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a .  BACKGROUND 1NFOIC.IATION: A s  the nearest  continuously held Union 
stronchold t o  the Confederate cap i ta l ,  For t  Monroe played an important 
ro le  i n  the conduct of the  war i n  the Eastern Theater and alonf: the 
Atlant ic  coast. Due t o  i t s  ro le  a s  a staging area f o r  Union mil i tary 
and naval expeditions, the  f o r t  witnessed the epic f i g h t  between the 
U.S.S. Monitor and the C.S.S. Virginia ( ~ e r r i m a c )  on March 9, 1862. 

Bu i l t  between 1819 and.1834, the  f o r t  was one of the major United 
S ta t e s  mil i tary p s t s  from the time of i t s  establishment. Robert E. 
Lee, then a l ieutenant ,  played a prominent pa r t  i n  the  f i n a l  s t a r e s  of 
i t s  construction, 1831-34. With tine abandonment of the  Norf3llc Nwal 
Base a t  the beginning of the  war, the Union f l e e t  was based on the 
northern shore of Hampton Roads. The Confederate ironclad Virginia, 
steamine out from Norfolk on March 8, 1%2, brought havoc t o  thc  Union 
w~oden ships, but her  drawn b a t t l e  with the newly arr ived Elonitor the 
foll.owing day ended the threat .  Thousands of spcctat9ro stood upon 
the ramparts of Fo r t  Monroe t o  wiltch thr? m?ni~nto~ls b u t t l c  o r  tile 
ironclads on March 3. Fram Old Point Coinfort, two months l o t e r ,  Union 
forces moved t o  reoccupy Norrolk a s  the  Confederates witharew. President 
Lincoln, v i s i t i n g  F o r t  Monroe, was a spectator  a t  the reoccupation of 
Norfolk. 

During the l a s t  year of t'ne war, For t  Monroe was a reception 
point f o r  exchanged Union prisoners, en route back t o  t h e i r  commands 
from the exchange p i n t  a t  Aiken's Landing, f a r t h e r  up the James River. 
From May, 1865, t o  May, 1867, Jefferson Davis was confined i n  one of 
the f o r t  cnsemoteo u n t i l  h i s  re lease  on bond. 

Status:  Fo r t  Monroe, s t i l l  on nctive army post, i o  hco(2quarters 
of the  Continental Army Command. The or ig ina l  br ick f o r t  of 40 acrcs 
i s  locatcd i n  the  center  of the  post, which occupics nbout 6h0 ncres. 
The old f o r t  i s  l i t t l e  chanced from i t s  17th century appenrnncc, most 
of thc subsequent development having taken place on othcr sections of 
the post. Three casemates of the  old f o r t  have been converted i n t o  an 
excel lent  museum, which has on annual v i s i t a t i o n  of about 100,000 
persons. The Jefferson Davis Casemate contains the restorcd c e l l  i n  
which Davis was confined, t o ~ e t h e r  w i t 1 1  museum exhib i t s  givinl: the 
highl ights  of h i s  career.  The -- Old For t  lkmroe Cnscmate contoins 
exhibi ts  on the h i s to ry  of the f o r t ,  covering such vnricd topics  a s  
McClellan's Peninsula Cnmpoi~n; Old Por t  Monroc; Poe a s  n Soldier; 
For t  Monroe. l b l - 1 % 5 :  Gront a t  Fo r t  Monroc; I c c  r l t  Fo r t  Monroe; - - -  - - .  
R l n r k  Tinwk it For t  Monroc: Old P o l ~ l t  Comforl.; nrld idlo l'~l1rc CnllTf?I"!ll~:c: ... -. . ~ ~~ 
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models of the  vesscls  complcte t o  thc mlnutcot dc tu l l .  A number of 
the  ea r ly  building6 have special  i n t e r e s t ,  such a s  the  Centurion 
Chape l ,  b u i l t  i n  1858, and Q w r t e r s  No. 1, b u i l t  i n  1819 and occupied 
by President Lincoln during h i s  1862 v i s i t .  
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7 . IIOUNDhlZIES: Fo r t  Monroe, Hampton, Virginia, cons is t s  of about 
640 acres .  Within Fo r t  I4onroe i s  a moat which, including the area 
covered by the moat, surrounds about 63 acres;  it i s  kno.in a s  Old Point 
Coinfort. The o r ig ina l  b r ick  f o r t  a t  Old Point Comfort cons is t s  of about 
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The nearest  continuously held Union stronghold t o  the  Confederate 

cap i ta l .  This f o r t  witnessed the h i s to r i c  f i g h t  between the USS 
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