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DESCRlkiE THE PRESENT ANDGIIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHISICAL APPEAIOZNCE 

Located a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Court and County s t r e e t s ,  t h e  Py th ian  C a s t l e  
i s  a prominent example of Romanesque Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Portsmouth. The 
three-s tory ,  seven-bay bui ld ing  is of b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion  with rough and smooth 
a s h l a r  dress ings .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  of Pythinn Cas t l e  is reserved f o r  commercial 
use.  Both t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  conta in  l a r g e  meeting h a l l s .  

Entrance t o  t h e  south bay s t o r e  is v i a  a  door placed on a d iagona l  t o  t h e  
s t r e r l t .  Two Romanesque Revival., smooth-faced a s h l a r  arcl~ruays, each of which 1.ies 
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i n g  s t r e e t s ,  frairic t h e  corner  ent rance .  A s i m i l a r  a r c h  
containing a decorative? rrrought-iron g a t e  and trrinsoln screen  frainrs  t h e  s t a i r  
en t rancc  t o  t h e  nor th .  . . . . ... - , . !  . .  

, ' ,:. , . 
The cen te r  c o m ~ e r c i a l  f r o n t  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  form a i d  i s  composed of a  

recessed double door f lanked by l a r g e  p la t e -g la s s  d i s p l a y  windows set i n t o  m e t a l  
frames. Large one-.light transoms top  each window and t h e  pa i r ed  doors .  

The second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s  continue t h e  three- [ar t  facade  d i v i s i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  
on t h e  ground l e v e l .  End bay u n i t s  a r e  s e t  of f  by a t t e n u a t e d  rough-faced, coursed  
a s h l a r  p i e r s .  These p i e r s  extend from t h e  f i r s t -  t o  t h e  t h i r d - s t o r y  Irel t  cour ses .  
A gable  parapet  f lanked by b r i c k  minaret  p ro jec t ions  breaks above t h e  roof l i n e ,  
crowning each end bay. The five-bay cen te r  s e c t i o n  of Pythian C a s t l e  is visual1.y 
termi:!ated by a ser ie : ;  of low, rough-faced a s h l a r ,  b l ind  round a r c h e s  wi th  s u n b u r s t  
s tone  i n s e t s .  

Windows on t h e  second and t h i r d '  f l o o r s  a r e  414 doub1.e-hung s a s h  and a r e  
a t t enua ted  i n  form. Second-story windows e x h i b i t  decora t ive  round b r i c k  heads 
with rough a s h l a r  sp r inge r s .  t fhird-f loor  windows a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  s c a l e  k ~ t  have 
f l a t  heads. I n  t h e  end bays beneath t h e  second-story b e l t  course ,  s t o n e  meda l l ions  
conta in  t h e  emblem of t h e  Fa?.ghts of Pyth ias .  Appearing i n . r a i s e d  s t o n e  let ters  
a t  t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  cen te r  a r e  t h e  words "FYTHIAN CASTLE." A low c a s t -  and ~urought-  
i r o n  balcony s t r e t c h e s  ac ross  t h e  cen te r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  hui1.ding above t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r .  

Pythian C a s t l e  nleasures f o r t y - f i v e  f e e t  a c r o s s  t h e  e a s t  (main) f acade  and 
is sixty-one f e e t  i n  depth. The bui ld ing  has  b r i c k  bearing w a l l s  with s t e e l  and 
wood f l o o r  framings and is  covered by a f l a t  metal   roof with a  s l l . g h t l y  r a i s e d  
parapet  and f i n i a l  decara t ion .  

The i n t e r i o r  of the  bu i ld ing  fol lows a s ide -ha l l  p lan .  Large meeting rooms 
(31'x 58 ' )  a r e  s i t u a t e d  of f  t h e  n o r t h  bay s t a i r s  on both t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s .  

Decorat ive elements wi th in  t h e  buil.ding a r e  of b u i l d e r  ca ta logue  d e r i v a t i o n .  
Simple beaded wainscoting and c h a i r  r a i l s  l i n e  most i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  and t h e  
s t a i r s .  Turned s t a i r  b a l u s t e r s  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  from cata logue  s tock .  Pressed m e t a l  
c e i l i n g s  provide t h e  r i c h e s t  i n t e r i o r  decora t ion .  Metal ceiling:; a r e  found tlirough- 
out  t h e  e n t i r e  bui ld ing  with t h e  exception of t h e  cen te r  coiirmei.ci.;tl uni.t on t h e  

(See Con? i.nuation 9 e e t  # I )  
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. D&siE;&ed.hy t h e  l o c a l  Portsmouth arc1ritec.t ahd b u i l d e r  ~ d w a r d ,  Overman, 
Pythian Cas t l e  was b u i l t  between 1897 and 1898. The t l l r e e L s t o r y ; ' b r i c k  and 
s t o n e  bu i ld ing  s t a n d s  a s  one of t h e  b e s t  su rv iv ing  examples of  Iiomanesque 
Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Portsmouth. The corners tone  was l a i d  on June  16 ,  3.897, 
culminst ing a  lengthy  parade and c e l e b r a t i o n  lield i n  honor of  t h e  e  e n t .  'I Dedication cere-n~onies w e r e  he ld  t e n  months l a t e r  on A p r i l  15 ,  1898. Typ ica l  of 
l a t e  19th-century f r a t e r n n l  l o ~ l g e s ,  t h e  Castle ' : :  e x o t i c  and imposing c h ~ r a c t e r  
symbolized t h e  s e c r e t  o rgan iza t ion  and s o c i a l  proniinence of  t h e  Knights  i n  t h e  
.conlnunity. 

The Knights of P y t h i a s  was founded i n  Washington, D.  C., on February 19 ,  
1864, by t h e  h r i o n  Glee Club, a  l o c a l  n ~ t n ' s  group. O r i g i n a l l y  in tended t o  he  a  
s o c i c t y  of governmeilt c l e r k s ,  t h e  K~l igh t s  of Py th ia s  soon evolved i n t o  a  complex 
s e c r e t  f r a t e r n a l  o rde r .  According t o  e a r l y  ch ron ic l e s ,  i t  was t o  he  a  " soc ie ty  
Cwhosc] bus iness  and ope ra t ions  [xiere t o  be1 of a  secret c h a r a c t e x  having f o r  
i ts  u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e s  Fr iendship ,  Benevolence, and char i ty ." '  Blending Greek 
mythology, C h r i s t i a n  philosophy, elements from t h e  Middle Ages, and supe r -pa t r io t i sm,  
t h e  o rde r  gained wide appeal  du r i& t h e  I ~ o ' s t - ~ i v i ! l  War pe r iod .  h'it'nin f i v e  y e a r s  
of i ts  founding, branches of t h e  lodge had been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  f i f t e e n  s t a t e s  span- 
n ing  t h e  Unlon and t h e  o l d  Confederacy. By t h e i r  1.873 annual. ~ c e f t l n g  he ld  j.n 
Richxond,, V i rg in i a ,  Pyth ians  had estahl . ished lodges i n  twenty-eiglrt  states. 3 

Perhaps due t o  t h e i r  c l o s e  a l l i a n c e  wi th  government, t h e  vnei i~bershi~~ of t h e  

I Knights of Py th ia s  nlodelcd t h e i r  organiza t ion  a E t e r  t h a t  of t h e  Fccler:~l government. 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  execut ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  and l e & i s l a t i v e  branches ,  a  m i l . i t ; ~ r y  branch 
c a l l e d  t h e  "Uniforrri Guard" 57as establisliecl t o  promote m i l i t a r y  s p i r i t .  Dues xiere 
c a l l e d  "taxes,"  and a  "cons t i tu t ion"  governed t h e  o rde r .  

Membership i n  t h e  Knights of P y t h i a s  was l i m i t t d  t o  l i t e r a r e  wh i t e  males of 
good moral c h a r a c t e r ,  aged twenty-one t o  f i E t y .  Gaml>lers, ha rkecpc r s ,  and r e t a i l e r s  
of s p i r i t s  were ba r red  from rneml~ershi~.4 A s  a  s e c r e t  o r d e r ,  r i t u a l s ,  s e n ~ i a r ~ n u a l  
passwords, and t h e  s i g n i f i c i ~ n c e  o r  va r ious  syml,ols, hanners ,  and uniform d e c o r a t i o n s  
were known only t o  members. . . . .  

! !, . .~ . . 

I The f i r s t  Portsmouth chapter  of t h e  Knights of P y t h i a s  \.7as founded i n  A p r i l  1871. 
Cal led t h e  A t l a n t i c  Lodge, i t  was founded by e ighteen  Pyth inns  a l r e a d y  be longing  t o  
o t h e r  V i rg in i a  lodges .  Thei r  c h a r t e r  was g::;~nted on Nay 5, 1871, by t h e  Grand Lodge 

I 
of Virg in ia .  P r i o r  t o  e r e c t i n g  t h e i r  h a l l  on Court S t r e c t ,  t h e  I'ythiclns used t h e  
h a l l  of t h e  Arcade Building ( s o u t l ~ e a s t  corner  High and Crawford s t r e e t s ) ,  Ashton 's  

! s t o r e  (on High S t r e e t ) ,  and, from l a t e  1870s t o  1897, t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  of t h e  
I Portsmoilth Insurance  Company Rui.lding. 5 

(See Corltinuation Sheet # l )  
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A C R ~ A G E  OF NOMINATED PROPZRTY .... 

UTM R E F E R E N C E S  Quadrangle name: N o r f o l k  South ,  Va. 
Quadrangle s c a l e :  1:24000 
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VE~XL BOUNDARY UESCRIPl'ION Comprising a c i t y  l o t  a t  t h e  N\4 corner  of Court  and County 
s t r e e t s ,  measuring 56.5' x 901, t h e  former being t h e  f r o n t a g e  on Court  S t r e e t .  The 
bu i ld ing  i t s e l f  roug11l.y measures 56.5' x 60 ' .  The nominated p r o p e r t y  occup ies  
610-612 Court S t r e e t  and i s  recorded i n  Portsmouth C i t y  Deed Book 52,  p .  116. 
(S,ee curvey map). . :  , , . , ... . . .  . . . ,  
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As the designated State Hizt.,ric Preservatior~ Ufficer for the Niltianal Historic F'reservalion Act ot 1955 (Public Laiv 89  665). I 
hereby nominate this property for ipclusion in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated accordiriil to  t he  
criteria azy ures set fort , ihf- National Park Service. 
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Pythian C a s t l e ,  Portsmouth, Va. I 
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7.  - DESC1:IPTION -- I. 
f i r s t  f l o o r  and minor secondary rooms. The c e i l i n g  of t h e  c e n t e r  commercial f 

space  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  d i s p l a y s  beaded s i d i n g  l a i d  i n  a  d i agona l  p a t t e r n .  i 
A l l  door surrounds a r e  of beaded woodwork wi th  round-stalnped c o r n e r  b locks .  ! 

i 

A one-story b r i c k  ancl rough-faced, coursed ashl.ar a d d i t i o n  i s  found t o  
t h e  no r th  of Pyth ian  C a s t l e  (610 Court S t r e e t ) .  Added ca. 1908, t h e  ex tens ion  

t 
f 

is a l s o  Romanesque Revival  i n  s t y l e .  The sn1a1.l buil .ding i s  f r o n t e d  by a  ! 
i 

coursed a s h l a r  facade  wi th  round-arch openings forming a sma l l  e n t r a n c e  porch.  
Voussoirs and t h e  c e n t r a l  column a r e  al.1 of smooth-faced a s h l a r .  A d e n t i l ~  
f r i e z e  and ba t t lement  parapet  t op  t h e  a d d i t i o n .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  adclit ion fol lows ;I shotgun p lan .  Each of t h e  two 
main rooms is  s i m i l a r  i n  s i z e  and possesses  corner  c o a l  f i r e p l a c e s  w i t h  
ca ta logue  mantels .  The overmantel from t h e  f r o n t  ( e a s t )  room h a s  been rcmoved. 
The beaded c h a i r  r a i l s  and door surrounds i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  remain i n t a c t .  

I 
i' 
I 

Both t h e  Pyth ian  C a s t l e  and t h e  one-story a d d i t i o n  a r e  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  
and d i s p l a y  only  minor i n t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  i 

BNZ 

BOUNDARY JIISTIFICATTON - -. - -- - 

The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  56.5' x 90' c i t y  l o t  on which 
t h e  bu i ld ing  is  s i t u a t e d .  I 
8. SIGNIFICANCE I 

Representa t ives  from many of V i r g i n i a ' s  f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i r a t j o n s  a r r i v e d  i n  
Portsmouth t o  wi tness  t h e  1~ayi.ng of t h e  corners tone  and tl ie d e d i c a t i o n  of t h e  
p resen t  bu i ld ing  5.n 1897. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  more than  two thousand of  t h e  
gene ra l  pub l i c  i n  a t tendance ,  o t h e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  cc i lchra t ion  
incl.udcd r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  froin t h e  Plasonic Lodge, grand lodge o f f i c i a l . ; ,  t h e  Pyth ian  
l l n l~ l  A s s ~ ~ c i a t i o r ~  Choir ,  orphans from t h e  Masonic IIome, o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  Portsmouth 
Navy Yard, c o u r t  judges,  and m i n i s t e r s  of a l l  t h e  c i t y  churches.  6 

I n  1979 t h e  Knights of Py th ia s  so ld  t h e  Pyth ian  C a s t l e  foll.owing over  
e igh ty  yea r s  of continuous use  a s  a  f r a t e r n a l  h a l l .  The b u i l d i n g  remains i n  
good condi t ion  wi.th no major e x t e r i o r  o r  i n t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  Current  p l a n s  I 
a r e  t o  conver t  t h e  hu i ld ing  t o  a r c s t a u r n n t .  I 

( s e e  Continuat ion Sheet # 2 )  
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Portsmouth Star, June 15-17, 1897; A p r i l  15 ,  1898. 

'.James R .  Carnahan, a t h i a n  K n i G h o o d  -2.- Its 1____-. H i s t o r x a n d  1 , i t e r a t u r r  
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Cons t i tu t  - i oil (enacted Septfinber 1, 1894; Nashvi l lc ,  1903) . I 
5 ~ e d g c r - ~ t a r  (Norfolk),  May 12,  1971. I 
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