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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

Cradock 1s a geographically well-defined planned community located in
the southern end of the city of Portsmouth, Busy highways bound it on the
south, east and west, while its northern boundary is marked by Paradise
Creek, It is mainly a working-class neighborhood consisting of some ninety
residential blocks with a small commercial area in the center., The main
street pattern is in the general form of an anchor with the main thorough-
fare, Afton Parkway forming the shank, The parkway, a divided street with
landscaped median, bisects the town, but is interrupted in the center by
Afton Park, the town square. Located on the square is a fanciful bandstand,
the town's focal point and symbol. Also on the square is the library and
firehouse building. Around the square's eastern end is the small commercial
area. At the western end of afton Park is the major lateral thorcughfare,
Prospect Parkway, also a divided street with landscaped median, The vista
at the northern end of Prospect Parkway is terminated by the junior high
school, while the southern vista is closed by the elementary school. In
contrast to the wider thoroughfares most of the resildential streets are
narrow and gently curved to provide a quiet domestic atmosphere. This
atmosphere is enhanced by the mature trees that line nearly every street,

Cradock's housing generally comsists of single-family dwellings on
fifty foot lots. The houses are simple and small, but are commodious. The
architects kept the residential area from being monotonous by providing
several styles of houses including modified English Cottage, Bungaloid,
Dutch Colonial and Colonial Revival. Of the 1235 houses originally planned
for the community 759 were completed. WNearly all are of frame comstruction,

The commercial strips that have grown up around Cradock have tended
to draw business away from the original shopping area. As a result the
commercial buildings present a somewhat deteriorated face. Efforts are
underway, however, to return vitality to the commercial area., The rest of
the community is relatively well maintained. A strong community pride
persists, and neighborhood associations have contributed to keeping up the

visual quality of the area,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGE

Cradaock is a well preserved example of one of the nation's first
Government-built community projects. Conceived as a model community, it
incorporated many of the most advanced planning techniques of its day.  The
town came into existence as a result of the rapid influx of workers at the
Norfolk Naval Shipyard during torld War I, An Act of ©ongress of 19138
allowed the Federal Government to build housing projects related to the
wartime effort. Accordingly, the United States Housing Corporation began
planning Cradock since the adjacent town of Portsmouth was pot equipped to
handle sudden increases in populatiomn, Similar activity took place across
the James River near Newport News with the constructiom of Hilton Village.

The community was laid out according to the design of the
dl tinguished New York architectural firm of George B. Fost and Sons, who
also. designed many of the buildings. Assistance in the design was provided
by the United States Housing Corporation, The engineering firms for the
project were Hill and Ferguson, and G. C. and A. E. Wheeler. The site
chosen for the community was a 3L0 acre farm about three miles south of
Portsmouth on Paradise Creek. It was conmected to Portsmouth by a streetcar
line leading directly to the Shipyard. This line, in tuxn, was attached to
the existing system covering all of Portsmouth and its major suburbs, making
Cradock part of an early mass-transit system.

Cradock was named in honoxr of British Rear Admiral Sir Christopher
G. F. W, Cradock whose fleet was sunk by the German Navwy in 1914, The stree
layout was designed in the form of an anchor with Aftom Parkway, one of the
major thoroughfares, being the anchor's shank. The streets intersecting
Afton were alphabetically arranged and were named for maval heros such as
Decatur and Farragut., In the center, at the intersection of Afton and
Prospect Parkways, was Afton Park, which, with its bandstand, served as a
community gathering point. Most of the features of present-day planned
communities including schools, recreational areas, churches, a commercial
area, and public transportation system were provided for Cradock. All of
the facilities were planned to be within walking distance of one another.
The town was a pioneer in use of concealed utility lines. The lines eithex
were placed under median strips or behind houses to make them inconspicuous.
The town had iits own Government-built schoolhouse, firehouse, sewerage and
vater system, and electric street lighting system.  Aften Parkway, the major
traffic boulevard, also carried the streetcar line. Prospect Parkway was
built as a residential and promenade street. Gillis Road was a long diagona
street stretching from the far end of the community teo Paradise Creek where
a bridge was planned to connect Cradock directly to the Shipyard and downtow;

=

Portsmouth. The bridge was never built as the Govermment dropped its
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sponsorship of the Cradock project following the Armistice,

Cradock unsuccessfully attempted self-government after the War,
and in 1922 its administration was taken over by Norfolk County. Today it is
part of the city of Portsmouth, but a strong community pride has emnabled
Cradock to maintain a separate identity. Although the streetcar system no
longer exists, the community has changed little in character and appearance
since 1918, which is a testament to the quality of its design. Following
a period of decline in recent years, it currently is experiencing a return to
its original status as a desirable place to live.
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[9. "MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES .

Unpublished scrapbook prepared by Portsmouth Office of Planning
in archives of Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission.
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