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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEA‘RANCE

a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: As the nearest continuously held Union
stronghold to the Confederate capital, Fort Monroe played an important
role in the conduct of the war in the Fasteirm Theater and along the
Atlantic coast. Due to its roie as a staging area for Union military
and naval expeditions, the fort witnessed the epic fight between the
U.5.5., Monitor and the C.S.5. Virginia (Merrimac) on March 9, 1862.

Built between 1819 and 183k, the fort was one of the major United
States military posts from the time of its establishment. Robert L.
Lee, then a lieutenant, played a prominent part in the final stages of
its construction, 1831-34. With the abandonment of the Norfolk Naval
Base at the beginning of the war, the Union fleet was based on the
northern shore of Hampton Roads. The Confederate ironclad Virpinia,
steaming out from Norfolk on March 8, 1862, brought havoe to the Union
wooden ships, but her drawn battle with the newly arrived Monitor the
following day ended the threat. Thousands of specctators stood upon
the ramparts of Fort Monroe to wateh the momentous batile of the
ironelads on March 9. From 0ld Point Cowfort, two months later, Union

Lincoln, vieiting Fort Monroe, was a spectator at the reoccupation of
Norfolk.

During the last year of the war, Fort Monroe was a reception
point for exchanged Union prisoners, en route back to their commands
Trom the exchange point at Aiken's Landing, farther up the James River.
From May, 1865, to May, 1807, Jefferson Davis was confined in one of
the fort casemates until his release on bond.

Status: TFort Monroe, still an active army post, is headquarters
of the Continental Army Command. The original brick fort of 40 acres
is locatecd in the center of the post, which occupies about OhO acres.
The old fort is little changed from its 19th century appearance, most
of the subsequent development having taken place on other sections of
the post. Three casemates of the old fort have been converted into an
excellent museum, which has an annval visitation of about 100,000
persons. The Jefferson Davis Casemate contains the restored cell in
which Davis was confined, together with museum exhibits giving the
highlirhts of his career. The 014 Fort Monroe Casecmate contains
exhibits on the history of the fort, covering such varied topicse as
MeClellan's Peninsula Campairn; 0ld Fort Monroe; Poe as a Soldier;
Fort Monroe, 18o01-1805; Grant at Fort Monroe; lec at Fort Monroc;
Black Hawk at Fort Monroe; 01 Point Comforl; nnd the Pence Conference
of 1865. The Monltor and Merrlmae Crncwnlo conbalnn oxh bl La Lol g
the story of the ironelads and thele brlile, Tnebud Lo ﬁ-lnvh nealo
models of the vessels complete to the minutest detall. A nunber of’
the early buildinge have special interest, such as the Centurion
Chapel, built in 1858, and Quarters No. 1, built in 1819 and occupied

by President Lincoln during his 1862 visit.

forces moved to reoccupy Norlolk as the Confederates withdrew. President
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7 b. BOUNDARIES: TFort Monroe, Hampton, Virginia, consists of about

MO aeres. Within Fort Monroe is a moat which, including the area
covered by the moat, surrounds about 63 acres; it is knoun as 014 Point

iomfort. The original brick fort at 0ld Point Comfort consists of about
Q acres.,
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STATEMENT OF 3IGNIFICANCE
The nearest continuously held Unlon stronghold to the Confederate
capital. This fort witnessed the historic fight between the USS

Monitor and CSS Virginia (Merrimac).
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|9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RE

LENCES

L

Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the

Rebellion (27 vols., Washinguon, 1B0k-1017), Ser. I, Vol. VII; War of
the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and

Ironclad Warship (1933).

Confederate Armies (70 VOiS., Washlngton, 1880- 1901), Sere. I, Vol. XI;
ibid., Ser. 11, Vols. II, VIII; J. P. Baxter, The Introductlon of the
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