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LANDMARIK SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA

4 Street Address: 302 Riverside Avenue Historic Name: House at Pireus

K . o]
i Map and Parcel: 55A-148 Date/Period: 1830-~1840 4
§ Census Track & Block: 3-101 Style: No identifiable Style )

; Present Owner: Francis McQ. Lawrence & Edith C. Height to Cornice:
Address: 1729 Chesapeake Street, City Height in Stories: 1 }

§ Present Use: Sunday School Present Zoning: R-2

i Original Owner: William Hunter Meriwether { Land Area {sq.ft.): 40,275

i Original Use: Probably Residence d Assessed Value (land + imp.): 8300
$

L ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

8 A small vernacular cottage of rectangular form, the house at Pireus has a two-bay facade width and single-pile

{ depth. Height is one and one-half storeys with a two-over-two-room plan above a two-room, full basement (with ground
level exit to rear). A central door opens into a small entry way between rooms, and an interior stairway at the
north end of the house provides communication between floors. Construction is frame covered with weatherboard, with
a stone basement. Roof is hipped gambrel covered with standing-seam tin, painted red. (Hip and gambrel portions of
the roof are trimmed independently with a simple eave molding.) A single chimney of stone and brick rises through
the center of the house. Windows throughout are six-over-six-light double huna sash, with two dormer types each in
the roof of the facade and rear elevations. One window is also located at the second floor level of each end. The i
entry is covered with a simple porch with shad roof.

A

RPOATEA Nuds o« 140t 0, A tme

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

§ When William Hunter Meriwether purchased 148 acres from Molly Miller, the daughter of Nicholas Lewis in 1825 (Co.
DB 25-212, DB 26-342). Tax records indicate no buildings on the property. But by 1829 indications are that building
activity was underway, and it was continuing through 1839. The notation ''$300 added for improvements'' appear in the
H tax records of each of the years 1832, 1834, and 1835; and one of these seems most likelyto reflect the construction
of such a structure as this house at Pireus. Thomas L. Farish purchased the Pireus property in 1846 (Co. DB 4lL-355)

! and continued the industrial actlvity that Meriwether had begun there. 1In 1867, the Charlottesville Woolen Mills
Company purchased the mills area (Co. DB 66-58). Tradition is that this house was originally located on East
Market Street, at a site just west of No. 1907: it was probably moved to its present location on Riverside Avenue

| while in Woolen Mills ownership and during the last quarter of the 13th Century.

i ’ . o SIGNIFICANCE {
’15 was one ? ic :IrSt‘bul,dlﬂgS erected in the industrial complex that preceded the Charlottesville Woolen
Mills. Its distinctive hipped gambrel roof is unique. &
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