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Located on the corner of Freemason and Duke Streets, the Whittle House
is the focal point for the only early neighborhood remaining in the city
of Norfolk., Architecturally, the two-story dwelling is a very formal:
dressed stone lintels and keystones over all the principal windows, a
stone belt course, a pedimented gable roof, and a small pedimented roof
supported on Doric columns over the porch. The steps leading up to the
porech are also dressed stone, and flare out towards the bottom. All of
the trim on the extericr, especially the cornices on the porch and around
the roof, is very intricate and of the highest quality. The brickwork
on the principal sides is finely laid, even-color Flemish bond with thin
mortar joints. The house survives almost c0mp]ete1y tnaltered on the’
exterior, but has had a two-level Italianate porch added tc the east or
garden side. Also, a brick and frame wing to contain a kitchen and
service area has been placed on the rear. :

In plan, the original portion of the house is approximately forty feet
square with three bays on each side. In the manner of sophisticated

town houses of the era, the principal drawing room was located on the
second floor, while the dining room and library were located on the first.
The plan has been somewhat altered by the removal of a first floor
partition separating the library from a rear service hall, and the
placing of a partition in the original drawing room on the second floor
Despite these changes much of the original interior trim survives. That
in the drawing room is especially notable, being very elaborately treated

. in the Adam style.
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The land an which the Whittie House stands was first owned by Thomas Mcnigh
a Scotch Tory merchant whose lands were confiscated by the Commouwealth.
In 1788, the land was deeded to George Purdie, a merchant from Nansemond
County. It is thought that Purdie built the house about 1791, but it is
not known if he ever lived there. In 1802, when the house was first put
up for sale, the advertisement appearing in the Norfolk Hegsld stated that
it was the residence of John Cowper. The house was purchased by Richard
Taylor on December 15, 1802. Upon Taylor's death, the house was inherited
by his daughter, Sarah Alexine Taylor Page, whose husband, Captain Richard
Lucien Page, was probably the best known person to live there,

Son of William Byrd Page, and Anne Lee Page, sister of "Light Horse' Harry
Lee, Richard Lucien Page was bornm at Fairfield in Clarke County. In 1824,
he entered the U.S. Navy as a midshipman, and was with Comuacdore Perry

secession from the Union, he resigned his post as a member of the Retiring
Board at Gosport Navy Yard and was apponted aidede camp to Governor Letcher.
Page organized the State Navy and superintended the erection of the fortifi-
cations at the mouth of the Nansemond River. He was the head of the
ordinance depot in Norfolk until the Confederates abandoned the city. 1In
1864, he was put in command of the outer defenses of Mobile Bay. Ile was
finally forced to surrender and was imprisoned until 1865. Following his
release, he returned to Norfolk where he spent the remainder of his life,

Shortly after the Civil War, Page's daughter, Elizabeth, married Captain
William Conway Whittle, who served as an executive officer on the Confederat
raider, Shenandoah. Their descendants occupied the house until it was
recently acquired by the Norfolk Historiec Foundation.

Architecturally, the Whittle House ranks among the finest late-eighteenth
century Federal style town houses in Virginia. It is also one of the

few surviving examples of its type left in the Tidewater section of Virginig
The quality of beth the design and workmanship gives evidence to the
prosperity and high cultural standards of Norfolk's Post-Revcluticnary era.
The house's close similarity to the well-known Moses Myers House on the same
street, would indicate that the zuthorship of the two houses is the sawme,
however, neither architect nor builder in either case is known.

when Japan was opened to trade. He served in the Mexican War, and at Virgini
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