
IDENTIFICATION 
S t r e e t  Address: 810 ~ o c u s t  Avenue 

Map and Parce l :  51-74 

Census Track & Block: 3-316 

Present Owner: Downing S m i t h  

Address : 810  L o c u s t  Avenue 

Present Use: R e s i d e n c e  

O r i g i n a l  Owner: George  S i n c l a i r  

O r i g i n a l  Use: R e s i d e n c e  

SURVEY 

BASE DATA 
H i s t o r i c  Name: L o c u s t  Grove  

Date/Peri od: 1840-4  

Sty le :  L a t e  G e o r g i a n  

Height t o  Cornice: 
Height i n  Stor ies:  2  

Present Zoning: R- 2 

L a n d A r e a ( s q . f t . ) :  9 0 , 6 8 5 ~ s .  f t .  

Assessed Value ( l a n d  + imp.): 6600  + 1 1 . 8 5 0  = 1 8 , 4 3 0  

I 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

L o c u s t  Grove  i s  a  f i n e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  G e o r g i a n  f o r m s  w e l l  i n t o  
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  h o u s e  is f i v e  b a y s  w i d e ,  two s t o r i e s  h i g h ,  
w i t h  a  h i p p e d  t i n  r o o f  a n d  e n d  c h i m n e y s .  The e n t r a n c e  i s  s h e l t e r e d  by  a  f o r m a l  p o r t i c o  o f  
c o u p l e d  p a n e l e d  c o l u m n s .  The b r i c k  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  common b o n d ,  t h e  wooden c o r n i c e  i s  
v e r y  s i m p l e ,  a n d  t h e  window a n d  d o o r  a r c h i t r a v e s  a r e  n o t  t r e a t e d  w i t h  m o l d i n g s .  To p r e s e r v e  
t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s y m m e t r y ,  b l i n d  windows a r e  f i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  s i d e s .  The 
i n t e r i o r  i s  b a s e d  on t h e  d o u b l e  p i l e  p l a n  w i t h  a  f i n e  d o u b l e  r u n  s t a i r .  A l l  t h e  m a n t e l s  a r e  

1 i d e n t i c a l ,  s i m p l e  Greek  r e v i v a l  d e s i g n s .  The h i g h  b a s e m e n t  h o u s e s  a r a r e  s e t  o f  d o u b l e  
1 p a r l o r s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  a  d i n i n g  room. The o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  a n d  smoke h o u s e  a r e  

1 s t i l l  s t a n d i n g ,  a s  i s  t h e  p r e - 1 8 4 4  r e s i d e n c e .  

HISTORICAL DESCRlPTlON 

On S e p t e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 8 3 9 ,  G e o r g e  S i n c l a i r  p u r c h a s e d  534 a c r e s  f r o m  Thomas M e r i w e t h e r  f o r  
$ 1 6 , 0 0 0 .  The l a n d  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  p a r t  o f  "The Farm" g r a n t e d  t o  N i c h o l a s  M e r i w e t h e r  i n  
1 7 3 5 .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  e x i s t i n g  h o u s e  was begun  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  a n d  l a s t e d  
o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .  D u r i n g  S h e r i d a n ' s  r a i d  a  r e g i m e n t  encamped  h e r e  a n d  c a r r i e d  
o f f  h o r s e s ,  s e r v a n t s  and o t h e r  v a l u a b l e s .  The p r o p e r t y  was  p u r c h a s e d  by  t h e  L o c u s t  Grove  
I n v e s t m e n t  Co. i n  1 8 7 6  a n d  s u b d i v i d e d .  I n  1 8 9 3  t h e  m a n s i o n  a n d  f i v e  a c r e s  w e r e  s o l d  t o  J u d g e  
J o h n  W h i t e .  J u d g e  Lemuel S m i t h ,  a  J u s t i c e  o f  The Supreme  C o u r t  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  I t  i s  p r e s e n t l y  owned b y  J u s t i c e  S m i t h ' s  s o n ,  Downing S m i t h .  
Deed r e f e r e n c e s ;  ACDB 37-438 ,  9 8 - 3 4 1 ,  9 8 - 4 2 7 ,  99 -175 ,  1 5 9 - 1 4 6 ,  C i t y  DB 45 -361 ,  1 4 0 - 3 5 3 ,  
1 5 9 - 1 4 7 ,  1 9 5 - 1 3 9 ,  209-379.  

SIGNIFICANCE 
Locust Grove i s  a  very l a t e  example of the Georgian s t y l e .  I t  was the  manor house of a  534-acre farm now comprising 
most of the nor theas t  portion of Cha r lo t t e sv i l l e .  

CONDITIONS I SOURCES 
C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y  R e c o r d s ,  M r s .  Downing S m i t h ,  

Good 
S t e v e n s ,  V i r g i n i a  House  T o u r ,  p .  1 3 1 .  
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