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Red H i l l ,  an imposlng FeYeraf r e s l  ence, 1s 9 e a s a n t i y  s ~ r e d  on a  %lYtEoff  Route 647 near  
the v i l l a g e  of Pedlar M i l l s  i n  Amherst County.The b r i c k  55'  x  42 ' ,  2%-s tory  house was b u i l t  

s.1824-25. The present  f r o n t  ( e a s t )  po r t i co  was added i n  1932 and r e p l a c e s  a  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  
s i m i l a r  example. The bui ld ing  is executed i n  b r i ck  l a i d  i n  a  very  even Flemish bond and 
i s  s e t  on a  b r i ck  foundation.  A por t ion  of the  e a s t  w a l l  s h e l t e r e d  by t h e  p o r t i c o  shows 
evidence of penci led j o i n t s .  The h ip  roof i s  covered wi th  s l a t e  s h i n g l e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
the  removal of the o r i g i n a l  main p o r t i c o ,  the r e a r  (west) po r t i co  was removed a t  an  
unknown d a t e  i n  the 19th  century .  A one-story Doric columned porch. the  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
e l eva t ion ,  replaced i t .  This porch was removed by the present  owner i n  t h e  1970s. I ts 
replacement is p resen t ly  i n  the  des ign  s t age .  The nor th  and sou th  w a l l s  each have two 
i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. 

The main ( e a s t )  doorway has paneled double doors contained w i t h i n  a  s imply executed 
a rch i t r ave .  The door is a  20th-century replacement of a  s i m i l a r  door. The a r c h i t r a v e  is  
flanked by s i d e l i g h t s  and i s  topped by a  b l ind  transom. The transom is  reeded and i s  
capped by a  l i n t e l  with turned corner  blocks. The west  doorway is s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  and 
r e t a i n s  its o r i g i n a l  paneled double doors.  The n o r t h  e l eva t ion  bas a  twelve-pane g l a s s  and 
wood panel door i n s t a l l e d  during the  present  r e s t o r a t i o n .  The simply executed a r c h i t r a v e  
i s  topped by a  l i n t e l  wi th  turned corner  blocks. The e a s t  and west  e l e v a t i o n s  c o n t a i n  
second-story doorways s i m i l a r  t o  those below. The doors have twelve-pane g l a s s  t o p s .  
L i n t e l s  with turned corner  blocks r e s t  on the  simply executed a r c h i t r a v e s .  

Fenes t ra t ion  c o n s i s t s  of 616 hung-sash windows wi th in  simply executed a r c h i t r a v e s  a l s o  
topped by l i n t e l s  wi th  turned corner  blocks.  Basement windows of s ix-pane s a s h  a r e  
s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d .  A few basement windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  wooden d iagonal  bars .  Most f i r s t -  

and second-story windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  louvred  s h u t t e r s  held by i r o n  hinges and hooks. 
The eaves course is embell ished by a  Doric cornice  with mutules and d e n t i l s ,  po r t ions  o f  
which have r o t t e d  o u t  on the  nor th  e l eva t ion .  - 

Red H i l l  conta ins  a  double-p i le ,  c e n t r a l - h a l l  plan. The h a l l  i s  graced by an open- 
wel l  s t a i r ,  t he  design of which is insp i red  by P la t e s  31 and 35 o f  Owen Bidd le ' s  Young 
carpenter ' s  Ass i s t an t .  P l a t e  35 includes i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  the  veneer ing  o f  h a n d r a i l s .  
Along with i t s  veneered handra i l ,  the  s t a i r  has paneled spandre l s ,  a s c r o l l e d  newel, s c r o l l -  
sawn brackets ,  and square  b a l u s t e r s .  A number of i r o n  b a l u s t e r s  a r e  used randomly f o r  addi-  
t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  suppor t ,  A secondary s t a i r  to  the  a t t i c  is  found on the  second f l o o r  i n  
the southwest chamber and has a  paneled spandre l ,  square newel, rounded h a n d r a i l ,  and two 
square b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r ead .  The house r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  pine f l o o r i n g .  The w a l l s  and 
c e i l i n g s  a r e  p la s t e red .  

F i r s t -  and second-floor  doorways and windows a r e  framed by symmetrical molded a r c h i -  
t r aves  wi th  turned corner  blocks.  Secondary openings have s impler  t h r e e - p a r t  a r c h i t e a v e s  
Most o f  the  o r i g i n a l  s ix-paneled doors su rv ive  throughout the  house. O r i g i n a l  cupboards and 
wardrobes on both f l o o r s  f e a t u r e  f i n e l y  paneled double doors. Evidence of the  o r i g i n a l  
painted g ra in ing  has been found on a door frame. Most of the  f i r s t - f l o o r  woodwork is 
present ly  covered wi th  a dark  s t a i n .  It i s  be l ieved t h a t  t h e  s t a i n  was app l i ed  over  the  
o r i g i n a l  painted g ra in ing  dur ing  the  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  the  19th  century .  The house con ta ins  
notable mantels t h a t  appear t o  have been p a r t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m .  The mantel  
i n  the nor theas t  p a r l o r ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of paired columns support ing a  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e ,  may 
have been influenced by a  more e l a b o r a t e  example i n  Biddle 's  Young Carpenter ' s  A s s i s t a n t ,  
P la te  22. A former f i r s t - f l o o r  mantel p resen t ly  s t o r e d  i n  the  bksement demonstrates an  

(See con t inua t ion  Sheet  #1) 
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STATEMENTOFSIGNIFICANCE Red H i l l ,  o r i g i n a l l y  the  E l l i s  family homestead, is t h e  f i n e s t  
Federa l - s ty l e  house i n  Amherst County. A formal country res idence ,  t h e  house was b u i l t  from 
the p r o f i t s  of the  f ami ly ' s  mercan t i l e  i n t e r e s t s  both i n  the  county and i n  Richmond. The 
q u a l i t y  and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of the  dwell ing r e f l e c t  the  pervasive custom of e a r l y  merchants 
t o  make s i g n i f i c a n t  investment i n  the  cons t ruc t ion  and embellishment of t h e i r  res idences .  
The house shows the  in f luence  of Owen Biddle ' s .  'The Youli,q"Carpenter's A s s i s t a n t  o f  1810, a n  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n  book known t o  have beewso ld  i n  Richqond and widely employed by master  
bui lders  throughout the  s t a t e .  The Admesque d e t a i l i n $ , ' f i n e l y  executed s t a i r ,  and spacious  
plan suggest t h a t  the  family w a s , f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  'fine res idences  being e r e c t e d  i n  Richmond. 
and adapted t h e i r  r e f ined  l i n e s  f o r .  t h e i r  county residence; 

Red H i l l  s t ands  on land t h a t  had been i n  the  E l l i s  family s i n c e  the  mid-18th century.  
Charles E l l i s  was t h e  f i r s t  of the  family t o  l i v e  i n  Amherst County. He moved t h e r e  from the  
eastern par t  o f  the  s t a t e  around 1754. IIe d ied  i n  1759 l eav ing  h i s  widow, Susannah,and 
several  ch i ld ren  inc luding a  son,  Jos iah .  Susannah E l l i s  then married John Beckley, and a  
:ourt dec is ion  i n  1769 assigned him the  dower r i g h t s  o f  h i s  new b r i d e .  ~ h a r l e s ' s  son Jos iah ,  
lorn i n  1746 i n  Henrico County, became h e i r  t o  most of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p rope r ty  i n  Amherst, with 
:he exception of 143 a c r e s  which was h i s  mother 's dower. Jos i ah  remained i n  Amherst and was 
lery a c t i v e  i n  the  a f f a i r s  o f  S t .  ~ u k e ' s  Church. He served a s  a d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Diocesan 
:ouncil from Pedlar M i l l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  success fu l  farming a c t i v i t i e s ,  he e s t a b l i s h e d  
1 merchant m i l l  a t  Pedlar  M i l l s .  He d ied  i n t e s t a t e  i n  1810 l eav ing  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e s t a t e ,  
including the  acreage  on which the  present  house s tands .  

Jos iah ' s  son ,  ~ h a r l e s ,  had gone t o  Richmond i n  the  l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  and'formed a  p a r t -  
~ e r s h i p  with John Allan (Al len) ,  a  leading  merchant and f o s t e r  parent  o f  Edgar Al lan  Poe. 
?he men served a s  brokers  i n  t h e  f l o u r ,  tobacco and lumber markets and conducted o t h e r  
.ental  and r e t a i l  ope ra t ions .  It  was t h e  success o f  Charles t h a t  enabled Richard S. E l l i s  
.O bui ld  a  new house i n  Amherst County. 

Richard Shel ton  E l l i s ,  t he  t h i r d  son o f  Jos i ah  (b. 1775), remained i n  Amherst and 
nheri ted the  Red H i l l  property.  Richard operated the  farming and m e r c a n t i l e  ope ra t ions  of 
he E l l i s  family i n  Amherst and b u i l t  t he  present  Red H i l l  dwel l ing  around 1824 t o  s e r v e  a s  
is  residence and a s  amnuner home f o r  h i s  b ro the r  Charles.  S i t e d  on  a  h i l l ,  t h e  house would 
ave proven a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  a  summer's v i s i t  wi th  i ts  view o f  t h e  coun t rys ide  and the  neighbor 
ng v i l l a g e  of Pedlar  M i l l s .  

(See con t inua t ion  s h e e t  51)  
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Red ilill Farm, h h e r s t  County ,  V i r g i n i a  

CONTI NUATION SHEET 1 .  ITEM N U M B E R  8  PAGE l., 1 
, Adamesque c h a r a c t e r .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  a  c l a s s i c a l  e n t a b l a t u r e  

w i t h  a p p l i e d  d e n t i l s  and e l l i p t i c a l  s u n b u r s t s .  S e c o n d - f l o o r  m a n t e l s  a r e  s i m p l e r  i n  
execu t ion .  The s o u t h e a s t  p a r l o r  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c h a i r  r a i l  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by c a r u e d  
chevron d e c o r a t i o n .  Remaining c h a i r  I-ai.1.s a r e  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  i n  e x e c u t i o n .  The s o u t h w e s t  
p a r l o r  i s  p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  k i t c h e n .  Most o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h a r d w a r e  h a s  
been removed. 

r ed  I l i l l  p ~ e s e r v e s  a  number o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s .  L o c a t e d  to t h e  r e a r  ( w e s t )  
o f  t h e  house i s  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  execu ted  i n  t h r e e - c o u r s e - A m e r i c a n - b o n d  
b r i c k  and covered  by a  h i p  r o o f .  Acquired by t h e  p r e s e n t  owners i n  a  s t a t e  o f  e x t e n s i v e  
d e t e r $ - o r a t i o n ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  underwent a  ma jor  r e s t o r a t i o n  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  t h e  t o t a l  
r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  and  s o u t h  e x t e r i o r  end chimney. Openings  a r e  d i s t i n ~ u i s h e d  by 
l i n t e l  heads  w i t h  t u r n e d  c o r n e r  b l o c k s ,  l i k e  t h o s e  found on t h e  main  h o u s e .  

Round Top, t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l a t e  1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  o v e r s e e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  is l o c a t e d  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  h a l f  m i l e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  main house .  I t  i s  a  1 % - s t o r y ,  wood-frame 
s t r u c t u r e  covered  by a  g a b l e  r o o f .  The b u i l d i n g  is f l a n k e d  by two e x t e r i o r  e n d  ch.irnneys 
execu ted  i n  s t o n e  and  Flemish-bond b r i c k .  F e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  616 hung-sash  windows 
w i t h i n  a  s i m p l e  t h r e e - p a r t  a r c h i t r a v e .  The b u i l d i n g  s i t s  on a  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n .  S e v e r a l  
b a r n s  and t e n a n t s '  houses  are found on t h e  farm.  They were  c o n s t r u c t e d  a f t e r  1930 a n d  a r e  
s c a t t e r e d  th roughout  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  According t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  Red F i l l  c o n t a i n e d  r a t h e r  
e x t e n s i v e  ga rdens  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  main house .  A b r i c k  w a l l ,  p r e s e n t l y  u n d e r  
r e s t o r a t i o n ,  is a l l  t h a t  r emains  o f  t h e  g a r d e n  p l a n .  

RCC 

i'OTJb:DA9Y JUSTIFICATION The Red H i l l  Farm nomina t ion  i n c l u d e s  1 3 8  a c r e s .  The a c r e a g e  i s  a 
f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  E l l i s  f a m i l y  h o l d i n g s  o f  638 a c r e s  i n c l u d i n g  J o s i a h  E l l i s ' s  
h o l d i n g s  a t  Round Top. The nominated a c r e a g e  p r o v i d e s  a s c e n i c  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  fa rm and  
i n c l u d e s  t h e  main h o u s e ,  Round Top, and numerous farm b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  d a t e  t o  t h e  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y .  The b u i l d i n g s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  ambiance o f  t h e  farm.  The h i l l  u p o n  which  t h e  
house was b u i l t  is p a r t  o f  t h e  nominated p r o p e r t y  and i n c l u d e s  t h e  d r i v e  t o  t h e  house  a n d  
i t s  o u t b u i l d i n g s .  

STATEPENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - The E l l i s  f a m i l y  was l a r ~ e , l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o f  t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  o f  P e d l a r  M i l l s .  The r u r a l  a r e a  s u p p l i e d  t h e  r a w  materials s u c h  a s  
g r a i n ,  t o b a c c o ,  and  lumber  t o  t h e  u r b a n  merchan t s  and m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  The local s t o r e  i n  
Amherst, o p e r a t e d  by R. S .  E l l i s  f o r  o v e r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s , a c t e d  as t h e  c o n d u i t  f o r  t h e  
d i s p e r s a l  o f  l o c a l  and u r b a n  goods .  

Richard  S h e l t o n  E l l i s  d i e d  i n  1846,  a t  which p o i n t  most  o f  t h e  E l l i s  p r o p e r t y  had t o  
be s o l d  t o  pay o f f  d e b t s .  A second  house ,  Round 'i'op, t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o v e r s e e r ' s  Q u a r t e r s  
remained i n  t h e  E l l i s  f a m i l y .  From 1852 t o  1898 t h e  p r o p e r t y  was u n d e r  s e v e z a l  o w n e r s h i p s ,  
t h e  l o n g e s t  o f  which was that .  o f  Rober t  L.  Dabney. Dabney was a  n o t e d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  #2) I 
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theologian,  au tho r ,  and t eache r  who acquired the  property i n  1869 from t h e  proceeds o f  h i s  

 iff. Dabney, an a r c h i t e c t  whose most noted b u i l d i n g s  inc lude  t h e  
College Chapel a t  Hampden-Sydney and Tinkl ing  Spr ings  Church, Augusta County, i s  known t o  
have added s e v e r a l  ou tbu i ld ings  and enclosures  t o  h i s  nea r ly  700-acre e s t a t e .  I n  1898 
Dabney's h e i r s  s o l d  Red I-lill t o  John E. E l l i s ,  grandson of  Joshua E l l i s  o f  Round Top. 
The house remained i n  t h e  E l l i s  family u n t i l  1912 when i t  was s o l d  a t  a u c t i o n .  The present  
owners acquired t h e  proper ty  i n  1966 and a r e  c a r e f u l l y  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  house and garden.  

6 .  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SIlRVEYS 

(2) V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1979 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

LO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION - 
River; thence extending E then  SE f o r  about  5 , 0 0 0 t ,  t hen  con t inu ing  abou t  100' 
S t o  N s i d e  of  647, poin t  of  o r i g i n .  






