Virginia Department of Historic Resources

PIF Resource Information Sheet

This information sheet is designed to provide the Virginia Department of Historic Resources with the necessary data to be able to
evaluate the significance of the property for possible listing in the Virginia I.andmarks Register and the National Register of
Historic Places. This is not a formal nomination, but a necessary step in determining whether or not the property could be

considered eligible for listing. Please take the time to fill in as many fields as possible. A greater number of completed fields will
result in a more timely and accurate assessment. Staff assistance is available to answer any questions you have in regards to this

form.

General Property Information For Staff Use Only

DHR ID #: 100-0284

Property Name(s):  Appomattox Statue

Property Date(s): 1889 oCirca OPre OPost Open to Public? X Yes oLimited oNo
Property Address: Intersection of Prince and City:  Alexandria Zip: 22314

Washington  Streets

County or Ind. USGS Quad(s): 38-48.14.1N 77-02.49.4W
City:
Alexandria

Physical Character of General Surroundings

Acreage: .003  Setting (choose one): X Urban OTown OVillage 0Subutban ORural X Transportation Cotridot
Site Description Notes/Notable Landscape Features:

Heroic bronze statue of unarmed Confederate soldier on granite base. Approximately 2/3 of granite base is

highly polished and inscribed with the names of 99 soldiers and one civilian who were residents of Alexandria

that died in the Civil War. The work sits in 12 foot circle at the intersection of Prince and Washington
Streets, Alexandria, VA.

Secondary Resource Description (Briefly describe any other structures (or archaeological sites) that may contribute to the
significance of the property

Ownership Category: X Private OPublic-Tocal OPublic-State OPublic-Federal

Individual Resource Information

What was the historical use of this resource? FExamples include: Dwelling, Grist Mill, Bridge, Store, Tobacco Barn, etc...

Monument to Alexandria Confederate dead. Marks the spot from which the local militia units evacuated the
city on May 24, 1861.

What is the current use? (if other than the historical use)

Architectural style or elements of styles: Heroic bronze statue on granite base

Artist: John Adams Flder, Fredericksburg, VA Sculpture: Caspar Buberl

Architect, builder, or original owner:

# of stories Conditio gExcellent X Good Fair oDeteriorated O0Poor ORuins ORebuilt ORenovated

n:
Are there any known threats to this Statue sits in the intersection. It is susceptible to auto traffic
property? and environmental factors such as auto emissions.
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Resource Component Information

Please answer the following questions regarding the individual components of the resource. If the component does not exist,

answer “n/a.” Ifvou feel uncomfortable in answering the question, please leave the space blank. Photographs of the features can

also help our staff identify specific feature components. Usually, priority is given to describing features on the primary (front)

facade of the structure.

Foundation: Describe the foundation that supports the structure. Fxamples include piers, continuous brick, poured concrete.
Granite base. 2/3 of which is highly polished a inscribed.

Structure: Describe the primary structural component of the resource. Include primary material used. Fxamples include log,
frame (sawn lumber), and brick.  Also include the treatment, such as a particular brick bond ot type of framing, if known.

Bronze statue on granite base

Walls: Describe the exterior wall covering such as beaded weatherboard or asbestos shingles.
N/A

Windows: Describe the number, material, and form of the primaty windows. This includes the number of panes per sash, what
the sashes are made of, and how the sashes operate (are they hinged or do they slide vertically) Have the windows been replaced?

Architectural Description of Individual Resource: (Plase describe architectural patterns, types, features, additions, remodelings, or
other alterations. A sketch of the current floor plan would be appreciated.)

The heroic bronze figure of a Confederate soldier is unarmed. His eyes are downcast as he surveys the
privations of four years of war upon the South. Two-thirds of the granite base is highly polished and inscribed.
The north side inscription reads: “THEY DIED IN THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF DUTY FAITHFULLY
PERFORMED”. The South side reads: “ERECTED TO THE MEMORY OF THE CONFEDERATE
DEAD OF ALEXANDRIA, VA BY THEIR SURVIVING COMRADES. MAY 24" 1889". The lower
unpolished portion of the South side reads: THIS MONUMENT MARKS THE SPOT FROM WHICH THE
ALEXANDRIA TROOPS LEFT TO JOIN THE CONFEDERATE FORCES. MAY 24, 1861". The East
side has the names of the Alexandria residents who were member of the five Alexandria companies in the 17"
Virginia Infantry and died in the conflict. The West side inscription is the names of those Alexandria residents
who were with other commands and died in the War. The name of James Jackson, proprietor of the Marshall
House, killed by the New York Fire Zouaves, after he killed Col. Elmer Ellsworth, was added in 1900.

Significance Statement: Briefly note anv significant events, personages, and/or families associated with the property.
etailed family genealogies are not necessary.) Please list all sources of information. It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or

genealogies to this form. Normally, only information contained on this form will be posted for consideration by the State Review
Board.

The Appomattox Statue is historically significant for several reasons.
- It is monument to Alexandria's Confederate dead

- It marks the spot where the local militia units gathered on the morning of May 24, 1861 to evacuate the city
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- In the 1890's through the eatly part of the 20th century, it was gathering spot for Union and Confederate
veterans

- It is a fine work of art

Virginia voted to secede from the Union on May 23, 1861. At 2:00 AM on May 24, 1861, Union forces seized
the city. Surrender was demanded of the local militia commander, Col. George Terrett. He refused surrender,
but said he would evacuate his troop. The men of the five local militia units met at the intersection of Prince
and Washington Streets and marched out of town at 6:50 AM. They took the train to Manassas where they
would join with five other companies to become the 17th Virginia Infantry. Most of these Alexandria residents
would not return home for four years. Ninety-nine would not return home at all.

The R. E. Lee Camp #2 United Confederate Veterans was formed in 1884. Ata Camp meeting in April 1885,
Edgar Warfield, a charter member, local druggist, and former private Co. H, the Old Dominion Rifles,
suggested a monument to Alexandria’s Confederate dead. A committee was formed and a contest was
announced.

Noted Fredericksburg artist John Adams Elder submitted a plaster rendering based on his painting
“Appomattox.” Elder was a former Confederate soldier and New York trained artist. He painted Robert E.
Lee eight times. “Appomattox” depicts an unarmed Confederate soldier following the fight at Appomattox.
He surveys the fields of decimated South. Elder had been present at Appomattox for the surrender. Elder’s
submission was quickly accepted. The original plaster model is on display at the R. E. Lee Camp Hall
Museum, 806 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314,

Elder’s friend, sculptor Caspar Buberl was chosen to do the figure. Buberlis noted for the frieze at the Pension
Building in Washington, DC, the statue “Industry” at the Arts and Industries Museum in Washington, DC, and
numerous statues to Civil War regiments in the North and the South.

Fund raising started. The cost of the monument was $3,500.00.

In 1888, after considering several sites in Alexandria, the R.E. Lee Camp sought and was granted permission
from the city council to place the monument at the intersection of Prince and Washington Streets, marking the
spot from which the militia units departed in 1861.

The monument was dedicated to great fanfare on May 24, 1889. There was a parade. Noted former
Confederates spoke. Perhaps the most poignant moment was the dedication by Rev. George Hartley Norton,
chaplain of the R.E. Lee Camp and rector at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. He said:

“May the memories of our departed heroes inspire us with patriotic devotion and may all hatred and strife be
buried in their graves.”

Starting in 1890, Confederate Memorial Day has been held in Alexandria on May 24 of each year. This
commemorates the day of the departure of the local militia units. In the 1890's and eatly 1900's, there were
parades through the city starting at “Appomattox.” Both Confederate and Union veterans placed floral
tributes there. When President McKinley was assassinated, the Confederate and Union veterans assembled at
“Appomattox” to march en masse to his funeral.

“Appomattox” is unique among Confederate iconography. The figure is unarmed. His eyes look down.
There is an expression of sadness and defeat on his face. As the figure is a fine work of art, copies started
popping up in the South. Most notably in Pensacola, FL.. Buberl did that figure also. The R.E. Lee Camp
obtained a copyright for the work in 1892. 1In 1890, the Virginia legislature passed a law that the monument
cannot be moved.
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Please use the following sbace to explain why you are seeking an evaluation of this property.

The “Appomattox” statue is an educational tool to teach the hotrors of war and its aftermath. It is also a fine and
unique work of art.

Would you be interested in the State and/ or the Federal Rebabilitation Tax Credits? YesO  No X
Would you be interested in the easement program? Yes X No O
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE APPOMATTOX STATUE

The history of the Appomattox Statue really begins in the late winter and early
spring of 1861. As the Southern states began to secede, Virginia elected her Secession
Committee in February. The representative from Alexandria was George Brent. He was
a Unionist and had been elected by a significant margin over the pro-secession candidate.
Brent’s instructions were to vote against secession. Unlike South Carolina, Virginia had
not been infected with secession fever. This was especially true in Alexandria, which until
the mid-1840's had been part of Washington. The initial vote of the committee was 2-1
against secession.

Following the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln on March 4, the militia units of
Alexandria began to drill in anticipation of conflict. The five city militia companies were
the Alexandria Riflemen, Mount Vernon Guards, Old Dominion Rifles, O’Connell
Guards, and Emmett Guards. They drilled every day and were on guard duty every night.

The militia companies were under the command of Lt. Col. Algemon Taylor. They
would be joined in early May by the Warren Guards, Fairfax Rifles, Warrenton Rifles,
Loudoun Guard, and cavalry and artillery units.

On April 12, 1861, Ft. Sumter was fired upon. President Lincoln called for 75,000
troops. Virginia’s quota was 8,000 men. Gov. John Lechter had been a strong Union
supporter. He declined to send Virginia sons for something he considered illegal and

unconstitutional. Lincoln issued a proclamation on April 15 setting May 5 as the date by



which southern forces were to “disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes”
or risk invasion by federal forces.

The events of April 1861 swayed the secession committee. On April 17, the
Virginia Ordinance of Secession was passed. May 23, 1861 was to be the date of the
popular referendum.

Southern states, including Virginia, were blockaded. Ships sailing up the Potomac
to Washington were required to stop for inspection at Ft. Washington on the Maryland side.
Mail boats were seized effectively cutting off communication between Alexandria and
Washington. Flour was seized for the federal army before it left Georgetown. Business
in Alexandria suffered. The mayor called for calm and asked residents to remain off the
streets after dark and keep control of their children.

Lt. Col Taylor evacuated his troops on May 5, 1861. This astonished the locals and
his superiors. He had been ordered not to abandon Alexandria unless driven out by the
enemy. His commander ordered him to return immediately to the city. Taylor lamented
that he felt the city was indefensible and that his troops were poorly armed and trained.
Taylor was replaced on May 10 by Col. George H. Terrett.

By mid-May, most traffic across the Long Bridge (now the 14" Street Bridge) to
and from Washington had ceased. Pickets were posted at night on both sides of the bridge.
The Union gunboat Pawnee docked at the King Street pier with her guns extended.

On May 23, 1861, Virginia voted to secede from the Union. That night, there was
much celebration in Alexandria. At midnight, the Pawnee fired one shot out across the

Potomac. There was a corresponding shot fired from the Navy Yard in Washington. At



2:00 a.m., Federal forces rolled into Alexandria via the Long Bridge and the Aqueduct
Bridge (near present day Key Bridge).

Among the invading forces were the New York Fire Zouaves under the command
of Col. Elmer Ellsworth, Abraham Lincoln’s former law clerk. Asthe Zouaves made their
way up King Street with orders to seize the telegraph office, they came to the Marshall
House Hotel operated by James W. Jackson. Jackson had been amongst the most ardent
and loudest of secessionists. He was not known for a calm demeanor. In April, he had
installed a huge secessionist flag on a forty foot flag pole on top of the hotel. Local legend
holds that Mary Todd Lincoln could see it from the White House and did not like it.
Ellsworth had promised to secure the flag for her. Jackson had said the flag would come
down over his dead body. To drive home that point, he had borrowed the town cannon and
placed it at the back door of the hotel, aiming it towards the front door. Capt. Delaware
Kemper of the Alexandria Artillery had loaded it for him. Kemper asked Jackson if this
was not a bit extreme. Jackson replied that he did not mind dying if he could take fifteen
to twenty Yankees with him.

Ellsworth entered the hotel, made his way to the top of the building and removed
the flag. As he came back down the stairs, he was met on the landing by an angry and
armed James Jackson. With his shotgun, Jackson shot Ellsworth in the chest, killing him.
Cpl. Brownell, one of Ellsworth’s men, immediately fired and killed Jackson. Both men
were regarded by their respective sides as the first martyrs of the War.

A messenger was sent from the Pawnee to Col. Terrett demanding he surrender his

troops. Terrett refused, but said he would evacuate. He had been in command for exactly




fourteen days. At 6:50 a.m., the Alexandria militia companies met at the intersection of
Prince and Washington Streets and marched out of town via Duke Street. They boarded
the train for Manassas where they would become the 17% Virginia Infantry. Most would
not return to their homes for four years. Ninety-nine men died during the War Between
the States.

The citizens of Alexandria would awake to find themselves under martial law. This
situation would remain until the end of the war. The only American city held by a foreign

power longer was New York during the American Revolution.
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THE CONFEDERATE STATUE IN ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA—-
A Chronology of its Construction, Dedication

" & Maintenance

By

T. Michael Miller
Alexandria Library,
Lloyd House
August 22, 1988

Alexandria, April 15, 1885

1st. Your committee recommend the following: That the camp
take immediate steps to secure funds to erect a monument to
the "Confederate Dead!" :

2d. That a permanent committee af five be appointed by the | .
Camp to be known as the "Committee on Confederate Monument,"

said committee to-have entire control of said object, and to "~

be empowered to appoint sub-committees to assist them in their
duties.

3d. That, when in the judgment of the Camp a sufficient amount
of money is secured, the Camp will decide the design of the
monument to be erected. '

S "Signed.

W.A. Smoot

Edgar Warfield

John R. Zimmerman

R.M. Latham
The report was unanimously adopted and the following committee
was appointed: W.A. Smoot, Edgar Warfield, John E. Zimmerman,
R.M. Latham, Theo. Chase koK

Steps were at once taken to raise funds and the ladies of Alex-
andria promptly came tothe aid of Lee Camp. A bazaarwas held,
lectures given, and money generously donated, and through the
efforts of the Camp and the ladies the necessary amount of money
was secured.

At the meeting of the Camp, September last, (1888) the.committee
made a report recommending for adoption the plans submitted by
Mr. .John A. Elder of Richmoend, Va., at a cost-of $3,500. The










1888, September 5 -- The Confederate Monument -- Yesterday
morning Mr. Elder received a telegram from Mr. Philip B.
Hooe, of Alexandria, announcing that his model had been
selecdted as the design for the monument over a .number ol
competitors, and later on he received by mail the following
letter.

Alexandria, Va., Sept 3rd, 1888
Mr. John A. Elder, Richmond, Va.

Dear Sir. I have your telegram of today and will wire
you eary tomorrow a.m. The Camp adopts your design.
See letter mailed at 11 this a.m. which I confirm.

I feel happy at the unanimity with which the Camp adopted
this design which has had my hearty, earnest support,

and I feel eonfident that our hope will be freely

realized of having a work of art which will reflect

credit upon all concerned, and will add to your already
~well earned reputation as a gifted artist. It is
especially gratifying to know that'a Virginia Confederate
will have aided us to.+<dohonor to the memory of our fallen
comrades. ' *
- Very truly yours,
i P.B. Hooe

The selection of Mr. Elder's model is quite a victory for

that gentleman, as a number of well-known sculptors were

competitors for .the prize. In making the model for the bronze
~.casting of .the main figure Mr. Elder will be .assisted by Mr.

Caspar Buberl of New York who is one of the best workmen in

his line in the country. Mr. Elder will leave for New York

on Friday's steamer toconsult: with him, and the work will

be begun immediately -- Today's Richmond Times.

1888, October 2 -- Lee Camp -- ... Genl. M.D. Corse, reported
the progress made by that committee, and that on Friday
next they would meet Mr. Elder in Richmond when the final ar-
rangements would be made. The monument will be completed
within four or five months. The camp decided that at its
next meeting, November 5th, the questim of selecting a site
for the monument would be considered.

1888, November 6 —— Lee Camp -- At the meeting of Lee Camp
Confederate Veterans, held last night, the committee appointed
to purchase a monument to be erected in this city to the
Confederate dead was authorized to sign the contract for the
same. 1t‘*was decided “to erect the monument at the intersection
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DEDICATION
MAY 24, 1889
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