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Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
PIF Resource Information Sheet  

 
This information sheet is designed to provide the Virginia Department of Historic Resources with the necessary data to be able to 
evaluate the significance of the property for possible listing in the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of 
Historic Places.  This is not a formal nomination, but a necessary step in determining whether or not the property could be 
considered eligible for listing.  Please take the time to fill in as many fields as possible.   A greater number of completed fields will 
result in a more timely and accurate assessment. Staff assistance is available to answer any questions you have in regards to this 
form. 
 

General Property Information For Staff Use Only 

 

DHR ID #: 
 

100-0284 
 

 
Property Name(s): 

 

Appomattox Statue      
 
Property Date(s): 

 

     1889 

 
□Circa  □Pre  □Post 

 
Open to Public? 

 

X Yes □Limited □No 

 
Property Address: 

 

     Intersection of Prince and 
 Washington   Streets 

 
City: 

 

Alexandria      
 
Zip: 

 

22314      

 
County or Ind.     
City:            
Alexandria 

 

 

 
USGS Quad(s):  
 

 
    38-48.14.1N  77-02.49.4W 

Physical Character of General Surroundings    
 
Acreage: 

 
     .003 

 
Setting (choose one): X Urban  □Town  □Village □Suburban  □Rural X Transportation Corridor   

 
Site Description Notes/Notable Landscape Features:         
 

Heroic bronze statue of unarmed Confederate soldier on granite base.  Approximately 2/3 of granite base is 
highly polished and inscribed with the names of 99 soldiers and one civilian who were residents of Alexandria 
that died in the Civil War.  The work sits in 12 foot circle at the intersection of Prince and Washington 
Streets, Alexandria, VA. 
 
Secondary Resource Description (Briefly describe any other structures (or archaeological sites) that may contribute to the 
significance of the property 
 
Ownership Category: 

 

      X Private          □Public-Local          □Public-State          □Public-Federal 
Individual Resource Information       

 
What was the historical use of this resource?  Examples include: Dwelling, Grist Mill, Bridge, Store, Tobacco Barn, etc… 

 

Monument to Alexandria Confederate dead.  Marks the spot from which the local militia units evacuated the 
city on May 24, 1861.        
 
What is the current use? (if other than the historical use) 

 
      

 
Architectural style or elements of styles: 

 

     Heroic bronze statue on granite base 
 
Architect, builder, or original owner: 

Artist: John Adams Elder, Fredericksburg, VA Sculpture: Caspar Buberl 

 
# of stories 

 
      

 
Conditio
n: 

 

□Excellent X Good  Fair □Deteriorated □Poor □Ruins □Rebuilt □Renovated   

 
Are there any known threats to this 
property?   

 
  Statue sits in the intersection.  It is susceptible to auto traffic 
and environmental factors such as auto emissions.    
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Resource Component Information  

Please answer the following questions regarding the individual components of the resource.  If the component does not exist, 
answer “n/a.”  If you feel uncomfortable in answering the question, please leave the space blank.  Photographs of the features can 
also help our staff identify specific feature components.  Usually, priority is given to describing features on the primary (front) 
facade of the structure. 

 

Foundation: Describe the foundation that supports the structure.  Examples include piers, continuous brick, poured concrete. 

   Granite base.  2/3 of which is highly polished a inscribed. 
 

Structure: Describe the primary structural component of the resource.  Include primary material used.  Examples include log, 
frame (sawn lumber), and brick.   Also include the treatment, such as a particular brick bond or type of framing, if known. 

     Bronze statue on granite base 

Walls:  Describe the exterior wall covering such as beaded weatherboard or asbestos shingles. 
     N/A 

Windows:  Describe the number, material, and form of the primary windows.  This includes the number of panes per sash, what 
the sashes are made of, and how the sashes operate (are they hinged or do they slide vertically) Have the windows been replaced? 
     N/A 

Porch: Briefly describe the primary (front) porch.  List the primary material, shape of the porch roof, and other defining details. 
     N/A 

Roof:  Describe the roof, listing the shape and the covering material. 
     N/A 

Chimney(s): List the number of chimneys and the materials used.  Include the brick bond pattern if possible. 
     N/A 

 
 

Architectural Description of Individual Resource: (Please describe architectural patterns, types, features, additions, remodelings, or 
other alterations.  A sketch of the current floor plan would be appreciated.) 
 

The heroic bronze figure of a Confederate soldier is unarmed.  His eyes are downcast as he surveys the 
privations of four years of war upon the South.  Two-thirds of the granite base is highly polished and inscribed.  
The north side inscription reads: “THEY DIED IN THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF DUTY FAITHFULLY 
PERFORMED”.  The South side reads: “ERECTED TO THE MEMORY OF THE CONFEDERATE 
DEAD OF ALEXANDRIA, VA BY THEIR SURVIVING COMRADES. MAY 24th 1889".  The lower 
unpolished portion of the South side reads: THIS MONUMENT MARKS THE SPOT FROM WHICH THE 
ALEXANDRIA TROOPS LEFT TO JOIN THE CONFEDERATE FORCES. MAY 24, 1861".  The East 
side has the names of the Alexandria residents who were member of the five Alexandria companies in the 17th 
Virginia Infantry and died in the conflict.  The West side inscription is the names of those Alexandria residents 
who were with other commands and died in the War.  The name of James Jackson, proprietor of the Marshall 
House, killed by the New York Fire Zouaves, after he killed Col. Elmer Ellsworth, was added in 1900. 
       

Significance Statement:  Briefly note any significant events, personages, and/or families associated with the property.  
(Detailed family genealogies are not necessary.)  Please list all sources of information.  It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or 
genealogies to this form.  Normally, only information contained on this form will be posted for consideration by the State Review 
Board. 
 

 The Appomattox Statue is historically significant for several reasons. 
 

- It is monument to Alexandria's Confederate dead 
 

- It marks the spot where the local militia units gathered on the morning of May 24, 1861 to evacuate the city 
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- In the 1890's through the early part of the 20th century, it was gathering spot for Union and Confederate 
veterans 
 

- It is a fine work of art 
 

Virginia voted to secede from the Union on May 23, 1861.  At 2:00 AM on May 24, 1861, Union forces seized 
the city.  Surrender was demanded of the local militia commander, Col. George Terrett.  He refused surrender, 
but said he would evacuate his troop.  The men of the five local militia units met at the intersection of Prince 
and Washington Streets and marched out of town at 6:50 AM. They took the train to Manassas where they 
would join with five other companies to become the 17th Virginia Infantry.  Most of these Alexandria residents 
would not return home for four years.  Ninety-nine would not return home at all. 
 

The R. E. Lee Camp #2 United Confederate Veterans was formed in 1884.  At a Camp meeting in April 1885, 
Edgar Warfield, a charter member, local druggist, and former private Co. H, the Old Dominion Rifles, 
suggested a monument to Alexandria’s Confederate dead.  A committee was formed and a contest was 
announced.   
 

Noted Fredericksburg artist John Adams Elder submitted a plaster rendering based on his painting 
“Appomattox.”  Elder was a former Confederate soldier and New York trained artist.  He painted Robert E. 
Lee eight times.  “Appomattox” depicts an unarmed Confederate soldier following the fight at Appomattox.  
He surveys the fields of decimated South.  Elder had been present at Appomattox for the surrender.  Elder’s 
submission was quickly accepted.   The original plaster model is on display at the R. E. Lee Camp Hall 
Museum, 806 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
 

Elder’s friend, sculptor Caspar Buberl was chosen to do the figure.  Buberl is noted for the frieze at the Pension 
Building in Washington, DC, the statue “Industry” at the Arts and Industries Museum in Washington, DC, and 
numerous statues to Civil War regiments in the North and the South. 
 

Fund raising started.  The cost of the monument was $3,500.00.   
 

In 1888, after considering several sites in Alexandria, the R.E. Lee Camp sought and was granted permission 
from the city council to place the monument at the intersection of Prince and Washington Streets, marking the 
spot from which the militia units departed in 1861. 
 

The monument was dedicated to great fanfare on May 24, 1889.  There was a parade.  Noted former 
Confederates spoke.  Perhaps the most poignant moment was the dedication by Rev. George Hartley Norton, 
chaplain of the R.E. Lee Camp and rector at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  He said: 
 

“May the memories of our departed heroes inspire us with patriotic devotion and may all hatred and strife be 
buried in their graves.” 
 

Starting in 1890, Confederate Memorial Day has been held in Alexandria on May 24 of each year.  This 
commemorates the day of the departure of the local militia units.  In the 1890's and early 1900's, there were 
parades through the city starting at “Appomattox.”  Both Confederate and Union veterans placed floral 
tributes there.  When President McKinley was assassinated, the Confederate and Union veterans assembled at 
“Appomattox” to march en masse to his funeral. 
 

“Appomattox” is unique among Confederate iconography.  The figure is unarmed.  His eyes look down.  
There is an expression of sadness and defeat on his face.  As the figure is a fine work of art, copies started 
popping up in the South.  Most notably in Pensacola, FL.  Buberl did that figure also.  The R.E. Lee Camp 
obtained a copyright for the work in 1892.  In 1890, the Virginia legislature passed a law that the monument 
cannot be moved. 
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Please use the following space to explain why you are seeking an evaluation of this property. 
      
The “Appomattox” statue is an educational tool to teach the horrors of war and its aftermath.  It is also a fine and 
unique work of art. 

 

 

Would you be interested in the State and/or the Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits? Yes □   No X 
Would you be interested in the easement program?   Yes X   No □ 



ALEXANDRIA 
HISTORY 



BRIEF IDSTORY OF THE APPOMATTOX STATUE 

The history of the Appomattox Statue really begins in the late winter and early 

spring of 1861. As the Southern states began to secede, Virginia elected her Secession 

Committee in February. The representative from Alexandria was George Brent. He was 

a Unionist and had been elected by a significant margin over the pro-secession candidate. 

Brent's instructions were to vote against secession. Unlike South Carolina, Virginia had 

not been infected with secession fever. This was especially true in Alexandria, which until 

the mid-1840's had been part of Washington. The initial vote of the committee was 2-1 

against secession. 

Following the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln on March 4, the militia units of 

Alexandria began to drill in anticipation of conflict. The five city militia companies were 

the Alexandria Riflemen, Mount Vernon Guards, Old Dominion Rifles, O'Connell 

Guards, and Emmett Guards. They drilled every day and were on guard duty every night. 

The militia companies were under the command of Lt. Col. Algernon Taylor. They 

would be joined in early May by the Warren Guards, Fairfax Rifles, Warrenton Rifles, 

Loudoun Guard, and cavalry and artillery units. 

On April 12, 1861, Ft. Sumter was fired upon. President Lincoln called for 75,000 

troops. Virginia's quota was 8,000 men. Gov. John Lechter had been a strong Union 

supporter. He declined to send Virginia sons for something he considered illegal and 

unconstitutional. Lincoln issued a proclamation on April 15 setting May 5 as the date by 
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which southern forces were to "disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes" 

or risk invasion by federal forces . 

The events of April 1861 swayed the secession committee. On April 17, the 

Virginia Ordinance of Secession was passed. May 23, 1861 was to be the date of the 

popular referendum. 

Southern states, including Virginia, were blockaded. Ships sailing up the Potomac 

to Washington were required to stop for inspection at Ft. Washington on the Maryland side. 

Mail boats were seized effectively cutting off communication between Alexandria and 

Washington. Flour was seized for the federal army before it left Georgetown. Business 

in Alexandria suffered. The mayor called for calm and asked residents to remain off the 

streets after dark and keep control of their children. 

Lt. Col Taylor evacuated his troops on May 5, 1861. This astonished the locals and 

his superiors. He had been ordered not to abandon Alexandria unless driven out by the 

enemy. His commander ordered him to return immediately to the city. Taylor lamented 

that he felt the city was indefensible and that his troops were poorly armed and trained. 

Taylor was replaced on May 10 by Col. George H. Terrett. 

By mid-May, most traffic across the Long Bridge (now the 141
h Street Bridge) to 

and from Washington had ceased. Pickets were posted at night on both sides of the bridge. 

The Union gunboat Pawnee docked at the King Street pier with her guns extended. 

On May 23, 1861, Virginia voted to secede from the Union. That night, there was 

much celebration in Alexandria. At midnight, the Pawnee fired one shot out across the 

Potomac. There was a corresponding shot fired from the Navy Yard in Washington. At 
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2:00 a.m. , Federal forces rolled into Alexandria via the Long Bridge and the Aqueduct 

Bridge (near present day Key Bridge). 

Among the invading forces were the New York Fire Zouaves under the command 

of Col. Elmer Ellsworth, Abraham Lincoln's fonner law clerk. As the Zouaves made their 

way up King Street with orders to seize the telegraph office, they came to the Marshall 

House Hotel operated by James W. Jackson. Jackson had been amongst the most ardent 

and loudest of secessionists. He was not known for a calm demeanor. In April, he had 

installed a huge secessionist flag on a forty foot flag pole on top of the hotel. Local legend 

holds that Mary Todd Lincoln could see it from the White House and did not like it. 

Ellsworth had promised to secure the flag for her. Jackson had said the flag would come 

down over his dead body. To drive home that point, he had borrowed the town cannon and 

placed it at the back door of the hotel, aiming it towards the front door. Capt. Delaware 

Kemper of the Alexandria Artillery had loaded it for him. Kemper asked Jackson if this 

was not a bit extreme. Jackson replied that he did not mind dying ifhe could take fifteen 

to twenty Yankees with him. 

Ellsworth entered the hotel, made his way to the top of the building and removed 

the flag. As he came back down the stairs, he was met on the landing by an angry and 

armed James Jackson. With his shotgun, Jackson shot Ellsworth in the chest, killing him. 

Cpl. Brownell, one of Ellsworth's men, immediately fired and killed Jackson. Both men 

were regarded by their respective sides as the first martyrs of the War. 

A messenger was sent from the Paw nee to Col. Terrett demanding he surrender his 

troops. Terrett refused, but said he would evacuate. He had been in command for exactly 

3 



fourteen days. At 6:50 a.m., the Alexandria militia companies met at the intersection of 

Prince and Washington Streets and marched out of town via Duke Street. They boarded 

the train for Manassas where they would become the 17th Virginia Infantry. Most would 

not return to their homes for four years. Ninety-nine men died during the War Between 

the States. 

The citizens of Alexandria would awake to find themselves under martial law. This 

situation would remain until the end of the war. The only American city held by a foreign 

power longer was New York during the American Revolution. 
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APPOMATTOX 
STATUE 

IDSTORY 



APPOMATTOX 
John Adams Elder 

Created: 1888 
Medium: Oil on canvas 

Library of Virginia 

A pensive Confederate veteran stands amid a devastated landscape in the aftermath of the surrender 
in this oil on canvas entitled Appomattox. Artist John Adams Elder painted this scene around 1888, 
and the figure of the soldier looking downward was the basis for a bronze statue commissioned by 
the R. E. Lee Camp No. 2, United Confederate Veterans of Alexandria, Virginia, that same year. 
The son of a shoemaker, Elder was born in Fredericksburg on February 3, 1833, and from a young 
age exhibited artistic talent, painting the faces of local citizens on the fences around town. 
Impressed by Elder' s work, a wealthy lawyer named John Minor funded the artist's training in New 
York, and then convinced painter Emanuel Leutze of Washington Crossing the Delaware fame to 
take Elder with him to Germany, where the young Virginian studied for five years. During the Civil 
War Elder enlisted in the Confederate anny and he was frequently assigned to make drawings for 
the Ordnance Department. A member of Caskie's Battery of Artillery at the Battle of the Crater on 
July 30, 1864, Elder made sketches of the scene the day after the event and later created a large­
scale painting of it. (Former Confederate general William Mahone purchased the painting, beating 
out the head of the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., who was also eager to acquire it). 
In the postwar era Elder became well known for his battle scenes and portraits of Confederate 
generals-he painted Robert E. Lee eight times-as well as genre paintings of the Old South. He 
produced several variations of this somber Confederate soldier, all of them imbued with a tragic-but 
heroic-spirit. 

Virginia Foundation for the Humanities 145 Ednam Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22903-4629 Phone 434-924-3296Fax 434-296-47 l 4 
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THE CONFEDERATE STATUE IN ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA--

A Chronology of its Construction, Dedication 

& Maintenance 

By 

T. Michael Miller 
Alexandria Library, 
Lloyd House · 
August 22, 1988 

Alexandria, April 15, 1885 

-1st. Your committee recommend the following: That the camp 
take immediate ·steps to secure funds t o erect a monument to 
the "Confederate Dead1.1 1

' 

2d. That a permanent committee oft 'five be appointed by the . • 
Camp to be known as the tlCommittee .on Confederate Monument~, 11 

said committee to , have · entire control of said object, and to . · · 
b e e mpowe"red to appoin.t sub-committees to assist them in their 
duties . 

3d. That, when in the judgment of the Camp a sufficient amount 
of mone y is secured, the Camp will decide the design of the 
monument to be erected. · 

.. ,.. 'Signed . 

W.A. Smoot 
Edgar Warfield 
John R. Zimmerman 
R.M. Latham 

The repo rt was unanimously adopted and the f ollowing c ommitt e e 
was appointed ; W. A. Smoot, Edgar Warfield, John E. Zimmerman, 
R.M. Latham, Theo. Chase **** 

Steps were at once taken to raise funds a nd the lad-.i e s of Alex­
andria promptly came tothe aid of Lee Camp. A bazaarwas held, 
lecture s gi ven, and money generously don~ted, a n d through the 
efforts of the Camp and the ladies the ne cessary amount of money 
was s e cured. 

At the meeting of the Camp, Sep tember last , ( 1888 ) t he.committee 
made a r eport r e commending for adoption the plans submitted by 
Mr. ,:John A . Elder of ,Ric hmond, Va .. , .a t .. a cost ·-of $.3, 500.. The 



/r 
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report was unanimously adopted .... (Excerpt from the Alex­
andria Gazette of May 24, 1889) (Al l iterps which folfow except 
where noted are from the Alexandria Gazette.) 

1887, September 12 - - CONFEDERATE MONUMENT - - Lee Camp Confederate 
Veterans ·of this c ity ·: ·are e ndeavoring to erect a monument 
in honor of the · confederate dead o f this city and have issued 
a circular asking aid in that behalf. 

. ·:~ .. 
• • • • • .. r -• fJ •• ·: •••• : •• •. ·-· ·--• • : ·, •• 

1 887, September 13 -- .CONFEDERATE/ MON:UMENT -- The fcHlowing is 
the circular is~ued by Lee Camp, Confederate Verter~ns, solici­
ting aid for the erectim of a monument in honor of the Confect-

.er.ate de.a.ct . ·of Al.exandr.ia, Va .. 

The object speaks for i tself, and no words o f eulogy will be 
necessary to enlist your sympathy for the memory of the brave 
and ga.llan t men who went forth from this city conscious of the 
justice of their cause and cheerfull y gav~ their lives in its 
defence. 

We, therefore, ·fee l no hesitation in soliciting such contribu­
tions as you may feel willing to make ·in aid of a bazaar to be 
~eld by the camp this fall to secure funds for the object 
named. ~ 

The ladie~ ' especially- ·are ·~olit±ted to send us fancy articl es 
which they know so well will attract and be ~al eable , and 
contribute so l argely to succe ss. 

Address all ar.ticles to the Confederate Monument Cammi ttee . .. 

1888, July 6 -- PERSONAL-- Mr. John Elder, the artist of Richmond, 
is in the city today. This evening he will appear before a 
committee of Lee Camp to exhibit a model for the p roposed 
monument to be erected in this city to the Confederate dead. 

1888, August 11 -- SOLDIERS 1 MONUMENT AT ALEXANDRIA --
Mr. John A. Elder has designed and presented for their consi ­
deration to the committee in charge of the Confederate Soldiers ' 
Monument to be erect ed in Alexandria, estimates, p lans and 
specificatons which, from all that can be learned, are highly 
satisfactory and will be selected_ The main feature of this 
monument will be an heroic size figure taken from Mr . Elder 1 s 
well known painting II Appomattox. 11 It re pre sen ts a Confederate 
soldier as if viewing the field of strife after the surrender. 
He stands, dressed in the old familiar uniform of the Con ­
federate private, with folded arms and head bowed forward as 
i ·f· -in ·,deep ."contemplation -over the sc,enes, privation and ha.rd 
fought battles through which he had ·passed, all for a princ i ­
ple which he de emed sacred and righteous , and yet all apparent ly 
for nought . .. 
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1888 , September 4 -- CONFEDERATE VETERANS -- The regular 
monthly meeting of R . E. Lee Camp, Confederate Veterans, was 
held last night with a large attendance of members. After 
the transaction of some routine business and the reserving 
of two applications for membership, the monument committee, 
through its.<:h~irman , Gen. M.D. Corse; made a report recom­
mending for adoption the plan submitted by Elder, of Richmond, 
at a cost of $3,500. The report was unanimously adopted . 
. . . The idea is a striking one and at once impresses every 
beholder as most fitly and feelingly telling at a glance the 
whole story of the gallantry, glory and heroism of the South . 
It is, in a word, the complete,history of the lost cause 
graphically presented to· posterity by a s ingle figure. This 

.. . ,..statue i .s -t.o,, .. he .er.e.cte.d :,upon . . an .. a,pp.ro.pr,i .a.te .,pe.de.stal,, ... an.ct 
the entire monument will be a rectangular pyramid 20 feet 
in height, the mound being 3! feet high, the pedestal 12 
feet, and the figure proper 8 feet. The site for the monument 
has not as yet been selected, but it will be placed where it 
can be plainly seen from all points, and · where it will stand 
not only a beautiful work of art, but an educator of future 
generations in the history of the struggle made by the South 
for her rights and independence. As soon as the contract is 
eigned, Mr. Elder will begin the work and in it he wil l .be 
assisted by on~ of the finest sculptors in the United States, 
M. Buerbul. - · ..:.. 

' 

1888, September 5 -- To the Editor of ~he Alexandria Gazette: 
I see that R.E. Lee Camp Confederate Veterans at their meeting 
on Monday night s elected a plan for a Confederate monument 

.. t.o _ be .erected .in th,is· c:i, ty_, but did not decide upon a site 
~or the monument . - ~ow, Mi . Editor, would not the va~itit ldt 
on Washington street, opposite the cotton factory, be the 
most appropriate spot? Place the monument in its centre and 
turn the grounds into a park. This would cause the sur ­
r ounding lands to be -built up 'with first class dwellings, and 
beautify that end of the city and be an ornament tothe city 
and complimentary to the ladies, whose energies deserve great 
praise. I have no doubt that the present owners would put 
the price at a very low sum, or perhaps show their liberal 
spirit by donating it to the Camp, ·and hand down thei r names 
to the posterity that are to come as generous and liberal 
citizens to their old homes. This would start many ot her 
liberal and enterprising citizens to buiding residences all 
along and on both sides o~ Washington, Columbus and Oronoko 
Street 

Please push this ball along and stir up the ladies and others 
so it can be done at once . A gentleman ~ r eading the above, 
said if they selected the above lot he wou l d donate stone 
enough ·to ·bu-i1 d ·the fou-ndaton· ·of the monument . 

Ex- Confederate 



\ 

4. 

1888, September 5 -- The Confederate Monument -- Yesterday 
morning Mr . Elder received a telegram from Mr. Philip B. 
Hooe, of Alexandria, announcing that his model had been 
selected as the design for the monument over a .number of 
competitors, and later on he received by mail the following· 
letter. 

Alexandria, Va. Sept 3rd, 1888 
. 

Mr. John A. Elder, Richmond, Va. 

Dear Sir. I have your telegram of today and will wir~ 
you eary tomorrow a. m. ~he Camp adopts your ·aesign .. 
See letter mailed at 11 this a.m. which I confirm . 

I feel happy at the unanimity with which the Camp adopted 
this design which has had my hearty, earnest support, 
and I feel eonfident that our hope will . be freely 
realized of having a work of ~rt which will reflect 
credit upon all concerned, and will add to your already 

. well earned reputation as a gifted artist. It is 
especially gratifying to know that· a Virginia Confederate 
will have aided us to .;-do honor to the memory of our fallen 
·comrades. 

Very truly yours, 
P.B. Hooe 

The selection of Mr. Elder's model is quite a victory for 

\ 
\ 

th.at gentleman, as a number of well - known sculptors were 
competitors for .·the prize. In making the model for the bFonze 

,. ... c.ast:l.J+.g .o.f ... the .main fj.gur.e Mr_, E.lde.r will be ._assis.te.d b_y Mr .. 
Cas~ar Buberl of New York who is one of. the best workmen ·1n 
his line in the country. Mr. Elder will leave for New York 
on Friday I s steamer to consult with him, and the work will 
be begun immediately -- Today I s Richmond T_imes. 

1888, October 2 -- Lee Camp -- .. . Genl. M.D. Corse, reported 
the progress made by that committee, and that on Friday 
next they woulameet Mr . Elder in Richmond when the final ar­
rangements would be made . The monument will be comp l eted 
within four or five months. The camp decided that at its 
next meeting, November 5th, the questim of selecting a site 
for the monument would be con~idered. 

1888, November 6 -- Lee Camp -- At the meeting of Lee Camp 
Confederate Veterans, held last night, the committee appointed 
to purchase a monument to be e rected in this city to the 
Confederate dead was authorized to sign the contract for the 
same. It ''was decided ·'to erect the monument at ·the intersection 
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of Washington and Prince streets, and the City Council will 
be petitioned to grant the right to erect it at that point. 
A communication from Lee Camp of Richmond, enclosing a re -
quest from a -G.A:R; Post of Boston for the loan of a Confederate 
battle flag, to be used in that city on the occasion of a 
celebration tobe held there soon, was received and the Camp 
flag l oaned. 

1888, November 13 -- At a regular meeting oj the Common Council 
of the city which was held the 13th day of November 1888 ... 

The petition of R.E . Lee Camp of Confederate Veter~ns for· 
permission to erect the monument to the Cohfeder~te dead at 
site of Prince and Washington streets was read and the prayer 
of the petition was granted: City Couricil Minutes, 13 Nov. 
1888 

1888, November 14 -- THE CONFEDERATE MONUMENT -- The City Council 
at its meeting last night unanimously granted permission for 
the erection of the proposed Confederate monument at the 
intersection of Washington and Prince streets . It is expected 
that the monument will be finisHed by n~xt spring. 

1889, March 14 -- TH~ CONFEDERATE MONUMENT - - The Lee Camp 
Monument Committee he ld a meet ing yesterday evening and 
ordered the f inal payment to be made on the statue to be 
erected in this city as soon as a bill o1 lading for the same 
is re ceived here. The Benard Bronze Compan y of New York, 
were directed to forward the statue at once. 

1889, Apri l 5, 1889 -- ELDER'S APPOMATTOX - - In speaking of Elder's 
statue of Appomattox, the Richmond Times said: "This 
statue of Appomattox is a creation of Mr . Elder for the 
soldier's monument at Alexandria . The monument in t he city 
is built of granite t wenty feet high with the bronze statue 
of Appomattox eight feet high surmounting it. The total 
cost was $4,500 and it will be dedicated May 24th . The 
statue has been pronounced to be without a rival by the bes t 
artist of New York, who saw it after the casting, and is a 
typical Confederate monument. The ladies of Petersburg 
have Mr. Elder's design under consideration and t he re are 
probabilities of their accepting it for the monume n t to be 
erected in tha t city . 

1889, April 20, -- Letter from Mr. Davis -- Mr . Edga r War f ield, 
Adjut a nt of Lee Camp of this city a f e w days since sent 
Mr . J e fferson Dav is an invitation to attend the unveiling 
of the Confede rat e monume nt in this city on the 2 4 th o f May 
a nd with it wrot e t he following letter: 
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Alexandria, Va. April 10, 1889 

Hon Jefferson Davis, 

Dear Sir, R. E. . Lee Camp Confederate·· Veterans of Alexandria, 
Va., presents you the formal card of invitation to partici­
pate in the unveiling the monument to the Confederate 
dead of Alexandria, Virginia on the 24th of May next. The 
few survivors banded together desire to express the hope 
that their commander-in- chief, their leader and comrade 
through four years of war .. . be present on this occasion 
and thus crown with the full complement of honor a ceremony 
which will give to the present and.the future a beaut iful 
and substantive proof of the place in history which their 
.comrades s.ecur-.e .d through wounds and death . 

Edgar Warfield 

Today, Mr. · Warfield received the followi ng letter from 
Mr. Davis in reply: 

Beauvoir , Miss, ·April 17, 1889 

Edgar Warfield, Adjutant R.E. Lee Camp 

Dear Sir : Please accept my thanks for your very kind 
letter of the 10th inst . , e nclosing an invitation to attend 
the unveiling of the statue to the Confederate dead at 
Alexandria, Va. I regret that it wil not be practicable 
for me to attend on that interesting occasion, and to meet 
the survivors of. those who so nobly. sacrificed all minor 
conside.r.a tions to th.e p.urpos_e . of preserving . . for themselves 
and their posterity the rights their revolutonary fathers 
se cured and l eft to them for an inheritance forever. 
Please make my thanks acceptable to your associates who 
have in so gratifying a manner expressed their desire for 
my presence, and assure them of the cordial so licitude for 
the welfare of each and all, with which I am fraternally. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS 

1889, May 6 -- Ground this morning was broken at the intersec­
tion of Prince and Washington streets for the foundation 
of the Confederate monument to be erected there . The work 
which is being done under the supervision of Messrs . Wm . 
Chauncey and Wm. Burgess of this city . .. 

1889, May 7 -- R. E . Lee Camp -- .. The chairman of the monument 
committee reported the progress made and stated that the 
statue had been ordered to be shipped 

1889, May 8 - - The Society oi the Army and Navy of the Con ­
federate States, in Baltimore, last night accepted an 
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i nvitat ion from the R.E . Lee Camp, Confederate Veterans 
of this city to attend the dedication of the monument to 
the Confederate dead he r e o n the 24th instant . 

1889, May 9 -- The foundation fo r the confederate .monument 
to be erected at the intersection of Washington ' and Prince 
st reets has bee n completed and t he work of s etting up the 
monument will be commenced next week. 

1889, May 11 -- The bronze s tatue which i s to surmount the 
confederate monument to be erect~d here on the 24th was 
s hipped from New York today. 

THE MONU1IENT UNVEILIKG -- Pursuant to adjour nment the 
citizens committee having in charge the arrangements atten ding 
the unveiling of the Confederate monument met last nigh t 
wit h W. A . Smoot as chairman prot~m and J ul ian W. Holt 
.secr .etar y ... 

1889, May 15 -- MONUMENT MATTERS -- A meeting of the joint 
committee on invitatons of the unveiling ceremonies of the 
24th inst. will be held this evening at t he Columbia errgine 
house at 8 o ' c l ock . 

The monument was s hippe~ f rom Richmond yeste r day and is 
expected to arrive here today. Mr. W. Leal of Ri chmond 
who executed the work, is expected here tom9rr ow to super­
v ise the work of placing it in posit ion . It is of Virginia 
granite, suitably ins~~ibed and has been-pronounced an 
excellent p iece of work . 

The bronze statue which t_s to surmount the monument arrived 
here today via the Pennsylvania Rail road from New York. 

1889, .May 16 -- MONUMENT MATTERS - - The joint committees on 
invi tation of Lee Camp and citize ns ·for th~ unveiling 
ce remon ies met last night at the Columbia engine hous e . 
Mayor Downham presiding . Reports from the secretary of the 
number of invitations sent out were m~de. Capt . Mushbach 
was authorized to extend invitations to s everal Washington 
companies to attend t h e unveilingof the monument . The 
Mayors of the cities and towns in the State were also invited 
to be present on that occasion. 

The camp committee of arrangeme nts also met last night and 
a dded the fol l owing names to the lis t of invi ted -guests; 
v i z. Gen . E . P . Alexander, Columbus, Ga . Cap~. R . E. Lee 
West Point, Va . ; Capt . C.U. Wi liams, Richmond; Yaj . R . H. 
Turner, Front Royal; Mr . R . LeG. Johnston, Washington and 
Mrs . J.E . B . Stuart, Mrs . T . J. Jackson, Mrs . G. E . Pickett, 
Mrs . Fitzhugh Lee and Miss Mildred Lee 

The chairman reported the route of the procession, which 
will be published hereafter . The Marshal was author ized 
to use McBurney '-s Hall to be used a·s headquarte:cs for the 
visiting veterans . 
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1889, May 16 The work of rigging the derrick, etc. for 
erecting the monument was finished today and the erection of 
the monument which is now in the city will be commenced tomorrow. 

, 

In the northeast corner of the base block will be deposited a 
box containing a history of the camp and of the monument, a 
list of officers and members of the camp, a copy of the 
constitution and by- laws, a copy of the Gazette, etc. 

1889, May 17 -- CONFEDERATE MONUMENT MATTERS -- The citizens 
committee met at the Council Chamber last night with Mayor 
E.E . Downham pre siding, and further considered matters per­
taining to the monument unveiling ceremonies. It was decided 
to invite the whole city government and place carriages at 
its disposal. The sum of. $50 was appropriated to each of the 
following organizat i ons for the purpose of securing music, 
viz. Alexandria Ligbt 1.nf..antry, Uniform Rank K of P., St . 
John's Cadets, Columbia S . F. E. Company, Hyrau:lions, S .·F. 
E. Company, Friendship Firehouse Company, Relief Hook and 
Ladder Company and Osceola Tribe Improved Order.of Red Men. 
A committee on press invitat ions was appointed. The collecting 
committee reported that all companies doing business in the 
city had responded to their calls except one, which had 
decl a red to do so. Comma nder W.A. Smoot of Lee Camp reported 
the route of the procession which had been de cided upon. The 
r6ute is as follows: 

The line will -form on Washington 'street, right resting ·on 
Cameron and will proceed down Cameron to Fairfax, down Fair­
fax to King, up King to Payne , down Payne to Prince, down 
Prince to Columbus, down Columbus to Duke, down Duke to 
Fairfax, up Fairfax to Prince, up Prince to St. Asaph, up 
St. Asaph to King, up King to Washington, on Washington to 
Oronoko, counte rma rch to P rince where the unve iling ceremonies 
will take place. 

Capt . Mushbach of t h e military invitation committee has re­
ce ived a l etter from Col. F.H . ·Smith of the Virginia Military 
Institute, stating tha t as the members of t he Cadet Corp are 
now busily engage d in preparing for their examination the y 
cannot accept the invitation to be present on the occasion 
of the monume nt unveiling. Capt. Mushbach has also rece ived 
a lette r from Col. Nulton of the Fourth Virginia Re giment 
in which he regrets his inability to bring his r egime nt here 
on the 24th inst. owing to previous en gagements . Capt. M. 
expect s four compan i es from Washington to take part in the 
para.de. 

The work of e r e ctin g the monument has bee n a ctive ly pushe d 
a ll da y, an d crowds of citize n s we re attracte d to th e premise s 
to witness the operations. The work, it is e xpected, will b e 
comple t e d in a f e w days when the statue, "Appomattox," will 
b e raise d to its po s ition. 

*This ev e ning the box and its cont e nt s des cr ibe d in ye st e rda y' ~ 
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Gazette was deposited in the northeast corner of the monument, 
without ceremony, however. 

1 889, May 18 -- THE CONFEDERATE MONUMENT COMPLETED -- The work 
of erecting the Confederate monument at the corner of Prince 
and Washington streets was finished today and this evening 
the bronze statue, "Appomattox," was raised to its pos ition. 
The statu e which had been stored in the old Washington Hall 
building, was unpacked early th i s evening for inspection and 
found to be all right . I t was again cov~red after being raised 
to i ts position and will not be exposed to the public view 
till the ceremonies on the 24th. The monument is of Richmond 
(gray) granite. The lettering is plain. It comprises the 
names of those who died in --the service, under their commands 1 

heading. The inscription on the face of the pedestal is: . 

Erec-ted 
to the memory of the 
Confederate Dead 
of Al exandria, Va. 
by their 
Survi ving Comrades 
May 24th, 1889. 

Captain 1\-lushbach, of the mi i tary- invitation committee, has 
been informed that the F~rst Vi rgi~ia regiment will be unable 
to attend the ceremonies, as the members are now· preparing 
for the regiment al inspection whcih takes place-on the 25th. 
The Bethel Cadets have also been forced to decline the invita­
tion on account of school duties. The Washington Merchant 

-Rifles, Capt. Costinet, h ave accepted the i nvitation and will 
be present on the occasion. 

. . 
T8-89, . May :20 -- .. Monument· Affairs -: ... The wor.k o.f cleaning .and 

polishing the Confederate monument to be unveiled on Friday 
next was begun today and will be completed in a day or two . 
Mr. Leale, the builder, wi l l leave for Richmond this evening . 
Tomorrow Mr. Wm. Chauncey of this city will cut on the north 
side the following inscription ''They died in the conscious­
ness of duty faithfully performed. 11 

Today the monument was uncovered for a short time in order 
that a photograph of it might be taken . The photograph will 
be sold by Lee Camp on the day of the unveiling . 

The grand stand which is to be erected to the south of the 
monument, for the unveiling ceremonies, will be put up on 
Thursday next. 

Capt. Mushbach, of the military invitation com .. mittee has 
extended an invitation to the Georgetown College Cadet Corps 
to take part in the unveiling ceremonies, and i t i s expected 
they will attend. 

Among the camp of veterans that will attend are Maury Camp 
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of Fredericksburg, a delegation from Pickett Buchanan Camp 
of Norfolk , and Clinton Hatcher Camp of Leesburg. 

The time for the moving of the procession has been fixed at 
12 0 1clock . 

1889, May 21 -- Monument Affairs-,-- The citizens committee pursuant 
to adjournment met last night a:t the Council Chamber with 
Mayor E.E. Downham in the chair, and completed arrangements 
toward the unveiling of the Confederate monument on Friday . 
The treasur~r Mr. George A. Appich was authorized to dra~ 
and receipt for the $300 recently appropriated by the City 
Council. Mr. Downham reported that Capt. W.A . Smoot and 
himself had succeeded in getting from t~e War Department a 
number of flags for decorating. It w~s resolved that the 
citizens be requested to decorate their houses along the 
route of .the proccession. It was· deci'd-ed to have a ·pyrotechnic 
display on Friday night at the monument., and a committee 
consisting of Messrs. Thos. Patton, Downham, Holt, Hill and 
Lucas, was appointed to procure the necessary pyrotechnics. 
The press committee reported that about 10 inv i tations had 
been sent out by that committee to the members of the press 
of Baltimore, Washington and Virginia . A c heck for $50 was 
received from the Vir~inia Midland Railroad Company . The 
meetirig t hen adjourned till Wednesday night when the final 
arrangements wi ll be made. -

The committee .o f arrangements of R . E. Lee Camp met at their 
rooms last night, ·chairman Smoot presiding who stated t h at 
he had appointed as aides for the ceremonies on Friday next, 
the 24th inst, the following Col . Llewellen Roxton and Edmund 
Berkeley, and Messrs. J.M. Love, D . A. Windsor , T . C . Pilcher, 
etc ... . it was decided that the procession should form 
on Washington .str.e,et .i .n the f.o.110-wilng o r . .de.r .. . . 

Governor Lee and wife wil l arrive in this city on the evening 
of the 23d and be the guests of Capt. P.B . Hooe ... 

1889, May 24 - - Unveiling of the Monument -- The laudable i dea, 
conceived a year or two ago , of erecting a suitable monument 
to perpetuate to the memory of those of the historic 17th 
Virginia regiment who yielded up their lives during the four 
years civil war, and which soon evolved into a fix purpose, 
culmi nated today in the unve ilingat the intersect i on o f 
Prince and Washington s treets 0£ a memorial in their honor 
which would do credit to any city . The inte r e s t manif e sted 
in the e rection of the monument had from the start bee n 
earn e st, and while no intemperate zeal had been apparent, the 
originators and thsoe engaged in the pe rfection of the work 
have evinced a determination a nd an indefatigable energy 
which augured its entire success from the first incept i on o f 
the project . The various stages i n the work have been 
chronicled in the Gazette from time to time; hence their 
r e p·e:t i tion·now is unnece ssary; 
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/ The joyful anticipation of the scene of today has been more than 
realized and at he conclusion of the ceremonies connected with 
the unveiling the vast assemblage parted from what will henceforth 
be considered a sacred spot both edified and instructed. The 
addresses of the renowned speakers were pathetic and ent rancing, 
at times sending electrical thrills through their audience, as 
was evinced by the hurrah and applause which so often rent the 
air. 

The ocyasion far exceeded anything in the way of parade or open 
air meeting ever seen in Alexandria, the city from daybreak 
having put on i ts holiday attire. The population was s oon 
doubled by the large-influx of visitors and former residents 
from every point-of the compass and the streets presented an 
animated appearance. In addition to the ext raordinarily large 
numbe.r landed by boats ., parties from .the .neighborin.g country 
in carriages and all sorts of vehicle pou~ed into the streets 
fro~ early morn and by noon the neighborhood of the statue was 
packed by a huge mass of humanity. The weather was about as 
pleasant as could have been wished for bright sunshine with the 
temperature low enough to render one comfortable. 

There has been an interval of over three decades since a statue 
was erected through public s~irit by Ale~andrians, the last 
having been the beautiful and impos ing shaft in Ivy Hill ceme­
t€ry, reared, like the one displayed t o the public today to xhe 
memory of men who died in the faithful discharge of their duty 
--not, however, a~id the clash of war .... 

Children and grandchildren of the fal len heroes of the old 17th 
mingled to day in the assemblage around the monument which will 
henceforth perpetuate the memory of men who so no·bly responded 
to . t.he call of their native State whil-e in the concourse the 
number Who remembered or witnessed the hasty departure of the 
Alexandria companies from the same spot just twenty eight years 
ago was by no means insignificant. 

War to a large percentage of the present generation is only 
known through history; they were either unborn or too, young to 
have witnessed the terrible fruits of carnage or to have realized 
the self abnegation of men who voluntar4yshouldered their mus ­
kets in defense of what is sincerely believed to be sacred, and 
many there were who, while they stood around that monument today 
lapsed into a thoughtful mood, when the panorama of the scene 
of the four years conflict passed through their minds . 

The point at which the monument has been placed is conceded to be 
the most central and at the same time the most appr opriate in 
the city. As stated above, it was from this place that the 
Alexandria companies took their departure to join fortunes with 
their Southern brethern, and though several other localities 
had been suggested, the corner of Prince and Washington streets 
has ever been looked upon as the most suitable spot on which to 
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place the memorial to the fallen heroes. ·The altitude and 
width of the latter thoroughfare rendering the monument more 
conspicious from a distance than would have been the case had 
it been placed in any other section of the city . 

Crowds r emained in close proximity to the monument all the 
morning and as noon drew on, the time at which the procession 
formed, the streets in the neighborhood became almost impassable. 
while windows, porches, door steps and front and side yards 
of-neighboring houses were filled to repletion . 

(Speeches given by Governor Fitzhugh .Lee of Virginia; Capt . 
R. Travers Daniel of Richmond on the part of John Elder, 
the Artist) 

When Ca~t. Daniel concluded his remarks, Miss Virginia Corse, 
daughter of GEnl. M. D. Corse drew the cords and the monument 
which had up to this time been veilec]. was exposed to view . 

1889, May 23 -- Tomorrow, the day of the unveiling of the Confederate 
Monument, will be observed in this city as a partial holiday. 
After the morning hours the city offices wil l be closed as will 
also most of the business houses, both merchants and clerks being 
anxious to either take part in or witness the-ceremonies . The 
school s , both public and private, will give holiday and there 
will be a general ~urn out of the cit izens and business i~ ~ 
measure will be suspended. · 

1889, M~y 23 -- A monument to th~ Confederate private will be erected 
in this city tomorrow. But were all the bronze and marble in 
the world destroyed, the memory of the men who composed the 
Confederate ~rmie,s woul.d .be .p .r .es.erv.e.d .as .. long,.as the .hiBtorJ.an 
told a true story or the bard sang a true song. And as much 
as has been extol l ed the gal lantry and daring and fortitude of 
the Confederate privates, the half has not been told. When the 
flags of their States were raised, not only the young but the 
old men and boys rallied around them, poor and rich alike , and 
during the four years those flags were unfurled, through rain 
and shine, through beat and cold, often half starved, ragged 
and barefooted, they followed them patiently and without mur ­
muring as long as they could be seen through t he suffocating 
dust of dry and burning roads, and through the smoke of battle, 
up to t he cannon mouth; men reared in luxury and with slaves 
to supply their every want, shoulder to shoulder, and faring 
alike with comrades to whom riches had ben debarred, all animated 
by the same devotion to duty, love of State and hope of indepen­
dence that had inspired their 11 rebel" ancestors in the Revolu­
tionary war, whose hardships and sufferings never equaled their 
own. The cause they fought for, too they had been taught from 
their infancy to believe was true; they also knew that the boys 
sent to West Point lear ned it from the text books i n use there . 
They were as convinced that they were right, as that what they . 
read in the bibles given them by their mothers, wives and swee~­
hearts when they left h ome was true . The ir cause wen t down, 
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their blood was spil l ed and their misery endured in vain ; but 
success is not the measure of merit to right thinking men, and 
though their glorious but short lived natiai has now no material 
existence, and its few surviving flags represent nothing but 
a sentiment, it will live forever in the hearts of those who 
admire heroic and unselfish patriotism and as long as time shall 
last all such wi l l love to do honor to the memory of the Con ­
federate private. 

188S, June 20 ·- - A gentleman from Accotink called at this office 
today and suggested that Lee Camp put up a contribution box 
on the railing- s u rrounding the Confederate monument to aid in 
keeping.it.in repair . He said he was a Union.soldier during 
the wir and, with others, would gladly contribute towards such 
an object. 

1890, January 9 -- THE MONUMENT - - In the House of Delegates yesterday 
Mr . Hume introduced a bill to ratify and confirm the action of 
the City Council of Alexandria allowing Lee Camp to erect a monu­
ment to the Confederate dead. 

1890, January 31 - - the General Assembly passed a bill for the 
protection of the statue. I n part it reads as follows: 

11 An whereas it is the desire of the said Robert-E. Lee 
Camp of Confederate Veterans-a~d also the citiz~ns 
and inhabitants of said City of Alexandria that-such 
monument shall remain in its present position as a perpe­
tual and lasting testimonial to ~he courage, fidelity 
and patriotism of the heroes in whose memory it was 
erected . .. the permission so given by the said City 
Council of Alexandria for its erection shall not be 

· · · repeal·ed, -•-re-voke-d, a.Ttered ·modi f ied, or ·change·d by any 
future Counci or other municipal power or authority ." 

1892, October 26 - - Confederate Statue was copyrighted . · Copyright 
specified that R.E. Lee Camp was the owner. Copyright 43413 
- - Copyrighted as a design for statuary described as a "monument 
erected to the memory of their dead comrades - - copyright A.R . 
Spofford, Librarian of Congress . William A. Smoot, Commander 
or R.E . Lee Camp also signed. 

1892 , October 27 -- COPYRIGHTED - - The me mbers of Le e Camp of t his 
city have had copyrighted the Statue of Appomattox erected in 
this city in memory of the confederate soldiers of Alexandria 
who were killed or died during the war . The statue is s uch a 
fine work of art that it has attracted general a t tention and 
several like it have been erected elsewhere . To put a stop 
to this duplication the camp concluded it was best to have the 
statue copyrighted, and this was done yesterday . 
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1895, December 14 -- THE MONUMENT IMPROVEMENT -- Capt. W. H. Smoot, 
coITL~ander of the camp, has not yet appointed a com..mittee to 
collect funds for improving the street around the Confederate 
monument at the corner of Prince and Washington streets. On 
Dece mber 9, 1890 a communication was received from R.E. Lee 
Camp petitioning Council to repair the intersection of Wash­
ington and Prince stree ts. The paper was referred to the 
conuni ttee on streets. On January 27, 1891, the com.rni ttee on 
streets submitted the following report: The committee ·on 
streets would recormnend that the sum of $300 be appropriated 
towards paving the intersect ion of Washington and Prince 
streets with either vitr ified brick or granite Belgian blocks, 
and renewing crossings at said intersection, provided that 
R.E. Lee Camp -will •make up t he n.ec-essary amount to put down. 
either of these improved pavements they may select , the work 
to be done under the direction of the committee on streets. 

The report was called up February 10th. In the Gazette's 
report Capt. Herbert Bryant said he thought Lee Camp would 
experience_ no trouble in raising enough money to pay t h e ad­
ditional cost for the improvement should Council appropriate 
three hundred dollars. The entire cost would be about one 
thousan~ dollars . The report was lost by the following vote: 
5 to 2 ._ 

1897, December 21 -- . . . It wa~ proposed to city council to make 
an asphalt pavement at the intersection of Washington and 
Prince streets, where the Confederate monument stands, and 
place an ornamental lamp on·· each corner. 

1"899 , Sep'te·mber- 1 3 -- -( City . C.ounc.i l .minutes) ·~ . . The .c l erk read a 
communication from Lee Camp, Confederate Veterans, asking t hat 
a vitrified brick or asphalt pavement be placed at the crossing 
of Prince and Washington streets. 

1 900 , March 7 -- Two boys who were throwing snowballs at the 
Confederate monument yesterday were remonstrated with by a 
lady, whereupon they became quite rude and disrepectful . 

1 900, July 3 -- CO~FEDERATE VETERANS . . The regular monthly 
meeting of R.E. Lee Camp, Con federate Veterans was he l d in 
their hall . . . The monument com~ ittee met a f ter t he camp 
adjourned, and discussed some matters in regard to the im­
provement of the ground around the monument . 

1900, September 22 - - THE ~[ONmIENT D1PROVE:.IENTS - - The work of 
lay i n g the sewer pipes at the i n tersection of Prince and 
Washington streets, preparatory to the impr ovement of the 
s treet around the Confederate monument, wil l be comme nced on 
Mondav and completed as soon as possible. The committee of 
Lee Camp, vhim have charge of the street improvement, have al-

l most cornp l eted their a!'rangements an d the y expect to comrnence 
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the laying of a v i trified brick pavement, stone curbing, etc. 
as soon as the sewer work is done. The details of the proposed 
improvement have already been mentioned in the Gazette. 

1900, October 6 - - The work of lay ing the sewer pipes at the corner 
of Washington and Prince streets, preparatory to paving around 
the Confederate monument, h as been almost finished. 

1900, October 29 - - The vitrified block to be used in laying the 
pavement around the Confederate monument have been shipped from 
New Cumberland, West Virginia, and are expected here daily . On 
their arrival the work of l aying the pavement will be commenced 
at once. 

190·0, Oc·tober ·30, - - T·he work of -tearing -up the cobblestone pavement 
around the Confederate monument priparatory to the laying of the 
vitrified block pavement there has been commenced. 

1900, December 4 - - .R.E. LEE CAMP -- .. . Steps were taken in reference 
to placing on the Confederate monument the name of Capt. Jas. 
W. Jackson who was killed in this city may 24, 1861. 

1900, December 14 -- WORK STOPPED -- The committee of the Lee Camp 
h_aving in charge the work of impr.oving the street around t he 
Confederate monument he ld a meeting . last even1ng to consider 
whether or not the work at the monument should be cont inued or 
stopped . . . . . The ent i re matter was gone over and i t was decided 
that as winter has arrived and frost was in the ground it 
would be unsafe to continue the task of paving. The committee 
decided to take no risks and ordered t he work stopped and the 
str-eet to .be put -in :s h:a.p·e fo .r ·the pa.ssa..ge .-of veh ic1.es. · 

1901, January 7 - - Four temporary gas lamps have been placed around 
the Confederate Monument at the corner of Prince a nd Washington 

.street. 

1 901 , April 23 -- WORK AT THE MONUMENT - - The area around the Con ­
federate monument and for some distance into Prince a nd Washington 
streets is nearly covered with vitrified brick and the appea rance 
is beautiful--more so than many supposed would be the case . 
The mound around the monument - - the portion encl os e d by 
granite coping- -is being beautified and wi 11 te conve rted into 
an a ttrac tive grass plot and floral bed. 

1 901, May 2 - - THE CONFEDERATE MONUMENT - - The work of imp r oving the 
site of the Confederate monument at the intersectio n of Prince 
and Wa shington streets bas been about completed, an ri t he block , 
now the most beautiful in the city, occasions no llt 1le pride 
to every Alexandrian . The monument is surro unded t y a grass 
plot, enclosed by granite curbing, on which are ~i1~ Rt ed pedes­
tals for gas l a mps . Out s ide of the curbin g the s trPc t is paved 
wi t h vitrifie d brick . Spe cia l e xercises will occu r at this 
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place on the 24th instant . Confederate memorial day. The 
e n tire work reflects much credit upon all who have prosecuted 
i t, as ·everything has been done in the most approved and car e ­
ful manner. The designer of the improvement was City Engineer 
Holcombe . 

1902 , March 2 7 -- KNOCKED OVER A VASE The vases around the Con -
federate Monument at the intersection of Prince and Washington 
streets seem to be charged with loadstone when bicyclists attempt 
to spin near them . A week or two ago a colored boy was arrested 
and fi ned for knocking one· over with his whee l and on Tuesday 
another luckless colored i ndividual on~ wheel toppled one 
off its pedestal by colliding with it . Jhe vitrified brick 
pavi ng at the intersect i on affords a temptation to youngsters 
to utilize the area i nto a sort·of circus ring, and when they 
reach that_ place they almost invariably make a few circuits 
befor e leaving the l·ocal·i ty . 

1913, Noverrrber 28 , -- FENCE DAMAGED - - A lar ge touring car 
col lided with the iron fence on the north side of the Confederate 
monument at Prince and Washington streets early last night 
and knocked it out of position. The occupants are unknown to 
the police . 

1914, J anuary 6 - - CANNON TO BE MOUNTED . -- The Confederate monu­
ment l ot, at the intersection of Prine~ and south Washington · 

- streets, i n the center of which stands the monument to the 11 Le-s.t 
Cause" i s to be re-arranged and the two cannon which were · 
recently p r esented to the city by the United States government, 
are to be c l eaned and placed at the foot of the statue . The 
cannon a r e of bronze and are 12 pound napoleons.(doubtful if done?) 

1915 , January 30 --· VETERANS TO MAKE WILL - - Mary Custis Lee and 
1 7.t·h7 Vir.-gi·n i:a .Chap.ter.s U .: D ... C.. Ma.:y :Bee&me Ben.ef iciaries 

An important meeting of R.E. Lee Camp of Confederate Veterans 
will be held on Monday night at which time a committee will 
report on the question of the camp making its will, a novel 
idea among organizations . Whfile the camp has a membership of 
89 at present and the large majority are looking forward to 
spending many years here, it is felt good business pol i cy re­
quired that they consider the time when the organization will 
go out of existence . It is probable that the camp will leave 
its home on Prince street to the Mary Custis Lee and the 17th 
Virginia Regiment chapters of the Daughters of the Confederacy. 

1923 October 22 -- CONFEDERATE MONUMENT - - The fence around the 
' Confederate Monument, all broken and bent, will present a ter -
rible picture to the eyes of the thousands who will visit the 
city durin g the Masonic Memoria l exe r cises to be h eld here 
in less than two weeks . 

There is little time to think of building a new fence but this 
one, at lea st, could be to rn away and the plot of ground around 
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the monument could be cleared up sufficiently to present a 
scene not the eye-sore the monument is in its present condition. 

Then, l ater, perhaps four standard bearing lights could be 
ere .. ~ted to the north, south , east and west of t his bronze figure 
that would make the scene, from whatever angle viewed, one ,of 
beauty. 

1923, December 17 -- Wo~k of Beautifying Confederate Monument May 
be complete Jan. 19. - - Work has been resumed on the beauti­
fi cation of the Confederate monument and it is hoped that the 
improvem~nts including four new lights, will be complete by 
January 19, the night of the annual banquet of R. E. Lee Camp, 

-Confederate Veteran s. City manager Rich says that the material 
should be in place b y that date. 

For many years the fence that formerly s urrounded t he plot of 
ground on which the monument stands was kept in a continu al 
state of bad repair by automobiles which frequently wrecked 
here on account of the difficult turn necessitated by t he 
fence . This plot has been cut down in s ize and will be left 
open. Four bright white lights-will illuminate the big bronze 
figure from the center of the approaching streets. 

1924, February 5 -- Erect Standards For Confederate Soldier Statue. 
The four iron standards have-b~en erected at the Confederate 
monument at Washington and Prince streets and as soon as some 
other necessary equipment is received the lights will be turned 
on . The standards are of cast iron with a bronze finish and 
an eagle is perched on the top o1 each . The sta~dards give a 
fine setting to the monument and whe:t?- the lights are turned 
on this will be a great improvement over former conditions 
-a-round the·· ·mo-numen t . ··,Inc i ·d·en:t-al 1 y · it w:i..·11 ·gr·e ·a t l y illuminate 
the square which is one of the darkest in the city 

1924, February 6 -- Monument is Illuminated -- Confederate Statue 
Light were turned on Last Night -- The lights.were turned on at 
the Confederate monument last night. Large white frosted globes 
have been placed in position on the four in four iron standards 
surrounding the monument. The illumination proved a help to 
pedestrians along the street and proved most attractive, giving 
a pretty setting for the handsome monument. 

Within the next day or so the earth around the monume nt will 
be leveled and grass seed sown and when the grass comes up th i s 
spring the place inclosed in coping will look just as attractive 
as ever. 
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ADDENDUM 

1990, .July 30 - - THE CONFEDERATE MONUMENT -- The committee 
appointed by R.E. Lee Camp, Confederate Veterans to super­
intend the proposed improvement at the Confederate monu­
ment, corner of Prince and Washington streets, have about 
determined upon plans for an early beginning of the work 
and bids will be considered at an early date. A grass 
plot will surround the monument, to be about sixty feet 
through one direction and forty in· the other. This will 
be inclosed by a granite curbing. At the four corners of 
the figure there will be pedestals ·. on which lamps wi ll 
probably be placed. Outside of the curbing the street 
for a distance of several feet on every side will be paved 
with vitrified brick. 

COPYRIGHT FOR THE CONFEPERATE STATUE 

T6 The Librarian of Congress, 
Washington , D . C. 

Alexandria, Va. Oct. 
24th, 1 892 

Sir: The unders i gned representing the R.E. Lee Camp of 
Confederate Veterans , Alexandria, Va .. owners of the monument 
erected to the memory of th~ i r dead comrades, desire a 
copyright of the statue, 

We enclose a photograph and the fee of one do l lar. You 
wil firld herewith a full description of the ·monument on 
page 31 of Pamphl et, which please file with this applica-
tion. · -

Very respectfully, 

W.A. Smoot, Commander 
Edgar Warfield, 
Adjutant 

Monument Committee 

M.D. Corse 
Edgar Warfield 
J . R. Zimmerman 
R . M. Latham 

Copyright granted 26 October 1892 NO . 43413 -
signed: A. N. Spofford, Librarian of Congress 
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DEED FROM R.E. LEE CAMP #2, Confederate Veterans" of Alexandria 
to 

11 Mary Custis Lee, 17th Va. Regiment, Chapter No. 7, U .D. C. '' of 
Alexandria, Va. 

This deed, made this first day of January, 1 924, between the R.E. 
Lee Camp #2, Confederate Veterans of Al exandria, Virginia, a 
corporation created and existing under the laws of the State of 
Virginia, of the first part , and the Mary Custis Lee-17th Virginia 
Regiment Chapter #7, United Daughters of the Confederacy, of 
Al exandria, Virginia, a corporation createa and existing under· 
the laws of th~ State of Virginia, of the second part; 

Witnesseth: Whereas at a regular meeting of the R.E. Lee Camp 
#2, Confederate Veterans of Alexandria, Virginia, held on the 
th.i rd day of December, in the year 1923, the following resolution 
was unan imous l y adopted: 

Whereas, on November 7th, 19?1, a rescnution was duly adopted 
donatin g the lot of ground with the improvements thereon and the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate on the south side of 
Prince Street, between Co l umbus and Alfred Streets, known as No. 
806 Prince Street, in the City of Alexandria, Virgini a, to the 
Mary Custis Lee - 17th Virginia Regime nt Chapter No. 7, United 
Daughters of the Con f ederacy ·'of Alexandria, Virginia; now there ­
fore, be it 

Resolved, tha~ a sufficient deed conveying t he said property to 
the said Chapter be executed by the Camp, and John R . Zimmerman, 
Commander , is hereby dire cte d and authorized to sign the name of 
the Camp and to - affix its corporate seal to the said deed . 

And whereas, one of the objects stated in the Char ter of the 
Mary ·Cus t i s ··Lee-1"7t'h Virgi:nil1: · Regiment #7 , ·un:ite··d Daughters ,a:f 
the Confederacy, is to take over, manage and hold the property, 
real and persona l, of the said R.E. Lee Camp #2, Confederat e Vet ­
erans, of Alexandria, Vi rginia , on the terms and conditions 
which may be set forth in t he conveyance of said property to 
it. 

Now, therefore this deed further witnesseth, that in considera­
tion of the premises and of the sum of ten dollars ($10 ) the said 
R.E. Lee Camp No. 2, Confederate Veterans, par ty of the first part 
does give and grant unto the said Mary Cus t is Lee - 17th Virginia 
Regiment No. 7, United Da ughters o f the Confederacy, of the second 
part, al l that certain lot of ground with its improvements and 
appurtenances, situate, on the s outh side of Prince Street, be­
tween Columbus and Alfred Streets, known as No. 806 Prince Street , 
in the City of Alexandria , Virginia, de scribed as follows : 

Beginning on the south side of Prin ce Street at the west 
corner of Smoot's (Formerly Daniel Bryan's) lot, and west 
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of Columbus Street, and running thence south 
parallel to Columbus Street, one hundred feet 
to an alley thirteen fe_et, seven inches wide ; '.; _' !":,., . ,,. 
thence with said alley,' parallel to Prince Str eet, 
west fifty feet to the line of Hunter's (fo~~~rly 
James ~Van~ant's)lot; thence north parallel to 
Columbus Street, one hudnred feet to Prince Street; 
and thence east and binding on Prince Street fifty 
feet iDthe point of beginning; it being t he same 
property conveyed to the said party of the first 
part· by a de_ed from Wm . · A. Smoot and wife dated the 
15th day of July, 1903, and recorded in Deed Book 
51, page 6, one of the land records of ~he city of 
Alexandria, Virginia. 

... • :·: . ·- ~ fi) -...... -

The said party of the first part covenants that i t has the right 
to convey the said property to the grantee, that the grantee 
shall have quiet possession thereof, and that it will execute 

_such further assurances thereof as may be requisite. 

Witness the signature and seal of said R . E . Lee Camp No. 2, 
Confederate Veterans of Alexandria, Virginia, signed and affixed, 
under the authority of . the resolution aforesaid, by the Commander 
of said camp , John R . Zimmerman. 

(Seal) --

Teste: Edgar Warfield, Sr. 
Adjutant, R.E. Lee Camp 

No. 2, Confederate Veterans 

Alexandria Deedbook: 88, p . 561 . 

R . E. Lee Camp No . 2 
Confederate Veterans 

By John R. ·Zimmerman, 
Commander 



2 merchants 
1 lawyer 
14 cler ks 
2 students 
3 pr'i.n ters 
3 carpenter s 
2 tailo r s 
2 molders 
L brickl ayer 
1 wheelwright 
1 baker 
1 huckster 
3 farmers 
1 shoemaker 
2 plaisters 

21. 

OcEupatiorial List of Those whose Names 
Appear · on the Confederate Statue 
and Who Belonged to the 17th Va. 

Regiment 

1 professional soldier 
2 merchants' 
14 whose occupation is not l isted 
5 laborers 
1 tinner 
1 painter 
1 brickmaker 
1 soapmaker 

August 23, 1988 
Courtesy of Col . W~. Glasgow 

Doub~ful if more than 8 out of the 100 individuals whose 
name appe a r on the st a tue ever owned slaves --
T~m 



APPOMATTOX STATUE 

A MEMORIAL TO 
ALEXANDRIA'S 

CONFEDERATE DEAD 

Prince and Washington Streets 
Alexandria, Virginia 



The names of 100 men inscribed on the West 
and East sides of the pedestal. 

West Side: 17th Virginia Infantiy: 

Company A -Capt. A. J. Humphreys, Sgt. 
Addison Saunders, Sgt. W. T. Monill, Corp. 
J. H. L. Sangster, Frank Abbot, E. V. 
Faitfax, Robt. H. Green, Eph. Hartley, Hugh 
S. Hite, L. L. Hutchinson, R. Comad 
Johnson, Daniel M. Lee, Samuel McMurran, 
T. A. Partlow, Thos. R. Sangster, John N. 
Swann 

Company lE -Sgt. Jas. A. Proctor, Corp. W. 
M. Harper, Corp. Jas. E. Molair, Corp. Geo. 
T. Warfield, Jno. T. Allison, Jos, Bushby, 
Jos. Calmes, Jno. T Cook, B . F. Emerson, 
Jno. Gt·eenwood, H. Kidwell, W. T. Padgett, 
Jos. Pem1, A. E. Skidmore, Jos. Williams, A. 
Wools 

Company G -Lieut. W. E. Gt·ay, Lieut. 
Saml. B. Paul, Lieut. Jno. F. Addison, Sgt. 
Jas. W. Ivor, Corp. P. Doyle, D . Dohoney, P. 
Hanington, Jno. H01rigan, Jas. Keating, Jno. 
Murphy, Wm. Pmcell 

Company H -Lieut. Thos. V. Fitzhugh, Sgt. 
W. H. Boyer, Sgt. W. A. Lovelace, Corp. W. 
H. H. Smith, J. W. Baldwin, F. S. Ballenger, 
C. P. Ballenger, E. S. Beacham, R. E. 
Buchanan, Chas. R. Burgess, W. A. 
Castleman, Hayden Fewell, Wm. J. Higdon, 
P. Lanon, W. H. Lunt, D. McDermont, Jno. 
T. Mills, Jno, S. Murray, B. F. Padgett, Wm. 
Tenett, Momoe Whittington 

Company I - Jno. S. Hart, A. Gousher, Jno. 
Slemmer 

East Side: 

Alexandria Artillery - Ed. Calmes, E. Frank 
Elliott,P. Foster, Jas. Greenwood, W. 
Harding, Thos. A.Petty, Robt. Posey, Thos. 
Murphay, Richard Owens. 

Other Commands - Col. Wm. Orton 
Williams, C.S.A.; Col. Lewellyn Powell, 
C.S.Arty; Lt. Col. S.W. Presstman, · Eng. 
Corps; Lt. Col. W. F. Lee, 33rd Va. lnfty; 
Maj. Johnston de Lagnel, Arty, 
P.A.C.S.;Lieut. Hany White, Co. D., 
Scruggs, Bat.;Lieut. Benj. King, 13th La. 
fufty; Lieut. A. J. Amold,Co. F ., 5th Va. 
fufty; Sgt. W. Craig Page, Co. B., 
2ndMd.Infty; Eugene Webster, Eng. Corp; 
Randolph Fairfax, Rockbridge Arty.; H. J. 
Brent, Stribling's Arty. ; Wilson turner, Horse 
Arty.; Thos. B. Turner, Horse Arty.; Peter 
Crane, Co. H ., 4th Va. Cav.; Robt. E. Crapen, 
co. H, 4th Va. Cav.; Mont. Brent, Co. A,6th 
Va., Cav.; C.L. Powell, Jr., Fedsburg Arty.; 
Jas. Foard, Letcher Arty.; Lloyd Powell, Co. 
F, 2nd Va. Infty., Stonewall Brigade; Benj. 
Swann,* James W. Jackson 

Proprietor of Marshall House, killed May 24, 
1861 by the New York Fire Zouaves. Name 
added to the statue in 1900. 

Mary Custis Lee-17th Virginia Regiment 
Chapter #7 

United Daughters of the Confederacy® 

relcamphall@Jwtmail.com 

703-519-2123 

APPOMATTOX 
STATUE 

A MEMORIAL TO 
ALEXANDRJA'S 

CONFEDERATE DEAD 

Prince and Washington Streets 
Alexandria, Virginia 



By the spring of 1861, Southern states had begun 
to secede from the Union. Initially, Virginia 
expressed opposition to secession. After Ft. 
Sumter was fired upon, Abraham Lincoln called 
for Virginia to supply her quota of 8,000 troops 
to help put down the rebellion. On May 23, 
1861, Virginia voted to secede. 

At 2:00 a.m., on May 24, 1861, Federal forces 
seized Alexandria. Unable to defend the city, the 
local militia leaders ordered evacuation. At 6:50 
a.m., the five companies of local militia gathered 
at the intersection of Prince and Washington 
Streets, marched out of town and took the train to 
Manassas Junction. There, they would combine 
with other Confederate companies to form the 
l '1111 Virginia Infantry. Most of these men would 
not return home until 1865. 

In 1885,Edgar 
Warfield, a former 
private in the 17tl• 
Virginia Infantry 
and member of the 
R. E. Lee Camp #2 
Confederate 
Veterans, proposed 

...,.,. a memorial to 
Alexandria's 
Confederate dead. 

Fredericksburg artist John Adams Elder heard of 
the proposal and submitted a model of the figure 
in his well known painting "Appomattox." 

The figure epitomized what the Camp was 
looking for and Elder' s submission was accepted. 
The bronze figure was sculpted by M. Casper 
Buberl of New York and cast by the Herny 
Bennard Bronze Company. The Georgia granite 
base was executed by William Leal of Richmond. 

On November 5, 1888, the Alexandria City 
Council granted the request of the R. E. Lee 
Camp to place the statue at the intersection of 
Prince and Washington Streets, the place from 
which the Confederate troops left the city in 
1861. 

The dedication ceremony was held on May 24, 
1889. Several thousand people attended and 
heard the keynote speech delivered by Gov. 
Fitzhugh Lee, fonner cavahy commander and 
nephew of Robert E. Lee. Around the statue that 
day, the "tattered flags of regiments which the 
Alexandria soldiers had f01med a pa.it were 
displayed. The members of the Camp, as well as 
many who attended, remembered those who had 
given their all." 

Legislation was introduced and passed by the 
Virginia House of Delegates on Januaiy 9, 1890 
ensuring that "Appomattox,, could not and 
would not be moved in the future. 

Considered a fine work of rut, copies began 
springing up in other cities. The R. E. Lee 
Camp was granted a copyright of the statue in 
October 1892. 

Originally, the area around the statue measured 
40 feet by 60 feet, but as the City of Alexandria 
grew and due to the const:mction of the George 
Washington Parkway, the island on which it 
stands has been greatly reduced. 

"Appomattox" is unique among Confederate 
memorials. The figure is unaimed. His eyes are 
downcast. He faces the direction where so many 
died, as he contemplates four years of the 
privations of war upon the Southland. 

Rev. G. H. Norton, chaplain of the R. E. Lee 
Camp, Confederate Veterans at the time of the 
dedication, said it best: 

"May the memories of our departed heroes 
inspire us with patriotic devotion and may all 
hatred and strife be buried in their graves." 

Inscribed on the South side of the pedestal on 
which "Appomattox" stands are these words: 

ERECTED 
TO THE MEMORY OF THE 

CONFEDERATE DEAD 
OF ALEXANDRIA 

BY THEIR 
SURVIVING COI\t1RADES 

MAY24, 1889 

On the North side, the inscription reads: 

THEY DIED IN THE 
CONSCIOUSNESS OF DUTY 
FAITHFULLY PERFORMED 
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STATUTES 



ACTS OF ASSEMBLY. 

CHAP. 119.- An ACT ratifying and confinntng the action of the 
city couocll of Alexandria, allowing R. E. Lee camp of f'onfed• 
erate veterans to erect a mouum,·nt to the Confederate dead at 
intersectl·•ri of Prince and Washington streets, in the city of 
Alexandria, Virginia. 

Approved Janu"r,y 31. 1890. 

Whereas R . E. Lee camp of the Confederate veterans 
have erected a handsome and expensive monument at the 
intersection of Prince and Washington streets, in the 
-city of Alexandria, dedicated to the memory of the Con· 
federate dead; and whereas the city council of Alexe.n­
-dria, by appropriate action, has given its cousent to the 
erection of said monument; and whereas it is t.be desire 
·of said R . E . Lee camp of Confederate veterans, and 
also the citize~s and inhabitants of said city of Alexan­
dria, that said monument sha.11 remain in its present posi­
tion as a perpetual and lasting testimonial to t.be courage, 
:fidelity, a11d patriot.ism of the heroes in whose memory it 
was erected; therefore, 

169 

1. Be it enacted by t.he general assembly of Virginia, 
That the action of the city council of Alexandria in A.pprov&lofthe 
_granting permission for the erect.ion of said monument, ac

1 
tton of thu e 

t th ' . f p . d w h • t t t • C ty COUDC • a e 1ntersechon o rince an as 1ng on s .ree s, 1.n 
the city of Alexandria, be, and t.he same is hereby, 
approved, validated, ratified, and confirmed. , 

2. That said monument shall perpetually re main as at Pt1rpetuaU., 
present erected and located, at the intersection of Prince locat.ed. 

and Washingt.on streets, in the said city of Alexandria, 
and that the permission so given by the said city council 
of Alexandria, for its erect.ion, shall not be repealed,_ 
revoked~ altered, modified, or changed by any fut.ure coun-
-0i1 or other municipal power or a.uthority. 

3. This act shall be in force from its passage. eommencem't. 

CHAP. l!?A>.-An ACT to regulate and restrfot shooting, and to 
pr.-vent the d, struction of wild fowl in the waters of Back ba.y 
aod its tributal"ies, in tbe county of Prln<>.ess Anne, Virginia. 

• Approved January 3l, 1890 . 

1. Be it enacted by the general asRembly of Virginia, 
~at it. shall not be lawful for any person to shoot at or 
k1l! wild fowl in the night time in the waters of Back bay 
or its tributaries, in the county of Princess Anne, eit.ber 
on or from the land, marshes, and shores, or on or from 
t~e waters thereof by the aid of skiffs, floats, batteries, 
sink boxes, blinds, 0°r in any other way (that is to say, 

22 



Virginia Law Concerning Memorials (Monuments) 

§ 15.2-1812. Memorials for war veterans. 

A locality may, within the geographical limits of the locality, authorize and permit the erection of monuments or memorials 
for any war or conflict, or for any engagement of such war or conflict, to include the following monuments or memorials: 
Algonquin (1622), French and Indian (1754-1763), Revolutionary (1775-1783), War of 1812 (1812-1815), Mexican (1846-
1848), Confederate or Union monuments or memorials of the War Between the States (1861-1865) , Spanish-American 
(1898), World War I (1917-1918), World War II (1941-1945) , Korean (1950-1953), Vietnam (1965-1973), Operation Desert 
Shield-Desert Storm (1990-1991), Global War on Terrorism (2000-), Operation Enduring Freedom (2001-), and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom (2003-). If such are erected, it shall be unlawful for the authorities of the locality, or any other person or 
persons, to disturb or interfere with any monuments or memorials so erected, or to prevent its citizens from taking proper 
measures and exercising proper means for the protection, preservation and care of same. For purposes of this section, 
"disturb or interfere with" includes removal of, damaging or defacing monuments or memorials, or, in the case of the War 
Between the States, the placement of Union markings or monuments on previously designated Confederate memorials or 
the placement of Confederate markings or monuments on previously designated Union memorials. 

The governing body may appropriate a sufficient sum of money out of its funds to complete or aid in the erection of 
monuments or memorials to the veterans of such wars. The governing body may also make a special levy to raise the 
money necessary for the erection or completion of any such monuments or memorials, or to supplement the funds already 
raised or that may be raised by private persons, Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion or other organizations. It 
may also appropriate, out of any funds of such locality, a sufficient sum of money to permanently care for, protect and 
preserve such monuments or memorials and may expend the same thereafter as other funds are expended. 

(Code 1950, § 15-696; 1962, C. 623, § 15.1-270; 1982, C. 19; 1988, C. 284; 1997, C. 587; 1998, C. 752; 2005, C. 390; 2010, 
C. 860. ) 
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