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"DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Brooks Hall is a three story structure with a basement and partial attic. At

the front is a vestibule/stair hall with its original walnut stair intact,

Behind, incorporating the majority of the interior, was a large exhibition hall

originally open through two stories with projecting balconies on the second level,

The third floor held another exhibitlon space. Recently (c. 1958) the second

level was filled in, and all three stories divided to create classrooms and offices.

The original cast-iron columns are still visible but the infilling of the second

floor has necessitated the introduction of exposed structural steel in the first

floor and basement. The basement retains its original division but it, like all
-.areas, has received cosmetic changes.

On the exterior, the building reveals itself as a fine example of the Secoﬁd'Empire
Style. The materials are brick with stone trim. There are three bays on the front
and tvear, and six on each side. The front has a projecting entrance pavilion topped
by a steep mansard roof with a cast-iron cresting at the top; the sides have pro-
jecting end pavilions flanking the four-bay recessed center. The first- and second-
story windows are united under semicircular arches flanked by pilaster strips.

Each of the stone archivolts in the corner bays have keystones carved in the shape
of an animal head. “The entrance doorway has a semicircular arch supported on two
pink granite columns. Approach to the building is by massive curving stone steps.
The third floor line is marked by a stone band embossed with the names of famous
natural scientists. The third-story windows are set under segmental stone arches,
again with brick pilaster strips and animal-head keystones in the corner bays.

+.. There is a brick cornice with dentils, and two brick chimneys on each side. The

'whole building is .topped with a steep hipped roof.

A complete set of presentation and working drawings is available in the University
of Virginia archives.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Brooks Hall occupies a unique place in the history and fabric of the University of
Virginia. It was donated to the University as a museum of natural history by
Lewis Brooks (1793-1877), a Rochester philanthropist. Brooks left the coordina-
tion of the project to Henry A, Ward (1834-1906), a well known authority on
natural history collections. Brooks Hall was one of the earliest natural history
museums in the United States. The museum illustrates a central preoccupation of
the age, an interest in Darwinian evolution and the new world of science.

Further, the building is one of two university structures (the other is the Chapel)
that is in a late nineteenth-century eclectic style: here a freely interpreted
example of the Second Empire Style. Its architect was John R. Thomas (1848-1901)
from Rochester, New York. He built many eclectic styled buildings, and was called,
in the 1899 edition of the Natiomal Cyclopedia of American Biography, "America's
leading architect.” Three of his most famous buildings are the Squad A 8th Regiment .
National Guard Armory, New York City (1890); the Hall of Records, New York City. '

~ (1896); and the Calvary Baptist Church (1882) also in New York. If his fame has
been eclipsed it is mostly because of the disfavor in which Victorian architecture
has been held until recently.

Finally, Brooks Hall occupies an important physical place on the University Grounds.
It is the focal point for the northeast section of the Grounds, being the first
university building that 1s seen coming west on University Avenue, The building
forms, with its surrounding trees, a pleasant boundary to this thoroughfare. The
selection of the site for Brooks Hall indicates that the north approach to the
Rotunda and Lawn was becoming the dominant entrance to the University in the late
nineteenth century. Although there i# considerable interest in its preservatiom,
the building is slated for demolitiom by 1980,
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