l  Background ( c o n t i n u e d )  

The concept  o f  t o u r i s m  was n o t  new, b u t  t h e  s t a t e  and h i s t o r i c  pa rks  w i t h  r e l a t e d  
parkway and highway systems o f f e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s t a t e  government t o  
e x p l o i t  t h e  idea.  Adequate roads f o r  p l e a s u r e  m o t o r i n g  and a  g row ing  a l l o t m e n t  o f  l e i s u r e  
t i m e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  f a m i l i e s  t o  t r a v e l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  because i t  was r e l a -  
t i v e l y  i nexpens ive .  The d i s t a n c e  peop le  were w i l l i n g  t o  t r a v e l  was de te rm ined  by s e v e r a l  
f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g :  t h e  t y p e  abd qua1 i t y  o f  f a c i l i t y ,  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and a t t r a c t i v e -  
ness of t h e  r o u t e  t o  g e t  t h e r e .  

Years ago, t h e  average fami ly  was p r e t t y  much r e s t r i c t e d  i n  oppo r tun i t i es  f o r  outdoor 
recreat ion.  The sp lend id  areas which are so much i n  use today were a l t oge the r  too  
remote f o r  a  generat ion which d i d  no t  know such economical use of  t h e  automobile. I n  
present  t imes, however, w i t h  automobiles t h a t  a re  operated over good roads, people are 
f i n d i n g  ou t  what outdoor rec rea t i on  means...This i s  t r u e  no t  on l y  of t h e  Nat ional  
Parks, b u t  of  t h e  s t a t e  and me t ropo l i t an  parkls which o f f e r  f a c i l i t i e s  such as have been 
developed by t h e  CCC, PWA and WPA since 1933. 

0 

B u r s o n ' s  p r e l i m i n a r y  p l a n s  f o r  t h ~ ~ v i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Park System were comple te  b y  s p r i n g  
1933 when t h e  CCC program was enacted.  S i x  pa rks  were p lanned  t o  complement Shenandoah 
N a t i o n a l  Park i n  t h e  n o r t h - c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e :  Seashore and Westmoreland s t a t e  
pa rks  t o  se rve  t h e  T idewate r  r e g i o n ;  S taun ton  R i v e r  S t a t e  Park t o  s e r v e  t h e  m i d d l e  r e g i o n ;  
F a i r y  Stone S t a t e  Park  t o  se rve  t h e  Piedmont; Hungry Mother  S t a t e  Park  t o  s e r v e  t h e  v a l l e y  
area; and Douthat  S t a t e  Park t o  s e r v e  t h e  mounta in  and v a l l e y 1 2 e g i o n .  Each p a r k  would 
s e r v i c e  a  f i f t y - m i l e  r a d i u s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  200,000 V i r g i n i a n s .  (The f i r s t  CCC camp i n  
t h e  n a t i o n  -- Camp Rop j ieve l t  -- was e s t a b l i s h e d  on A p r i l  17, 1933, i n  t h e  Massanutten 
Mounta ins  o f  V i r g i n i a .  ) 

On t h e  eve o f  t h e  ECW program 's  c r e a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  i n  V i r g i n i a  were s p e c u l a t i n g  
on how b e s t  t o  under take  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  parks ,  as w e l l  as t a r g e t i n g  w h i t e  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  Americans as t h e  most needy b e n e f i c i a r i e s .  W i l l i a m  Carson w r o t e  i n  a  1934 
r e p o r t :  

What would happen and where were t h e  parks coming from was t h e  anxious quest ion we asked 
ourselves... l f  parks were donated would they be o f  a  c a l i b r e  o r  q u a l i t y  we cou ld  accept, and 
would t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  be such as t o  bes t  serve t h e  people of t h e  state, and would our dream 
come t r u e  o f  being ab le  t o  e s t a b l i s h  rec rea t i ona l  centers f o r  t h e  most deserv ing b u t  l e a s t  
considered c lass,  t he  w h i t e - c o l l a r  man (who i s  t he  backbone of our  c i v i l i z a t i o n ) ,  where he 
cou ld  a t  l i t t l e  cos t  t ake  h i s  family.. .This p r i n c i p l e  has guided us f rom t h e  i n c e p t i o n  of  
our s t a t e  work and i s  one on which we have r e l i e d  t i l l i has become one o f  t he  t ene ts  of 
t he  [S ta te ]  Commission [on Conservation and Development]. 

d 

P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t ' s  New Deal o f  t h e  1930s o f f e r e d  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  
dilemma. The Emergency Conserva t ion  Work A c t  (ECW), o r g a n i z e d  by  FDR and approved by  
Congress on March 31, 1933, i n c l u d e d  under  i t s  ausp ices  t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conserva t ion  Corps 
(CCC). The ECW A c t  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  use CCC crews on s t a t e  and m u n i c i p a l  
lands;  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  encourag ing  and a s s i s t i n g  t h e  development o f  s t a t e  and c o u n t y  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # 1 7 )  
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park systems throughout the  nat ion.15 I n  A p r i l  1933, superv is ion  o f  s t a t e ,  county and 
l o c a l  rec rea t i on  area p r o j e c t s  was assigned t o  the Nat iona l  Park Serv ice (NPS) under the  
Sta te  Park Assistance Program. La ter ,  t h a t  prostam evolved i n t o  a  separate Sta te  Park 
D i v i s i o n  under the d i r e c t i o n  o f  Herber t  Evison. The program soon became reg iona l i zed  
and what each s t a t e  cons t ruc ted  under the program dur ing  the  New Deal was the product of 
l o c a l  work crews d i r e c t e d  by s t a t e  and nat iona l  governing a u t h o r i t i e s .  Wherever possib le,  
" t he  ECW reg iona l  o f f i c e s  o f  the Sta te  fp rk  D i v i s i o n  were s t a f f e d  w i t h  p ro fess iona ls  who 
had previous na t i ona l  park experience." This p o l i c y  r e s u l t e d  i n  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  
parks i n  V i r g i n i a  and elsewhere i n  which the  master plan, a r c h i t e c t u r a l  design and land- 
scaping no t  on l y  met p r e v a i l i n g  NPS c r i t e r i a ,  b u t  bore d i s t i n c t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  
counterpar ts  i n  o the r  s ta tes .  

As the ECW and CCC programs grew, the  NPS recognized the  need t o  improve j og - re la ted  
t r a i n i n g  o f  the  men i n  the  respect ive  programs. I n  response, the  NPS publ ished - Park 
St ruc tures  and F a c i l i t i e s  i n  1935. A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  photographs, plans and desc r ip t i ons  of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  na t i ona l  and s t a t e  parks, i t  served as a  t e x t q y k  f o r  the  t r a i n i n g  of new 
workers invo lved w i t h  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  park a rch i tec tu re .  The e d i t o r  o f  the book, 
A l b e r t  H. Good, an a r c h i t e c t  w i t h  the S ta te  Park D i v i s i o n ,  o f f e r e d  what has come t o  be 
known as the d e f i n i t i v e  statement on r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  by the NPS p r i o r  t o  World War 11: 

Successfu l ly  handled, [ r u s t i c ]  i s  a s t y l e  which, through t h e  use of  n a t i v e  ma te r i a l s  i n  
proper scale, and through t h e  avoidance o f  r i g i d ,  s t r a i g h t  l i nes ,  and over -soph is t i ca-  
t i on ,  g ives  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  having been executed by p ioneer craftsmen w i t h  l i m i t e d  
t oo l s .  I t  thus  achieves sympathy w i t h  t h e  na tu ra l  surroundings, and w i t h  t h e  past .  

Good advocated u n i n t r u s i v e  park design, c a l l i n g  f o r  harmony i n  b u i l d i n g  cons t ruc t i on  and 
s e t t i n g  through the  use o f  na tu ra l  ma te r i a l s  and p a i n t  o f  na tu ra l  hues. But by 1938, when 
t h e  book was rereleased, the  t a s t e  f o r  r u s t i c  a rch i tec tu re ,  which had r i s e n  i n  the l a t e  
1910s, had begun t o  g i v e  way t o  modernism, w i t h  i t s  emphasis on s i m p l i c i t y  and func t i ona l -  
ism, and i t s  d i sda in  f o r  romance i n  a rch i tec tu re .  The new movement swept through the 
design professions worldwide, and consequently, a f f e c t e d  the  kinds o f  designs produced by 
professional a r c h i t e c t s  employed i n  the  var ious na t i ona l  and s t a t e  park o f f i c e s :  

Fewer examples o f  'exaggerated r u s t i c '  were appearing. Many NPS residences b u l l  t i n  
t he  l a t e  1930s made on l y  minor concessions t o  t h e i r  immediate se t t i ngs .  Qu i t e  o f t e n  
these were r a t h e r  uy&xceptional wood-frame houses i nco rpo ra t i ng  r u s t i c  s i d i n g  and stone 
veneer foundations. 

Although some o f  the b u i l d i n g s  a t  Douthat S ta te  Park were under cons t ruc t i on  dur ing  
the l a t e  1930s, they a l l  r e f l e c t  a  wholehearted commitment t o  the h ighes t  form o f  r u s t i c  
s t y l i z a t i o n .  A l l  o r i g i n a l  p lans f o r  b u i l d i n g s  a t  Douthat S ta te  Park bear the stamp o f  the  
U.S. Department o f  the  I n t e r i o r ,  Nat ional  Park Serv ice and t h e  S ta te  Park Emergency 
Conservation Work, and were signed by Burson. 

The CCC was p a r t  o f  an emergency program intended t o  reduce unemployment through park 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #18) 
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cons t ruc t i on  and conservat ion.  Jus t  as the  design aspects o f  r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  changed 
dur ing  the 1930s, so the  r o l e  o f  the  CCC changed du r ing  these same years. I n i t i a l l y ,  i n  
the  mid-30s, the  CCC funct ioned as a  r e l i e f  agency, then i t  became a  t r a i n i n g  agency, and 
f i n a l l y ,  j u s t  be fore  i t s  demi%, i t  evolved i n t o  a  defense agency -- t h i s  l a s t  phase the  
l e a s t  successful o f  t h e  three.  C i ted  as a  "nine-year e 5 ~ e r i m e n t  by the federa l  govern- 
ment i n  the conservat ion o f  human and na tu ra l  resources," by one source, ' the CCC s t a t e  
park program was planned w i t h  the i n t e n t  t o  c rea te  new s t a t e  ~ a r 5 ~ f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a  scale 
and r a t e  o f  development which had n o t  occurred before t h i s  t ime." V i r g i n i a  was one of 
f i v e  s ta tes  tfft p r i o r  t o  1933 had no s t a t e  parks, y e t  i n  one year  had developed a  com- 
p l e t e  system. 

Admin is t ra t ion  o f  t h e  C C C  program was a  cooperat ive e f f o r t  among the  U.S. Departments 
o f  War, I n t e r i o r ,  A g r i c u l t u r e  and Labor. The Labor Department r e c r u i t e d  the  men i n  
con junc t ion  w i t h  each s ta te ,  w h i l e  the  U.S. Army was responsib le f o r  the  conduct and care 
o f  the enro l lees .  During the  workday, the  A g r i c u l t u r e  and I n t e r i o r  departments d i rec ted  
the  men. Each man rece ived $1 per day as we l l  yj room, board and the  oppor tun i t y  fo r  an 
education; each camp was composed o f  200 men. The CCC ranks came from a  quota of 
unmarrjgd men (based on s t a t e  popu la t ion)  age 18 t o  25 years o ld ;  V i r g i n i a ' s  quota was 
5,000. Each man e n r o l l e d  f o r  s i x  months and cou ld  r e e n l i s t  when t h a t  pe r iod  was up. 

Socia l ,  r ec rea t i ona l  and educat ional a c t i v i t i e s  were the  bas is  o f  the  human conserva- 
t i o n  e f f o r t s  a t  Douthat as we l l  as a l l  CCC camps. Sunday af ternoon l e c t u r e s  on e d i f y i n g  
subjects such as i nsec ts ,  dam const ruc t ion ,  geology and p lan ts  were i n i t i a t e d  i n  October- 
1933. Frequent dances were held, such as thy fe  a t  Camps Carson and Douthat i n  1934 t o  
ce lebra te  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s .  

"An educat ional  program was es tab l ished i n  each camp from the  beginning," f i r s t  w i t h  
on l y  an inhouse teaching s t a f f ,  t h a t  s t ressed both  l i t e r a c y  and vocat ional  s k i l l s .  These 
inc luded typ ing,  auto mechanics, carpent ry  and the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  park ing  l o t s .  WPA 
teachers were assigned l a t e r ,  and each camp had i t s  own l i b r a r y  o f  800 books. I n  addi -  
t i o n ,  the  "cooperat ion b?&ween the  schools i n  the  neighbor ing towns and c i t i e s  and the 
camps (was) commendable. " 

A t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  apa r t  from those rec rea t i ona l  features being b u i l t  f o r  p u b l i c  use 
were provided f o r  the  men. Swimming, basebal l ,  boxing, v o l l e y b a l l ,  pushbal l ,  basketba l l  
and t rack  events were d i r e c t e d  a t  serv ing  a  s o c i a l  and moral purpose. "The a t h l e t i c  and 
mass rec rea t i on  program a f fec ts  every man i n  the  D i s t r i c t .  This  works f o r  phys ica l  
betterment, i s  a l s o  a  moral educat ion i n  teamwork, fa35 p l a y  and the  w i l l  t o  win, coupled 
w i t h  f u l l  r ecogn i t i on  of the  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  the  games." 

The CCC camps were plagued w i t h  some problems, such as f i gh t i ng ,  drunkenness and 
desert ions, w i t h  %or c o n f l i c t s  a r i s i n g  from " recru i tment  o f  men from both  sides o f  the 
Mason-Dixon l i n e . "  A t  Douthat, one complaint was made a t t r i b u t i n g  problems there  t o  the  
"age o l d  quest ion o f  the  no r th  and the  south;" the  Tpfter was signed by "Mist reated bu t  
Powerful Pennsylvanians t o  the  D i r e c t o r  o f  the CCC." Between 1933 and 1942, the  Vir- 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #19) 
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g i n i a  C C C  employed o v e r  75,000 men, many o f  whom served  f o r  a  f u l l  yea r .  Compared t o  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  V i r g i n i a  r e c e i v e d  a  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  number o f 3 y C  camps, r a n k i n g  4 t h  
i n  t h e  number of camps, a l t h o u g h  r a n k i n g  3 6 t h  among s t a t e s  i n  area.  

A l though  V i r g i n i a  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  works program, s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  opposed 
t h e  i d e a  o f  a  f e d e r a l  d o l e  as t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  Oepress ion woesj3 F i v e  Democrat ic  sena to rs  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  opposed FDR i n  1933-34 -- two were f r o m  V i r g i n i a .  Sena to r  H a r r y  F. Byrd, a  
former  governor  a p p o i n t e d  i n  1933, was a  f i s c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and a r d e n t l y  r e s i s t e d  t h e  New 
Deal programs. He " t o l e r a t e d  t h e  CCC i n  t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  o f  t h e  Depress ion because 
c o n d i t i o j a  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  [ it] was r e a l  and c i t i z e n s  i n  d i s t r e s s  r e q u i r e d  temporary  
r e l i e f . "  I n  t h e o r y ,  t h e  s t a t e s  were expected t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Federa l  Emergency 
R e l i e f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (FERA) program based on t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  pay. Yet ,  " i n  s p i t e  o f  
r a t h e r  ample r e s o u r c e s  and an e x c e l l e n t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  i g 5 p u b l i c  l i f e  o f  
V i r g i n i a  [had] no c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  b e s t i r  i t s e l f  t o  h e l p . "  

Once l e g i s l a t i o n  was passed t o  r e l e a s e  r e l i e f  d o l l a r s  t o  each s t a t e ,  however, V i r -  
g i n i a  was i n t e n t  on r e c e i v i n g  h e r  share.  As o f  December 1935, V i r g i n i a  compr ised two 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  y e t  i t  c o n t r i b u t e d  l e s s  t h a n  6/10 o f  1 p e r c e n t  t o  t h e  
c o s t  o f  FERA. And, a l t h o u g h  i t  escaped t h e  w o r s t  ravages o f  t h e  Depression,  V i r g i n i a  
r a n k e g g n i n e t e e n t h  among a l l  s t a t e s  i n  money a l l o t t e d  by  CCC e n r o l l e e s  t o  t h e i r  depend- 
e n t s .  

The Corps l a r g e l y  ach ieved  t h e  n a t u r a l  and human c o n s e r v a t i o n  g o a l s  o f  i t s  found ing .  
I t  p r o v i d e d  employment and a  p o s i t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  y o u t h f u l  energy  a t  a  t i m e  o f  n a t i o n a l  
j ob lessness  and i d l e n e s s ;  i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  numerous pa rks  f o r  p b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n ;  and i t  
promoted t h e  o u t - o f - d o o r s  as a  necessary  and h e a l t h f u l  past ime.  

G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  s i z e  and s c e n i c  q u a l i t y  o f  each p a r k  i n c l u d e d  t h a t  each one shou ld  
n o t  compr ise  l e s s  t h a n  1,000 a c r e s  and t h e  l a n d  s h o u l d  be o f  s u f f i c i e n t  c a l i b r e ,  w i t h o u t  
c o n d i t i o n s  on t h e  t i m e  o r  manner i n  wh ich  i t  was t o  be developed. Each f a c i l i t y  was a l s o  
t o  have "a bodg80f w a t e r  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  and s c e n i c  purposes," s i n c e  V i r g i n i a  had o n l y  two 
n a t u r a l  l a k e s .  I n  1936, b y  wh ich  t i m e  t h e  CCC had many s t a t e  p a r k s  under  way n a t i o n -  
wide, Conrad M i r t h ,  t h e  NPS o f f i c i a l  i n  charge o f  t h e  s t a t e  pa rks  program d u r i n g  t h e  
1930s, d e f i n e d  some a e s t h e t i c  c r i t e r i a  w i t h  b u i l t - i n  v a r i a b l e s .  A  s t a t e  p a r k  must 
possess: 

... e i t h e r  ou ts tand ing  scenic importance, w i t h  o r  w i t hou t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a c t i v e  recrea- 
t i o n ,  o r  ... better- than-average scenic importance cmb ined  w i t h  h i g h  value f o r  a c t i v e  

recreat ion .  They are intended $8 preserve areas of scenic, h i s t o r i c ,  p r e h i s t o r i c ,  
s c i e n t i f i c  o r  r ec rea t i ona l  value. 

A  1941 N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  A  Study o f  t h e  Park and R e c r e a t i o n  Problem o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  de te rm ined  t h a t  t h i s  u n t a i n t e d  env i ronment  was a  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  a  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #20) 
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hass led  and c o r r u p t  work f o r c e  i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  American c i t i e s :  

Man's l o s s  o f  i n t i m a t e  contac t  w i t h  na ture  has had a  d e b i l i t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on him as a  
being[,] which can be a l l e v i a t e d  o n l y  by making i t  poss ib le  f o r  him t o  escape a t  f r e -  
quent i n t e r v a l s  f r b m  h i s  urban h a b i t a t  t o  t h e  open country ... He must again l ea rn  how t o  
enjoy h imse l f  i n  out-of-doors by reacqu i r i ng  t h e  e n v i r  mental knowledge and sk i  11s he 
has l o s t  du r i ng  h i s  e x i l e  f rom h i s  na tura l  environment. 

$8 

Besides t h e  human need f o r  r e l a x a t i o n  o u t - o f - d o o r s ,  e x p e r t s  i d e n t i f i e d  a  f i n e r  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  found  i n  u rban  and r u r a l  env i ronments .  I n  
a  su rvey  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  136 s t a t e  parks ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  by  v i s i t o r s  was 
ranked by p o p u l a r i t y :  p i c n i c k i n g  was f a v o r e d  by  f o u r t e e n  pe rcen t ;  swimming, t h i r t e e n  
p e r c e v i ;  h i k i n g ,  s i x  pe rcen t ;  sports/games, camping and h i s t o r y l a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  f o u r  p e r c e n t  
each. T r a i l s ,  a  t r a i l s i d e  museum, an o u t d o o r  t h e a t e r  and a  b i r d  b l i n d  were f a c i l i t i e s  
recommended t o  a t t r a c t  a  younger  audience.  "The Park A u t h o r i t y  has p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
V i r g i n i a  p a r k s  do n o t  g a t h e r  as l a r g e  a  y o u t h  a t tendance  as i t  s h o u l d  and i n  o r d e r  t o  
s t i m u l a t e  such use i t  w i l l  be necessary  t o  p r o v i d e  these  t ypes  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  wh ich  cannot  
be o f f e r e d  c l o s e  a t  hand. I n s t e a d  ... o f  p r o v i d i n g  b a s e b a l l ,  t e n n i s ,  and o t h e r  ... com- 
p e t i t i v e  s p o r t s ,  he s h o u l d  seek t o  o f f e r  n a t u r e  and c r a f t  a c t i v i t i e s  under  competent 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  tyw t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  i n  w i t h  schoo ls ,  y o u t h  agenc ies ,  and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  

Concur ren t  w i t h  t h e  development o f  pa rks  was t h e  g rowth  o f  a  h ighway and parkway 
system t o  l i n k  r e c r e a t i o n a l  areas.  As e a r l y  as 1931 an "Eas te rn  N a t i o n a l  Park- to-Park  
Highway" was agreed upon b y  t h e  Department o f  I n t e r i o r  and s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  deve lop-  
ment o f  a r e g i o n a l  tho rough fa re .  T h i s  h ighway l i n k e d  t h e  Shenandoah N a t i o n a l  Park P r o j e c t  
i n  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  t h e  G r e a t  Smoky Mounta ins  N a t i o n a l  Park P r o j e c t  i n  Tennessee and N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a ,  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  memor ia ls  o f  Abraham L i n c o l n  and George Washington, as w e l l  as 
w i t h  Washington, D.C. and C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  C l i f t o n  Forge and 
Douthat  S t a t e  Park  t h i s  r o u t e  was S t a t e  Road 60. 

D u r i n g  t h e  1930s, S t a t e  Road 60 was t h e  p r ime  access r o u t e  t o  t h e  a rea  s u r r o u n d i n g  
Douthat  S t a t e  Park, c o n n e c t i n g  i t  w i t h  nearby Cov ing ton  and L e x i n g t o n ,  t h e  a r e a ' s  two 
p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s .  One c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  mas te r  p l a n  of each V i r g i n i a  s t a t e  p a r k  was 
t h e  development o f  a  r o a d  system and i t s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  highway 
systems. The N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on p a r k y ( y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  New 
Deal, as w e l l  as f o c u s i n g  on h i s t o r i c  s i t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

A  r o a d  was b u i l t  as p a r t  o f  Oouthat  i t s e l f ,  i d e n t i f i e d  on e a r l y  p l a n s  as t h e  "main 
p a r k  road"  and n o t e d  on legends as "pa rk  road. "  T h i s  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e  -- now Route 629 
-- which leads f r o m  C l i f t o n  Forge up t o  t h e  r e g i o n  between Warm S p r i n g s  and M i l l b o t ~  
Spr ings  was c i t e d  as a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  Road 8 0 1  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s  development. 
The r o a d  b i s e c t s  t h e  p a r k  and i s  t h e  s o l e  avenue t h r o u g h  t h e  deve loped co re ;  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
and o v e r n i g h t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  today  a c c e s s i b l e  o f f  secondary,  l i m i t e d  v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  
roads.  I n  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h i s  p l a n  i n  1937, t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  s t a t e  r o a d  l o c a t i o n  was 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #21) 
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considered det r imenta l ,  al though the  recommended a c t i o n  was never c a r r i e d  out:  "It i s  
unfor tunate t h a t  a  s t a t e  highway, however minor, runs r i g h t  througQ5the center  o f  the  
park; if possib le,  i t  should be abandoned n o r t h  o f  the  park boundary." 

The present-day Douthat S ta te  Park land was p a r t  o f  a 105,000-acre land patent  
granted t o  Robert Douthat by the  Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a  i n  1795. The l and  was hence- 
f o r t h  d i v ided  several  t imes and f e l l  i n t o  var ious hands before approximately 2,000 acres 
was given back t o  the  s t a t e  f o r  use i n  the  1930s, when the  land surrounding Douthat S ta te  
Park became p a r t  o f  the  George Washington Nat ional  Forest.  

One thousand nine-hundred and twenty acres o f  the present land area o f  the park was 
donated by the Douthat Land Company, a  consort ium o f  V i r g i n i a  businessmen t h a t  inc luded 
A.C. Ford, A.H. Grimsley and W. Kent Ford o f  C l i f t o n  Forge, J.M. Perry of Staunton and 
Floyd W. King o f  Alexandr ia.  The a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p rope r t i es  adjacent  t o  t h i s  t r a c t  brought 
the park up t o  i t s  c u r r e n t  nea r l y  4,500 acres. A small p l a t  o f  152 acres on Wilson Creek 
" requ i red  t o  complete the  P g k  p r o j e c t  a t  t h a t  p lace"  was purchased from John W. Hays le t t  
f o r  $3,500 i n  October 1933. The l a r g e s t  a c q u i s i t i o n  was approximately 2,417.6 acres " t o  
become p a r t  o f  the  Douthat S ta te  Park p r o j e c t  now under development, n ine  m i les  no r th  of 
C l i f t o n  Forge ... on Wilson Creek," purchased i n  December 1933 f o r  $15,110. While Seashore 
Sta te  Park was the  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k ind  proposed 4ip V i r g i n i a ,  Douthat was the  f i r s t  recrea- 
t i o n a l  park t o  be acqui red by the  Commonwealth. 

The D a i l y  Review o f  C l i f t o n  Forge proud ly  heralded establ ishment o f  the  nearby CCC 
camps a t  Douthat i n  J u l y  1933: 

t h e  f i r s t  S ta te  rec rea t i ona l  park i n  V i r g i n i a  i s  now be ing  es tab l i shed on t h e  Douthat 
Land Survey on Wilson Creek, eas t  of t h i s  c i t y  ... The purpose of t h e  development ... w i l l  
be t o  p rov ide  rec rea t i ona l  f a c i l i t i e s  and vacat ion  oppo r tun i t i es  f o r  c i t i z e n s  of t he  
Sta te  and t o u r i s t s .  Camping, f i sh ing ,  boating, water spo r t s  and o the r  a t t r a c  ions  w i l l  4;s 
be a v a i l a b l e  amid scenery and a  c l i m a t e  t h a t  cannot be surpassed i n  t h e  State.  

An estimate$+OO men from V i r g i n i a  and Pennsylvania (which was i n  the  same Army Corps 
Area as V i r g i n i a  ) l i v e d  and worked a t  the  th ree  CCC camps a t  Douthat S ta te  Park. ( S i t e  
Plan 1)  Each camp was respons ib le  f o r  var ious aspects o f  cons t ruc t ion .  Cam Malone 

--ia (Company 1386, SP-2), was charged w i t h  f o r e s t r y  work, i n c l u d i n g  t r a i l  and f i r e  
cons t ruc t ion  as we l l  as the  establ ishment  o f  a  nursery f o r  the  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  p l a n t  
ma te r i a l .  Cam Carson (Company 1373, SP-3), was charged w i t h  cons t ruc t i on  o f  the  sp i l lway  
(known as D a % r k T -  Camp Douthat (Company 1374, SP-4). was @arged w i t h  a l l  m isce l lan-  
eous cons t ruc t i on  i n c l u d i n g  cabins, she1 t e r s  and t r u c k  t r a i l s .  

A1 1  three camps presumably ex i s ted  simultaneously i n  the  e a r l y  years o f  Douthat 's  
development, based on an undated s i t e  p lan  w i t h  d i r e c t i o n a l  arrows t h a t  i d e n t i f y  the way 
t o  a l l  th ree  companies. Camp Douthat may have been t h e  o n l y  camp intended f o r  permanent 
use, based on another undated s i t e  p lan.  Camp Douthat was "under cons idera t ion  as a  group 
camp," y e t  Camps Malone and Carson were depicted as being "temporary bu i ld ings . "  Camp 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #2 2) 
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Dou tha t  was under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  B.J. Locher,  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  eng ineer  
w i t h  t h e  Tennessee V a l l e y  A u t h o r i t y  who worked on  v a r i o u s  aspec ts  o f  p a r k  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  "he ... s t i m u l a t e d  a  g r e a t  dea l  o f  i n t e r e s t  [ f r o m  t h e  men], e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  l o g  c a b i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and by  t h e  end o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  w i l l  have comple ted 8pn v e r y  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  and a t t r a c t i v e  l o g  c a b i n s  w i t h  a  minimum o f  m a t e r i a l  purchased. "  Camp 
Douthat  i s  t h e  o n l y  one o f  t h e  t h r e e  camps f o r  wh ich  ev idence  e x i s t s  t o  suggest  i t  may 
have been c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  permanent use. T h i s  was den ied  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a -  
sons: ". . . w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c o n v e r t i n g  CCC camp [Douthat ]  i n t o  group camps. I t  has been 
found  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  i s  p r o h i b i t i v e ,  and i n  t h e  end i t  i s  n o t  a  w e l l  p lanned  camp. I t  i s  
b e t t e r  t o  r a z e  b u i l d i n g s  and s a l ~ a g 5 ~ a l l  good m a t e r i a l  and t h e n  b u i l d  a  group camp from 
t h e  ground up w i t h  a  good l a y o u t . "  T h i s  m a t e r i a l  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  a t  l e a s t  one 
e x t a n t  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  1937 e l e v a t i o n  d raw ing  o f  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e .  

Camp Carson was e r e c t e d  on J u l y  16, 1933, " t o  p r o v i d e  a  s u i t a b l e  mounta in  r e c r e a -  
t i o n a l  area i n  a  l o c a l i t y  d e p r i v e d  o f  these  p leasures . "  Under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Super in -  
tenden ts  A.H. M c D i l l ,  Jr. and l a t e r  C.N. Hawkins, thf3men c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  e a r t h - f i l l  dam 
and masonry s p i l l w a y  between J u l y  1933 and J u l y  1935. 

A d e t a i l  o f  t h e  p a r k  shows t h a t  Camp Malone c o n s i s t e d  o f  f i v e  b a r r a c k s  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  h a l l ,  bathhouse, l a t r i n e ,  mess h a l l ,  o f f i c e r s '  q u a r t e r s  and garage. The 
n u r s e r y  t h a t  se rved  t h e  r e f o r e s t r a t i o n  t a s k  o f  t h i s  company was nearby.  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  
e n r o l l e e s  a t  Dou tha t  S t a t e  Park  "deve loped t h e  [Clamp [Malone] and t h e  p a r k  i n t o  two o f  
t h e  showplaces o f  t h e  camps and pa rks  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "  The men o f  Camp Malone, r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  f o r e s t r y  work, were s o 5 8 r o d i g i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  were named one o f  t h e  f o u r  b e s t  companies 
i n  t h e  Corps Area i n  1934. 

A p l a n  o f  1938 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  "Old  Camp Malone" was a l r e a d y  abandoned and an " o l d  
chimney" i s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  same s p o t  where one e x i s t s  today  -- t h e  one s t r u c t u r a l  r u i n  i n  
t h e  p a r k  and t h e  t a n g i b l e  ev idence  o f  CCC workcamp occupa t ion .  By t h i s  t ime,  t h e  c l u s t e r  
o f  maintenance b u i l d i n g s  had been e r e c t e d ,  as were t h e  s t a b l e s  and c u s t o d i a n ' s  headquar- 
t e r s ;  t h e  r a n g e r s '  bunkhouse was s t i l l  o n l y  a  proposed s t r u c t u r e .  A  proposed p l a n  f o r  
"Recrea t ion  and S e r v i c e  Areas"  d a t e d  1940 shows t h a t  t h e  " o l d  CCC b a r r a c k s  t o  be razed"  
were c e r t a i n l y  t h o s e  o f  Camp Malone. 

A  p l a n  e x i s t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  them w i t h  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  v o l l e y b a l l ,  badminton, 
s o f t b a l l ,  a  pony r i n g ,  t e n n i s  c o u r t s ,  e t c .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  e v e r  have t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  however, f o r  as e a r l y  as 1937 S t a n l e y  M. Hawkins, A s s o c i a t e  
R e c r e a t i o n a l  S p e c i a l i s t ,  s e n t  a  memo say ing ,  "It i s  d o u b t f u l  whether  we shou ld  recommend 
hand-ba l l ,  t e n n i s  c o u r t s ,  e tc . ,  on S t a t e  Parks.  They a r e  c i t y  a c t i v i t i e s .  We s h o u l d  
p r o v i d e  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  n a t u r a l  &velopments o f  t h e  o u t - o f - d o o r s  and, because o f  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  canno t  be found  i n  c i t i e s . "  The scheme was never  c a r r i e d  o u t .  

Camp Carson must have been demol ished s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t o o ,  f o r  a  w o r k i n g  drawing 
da ted  1939 o f  t h e  s t a b l e  a rea  shows an " o l d  camp b u i l d i n g  t o  be o b l i t e r a t e d , "  and t h e  o n l y  
remains o f  o p e r a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  a  n o t a t i o n  o f  "CCC Camp" a t  t h e  Camp Dou tha t  l o c a l e .  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #2 3) 
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Park  s t r u c t u r e s  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1930s up t o  Wor ld  War I 1  were u n i f o r m l y  r u s t i c ,  
t a i l o r e d  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  env i ronment  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p a r k  o r  r e g i o n ,  i n  keep ing  w i t h  t h e  
back - to -na tu re  a e s t h e t i c  o f  t o u r i n g  and camping. They i n c l u d e d  day use s t r u c t u r e s  l i k e  
p i c n i c  s h e l t e r s  and bathhouses, as w e l l  as o v e r n i g h t  c a b i n s  and lodges  f o r  l a r g e  groups of 
v a c a t i o n e r s .  Those e r e c t e d  a t  Dou tha t  s i m i l a r l y  conform t o  a  n a t i o n a l  r u s t i c  s t y l e  and 
t h r e e  were f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  NPS p u b l i c a t i o n  Park S t r u c t u r e s  and F a c i l i t i e s  by  Good: t h e  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  Residence ( f o r m e r l y  known as t h e  C u s t o d i a n ' s  Cab in ) ,  P i c n i c  S h e l t e r  
No. 2, and Cabin  No. 19. I n  1938 an expanded i s s u e  o f  t h i s  book f e a t u r e d  a  c h a p t e r  on 
lodges,  i n n s  and h o t e l s ,  wh ich  i n c l u d e d  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Guest Lodge a t  Douthat .  

Dou tha t  S t a t e  Park  was opened t o  t h e  p u b l i s 6 0 n  June 15, 1936, a t  wh ich  t i m e  an 
e s t i m a t e d  s e v e r a l  thousand peop le  v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e .  As l a t e  as 1937, Dou tha t  and Hungry 
Mother  were t h e  o n l y  CCC camps i n  V i r g i n i a  o f f e r i n g  o v e r n i g h t  l o d g i n g s ,  a l t h o u g h  Dou tha t  
was n o k c o m p l e t e d  u n t i l  1942 when t h e  CCC was d i s s o l v e d  and t h e  camps removed f r o m  t h e  
parks .  

The d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  CCC, a l t h o u g h  f i n a l i z e d  w i t h  Wor ld  War 11, was t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  
o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  f a c t o r s ,  a g a i n  i n v o l v i n g  V i r g i n i a n s .  I n  1937 Congress re fused 
t o  make t h e  CCC a  permanent government o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  g r a n t  i t  a  t h r e e - y e a r  ex ten-  
s i o n .  I n  1941 Sena to r  B y r d  was t h e  cha i rman o f  t h e  J o i n t  Committee f o r  t h e  Reduc t ion  of 
Nonessen t ia l  Federa l  Expend i tu res ,  wh ich  r e l e a s e d  a  r e p o r t  t h a t  recommended t h e  C C C  be 
a b o l i s h e d  by J u l y  1, 4842, because " t h e r e  i s  no room f o r  n o n e s s e n t i a l s  i n  a  government 
s t r i p p e d  f o r  a c t i o n s . "  

The b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  CCC and ECW programs toward  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  l a n d  have r e -  
mained uncha l lenged,  however. Because o f  FDR's New Deal ,  between 1933 and 1936, p a r k l a n d  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n  r o s e  from 599,091 ac res  t o  3,859,087 acres;  b y  1 9 3 t g t h e r e  were s i x t y  CCC 
camps a t  work i n  p r i v a t e ,  n a t i o n a l  and s t a t e  p a r k s  i n  V i r g i n i a .  D e s p i t e  c o n t i n u o u s  
o b j e c t i o n  f rom s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  and a  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  government, V i r g i n i a  r e -  
c e i v e d  an abundance o f  n a t i o n a l  parks ,  parkways, s t a t e  pa rks  and p r o t e c t e d  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  
i n  compar ison w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  "one o f  t h e  most  success fu l  of6,ijhe 
NPS programs under taken  by  t h e  CCC, a t  l e a s t  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  was t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  program." 

The p e r i o d i z a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  n o m i n a t i o n  ex tends t o  1942. Pub1 i s h e d  sources documenting 
t h e  h i s t o r i c  c o n t e x t  o f  m a s t e r  p l a n n i n g  f o r  V i r  i n i a ' s  CCC S t a t e  Parks  (Lo tspe ich ,  1984),  
o f  t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conserva t ion  Corps i n  V i r g i n i a  rByrne,  1982) and o f  N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e  
R u s t i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e  (Tweed e t  a l ,  1977) agree on t h i s  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  as a p p r o p r i a t e  b o t h  
f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  reasons.  Congress e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  CCC i n  1942, t h e r e b y  
e f f e c t i v e l y  end ing  t h e  CCC e r a  o f  s t a t e  p a r k  development. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #24) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- H i s t o r i c a l  Background ( c o n t i n u e d )  

The e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  end ing  d a t e  t o  1942 a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  nine b u i l d i n g s  
which a r e  l e s s  t h a n  f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d  and wh ich  would  n o r m a l l y  n o t  be cons ide red  c o n t r i b u t -  
i n g  b u i l d i n g s  i n  a  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t :  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  (1937) ,  bathhouse (19381, group 
camping she1 t e r ,  f o r m e r l y  a  s t a b l e  (1938-39) and s i x  main tenance b u i l d i n g s  (1936-38).  
T h e i r  i n c l u s i o n  i s  j u s t i f i e d  on t h e  grounds t h a t  each o f  t h e  n i n e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  n e a r l y  
f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d  and a l l  were c o n s t r u c t e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  
nominat ion.  I n  p lan ,  a l l  n i n e  b u i l d i n g s  show t h e  stamp o f  t h e  same agency, d e s i g n e r  and 
b u i l d e r  as t h e  o t h e r  t h i r t y - s e v e n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ;  t h e y  e x h i b i t  t h e  same i n t e g r i t y  
o f  l o c a t i o n ,  des ign ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  workmanship, s e t t i n g ,  and f e e l i n g ;  and t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
c o n t i n u i n g  e v o l u t i o n  o f  CCC camp b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  o f  s t a t e  p a r k  d e s i g n  i n t e n t i o n s ,  and 
o f  N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e  r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  as o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  
e r e c t e d  by  t h e  CCC d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1933-1942 a t  Dou tha t  and a t  o t h e r  CCC-era pa rks  i n  
o t h e r  s t a t e s  such as Arkansas (see Arkansas S t a t e  Parks Themat ic Nominat ion,  1984). 

FOOTNOTES 

'stephen L o t s p e i c h ,  "The Des ign I n t e n t i o n s  and t h e  P l a n n i n g  Process o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
CCC S t a t e  Park Mas te r  P lans,  1933-1942" (M.A. t h e s i s ,  School  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  V i r g i n i a ,  May 1984),  pp. 10-12. 

'warren James Belasco,  Americans on t h e  Road: From Autocamp t o  M o t e l ,  1910-1945 
(Cambridge: MIT Press,  1971),  pp. 71, 89, 126-7. 

3 ~ i l b u r  C .  H a l l ,  " V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Parks," The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  N e w s l e t t e r ,  
( A p r i l  15, 1937). Carson's l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  i n  s t a t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  t o u r i s m ,  and p a r k  
development i s  t r e a t e d  i n  d e t a i l  by John F. Horan, J r . ,  " W i l l  Carson and t h e  V i r g i n i a  
Conserva t ion  Commission, 1926-1934." The V i r g i n i a  Magazine o f  H i s t o r y  and B iog raphy  Vo l .  
92, No. 4  (October  1984) :  391-415. 

5 ~ i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  Sou theas te rn  S t a t e  Park  System ( P r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Southeastern  S t a t e  Park  D i r e c t o r s ,  1977), p .  174. 

6 ~ o t s p e i c h ,  pp. 18-20. 

' ~ o t s ~ e i c h ,  pp. 22-24. 

8 ~ e t t e r  from W.E. Carson t o  John Gar land P o l l a r d ,  Governor o f  V i r g i n i a ,  8  September 
1933, Papers o f  Governor P o l l a r d ,  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  A r c h i v e s ,  Richmond, VA. 

9 ~ e p a r t m e n t  of I n t e r i o r ,  N a t i o n a l  Park  Serv i ce ,  A Study o f  t h e  Park  and R e c r e a t i o n  
Problem o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (Washington, D.C., 1941), p. 9. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #2 5) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- FOOTNOTES ( c o n t i n u e d )  

1°conrad W i r t h ,  "Re la ted  Park  and R e c r e a t i o n  Problems," Parks and R e c r e a t i o n  (Decem- 
b e r  1936), p. 173. 

13John P. Byrne,  "The C i v i  1 i a n  Conserva t ion  Corps i n  V i r g i n i a ,  1933-1942" (M.A. 
t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana 1982), p.4. 

14wil 1 iam E. Carson, Conserv ing and Deve lop ing  V i r g i n i a  ( R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Commission on 
Conserva t ion  and Development, 1934) ,  p. 34. 

1 5 w i l l i a m  C. Tweed, Laura E. S o u i l l i e r e ,  and Henry G. Law, N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e  
R u s t i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e  1916-1942 (NPS, Western Regiona l  O f f i c e ,  C u l t u r a l  Resource Management, 
1977),  p. 91. 

1 6 ~ w e e d  e t  a l ,  p. 91. 

I /  I b i d .  

1 8 ~ w e e d  e t  a l ,  p. 92. 

1 9 ~ l b e r t  H. Good, Park  and R e c r e a t i o n  S t r u c t u r e s ,  P a r t  111 : O v e r n i g h t  and Organ ized 
Camp F a c i l i t i e s  ( ~ a s h i n w  

2 0 ~ w e e d  e t  a l ,  p .  97. 

" ~ i n a l  Repor t  o f  t h e  Federa l  S e c u r i t y  Agency, p. 32, 38; c i t e d  i n  Byrne,  p. 22. 

2 2 ~ y r n e ,  p. 1. 

2 3 ~ o t s p e i c h ,  p. 12. 

2 4 ~ o r m a n  T. Newton, Des ign on t h e  Land (Cambridge: Harva rd  U n i v e r s i t y  Press,  19711, 
p. 579. 

2 6 ~ a m e s  E. Ward, J r .  and T readwe l l  Davison,  "The C.C.C. Camps i n  V i r g i n i a , "  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  N e w s l e t t e r  (December 15, 1934).  

2 7 ~ h e  D a i l y  Review, 13 November 1933; 18 January  1933. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #25) 
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2 8 ~ o n  C.  McCarthy, ed., H i s t o r y :  D i s t r i c t  No. 4, 1933-1937, T h i r d  Corps Area 
( H a r r i s o n b u r g ,  PA: The M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e  P u b l i s h i n g  Co., 1937),  p .  32; Byrne, p. 33. 

3 1 ~ n d a t e d ,  F i l e  SP-4, c i t e d  i n  Byrne,  p. 34. 

33~ames  T. P a t t e r s o n ,  Congress iona l  Conservat ism and t h e  New Deal (Lex ing ton :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Kentucky Press,  1967), p. 348. 

3 5 ~ e l a n d  B. Tate ,  "Emergency Re1 i e f  i n  V i r g i n i a , "  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  N e w s l e t t e r  
(November 15, 1935),  c i t e d  i n  Byrne,  p. 68. 

"Newton, p. 564. 

3 8 ~ a r s o n ,  pp. 26-27. 

4 0 ~ ~ ~ ,  Park and R e c r e a t i o n  Problem, p. 4. 

4 1 ~ ~ ~ ,  Park and R e c r e a t i o n  Problem, p. 15. 

4 2 ~ e m o  t o  Randolph O d e l l ,  A c t i n g  Park A u t h o r i t y ,  f r o m  H e r b e r t  Evicon,  A c t i n g  Regiona l  
D i r e c t o r ,  25 A p r i l  1939. 

43Byrne, p. 48. 

4 4 ~ a r r a t i v e  Repor t  Accompanying Mas te r  P l a n  f o r  D o u t h a t  S t a t e  Park V i r g i n i a  SP-4, 
approved 25 May 1937. 

4 5 ~ o b  Comment, S u b j e c t :  Mas te r  Plan,  V i r g i n i a  SP-4, Dou tha t  S t a t e  Park,  9  J u l y  1937. 

4 6 ~ e t t e r  f r o m  R.A. G i l l i a m  t o  Governor P o l l a r d ,  12 October  1933, S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  
Richmond, VA. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # 2 i )  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- FOOTNOTES (cont inued) 

4 7 ~ e t t e r  from R.A. G i l l i a m  t o  Governor Po l l a rd ,  14 November 1933; " L e t t e r  from 
Governor P o l l a r d  t o  S ta te  Commission on Conservation and Development," 5 December 1933, 
State L i b r a r y ,  Richmond, VA. For Douthat 's  primacy, see Horan, p. 405. 

4 8 " ~ e w  Park I s  Now Assured," The D a i l y  Review, 8 J u l y  1933. 

4 9 ~ y r n e ,  p. 25. 

50~emo from R.E. Burson, Procurement O f f i c e r ,  undated. 

51~emo, Douthat SP-4, from R.E. Burson, undated. 

5 2 ~ o b  Comment on Douthat S ta te  Park Master Plan, from Stanley M. Hawkins, 3 August 
1937. 

53~emo on Dam Construct ion:  SP-3 Company 1373, C l i f t o n  Forge, A.H. McD i l l ,  J r . ,  
Superintendent, undated. 

5 5 ~ o b  Comment, Hawkins. 

5 8 ~ r e l i m i n a r y  Report o f  the  J o i n t  Committee on the  Reduction o f  Nonessential Federal 
Expenditures, Congress o f  the Uni ted States,  77th Congress, F i r s t  Session, Document 152; 
c i t e d  i n  Byrne, pp. 72-73. 

5 9 ~ i r t h ,  p. 175; Ward and Davison. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (cont inued) 
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10. VERB& BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION (continued) 

Justification: The boundary of Douthat State Park Historic District conforms to 
the original lsoundary of Douthat State Park and encompasses the entirety of the park's 
4,493 acres, the 4,493 acres acquired by the Commonwealth of Virginia by gift and purchase 
for the park's development in 1933. The nominated acreage represents a fraction of 
the 105,000 acres of land granted to Robert Douthat by the Commonwealth of Virginia 
in 1795. Containing all the significant surviving buildings and structures associated 
with the nomination's period (1933-1942), as well as the park's original network of 
roads and trails, the district boundary comprehends the recreational, scenic, archi- 
tectural, c o m i t y  planning, and conservation values which formed the park's original 
design intentions as well as the historic values which the district now possesses. 
The boundary is further justified on the grounds that the entire park is a carefully 
planned landscape weaving various and discrete elements into a visually and functionally 
cohesive whole. 

Verbal Boundary Description: Beginning at a pint on the W side of VA 629 at the 
entrance to Douthat State Park; thence extendinq approx. 1100' NNW;thence approx. 1100' 
NW; thence approx. 1200' NE; thence approx. 19k0;b; thence appr6x. 1400'-~S~; thence 
approx. 800' NE; thence approx. 2900'NNE; thence approx. 650' N; thence approx. 400' 
; thence approx. 9900' WNW; thence approx. 7500' NNE; thence approx. 6100' W; thence 
approx. 11,600' ESE; thence approx. 3400' SSE to 2620 elevation pint; thence approx. 
10,600' SSW to Buckhorn Knob; thence approx. 4500' W; thence approx. 200' S; thence 
approx. 450' SSE; thence approx. 560' WSW; thence approx. 600' WSW; thence approx. 1000' 
SSW; thence approx. 650' SSE; thence approx. 1500' SSW; thence approx. 2200' S; thence 
approx. 1500' S; thence approx. 300' SW to point of origin. 

UTMS (continued) - 
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Sketch map showing contributing and non-contributing elements 
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