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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

~ i d w a ~  (Preferred) 
--- - 

A'*O/OR COMMON 
~ i v e r ' d a l e  

BLOCATION 1.2 m i l e s  SF. o f  M i l l i ng ton ;  W s ide o f  S t a t e  Route 678; 

STREET& NUMBER , 
.4 m i l e  NNE o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  Routes 678 and 614; .4 m i l e  
S o f  Moormans R ive r .  

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
UlY.  TOWN 3 I I CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

M i l l i n g t o n  I 2 VICINITY OF Seventh (J. . ~ e n n e t h  Robinson) 
S A T E  I COOE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  51 1 Albemarle 003 

 CLASSIFICATION 
. , 

. CATEGORY OWNERSHIP .. . STATUS PRESENT USE 
, , 

%-DISTRICT ' ~ U B L I C  EOCCUPIEO . . p  ., 
-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

XBUILOING~SI EPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-STRUCNRE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIOENQ 

AITE , PUBLICACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE JNTERTAINMENT --RELIGIOUS . . .  . . 
-0WECT JNPROCESS ' ZYES: RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED -INOUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-NO --MILITARY -OTHER: 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Mrs. I. A. Palmer 

STREET& NUMBER 
R ive rda le  Farms, RFD 2, Box 420-A 

-- - - - -- --- - -A< . 
CITY TOWN 

C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  - VICINITY OF 
V i r g i n i a  2wo'f 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF OEEDSRC. A l b e m a r l e  County Courthouse 

STREET& NUMBER 

- 
CITY.TOWN 

C h a r l o t  t e s v i l l e  v i rg in la  2 % 3  - 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2) (see cont inuat ion Sheet 81) 

~ L E  
(1) H i s t o r i c  Amer i can  Bui ld ings Survey Inventory 

- 
DATE 

-- 

October 1967, Novenber 1967 ~ E D E R A L  A T A T E  -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS L ib rary  o f  Congress 

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Washington D.C. 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

ZEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED WNALTERED XOR~GINALSITE 
-GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED OAT- 

-FAIR A N E X P O S E D  
---- 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mrdray i s  scen ica l ly  s i t ua t ed  on a la rge  t r a c t  of l and  i n  Albemarle County. Its 
picturesque loassing, formal gardens, and well-planted grounds con t r ibu te  much t o  t h e  
beauty of the Albemarle landscape. The present br ick residence is the  r e s u l t  of t h r e e  
building campaigns. Tne e a s t  win: was b u i l t  during the second decade of the  1 9 t h  
century. A second s t r u c t u r e  t o  the west was completed by 1820. The t w ~  s t r u c t u r e s  were 
connected during a l a t e r  date  i n  the 19th century. A r e a r  (north) k i t chen  wing was 
added c i r ca  1930. - 

The f ron t  (south) ele-qatlon of the ear ly  house is l a i d  i n  F l e s i s h  bond. The £oar- 
bay facade is she l te red  by a somewhat crudely executed twa-story porch. The f i r s t  s t o r y  
cons is t s  of f i v e  m r i c  columns which support a second-story ga l l e ry ,  and the whole is 
covered by a shed roof. The portico s h e l t e r s  a multi-paned transom e n t r y  which r e t a i n s  
its o r ig ina l  raised-panel door. Fenestration consis ts  of 9/9 hung-sash on the f r r s t  
s t o ry  and 616 hung-sash on the  second s tory .  A l l  t he  whdow3 a r e  framed by slmpiy 
executed mod  arch i t rave  surrounds. Wooden louvered shu t t e r s  a r e  found on the p r inc ipa l  
windows of the north and south e levat ioas .  

Tile ea s t  e leva t ion  is l a i d  i n  four-course American bond. The wa l l  is unpierced 
with the exception o r  two small ,  wooden louvered wLndsls a t  the a t t i c  l eve l .  Both t h e  
e a s t  and west e levat ions  contain  stepped parapets. 

The north e leva t ioa  of f o x  bays features  919 htlng-sash 03 t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and 6/b 
hung-sash on the second s to ry .  Basement window3 a r e  coJerea by metal g r i l l s .  A f i n e l y  
executed brick cornice runs the length of the eaves c w ~ r s e  of t h e  r e a r  e leva t ioa .  

A twa-story hyphen connects the west ahditron t o  the main house. Or ig ina l ly ,  
the  second s t o r y  of the  hyphen was an exposed ga l l e ry  s imrlar  'to t h a t  found on the 
o ldes t  sec t ion .  Before the addi t ion of the hyphen, the twa-StOry west wlng was f o . ~ r  
bays by two bays; the mainentrance was located i n  tho southxestern bay. The wing is 
l a i d  i n  five-course Averican bond, a-1d the fenes t ra t ion  co2s i s t s  of 919hung-sash w r t h  
srmple wooden a rch i t rave  t r i m .  A kitchen wing is attached t o  t he  r e a r  of the  1819 win:. 
B : l i L t  i n  1930, the krtchen wing replaces an e a r l i e r  one-story br ick  e l l  which may have 
dated t o  1765. 

The i n t e r i o r  of Midway is i n  a f i n e  s t a t e  of preservation. The h a l l  contains an  
enclosed corner s t a i r  which ascends t o  the second f l o ~ r .  Tnz s t a i r  has sirn?ly executes 
balusters  and newel post and spaced winders. Of par t icu la r  i n t e r s s t  throughout t he  
i n t e r l o r  a r e  the  mantels a2d vlmscotrng.  The mantels i n  the  h a l l  aad l i b r a r y  a r e  
srmply executed Federal mantels, drstmgulshed by a torus-molded surround whlch SLtggeStS 
inspiration f r m  a Georgian prototype. Handso~ely t inished wainscot w i th  a roulded cha i r  
r a r l  runs the perimeter of both rooms. The second-floor mantels a r e  s imi l a r  i n  
execution t o  the f i r s t .  Bblded cha i r  r a i l s  a r e  found I n  t he  uppar chanbers. 

The 1819 wing exhib i t s  f i n e  provincial  woodxark i n  the Federal  s t y l e .  Raised 
panels grace the s a n t e l s  on the f i r s t  f l o o r ,  complemented by paneled wainscoting. The 
second-floor rams a r e  l e s s  e laborate  bitt r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  Federal  mantels: 
Cornices i n  both wings appear t o  be modern. 

T5e grounds of Midxay were landscaped by Charles G i l l e t t e  and include a formal 
garden t o  the west of the  house. Two outbuildings sxrqive i n c l u d ~ n g  a brick k i t chen  
and wood-frase barn. 

(see Continllation Sheet 81) 
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STATEMENT OFSIGNIFICANCE 

Midway is a rambling Albemarle County farmhouse exhibi t ing many f e a t u r e s  
cha rac t e r i s t i c  of the  region 's  ea r ly  19th-century vernacular a r ch i t ec tu re .  ' k n i n a t e d  
by a long, two-story ga l le ry ,  the  picturesque s t ruc tu re  is nest led i n  the r o l l i n g  h i l l s  
of the western par t  o f ,  the. coanty, w i t h  the  Blue Ridge ~ o u n t a i &  fonnimg a scen ic  back- 
drop. . .The scene f o r m  a c l a s s i c '  picture '  of the pastoral  beauty for  which Albemarle Codnty 
is fanous. Formerly par t  of ftl .large Colonial grant ,  the.  property was l o n g  the s e a t  of 

L . - . . 
.-the Rodeses , ,one of .  the  county's . . proninent landed .. , famil ies .  . . , . :  . . . .  : . , 

John Rodes i m i g r a t e d  t o  Albesarle County i n  1749 a f t e r  receiving a land g ran t  f r m  
George 11. The Rodes family occupied the property throughout t he  18th and 19th cen tur ies .  
Although i t  cannot be documented, i t  seem3 l i k e l y  t ha t  the  e a s t  wing of t he  present 
residence was b u i l t  by John Rades 111 during thz second decade of the  1 9 t h  century. Tax 
records indicate  t ha t  t he  wing t o  the west was b ~ i l t  i n  1820, t o r  i n  t h a t  year $1250 of 
value was added, bringing the  t o t a l  value of the  buildings t o  $4500. W e  present ki tchen 
wing was added around 1930, repla-L% an ea r ly  brlck e l l  wh~ch may have been the o r i g i n a l  
18th-century portion o t  the  house. - 

In te res t ing  a rch i t ec tu ra l  features  of the house include the f i n e l y  executed 
Flemish-bond brickwark on the facade of the eas t  wing. Albemarle County i s  noted f o r  
the beaut i ful  brickwork of i ts  Federal-period houses, and tha t  03 Xidway i s  anong t h e  
best .  The de l i ca t e ly  tooled jo in t s  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  white penc i l ing ,  and the  
bricks theinselves s t i l l  a r e  covered w r t h  an old red wash. Other f e a t u r e s  typ ica l  of 
the region's  vernacular a r e  the mousetooth cornice aad the stepped parapzts  with t h e i r  
corbeled shoulders. The i n t e r i o r  of the  eastwing is arranged i n  a ha l l -par lor  plan,  a 
holdo7~er f ron Virginia 's  Colonial vernacular houses. Both the e a s t  and west wings have 
paneled wainscoting. 

Midway durinz the 19th century was a la rge  and prosperous p l an t a t ion  which r a i s e d  
hemp, f l ax ,  and tobacco. It a l so  maintained a ropewalk aild a aill. Although the property 
has l o s t  a considerable anount of i t s  o r ig ina l  715 acres ,  the  remaining lands provide 
an appropriately r u r a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  the house. Complenenting the  s e t t i n g  is an a t t r a c t i v e  
formal garden l a i d  out i n  1936 t o  the design of the noted landscape a r c h i t e c t  Charles 
G i l l e t t e .  

RCC ,CCL ,MTP 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA . . 
ACREAGEOF NOMINATED PROPERTY 75 aC~eS 
W A D R A N G L E N ~ ~ E  Char lo t tesv i l le  West, Va. QUAORANOLE SCALE 24000 
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VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRIPTION Beginning a t  a point on S bank of Moormans River ,  approximately 

4700' SE of S t a t e  Route 671 bridge over s a i d  r i v e r  and about 4250' N of i n t e r sec t ion  of routes 
678 and 614; thence extending about 1750' SE along '/ravine and following t r e e  l i n e  t o  N s i d e  
of route 678: thence extending 300' SW. crossing pr ivate  dr ive and (see Continuation Sheet 
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 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAMElTlTLE 

Virginia  His tor ic  Landnarks Comission S ta f f  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Virginia  His tor ic  Landnarks Com~niss ion August 1978 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r ee t  8fX-786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

R ichn~nd Virg in ia  23219 -- 
~ S T A T E  HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION I - 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERP(W1THIN THE STATE 1s: 
X 

NATIONAL- STATE- LOCAL - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986 (Public Law 89-665). 1 

National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
rk Service. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HSTORIC PLACES , 
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INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

. . 
MIDWAY, Albemarle County, V i r g i n i a  

CONTI NUATION SHEET #I ITEM N U M B E R  6 ,  7,lOPAGE 1 

6.  REPRESENTATION - I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1967, 1975, 1978 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The nominated acreage  (75 a c r e s )  is a smal l  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
Rodes acreage of over  700 ac res .  The land extends from t h e  road  t o  t h e  
Moormans River .  Recently cons t ruc ted  farm bu i ld ings  a r e  inc luded  on t h e  
nominated property.  The southern  boundary fol lows t h e  d r i v e  t o  t h e  main 
house, which runs from r o u t e  614 nor theas t  towards r o u t e  678, from which 
t h e  e a s t e r n  boundary extends northwest along a r a v i n e  t o t h e  r i v e r .  The w e s t e r n  
boundary runs from the  road t o  a  r i d g e  near  t h e  r i v e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
boundary is def ined  by the  n a t u r a l  contour o f  t h e  r i d g e  and i n c l u d e s  t h e  r i v e r .  
The above boundary connotes t h e  physical  and i d e a l  impress ion  o f  an  e a r l y  
19th-century  farm. 

RCC 

10.  VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

cont inuing on N s i d e  of s a i d  d r i v e  f o r  about 200', t h e n  c u r v i n g  SE a long  
W s i d e  of d r i v e  f o r  about  500 ' ,  then  curving  SN along N s i d e  o f  d r i v e  f o r  
approximately 1400';  thence extending 3000' due X t o  a r i d g e  ove r look ing  
the  r i v e r ;  thence fol lowing the  r idge  contours  about  700' E t o  S bank o f  
r i v e r ;  thence fol lowing SW along s a i d  bank f o r  about 200' t o  p o i n t  o f  
o r i g i n .  




