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Cradock i s  a geographically well-defined planned community located i 
the  southern end of the c i t y  of Portsmouth. Busy highways bound i t  on the  
south, e a s t  and west, while i t s  northern boundary i s  marked by Paradise 
Creek. It i s  mainly a working-class neighborhood consist ing of some ninety 
r e s iden t i a l  blocks with a small commercial area i n  the center .  The main 
s t r e e t  pat tern  i s  i n  the general form of an anchor with the  main thorough- 
f a r e ,  Afton Parkway forming the  shank. The parkway, a divided s t r e e t  with 
landscaped median, b i sec t s  the  town, but i s  interrupted i n  the  center  by 
Afton Park, the town square. Located on the  square i s  a fanc i fu l  bandstand 
the  town's focal  point and symbol. Also on the  square i s  the  l i b r a r y  and 
firehouse building. Around the  square's eastern end i s  the  small comercia  
area. A t  the  western end of afton Park i s  the  major l a t e r a l  thoroughfare, 
Prospect Parkway, a lso  a divided s t r e e t  with landscaped median. The v i s t a  
a t  the  northern end of Prospect Parkway i s  terminated by the junior high 
school, while the  southern v i s t a  i s  closed by the  elementary school. In  
contras t  t o  the  wider thoroughfares most of the  r e s iden t i a l  s t r e e t s  a re  
narrow and gently curved to  provide a quiet  domestic atmosphere. This 
atmosphere i s  enhanced by the  mature t rees  t h a t  l i ne  nearly every s t r e e t .  

Cradock's housing generally consis ts  of single-family dwellings on 
f i f t y  foot  l o t s .  The houses are simple and small, but a r e  comodious. The 
a rch i tec t s  kept the  res iden t ia l  area from being monotonous by providing 
several  s t y l e s  of houses including modified English Cottage, Bungaloid, 
Ikttch Colonial and Colonial Revival. O f  the  1235 houses or ig ina l ly  planned 
f o r  the  community 759 were completed. Nearly a l l  are of frame construction 

The comerc i a l  s t r i p s  t ha t  have grown up around Cradock have tended 
t o  draw business away from the or ig ina l  shopping area. A s  a  r e s u l t  the  
comerc i a l  buildings present a somewhat deteriorated face. Ef for t s  are 
underway, however, to re turn  v i t a l i t y  t o  the commercial area. The r e s t  of 
the community is r e l a t i ve ly  well maintained. A strong community pride 
p e r s i s t s ,  and neighborhood associations have contributed t o  keeping up the  
v i sua l  qua l i t y  of the area. 
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Cradock is a wel l  preserved example of one oZ t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  
Government-built c m u n i t y  p ro jec t s .  Conceived a s  a model community, it 
incorpora.ted many of t h e  most advanced planning techniques of i t s  day. The 
town came i n t o  exis tence  a s  a r e s u l t  of the  r ap id  i n f l u x  of workers a t  t h e  
Norfolk Naval Shipyard during G,'orld War I. An A c t  of Congress of 1.918 
allowed t h e  Federa l  Goveriment t o  bui ld  housing p r o j e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  the  
wartime e f f o r t .  Accordingly, t he  United S t a t e s  Housi.ng Corporation began 
pl.anning Cradock s i n c e  t h e  adjacent  toxm of Portsmouth was not  equipped t o  
handle sudden increases  i n  popul.ation, S imi lar  a c t i v i t y  took p lace  across 
t h e  James River  near  Newport Elews with t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of Hi i ton  Vi l lage .  

Xhe conmunity was l a i d  out  according t o  t h e  des ign  of t h e  
d i s t ingu i shed  Key York a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rm of George B. Pos t  and Sons, who 
a l s o  des i ined  many of t h e  bui ld ings .  Assistance i n  t h e  des ign  was provicted 
b.y t he  United S t a t e s  IIousing Corporation. The engineer ing  f i rms f o r  t h e  
p r o j e c t  were H i l l  and Feteuson, and G, C. and A. E. Wheeler. l'he s i t e  
chosen f o r  the  community was a 310 a c r e  farm about t h r e e  mi les  south  of 
Portsmouth on Paradise Creek. It: was connected t o  Portsmouth by a s t r e e t c a r  
l i n e  leading d i r e c t l y  t o  .the Shipyard. This l i n e ,  i n  t u r n ,  was a t tached t o  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  system covering a l l  of Portsmouth and its major suburbs, making 
Cradoclc p a r t  o f  an e a r l y  mass - t r ans i t  system. 

Cradock was naned i n  honor of B r i t i s h  Rear Admiral S i r  Chris topher,  
G. I.'. TJ. Cradock whose f l e e t  r,ras sunk by t h e  German Navy i n  1914. The s t r e e  
l ayou t  was desi.gned i n  the  form of an an,chor wi th  Afton Parlcway, one of t h e  
major thoroughfares,  being t h e  anchor's shank. The streets i n t e r s e c t i n g  
Afton were a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  arranged and were named f o r  nava l  heros such a s  
Oecatur and Farragut .  I n  the  c e r t c r ,  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Afton and 
Prospect  Parkways, was Afton Park, which, wi th  its bandstand, served as  a 
cormnunity ga ther ing  poin t .  Most of t h e  f e a t u r e s  of present -day planned 
communities inc luding schools ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a reas ,  churches,  a c o m e r c i a l  
a r e a ,  and pub l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system were provided f o r  Cradock. A l l  of 
t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  were planned t o  be wi th in  walking distamce of one another .  
The town was a pioneer i n  use  of concealed u t i l i t y  l i n e u .  The Lines e i t h e r  
were placed under median s t r i p s  o r  behind houses t o  make them inconspicuous. 
The town had i t s  own Government-built schoolhouse, f i r ehouse ,  sewerage and 
water  system, and e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  l i g h t i n g  system. Afton Parkway,, t h e  major 
t r a f f i c  boulevard, a l s o  c a r r i e d  t h e  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e .  Prospect  Parlcway was 
b u i l t  as  a r e s i d e n t i a l  and promenade s t r e e t .  G i l l i s  Road was a long diagona 
s t r e e t  s t r e t c h i n g  from t h e  t a r  end of the  conmunity to  I'aradise Creek where 
a br idge  was d a n n e d  t o  connect Cradock d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Shipyard and downto " 

i:ftsmouth. h e  br idge  w r s  never b u i l t  a s  t h e  Government dropped i t s  -- - I 
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sponsorship of  the Cradock p ro jec t  following t h e  Armistice. 
Cradock unsuccessfu l ly  attempted self-government a f t e r  t h e  War, 

and i n  1922 i t s  adminis t ra t ion  was taken over  by Norfolk County. Today it i s  
p a r t  of  t h e  c i t y  of Portsmouth, but  a s t rong community p r i d e  has  enabled 
Cradock t o  main ta in  a sepa ra t e  i d e n t i t y .  Although t h e  s t r e e t c a r  system no 
longer  e x i s t s ,  the  community has changed l i t t l e  i n  c h a r a c t e r  and appearance 
s i n c e  1918, which is  a testament t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  of i t s  design.  Following 
a period of  dec l ine  i n  r ecen t  yea r s ,  i t  c u r r e n t l y  i s  experiencing a r e t u r n  t o  
i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t a t u s  as  a d e s i r a b l e  p lace  t o  l i v e .  

Portsmouth ( c i t y )  
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E N T R Y  NUMBER D A T E  

G P O  9 2 1 . 7 2 4  



. . - - - . - -- -- - - . -. -. . - . - - -. - - - .- . -- 
f ~ .  MAJCR RISLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

'-r--- 
I Unpublished scrapbook prepared by Portsmouth Office of Planning 

i n  archives of Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission. I 

1 I 
S T A T E :  

70. 
. . .  . .. . ... 

'CEOGRAPHICAL DATA . . : . .  . .  i .: . .  . . . . . . . . . . .. . :: .. . ::, ..... ~ .. 
. :.:.::. . ,,.. . . 

, . ... . : "'.. . . . ... . . .,. .. . .... :.. .. . - . -........: :.: ..::..;. ;; :.::: :. . . . . . 
L . . . .  -- 

( Virginia His tb r i e  Landmarks C O ~ U I ~ S S & ~  S ta f f  
O R C ~ N I  L A T I O N  IDATE 

L & T ( T U " E  A 4 C  L O N G I T ' I D E  C O O R D I N A T E S  

R OF L E S S  T H A N  TFN &=RE%-- 

C O R N E R  L A T l T U D E  L O N D l T U D E  L A T I T U D E  --- L O N G l T U D E  

NW 36O 4 8 ,  34- 7 6 0  
NE 36 '  48'  34" 76O 

SW 1 .- 

I I 

-4 

1 Mav. 1974 Landmarks C m i s s  ion 
S T R E E T  AbiD  NULASER 

S T A T E  C O D E  

AS the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

89-665). 1 hereby  nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

in the  National Register and certify that i t  has  been 

~ v a l u a t r d  accordine. to the  c-iteria and procedures se t  

fo r th  b y  the National Park Serv~ce .  The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:  
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Junius R.  Fishburne, Jr., Director  
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Bounded on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  by Paradise  Creek, the  southeas t  by Vic tory  B l v d . ,  and t h e  
northwest by George Washington Highway. 
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