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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties or districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form {Nationsl Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the informmtion
requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A” for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas
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1. Name of Property
Historic name; WALTER REED GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT
Other names/site number: Commons of Arlington (VDHR File Number 000-8824

2. Location

Street & Number. 2900-2906 13" Street South, 2900-2914 13" Road South, 1301-1319 S. Walter Reed Drive
[_1 Not for Publication

City or town: [ ] Vicinity

State: Virginia Code: VA County: Arlington Code: 013 Zip Code: 22204

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this [ X) nomination {  request for determination of eligibility meets the
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. En
my opinion, the property [X ] meets [ ] does not meet the Narional Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [ X] locally.
{[] See continuadon sheet for additional comments.
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77

. - . - . . \,_‘
Signature of certifyifig offictal/Title Date
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property { ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([ ] See continuation sheet for addidonal comments. }
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
1, hereby, certify that this property 15: . Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[ 1entered in the National Register.
[ ) see continuation sheet
[ 1determined eligible for the National Register
() sex continuation sheet
i ] determined not eligible for the Nationa) Register
[ 1 removed from the National Register
[ 1 other. (explain;)




WALTER REED GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT

ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA

Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property

[X] Private [ ] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

[ ] Public-Local [ X] District _18 __ Buildings

[ ] Public-State [ 1 Site - ___ Sites

[ ] Public-Federal [ ] Structure o 1 Structure

[ ] Object _ __ Objects

A8 _1  Total

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing

Garden Apartments, Apartment Houses Resources previously

and Apartment Complexes in Arlington listed in the National

County, Virginia: 1934-1954 Register _ 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories Current Functions (enter
from instructions) categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling

[ 1 See continuation sheet

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

Foundation; BRICK

Walls: BRICK

Roof: ASPHALT SHINGLE

Narrative Description
Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets

[X] See continuation sheet
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8. Statement of Significance

County and State

Applicable National Register Criteria

{Mark x in ene or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the property for National Register listing.)

{ ]A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

[ 1B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark x in all the boxes that apply.)

[ ]A owned by a religious institution or

used for religious purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[ ]C abirthplace or grave.

[ 1D acemetery.

[ ]E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ ]F acommemorative property.

[ ]G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on ong or more continuation sheets.}

[X] See continuation sheet

Areas of Significance

({Enter categarics from instructions)

COMMUNITY PLANNING
AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1948

Significant Dates
1948

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

County and State

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark x in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the propenty for National Register listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

[ 1B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark x in all the boxes that apply.)

[ 1A owned by a religious institution or

used for religious purposes.

[ 1B removed from its original location.

[ ]C abirthplace or grave.

[ 1D acemetery.

[ 1E areconstructed building, object, or structure. |

[ 1F acommemorative property.

[ ]G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

[X] See continuation sheet

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions}

COMMUNITY PLANNING

AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1948

Significant Dates
1948

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.}

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown
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Name of Property County and State

9. Major Bibliographic References
[X ] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ 1 preliminary determination of Primary location of additional data:
individual listing (36 CFR 67) [X] State SHPO office

{ ] previously listed in the NR : [ ] Other State agency

[ ] previously determined eligible [ ]Federal agency

by the National Register [X] Local government

[ 1 designated a National Historic [ }University

Landmark i JOther

[ ] recorded by Historic American Specify repository:

Buildings Survey #

[ ] recorded by Historic American

Engineering Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Approximately 5.3 acres
UTM References Alexandria USGS Map

1) /1/8/ f03/1/8/8/3/7/ [4/3/0/2/9/1/7/ 2)11/8/ [03/1/8/877/11 {4/3/0/3/0/6/5/
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

3) [UB] [03/1/8/9/6/0/ 1413/013/0/9/0/ 4) [1/8/ [03/1/8/9/8/3] [4/3/0/2/9/4/0/
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Walter Reed Gardens (Commons of Arlington) is located on approximately 5.3 acres in Arlington County,
Virginia. 13th Street South, South Edgewood Street, and South Walter Reed Drive bound the development.
The development is bisected by 13" Road South.

{ 1See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

¥

[x ] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

Nameftitle Simone Monteleone Moffett, Architectural Historian
Organization EHT Traceries,.Inc. Date June 21, 2002
Street & Number_ 1121 5" Street . NW Telephone (202) 393-1199

City or Town Washington State_ D.C. Zip code 20001




WALTER REED GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA

Name of Property County and State

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
Iesources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional iterns)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Commons of Arlington Condominium Association

street & number __13" Road South telephone _703/569-5797
city or town __Arlington state _ Virginia zip code _22204

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being coliected for applications to the Nationat Register of Historic Places to
nominate properiies for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 ef seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this formn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC
20013-7127; and the Office of the Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503,

"
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Walter Reed Gardens is bounded by South 13™ Street to the north, South Edgewood
Street to the east, and South Walter Reed Drive to the west. South 13™ Road bisects the
development in Columbia Heights, Arlington County, Virginia. Constructed in 1948, the
complex is sited on approximately five acres and is a planned community that
incorporates recreational areas and open spaces. Originally designed with one hundred
forty-seven (147) one-bedroom units within eighteen (18) buildings, the condominium
conversion reconfigured the buildings to house a total of one hundred thirty-four units
(134). The one hundred thirty-four units (134) include fifty-six (56) one-bedroom units
and seventy-eight (78) two-bedroom units in four clusters of buildings, 1301-1305 South
Walter Reed Drive, 1315-1319 South Walter Reed Drive, 2900-2906 South 13® Street,
and 2900-2914 South 13™ Road. The remaining area is designed with green areas, a
swimming pool, and parking arecas. The apartments are shaped around courts with the
largest being the “U” court at 2900-2914 South 13" Road.

The four clusters of Walter Reed Gardens are composed of eighteen (18) buildings, all of
which contribute to the historic district. The 1982-1984 in-ground swimming pool is
non-contributing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Site

Walter Reed Gardens is sited on 5.33 acres of sloping land and is comprised of the Oscar
C. Dresser subdivision, north of the A.C. Jones addition to Foxhall. In 1938, the Oscar
C. Dresser subdivision included four buildings on the 8.6-acre tract of land.! By 1948,
the construction of Walter Reed Gardens on the Dresser subdivision and the east
extension of South 13™ Road through the subdivision reconfigured the lot. A number of
parking areas and a swimming pool were added after the 1982-1984-condominium
conversion.
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Exterior

Constructed in 1948, the garden apartments are presented as four building clusters
designed in the Colonial Revival style. Within the four building clusters are eighteen
buildings. There are four building types with two roof designs found in the development.

The first building design is a three-story building with brick laid in a repeating seven-
course American bond. The main entrance is a single-leaf, multi-light door with a four-
light transom and wood door surround. The entrance has a one-story entrance porch with
a pair of fluted columns, dentiled cornice and an asphalt-shingled, half-hipped roof. The
buildings have a brick stringcourse below the third-story windows and a stone
stringcourse above the third-story windows. The built-up, flat roof was replaced during
the 1982-1984-condominium conversion. The original 6/6 and 8/8 double-hung wood
sash windows have been replaced in limited instances with vinyl windows that appear as
6/6 or 8/8 double-hung sash windows. Modest brick sills and louvered shutters are
located at the windows. There are five examples of this building type.

The second building design is a two-story building with brick laid in a repeating seven-
course American bond. The main entrance is a single-leaf, multi-pane door with a four-
light transom. The wood door surround has a pair of engaged pilasters supporting a
broken pediment. This building design can be six or seven bays wide with an asphalt
shingled, side-gable roof. The original 6/6 and 8/8 double-hung wood sash windows
have been replaced in limited instances with vinyl windows that appear as 6/6 or 8/8
double-hung sash windows. Modest brick sills and louvered shutters are located at the
windows. There are three examples of this building type.

The third building design is similar to the second building design. It is a two-story
building with brick laid in a repeating seven-course American bond. This building is L-
shaped and located at the corner of the building clusters. The main entrance is at the
corner with a single-leaf, multi-pane door and four-light transom. The entrance has a
one-story entrance porch with squared columns and an asphalt-shingled, half-hipped roof.
In certain instances, one end of the asphalt-shingled, side-gable roof is finished with
interior paired chimneys. The original 6/6 and 8/8 double-hung wood sash windows have
been replaced in limited instances with vinyl windows that appear as 6/6 or 8/8 double-
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hung sash windows. Modest brick sills and louvered shutters are located at the windows.
There are seven examples of this building type.

The fourth building design is a two-story building (three-story brick building where the
site slopes dramatically) with brick laid in a repeating seven-course American bond. The
main entrance is a singie-leaf, multi-light door with a four-light transom and wood door
surround. The wood door surround has a pair of engaged pilasters supporting a scrolled
broken pediment. The buildings are seven-bays wide and the center three-bays project
slightly. The buildings have a molded comice and an asphalt-shingled, side-gable roof
with interior paired chimneys. The center front gable has a circular louvered opening
adorned with four keystones. The original 6/6 and 8/8 double-hung wood sash windows
have been replaced in limited instances with vinyl windows that appear as 6/6 or 8/8
double-hung sash windows. Modest brick sills and louvered shutters are located at the
windows. There are three examples of this building type.

The secondary elevations are utilitarian in design and several units have private yards or
wood decks to the rear.

The swimming pool, located at South 13™ Road between 1305 South Walter Reed Drive
and 2906 South 13™ Street was constructed after the 1982-1984-condominium
conversion. Modest metal fencing surrounds the in-ground concrete pool. This area was
originally designed as a green space.

Intericr *

Walter Reed Gardens included one hundred forty-seven (147) one-bedroom units." A
single public entrance at the main elevation provided access to public corridors and stairs
leading to the individual units. The original finishes and treatments in the individual
units are unknown.

At the time of the 1982-1984-condominium conversion, the floor plans in the individual
buildings were re-configured to accommodate two-bedroom units. These alterations
created a total of one hundred thirty-four units (134);fifty-six (56) remained one-bedroom
units and seventy-eight (78) became two-bedroom units." The windows, mechanical,
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electrical, plumbing, kitchens and bathrooms were renovated or replaced during the
conversion.

WALTER REED GARDENS BUILDING INVENTORY

The eighteen buildings of Walter Reed Gardens include four building designs with two
different roof types. The four building designs include five (5) buildings with a flat roof,
three (3) buildings with a side-gable roof, three (3) buildings with a front-gable roof, and
seven (7) corner buildings.

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

Flat Roof (non-corner building)

2902 13" Street South 2902 13" Road Soﬁth

2910 13" Road South 1303 South Walter Reed Drive
1317 South Walter Reed Drive

Side Gable Roof

2900 13" Street South 2900 13" Road South

2914 13 Road South

Front Gable Roof

2906 13™ Street South 2906 13" Road South

2908 13" Road South

Corner Buildings

2904 13" Street South 2904 13" Road South

2912 13" Road South 1301 South Walter Reed Drive

1305 South Walter Reed Drive 1315 South Walter Reed Drive
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1319 South Walter Reed Drive
NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE
The in-ground swimming pool, located at South 13" Road between 1305 South Walter

Reed Drive and 2906 South 13™ Street was constructed after the 1982-1984-
condominium conversion. The swimming pool is surrounded by a metal fence.
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ENDNOTES

' Franklin Survey Company, Franklin's Original ‘Han-dy Size’ Property Atlas, Plate 18,
1938.

" Office of Planning, Apartment Development by Census Tract, Arlington County,
Virginia, March 31, 1961, May 1961, p. 16.

" Sarah Collins, “History of Columbia Heights,” www.on-the-pike.com, May 21, 2002.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Walter Reed Gardens, known today as the Commons of Arlington, is a small-scale garden
apartment complex constructed in Arlington County, Virginia, in 1948. The garden apartment
design is significant for its role in providing a new type of housing for residents within Arlington
County. The design of the garden apartment complex and its relationship to the surrounding
landscape represented a distinctly mid-20"-century idea of multi-residential living. The small
mass, low height and moderate density of the four building clusters set in a landscaped
environment separated them from more urban forms of the property type. Walter Reed Gardens
was designed to allow several buildings to be grouped in a pleasing aesthetic plan intended to
provide a more hospitable and healthier life for the occupants.

Walter Reed Gardens is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criterion C in
the area of community planning and development as a fine example of the small-scale garden
apartment complexes constructed in Arlington County, Virginia, before and directly after World
War II. The Colonial Revival style and open court design of the development is characteristic of
the garden apartment complexes funded by FHA-insured mortgages. Walter Reed Gardens is an
excellent example of the garden apartment complex as described in the Multiple Property
Nomination, Garden Apartments, Apartment Houses and Apartment Complexes in Arlington
County, Virginia: 1934-1954.

The eighteen buildings of Walter Reed Gardens are contributing to the historic district. The non-
historic in-ground swimming pool is non-contributing.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Arlington County during the first half of the 20" Century

During the early 1900s, increased dependability on area streetcars allowed residents of Arlington
to work in the District of Columbia and thus, the County began to be marketed as a commuter
suburb. Developers and real estate agencies advertised that the County allowed both
conveniences to Washington, D.C. and a healthy, bucolic setting for family life. The 1907
publication, A Brief History of Alexandria County, touted the advantages of Arlington’s
proximity to Washington, D.C.:

A person living in Alexandria County [now Arlington County] enjoys, free of
cost, all the Government institutions of Washington city, its libraries, its colleges,
schools, museumns, art galleries, and public buildings and at the same time enjoys
the health of country life and escapes all the discomforts of a crowded city.'

Between World War I and World War II (1917-1945), Arlington County developed a strong
identity of its own. Owing to confusion between the City and County of Alexandria, the Virginia
General Assembly voted in 1920 to change the name of Alexandria County to Arlington County.
The boundaries of the newly named county were Cthallenged when the community of Clarendon
attempted to incorporate as a town in 1920. This action was defeated when the courts ruled that
Arlington County was "a ‘continuous, contiguous, and homogeneous community’ that could not
be subdivided for the purposes of incorporating a part of it."”> Thus, Arlington County began
self-government as a single unit without subdivisions.

Beginning in 1920, when the population was just 16,040, Arlington County began to grow at an
intense rate as a suburb of Washington, D.C. This compelled the General Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Virginia to redistrict the area, giving Arlington County its own delegates in
the state’s House of Delegates in 1924 and a state senator by 1944. In 1929, the City of
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Alexandria had annexed another portion of land from southern Arlington County that included
the coveted Potomac Yards. Consequently, a special provision was introduced in 1932
preventing further annexation between the City of Alexandria and Arlington County. In 1965,
the fogma] boundaries of Arlington County were established, comprising an area of 25.7 square
miles.

Arlington County’s evolution from a commuter suburb to an important employment center in its
own right continued through the latter half of the 20" century. By the 1990s, apartment dwellers
outnumbered those in single-family houses and almost all of the land in Arlington had been
developed, much of it consisting of numerous areas where multi-family dwellings dominate.
Although no longer rural, Arlington County remains a continuous, contiguous and homogeneous
suburban community, with an economy that reflects a key federal presence and a steadily
expanding roster of national association and corporations. Arlington has evolved into a
thoroughly urban area and part of the core of the Washington Metropolitan Area.

Walter Reed Gardens and Apartment Development In Arlington, Virginia: 1934-1954

While the population of Washington, D.C. and its suburbs increased dramatically in the years
prior to World War I, it increased tremendously after the war. The first increase in population in
the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area was attributed to the tripling of the federal work force
between 1916 and 1918. The 1920 census reveals that for the first time, the majority of
Americans lived in urban and suburban settings, with the suburban population growing at a much
quicker rate.* The stock market crash of 1929 suppressed the extensive building rate that had
occurred in Washington, D.C. during the early 1920s. By 1934-1935, the construction of new
housing units, specifically apartment buildings, was attributed to the influx of new federal
workers under Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal programs. Arlington County, whose rural
landscape would soon be an image from the 5‘past, became one of the fastest developing counties
in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.” The extensive housing shortage in Washington,
D.C. led to the construction of approximately one hundred seventy-six (176) new apartment
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buildings or complexes in Arlington County between 1934 and 1954. These new apartment
buildings and complexes included both small and large developments.

The construction of garden apartments in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area reached a peak
in the mid-1930s and early 1940s. In Arlington County, local officials and the federal
government wanted to avoid the construction of sub-standard, large-scale developments that
would dissolve into slums after the housing emergency eased. Thus, one of the focuses of
apartment developments between 1934 and 1954 was the need to construct affordable, attractive
and permanent housing. Cost efficiency was continuously emphasized in the construction
process, especially for projects backed by the Federal Housing Administration.

Many of the residents who relocated to Arlington during this period were employed under the
New Deal programs of the 1930s. The number of Arlington residents continued to grow, with
the population reaching 26,615 residents in 1930. This number was more than doubled ten years
later with a total of 57,040 residents in 1940. Of those employed in 1940, more than 40% were
involved with the government on a local, state, or federal basis. These workers, who made up the
largest group of families and individuals in need of rental housing, spurred the government to
become involved in housing developments. “Increased rentals for...apartment units... coming in
the wake of the largest federal payrolls since the World War [I], were the primary reason for the
great revival of...building. Thousands of new employees of the New Deal agencies rapidly took
up the slack in residential space, causing rentals td increase 25 percent and more.”® The Federal
Housing Administration {FHA), established in 1934, became the primary mortgage insurers for
thousands of residential projects, both single-family and multiple dwellings, throughout the
United States. Between 1934 and 1940, the FHA insured mortgages on 240 rental projects
throughout the country and 200 of them were garden apartment projf:cts.7 The FHA’s
involvement in Arlington County directly impacted a number of apartment complexes that would
be constructed in the county between 1934-1954. Arlington County’s location along the banks of
the Potomac River across from Washington, D.C. attracted a number of developers with FHA-
insured mortgages to construct these large-scale housing projects. Where the FHA was not
directly involved, they influenced the designs and layouts of hundreds of complexes and
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individual apartments being built in Arlington County. The dramatic increase in population
during the 1930s-1940s and the limited availability of affordable rental housing for the middle-
class government worker made the County a prime development area.

Federal Housing Administration and Its Influence on Garden Apartment Complex
Developments in Arlington County, Virginia

Prior to the establishment of the Federal Housing Administration, the United States government
generally avoided any involvement in the mortgage-lending business. The collapse of the stock
market in 1929 and the subsequent foreclosures on thousands of properties by mortgage lenders
led to the increasing demand for government assistance. The Federal Home Loan Bank Act of
1932 had set up a home loan banking system that “authorized to make advances to member home
financing institutions secured by first mongages.”8 This act was the first of a number of attempts
by the Hoover administration to address the concerns of the homeowner and mortgage lending
communities. The election of Franklin Roosevelt and the continuing devastation of the housing
sttuation led the new administration to focus a number of new laws on these issues, particularly
the establishment of the National Recovery Act of 1933. This act “authorized the use of Federal
funds through the Public Works Administration to finance low-cost and slum clearance housing
and subsistence homesteads.” These actions, although not the cure all that the American people
hoped it to be, were the building blocks that led to the National Housing Act of 1934 (NHA) and
the establishment of the Federal Housing Administration.

It was through the enactment of the National Housing Act that funding was available for many of
the apartment projects in Arlington County. The first commitment by the FHA to insure a
mortgage under the NHA on a low-cost housing project was Gustave Ring’s Colonial Village at
Wilson Boulevard and North Taft Street (1935, 1939, 1954-1955), in Arlington County.

Colonial Village became a mode] for FHA-assisted rental apartment complexes throughout the
United States. Colonial Village, when the three phases were completed by 1955, provided 974
rental units. The success of Colonial Village spurred the construction of other garden apartment
complexes based on its design and ideals. Colonial Village was listed on the National Register
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of Historic Places in 1980 in recognition of its contribution to the garden apartment movement

and the influence of the Federal Housing Administration on the rental housing developments in
the 1930s.

Amendments to the National Housing Act were passed in 1938 and again in 1939, spurring
increased use of FHA-backed financing for projects in Arlington County and across the United
States. Arlington Village in Columbia Heights was the second large rental housing development
constructed by Gustave Ring in Arlington County. The site of Arlington Village, like Colonial
Village, was an undeveloped, sloping site located along a major thoroughfare. Columbia Pike,
which served as the north boundary of Arlington Village, provided residents with easy access to
public transportation and shopping. A shopping center serving Arlington Village residents was
constructed along Columbia Pike, repeating the retail formula Ring implemented at Colonial
Village. “Like its predecessors, this [Arlington Village] latest Ring project will be a complete
community in itself.”*

In Arlington County, numerous developers, regardless of their use of FHA-insured mortgages,
embraced the influence of the Federal Housing Administration and its building principles on
apartment developments. The continued success of FHA-insured projects, such as Colonial and
Arlington Villages, proved the financial benefits of employing the methodology supported by the
FHA. The continuing need of affordable, rental housing in Arlington County and the
embracement of garden apartment complexes by the public was a successful formula to be
repeated. The FHA’s Large Scale Housing Division regulations and their effect on all housing
constructed under the guidance of FHA-mmsured mortgages molded the garden apartment
complexes developed in Arlington County." These standards, while not specifically geared
toward controlling architectural design, appear to have had a substantial influence on the overall
design of Walter Reed Gardens . The garden apartment complex’s use of building clusters, open
courts, central entrances, and Colonial Revival design elements reveals the influence of the
FHA’s standards and principles.

The FHA standards addressed seven specific issues: community, neighborhood, site, buildings,



NPS Form 16-900
(Rev. 11-90) OMB No. 10024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Continuation Sheet

WALTER REED GARDENS HISTORIC DISTRICT
ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA (000-8824)

Section number _ 8 Page 13

dwelling units, services and cost. Regarding the community, FHA required that the area
currently support a “number of diverse sources of income for the families to be served and that
there exists a need for the type of development contemplated.” The FHA also required that the
developers give “assurance{s] of continued harmonious land uses; [and] integration of the
neighborhood and project.” The site was required to be free from adjacent topographic and
industrial influences, conform to site characteristics and have a land coverage per acre, “for
large-scale projects limited to 20-25%.”'>  One of Arlington County’s most favorable
characteristics was its large tracts of land that had limited or non-existent development. In the
Columbia Heights neighborhood of Arlington County, large swaths of land previously used for
farming had begun to be subdivided in the 1930s and 1940s. Arlington Village, constructed in
1939, is sited on approximately fifty-three acres and is a planned community that incorporates
recreational areas, open spaces, a community building and courtyards within five superblocks.

This large development in Columbia Heights spurred smaller garden apartment complexes in the
neighborhood including Walter Reed Gardens. Located along the west boundary of Arlington
Village, Walter Reed Gardens was sited on the former land of Oscar C. Dresser. Dresser’s land,
located at South 13" Street, South 16" Street and South Highland Street (South Walter Reed
Drive), incorporated 8.6 acres of largely undeveloped land. Aura Tinkle, President of Walter
Reed Gardens, Inc., and his wife Frances purchased the land from Dresser in January 1947 and
sold it to Walter Reed Gardens, Inc. in September of that same year.

Arlington County was a testing ground for the FHA’s new programs and the early successes here
spurred the repetition of the design of these garden apartment complexes across Arlington
County and the nation. Walter Reed Gardens is an excellent example of the FHA’s influence on
the small-scale garden apartment development in Arlington County.

Walter Reed Gardens, Post World War 11, and Veterans’ Housing in Arlington: 1946-1949

The conclusion of World War I brought victory and peace to the United States and her allies, but
the housing situation at home remained a priority for the government and local officials across
the nation. The FHA and private developers turned their attention from fulfiiling the needs of
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wartime workers to providing housing for the thousands of returning veterans. Section 608 of
Title VI, which was used for Defense Housing during World War II, was re-enacted after the war
to provide the veterans’ emergency housing program. Immediately following the war’s
conclusion, the rate of development was strong and continued through 1948. The garden
apartment complex at Walter Reed Gardens was originally designed with one-bedroom units in
order to entice single veterans and childless couples in Arlington County. This apartment
complex was similar in design and style to the individual low-rise apartments and smaller garden
complexes being constructed during the later half of the 1940s throughout Arlington County.

Although the need for housing among returning veterans was the primary reason for the
consistent demand for more housing in Arlington, the ushering in of the Cold War and the
retention of large numbers of workers employed by the federal government exacerbated the
problem. Arlington County officials, recognizing that the end of World War II would not relieve
the pressure on the county, created a post-war planning committee in 1942. This committee
aided in shaping Arlington County’s planning for capital improvements and new developments
in response to the anticipated jump in population.” South Highland Street, now known as South
Walter Reed Drive, was refurbished at the time of Walter Reed Gardens construction. During the
same time, South 13" Road was extended west to meet South Walter Reed Drive, bisecting the
Walter Reed Gardens complex.
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10. Geographical Data

Boundary Justification

The boundaries for the property include the original acreage purchased by Walter Reed
Gardens, Inc. for the development of Walter Reed Gardens. The property currently
contains approximately 5.3 acres. The original land acreage purchased by Oscar Dresser
was 8.83 acres, but 5.6 acres was transferred between Oscar Dresser and Mr. And Mrs.
Tinkle. Walter Reed Gardens was developed on 5.3 acres of land. The east boundary
abuts single-family housing, the north boundary is 13™ Street South, the west boundary is
South Waiter Reed Drive and 13" Road South bisects the development.
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Richmond.

DATE: May 2002

VIEW OF: Main elevation of 2900 13™
Road South; view looking northeast
NEG. NO.: 19972

PHOTO: 1 of 8

DATE: May 2002

VIEW OF: Main elevation of 2906 13"
Street South; view looking south

NEG. NO.: 19972

PHOTO: 2 of 8

DATE: May 2002

VIEW OF: Rear elevation of 2906 13"
Road South; view looking north

NEG. NO.: 19972

PHOTO: 3 of 8

DATE: May 2002

VIEW OF: Main elevation of 1317
South Walter Reed Drive; view looking
cast

NEG. NO.: 19972

PHOTO: 4 of 8

DATE: May 2002

VIEW OF: 2900 13" Road South; view
looking east

NEG. NO.: 19972

PHOTO: 50f 8

DATE: May 2002
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