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S t r e e t  Address: 309 T w e l f t h  S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  Name: The N i c h o l a s  Lewis  ~ o u s e  

Map and Parcel:  54-211  c i r .  1770  

Census Track & Block: 3-211 V e r n a c u l a r  

Present Owner: Eugene  G .  B e a g l e  tieight t o  Cornice: 
Address: 309 T w e l f t h  S t r e e t  Height i n  Stor ies:  2 

Present Use: R e s i d e n c e  Present Zoning: R- 2 

O r i g i n a l  Owner: N i c h o l a s  Lewis  Land Area ( s q . f t .  1: 106 x 1 7 1  

I ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION I 
T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r ,  u t i l i t a r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  wh ich  was b u i l t  when 
A l b e m a r l e  Coun ty  was s t i l l  i n  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  g r o w t h .  The m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  
e x t e r i o r  i s  t h e  hugh b u t t r e s s e d  ch imney  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  e a r l y  V i r g i n i a  h o u s e s .  The c o r n i c e  ~~ 

i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  m o d i l l i o n s  f o r m e d  o u t  o f  b r i c k s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  f r o m  t h e  w a l l  p l a n e .  The 
i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  a l a r g e  c o o k i n g  f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  two o v e n s  f l a n k i n g  it .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  
h o u s e  h a s  s u f f e r e d  f rom u n s y m p a t h e t i c  " i m p r o v e m e n t s "  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  l a r g e  d o r m e r s  
a n d  F r e n c h  windows on t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n .  

The f i r s t  h o u s e  was b u i l t  by N i c h o l a s  M e r i w e t h e r  a b o u t  1 7 3 5 .  Somet ime b e f o r e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  
t h e  h o u s e  b u r n e d  and  C o l .  N i c h o l a s  L e w i s ,  g r a n d s o n  and h e i r  o f  M e r i w e t h e r ,  b u i l t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
o n e .  The h o u s e  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  Baron  T a r l e t o n  d u r i n g  h i s  o n e  d a y  " o c c u p a t i o n "  
o f  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  i n  1781 .  Mrs .  L e w i s ,  f o r m e r l y  Mary Walke r  o f  C a s t l e  H i l l ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  
h o s t e s s  t o  C o l .  T a r l e t o n ,  was c a l l e d  " C a p t a i n  M o l l "  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a n d l e d  t h e  enemy s o  w e l l .  
The p r o p e r t y  r e m a i n e d  a p a r t  o f  "The Farm" u n t i l  1949  when t h i s  h o u s e  was s o l d  t o  C h a r l e s  
L u p t o n .  C i t y  DB 145-334 ,  168-449 ,  168-457 .  

S l  GNl F l C A N C E  
This i s  one of Char lo t t e sv i l l e ' s  few surviving 18th century buildings.  I t  stands on land patented by the b u i l d e r ' s  
grandfather in  1735. Both the Lewisses and Meriweathers a re  among the a r e a ' s  most prominant famil ies .  Colonel 

Banastre Tarleton had h i s  headquarters there  a t  the time of h i s  raid on Char lo t t e sv i l l e  on June 4 .  1781. 
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I CONDITIONS I SOURCES 

I C i t y  and  Coun ty  R e c o r d s  
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