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INTRODUCTION 

I n  J u l y  o f  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  Newpor t  News . r e c e i v e d  a 
T h r e a t e n e d  P r o p e r t i e s  G r a n t  f r o m  t h e  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  t o  s u r v e y  i t s  h i s t o r i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p l a n  f o r  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p e r t i e s  ( F i g u r e  1 ) .  

On November 1 4 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  R o b e r t a  G .  R e i d  s i g n e d  a  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  
t h e  C i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News t o  u n d e r t a k e  a  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e - l e v e l  
s u r v e y  of  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  Newpor t  News. The s e r v i c e s  t o  b e  
p r o v i d e d  i n c l u d e d :  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  h i s t o r i c  c o n t e x t  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  
a r e a ,  a  f i e l d  s u r v e y  o f  275  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n  i n t e n s i v e  s u r v e y  o f  25 
o f  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  a  l i s t  o f  
s t a n d i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  may b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r ,  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  f i n a l  r e p o r t  s u m m a r i z i n g  
t h e  d a t a .  The  c o n t r a c t  was  e x e c u t e d  o n  December  1 8 ,  1 9 8 9 .  The 
c o n t r a c t  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  o r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

C o n t r a c t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  P a u l  F .  M i l l e r ,  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P l a n n i n g  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  K e v i n  
W i l k i n s ,  P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P l a n n i n g  a n d  
D e v e l o p m e n t .  N e g o t i a t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s t u d y  a r e a  ( F i g u r e  2 )  
t h a t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b o u n d a r i e s :  

N o r t h :  5 0 t h  S t r e e t  
E a s t :  Newpor t News /Hampton  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  
Wes t  : J a m e s  R i v e r  
S o u t h :  Hampton R o a d s  

T h e  s t u d y  a r e a  was  l a t e r  a l t e r e d  s i n c e  i t  became  o b v i o u s  t h a t  
m o r e  t h a n  2 7 5  s t r u c t u r e s  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  t h o s e  l i m i t s .  The  
h i s t o r i c  c o n t e x t  was  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  s t u d y  a r e a  b u t  t h e  
f i e l d  s t u d y  o f  2 7 5  s t r u c t u r e s  was  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
b o u n d a r i e s :  

N o r t h :  5 0 t h  S t r e e t  
E a s t  : CSX r a i l r o a d  p r o p e r t y  
W e s t :  J a m e s  R i v e r  
S o u t h :  Hampton R o a d s  

M a r t h a  W .  M c C a r t n e y  p r o v i d e d  c o n s u l t i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  t h e m e s .  The C i t y  o f  
N e w p o r t  News p r o v i d e d  m a t c h i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  p r o j e c t  
c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s ,  x e r o x i n g ,  a n d  
p r o v i d e d  C i t y  s t a f f  f o r  s u r v e y i n g ,  t y p i n g ,  g r a p h i c s ,  a n d  
p r i n t i n g .  

K e v i n  W i l k i n s  s e r v e d  a s  P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r .  K e v i n  w o r k e d  t o  
s e e  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  r a n  s m o o t h l y .  He c o m m u n i c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  a r r a n g e d  f o r  e n t r y  t o  
C i t y - o w n e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  p l a n n e d  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s ,  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  
e d i t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  made a m u l t i t u d e  o f  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  r e g a r d i n g  
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t h e  p r o j e c t .  K e v i n  was  o f t e n  w i l l i n g  t o  d r o p  w h a t e v e r  p r o j e c t  h e  
w a s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s i s t .  

D a v i d  E d w a r d s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  w i t h  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  s e r v e d  a s  s t a t e  l i a i s o n  f o r  t h e  
p r o j e c t .  D a v i d  h e l p e d  t o  w o r k  o u t  c o n t r a c t  d e t a i l s ,  m o n i t o r e d  
c o n t r a c t  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  g l a d l y  v e n t u r e d  t o  N e w p o r t  News o n  s e v e r a l  
o c c a s i o n s  b o t h  t o  o f f e r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  v a r i o u s  b u i l d i n g s .  



HISTORICAL B A C K G R O U N D  
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A r c h i v a l  r e s e a r c h  was  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s u r v e y  o f  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  
News. R e s e a r c h  commenced w i t h  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a  map 
c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  i n  r e p o s i t o r y  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  
N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  W i l P i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  A r c h i v e s .  H i s t o r i c a l  
maps  w e r e  u s e d  t h a t  a r e  on f i l e  a t  t h e  Wes t  Avenue  a n d  G r i s s o m  
L i b r a r i e s  i n  N e w p o r t  News,  t h e  C h a r l e s  T a y l o r  L i b r a r y  i n  H a m p t o n ,  
t h e  Hampton  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  A r t s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
O c e a n i c  a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  R o c k v i l l e ,  M a r y l a n d ,  a n d  
t h e  H u n t i n g t o n  L i b r a r y  i n  San  M a r i n o ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

Maps o f  N e w p s r t  News t h a t  c o m m e n c i n g  i n  1 8 8 5  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  b y  
t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company a n d  u p d a t e d  a t  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s  
t h r o u g h  1 9 5 0 ,  w e r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h e l p f u l  i n  t r a c k i n g  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a ' s  b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t .  The  
S a n b o r n  m a p s  n o t  o n l y  d o c u m e n t  t h e  s i t e s  a t  w h i c h  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  g i v e n  p o i n t s  i n  t i m e ,  b u t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  
f u n c t i o n ,  d i m e n s i o n s  a n d  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  s f  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  
f a b r i c a t e d .  Use was  made o f  t h e  S a n b o r n  m a p s  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  
C o n g r e s s ,  w h i c h  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  c o m p l e t e .  T h e s e  d r a w i n g s  ( w h i c h  a r e  
c o l o r - c o d e d  a s  a m e a n s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  e a c h  b u i l d i n g ' s  f a b r i c )  
r a n g e  i n  d a t e  f r o m  1 8 8 5  t o  1 9 5 0  a n d  c o n s i s t  o f  e l e v e n  s e q u e n c e s  o f  
r e n d e r i n g s  o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 7 3  i n d i v i d u a l  map p a n e l s .  I n  1 9 1 9 ,  
t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company ' s  map-make r s  commenced i d e n t i f y i n g  
t h e  e t h n i c  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h e y  s u r v e y e d .  Many 
o f  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  c o n s i s t  o f  S a n b o r n  map 
f a c s i m i l e s .  

P h o t o g r a p h i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  L i b r a r y  o f  
C o n g r e s s ,  V a l e n t i n e  Museum, C o l l e g e  o f  W i l l i a m  a n d  Mary  a n d  
V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  w e r e  s e a r c h e d .  I s s u e s  o f  ---------we--- H a r p e r ' s  W e e k l y ,  
p u b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War a n d  a v a i l a b l e  on m i c r o f i l m  a t  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  l o c a t e  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  news  a c c o u n t s  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  t h a t  d e p i c t  m i l i t a r y  
a c t i v i t y  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  w h a t  b e c a m e  N e w p o r t  News. 

A b r o a d  v a r i e t y  o f  p r i m a r y  r e s o u r c e  d o c u m e n t s  w e r e  s e a r c h e d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  V i r g i n i a  Land O f f i c e  p a t e n t s  a n d  g r a n t s  a n d  Warwick  
C o u n t y  d e e d s ,  w i l l s ,  o r d e r s ,  m i n u t e s ,  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  l i s t s ,  
l a n d  t a x  l i s t s ,  a n d  s c h o o l  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  r e t u r n s .  P l a t s ,  t a x  
r e c o r d s ,  a n d  c o d e  b o o k s  f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News w e r e  u s e d .  
C e n s u s  r e c o r d s  r a n g i n g  i n  d a t e  f r o m  1 7 9 0  t h r o u g h  1 9 1 0  w e r e  
e x a m i n e d  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  g a i n i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ' s  
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  e t h n i c  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  p r o f e s s i o n / o c c u p a t i o n ,  
a n d  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  L a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  a l s o  w e r e  u s e d  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  
t h e  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  o f  w h i c h  N e w p o r t  News'  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  
c o m p r i s e d  d u r i n g  i t s  e a r l i e r  p h a s e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  C e n s u s  
r e c o r d s  i n c l u d e d  a n  i m m i g r a n t ' s  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n ,  d a t e  o f  
i m m i g r a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  h a d  o c c u r r e d ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e  



i m m i g r a n t  s p o k e  E n g l i s h .  B e c a u s e  b l a c k s  c o m p r i s e d  s u c h  a l a r g e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  e a r l y  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  
d e v e l o p e d  a l o n g  e t h n i c  l i n e s ,  e f f o r t s  w e r e  made t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  
b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t .  B l a c k  h i s t o r y  r e s e a r c h  i n c l u d e d  
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  members  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S o c i e t y  
f o r  B l a c k  F a m i l y  R e s e a r c h ,  a n d  a r e v i e w  o f  l e g a l  c o d e s  t h a t  
f o s t e r e d  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  A p u b l i c a t i o n  - - 

e n t i t l e d  P e n i n s u l a  R o o t s  a l s o  was  e x a m i n e d  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  -------------- 
e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Newpor t  
News. T h e s e  d a t a  w e r e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  1 9 0 0  a n d  1 9 1 0  c e n s u s e s  
a n d  t h e  1 8 9 6 - 1 8 9 7  a n d  1 9 1 2  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s .  

C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p r i v a t e  p a p e r s  t h a t  a r e  on f i l e  a t  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o f  t h e  Bagby f a m i l y ,  
C a r o l i n e  Kemper B u l k l e y ,  S a m u e l  W e r t h ,  t h e  G o r d o n  f a m i l y ,  M a r t h a  
W o o d r u f f  H i d e n ,  P h i l i p  P .  W a l l ,  Hugh B l a i r  G r i g s b y ,  t h e  Wise  
f a m i l y ,  J a m e s  M .  G o l l o w a y ,  a n d  t h e  P a l m o r e  f a m i l y )  w e r e  e x a m i n e d .  
C h a r l e s  A u g u s t  H e n n i g h a u s e n ' s  d i a r y ,  J a m e s  L u t h e r  K i b l e r ' s  
l e t t e r b o o k ,  J a m e s  E .  M c M u r r a n ' s  s c r a p b o o k ,  G e o r g e  B .  N o y e s '  
l e t t e r s ,  a n d  C a r r o l l  F .  B e n n e t t ' s  s c r a p b o o k  a l s o  w e r e  r e v i e w e d .  
R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  r e c o r d s  f o r  1 8 9 6 - 1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r d e r  o f  Odd F e l l o w s  a n d  t h e  1887 l i s t i n g  o f  l i c e n s e  
f e e s  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  c o a s t i n g  v e s s e l s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  b e  on  f i l e  a t  
t h e  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  

Warwick  C o u n t y  r e c o r d s  i n  r e p o s i t o r y  a t  t h e  New Y o r k  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y ,  b u t  a v a i l a b l e  on  m i c r o f i l m  a t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  
~ o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  A r c h i v e s ,  w e r e  s c a n n e d ,  a s  w e r e  t h e  F i l m e r  
P a p e r s .  Warwick  C o u n t y  d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  
o f  W i l l i a m  a n d  M a r y ' s  Swem L i b r a r y ' s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S p e c i a l  
C o l l e c t i o n s  w e r e  s e a r c h e d .  I s s u e s  o f  The V i r g i n i a  G a z e t t e  a n d  i t s  

---L_----------.---- 

The V i r g i n i a  G a z e t t e  a n d  W e e k l y  A d v e r t i s e r ,  w e r e  ---- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
r e v i e w e d ,  a s  w e r e  c e r t a i n  m a n u s c r i p t s  t h a t  a r e  on  f i l e  i n  t h e  
B r i t i s h  P u b l i c  R e c o r d s  O f f i c e  i n  L o n d o n ,  E n g l a n d .  D o c u m e n t a r y  
s o u r c e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  C i v i l  War a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  w e r e  
e x a m i n e d ,  a s  w e r e  r e c o r d s  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  R e f u g e e s  
b e t w e e n  1 8 6 3  a n d  1 8 6 6 .  Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  w a s  a map f r o m  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  s h o w i n g  p l o t s  o f  g r o u n d  a l l o c a t e d  t o  f r e e d  
s l a v e s  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  e r a ,  some o f  w h i c h  
p a r c e l s  l a y  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News. 

P u b l i s h e d  s o u r c e s  f r o m  w h i c h  b a c k g r o u n d  d a t a  w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  
i n c l u d e d  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  h i s t o r i e s  a n d  C i v i l  War a c c o u n t s .  
A n n i e  L a s h  J e s t e r ' s  N e w p o r t  News, V i r g i n i a ,  1 6 0 7 - 1 9 6 0 ,  P a r k e  -------------------------- 
R o u s e ' s  E n d l e s s  H a r b o r :  The  S t o r y  o f  N e w p o r t  News a n d  The  Good Old ------------------------------ ---------- 

i n  H a m ~ t o n  a n d  Newpor t  News a n d  A l e x a n d e r  C .  B r o w n ' s  Newpor t  D a ~ s - -  - - - - - - - - - - -  ------- 
News'  3 2 5  Y e a r s :  A C o l l e c t i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c a l  A r t i c l e s  w e r e  u s e f u l  .................................... 
i n  g a i n i n g  a g e n e r a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a ,  i t s  h i s t o r i c  
s i t e s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  e v e n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e m .  W .  T. 
S t a u f f e r ' s  a r t i c l e s  on  t h e  o l d  f a r m s  f r o m  w h i c h  Newpor t  News 
o r i g i n a l l y  w a s  c r e a t e d  w e r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h e l p f u l  a n d  f o u n d  t o  b e  
r e l i a b l e .  C o l .  a n d  M r s .  A r t h u r  H .  V o l l e r t s e n ' s  w o r k ,  Warwick  ------ 
C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1 7 8 2 - 1 8 8 0 ,  Who was  Who, c o m p i l e d  u n d e r  t h e  
------I_-------------------- 

a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  F o r t  E u s t i s  H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  



A s s o c i a t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  a  c o n v e n i e n t  m e a n s  o f  a n a l y z i n g  e a r l y  c e n s u s  
r e c o r d s .  H i s t o r i c a l  M a r k e r s  a n d  M e m o r i a l s ,  N e w p o r t  News,  V i r g i n i a  ------------------------------------------------------ 
w a s  a  h e l p f u l  g u i d e  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  b e t t e r  known . h i s t o r i c  s i t e s .  

L e w i s  P .  L i t t l e ' s  H i s t o r x  o f  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  o f  ------ .............................. 
N e w p o r t  News f r o m  1883 t o  1 9 3 3 ;  R .  C o w l e s  T a y l o r ' s  N e w p o r t  News ........................... ---------- 
D u r i n g  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  War;  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  T r i n i t z  --------------------------- ---a- ------------- 
E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ;  Van H a w k i n s '  H a m p t o n / N e w p o r t  News: A ......................... ....................... 
P i c t o r i a l  H i s t o r y  a n d  D o r o t h y  a n d  t h e  S h i p b u i l d e r s  o f  N e w p o r t  --------------- ...................................... 
News; A l e x a n d e r  C .  B r o w n ' s  The  Good S h i p s  o f  N e w p o r t  News; B e n n e t t  ---- ------------------------------ 
W .  G r e e n ' s  How N e w p o r t  News g o t  i t s  Name* t h e  N e w p o r t  News ----------------------' 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company ' s  " ~ i f t y  Y e a r s  o f  S h i p b u i l d i n g ; "  
t h e  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Works o f  t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  ......................................................... 
D r y  Dock Company;  a n d  Howard J .  B a l i s o n ' s  N e w p o r t  News S h i p s  T h e i r  -------------- ----------------------- 
H i s t o r y  i n  Two W o r l d  Wars  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  c o n t a i n  v a l u a b l e  ------ ----------------- 
i n f o r m a t i o n  on v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  N e w p o r t  News. 
A r t i c l e s  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  a  b r o a d  v a r i e t y  o f  j o u r n a l s  a n d  
m a g a z i n e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  A l e x a n d e r  C .  B r o w n ' s  "The V i c t o r y  A r c h  a t  
N e w p o r t  News;"  M a r t h a  W .  H i d e n v s  "The W i l b e r n  H o u s e ; "  Edwin  G. 
L o n g ' s  " p o r t  o f  N e w p o r t  News, Doorway t o  W o r l d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; "  
P a r k e  R o u s e ' s  "The B u s y  P o r t  o f  N e w p o r t  News;" J o h n  B o w e n ' s     he 
N e w p o r t  News-Warwick M e r g e r ; "  A r t h u r  K .  ~ a v i s '  " N e w p o r t  News i n  
W a r t i m e ; "  C e r i n d a  W .  E v a n s '  "Newpor t  News: O r i g i n  o f  t h e  Name;" 
Hugh B .  G r i g s b y ' s  " O r i g i n  o f  t h e  Name N e w p o r t  News;" "A L i s t  o f  
C o n f e d e r a t e  P r i s o n e r s  Who D i e d  a t  t h e  U n i o n  P r i s o n  Camp i n  N e w p o r t  
News i n  1 8 6 5  a n d  w e r e  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  P a r k e r  Wes t  F a r m ; "  D. 
C a l h o u n v s  " R e p o r t  o n  M u n i c i p a l  S u r v e y  o f  N e w p o r t  News 1 9 1 9 ; "  L e a  
B o o t h  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  " S h i p y a r d - P r i d e  b e f o r e  P r o f i t ; "  W i l l i a m  H .  
B y r n ' s  "The S h i p y a r d  i n  t h e  A t o m i c  Age;"  a n d  R o b e r t  C. c u t l e r ' s  
"The  S h i p y a r d  i n  War a n d  P e a c e 1 '  w e r e  u s e f u l .  

D u r i n g  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a n a  Room o f  t h e  West  Avenue  
L i b r a r y ,  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  O l d  D o m i n i o n  Land  C o m p a n y ' s  map 
c o l l e c t i o n  was  e x a m i n e d ,  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  a r e  many 
e a r l y  s u r v e y s  o f  t h e  t r a c t s  t h a t  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  Old  
D o m i n i o n  Land  Company,  m e a s u r e d  d r a w i n g s  t h a t  show s t r e e t  g r a d e s ,  
c u l v e r t s ,  s e w e r  p i p e  l i n e s ,  m a n h o l e  s i t e s  a n d  l o t  l a y o u t s ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  H o t e l  W a r w i c k .  P l a t s  a l s o  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o f  
Camp H i l l ,  Camp S t u a r t ,  L e e  H a l l ,  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  B r i d g e ,  a n d  
c e r t a i n  p i e r s .  The O ld  D o m i n i o n  Land  C o m p a n y ' s  r e c o r d s ,  w h i c h  a r e  
v o l u m i n o u s ,  a l s o  d e t a i l  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  f i n a n c i a l ,  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  
r e a l  e s t a t e  o p e r a t i o n s .  

D a t a  p r e v i o u s l y  a c c u m u l a t e d  d u r i n g  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  O a k l a n d  
F a r m  I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k ,  t h e  Warwick  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e ,  B o l d r u p  a n d  
t h e  D e n b i g h  P a r i s h  C h u r c h ,  p r o v e d  u s e f u l .  B e n s o n  J .  L o s s i n g ' s  
p i c t o r i a l  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  C i v i l  War w e r e  
r e v i e w e d  a s  was  H e n r y  Howe ' s  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  V i r g i n i a .  
P a r k e  R o u s e ,  J r . ' s  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d i a r y  o f  G e o r g e  B e n j a m i n  
W e s t ,  who l i v e d  o n  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War,  
o f f e r e d  many i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  w h i l e  t h e  
Hampton -Newpor t  News a r e a  w a s  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  U n i o n  Army. A 
s e a r c h  f o r  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  N e w p o r t  
News,  W a r w i c k  C o u n t y  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  a r e a  was  c o n d u c t e d  b y  



m e a n s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  W i l l i a m  a n d  M a r y ' s  Swem L i b r a r y ' s  c o m p u t e r  
n e t w o r k .  

DATA L I M I T A T I O N S  

S e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  maps  f a i l  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  s p e c i f i c i t y  
h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  t h e n  b e e n  p r e s e n t  
w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a .  E i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  t y p i c a l l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  m a j o r  p l a n t a t i o n  s e a t s ,  s i t e s  w h e r e  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  
h a d  o c c u r r e d ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h e r e  m i l i t a r y  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  s t o o d .  
S e v e r a l  C i v i l  War e r a  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  p r e p a r e d  r e g i o n a l  maps  t h a t  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a ,  p e r h a p s  e l i m i n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  d r a w i n g s  
s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t .  

V i r g i n i a ' s  l a n d  p a t e n t s ,  t h o u g h  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  much o f  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  a r e  v a g u e  i n c o m p l e t e  a n d  
t h o s e  w h i c h  p r e d a t e  1 6 7 3  a r e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l s .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  t r a d i t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s ,  s o m e t i m e s  m u s t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  
t h r o u g h  i n d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e .  D a t a  l i m i t a t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c o u n t y  
c o u r t  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  s e v e r e ,  f o r  m o s t  o f  Warwick  C o u n t y ' s  
a n t e b e l l u m  r e c o r d s  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War,  w e r e  
c a r r i e d  o f f  a s  w a r  s o u v e n i r s ,  o r  w e r e  a n n i h i l a t e d  i n  1 8 6 5  d u r i n g  
t h e  b u r n i n g  o f  R ichmond .  T h i s  v o i d  i n  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  d a t a  i s  o f f -  
s e t  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e g r e e  b y  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  l a n d  t a x  
l i s t s ,  w h i c h  commenced b e i n g  c o m p i l e d  i n  1 7 8 2 ,  f o r  t a x  
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f t e n  r e c o r d e d  when a n d  how s p e c i f i c  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  
c h a n g e d  h a n d s .  I n  1 8 2 0 ,  t a x  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  commenced r e c o r d i n g  t h e  
c o l l e c t i v e  w o r t h  o f  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  o n  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  a s s e s s e d .  
P e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e c o r d s ,  b e s i d e s  p r o v i d i n g  d e t a i l e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on h o u s e h o l d  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a n d  s l a v e  
o w n e r s h i p ,  a l s o  i d e n t i f y  b y  name i n d i v i d u a l s  who o p e r a t e d  t a v e r n s ,  
s o l d  l o t t e r y  t i c k e t s ,  h a d  m e r c a n t i l e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  o r  w e r e  
m e m b e r s  o f  c e r t a i n  p r o f e s s i o n s .  Commencing i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s ,  
l i c e n s i n g  r e c o r d s  w e r e  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  s p e c i a l  r e t u r n s ,  k e p t  b y  t h e  
S t a t e  A u d i t o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  a l t h o u g h  p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  h a s  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  some i n d i v i d u a l s  o p e r a t e d  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  
p l i e d  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n s  w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t ,  o f  a  l i c e n s e .  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l  much a b o u t  how l o c a l  f a r m e r s ,  
d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  u t i l i z e d  t h e i r  l a n d .  

THE HISTORY OF NEWPORT NEWS 

E a r l y  S e t t l e m e n t  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  ....................... 
The s t u d y  a r e a  l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  

d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was  c a l l e d  K e c o u g h t a n ,  a  name 
d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  who w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  when 
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t y  o f  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i s t s  a r r i v e d  i n  V i r g i n i a .  C a p t a i n  
J o h n  S m i t h ,  i n  p r e p a r i n g  h i s  map o f  V i r g i n i a ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Newpor t  
News P o i n t  " P o y n t  Hope" ( S m i t h  1 6 1 0 )  ( F i g u r e  3: 1 ) .  The  
c o u n t r y s i d e  n e a r  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  r e a d i l y  a t t r a c t e d  
s e t t l e r s ,  a n d  e a r l y  o n ,  t h e y  moved i n t o  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
n u m b e r s .  The  e a r l i e s t  d a t e d  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Newpor t  News P o i n t  a s  a  
g e o g r a p h i c a l  f e a t u r e  o c c u r s  i n  a d o c u m e n t  d a t e d  November 11, 1 6 1 9 ,  



F i g u r e  3 : l  V i r g i n i a  D i s c o v e r e d  and  D i s c r i b e d  [ s i c ]  
( S m i t h  1610), 



a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  K e c o u g h t a n  w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y  ( K i n g s b u r y  1906-  
1 9 3 5 : 1 1 1 : 2 2 7 ) .  D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e  c o l o n i s t s  b u i l t  h o m e s t e a d s  
a t  N e w p o r t  News ( N e w p o r t e s  N e w s ) ,  B l u n t  P o i n t  a n d  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d ,  
a n d  a l o n g  t h e  Warwick  R i v e r ,  W a t e r s  C r e e k ,  S k i f f s  C r e e k ,  a n d  o t h e r  
n a v i g a b l e  s t r e a m s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  l i e  w i t h i n  t h e  m o d e r n  c i t y  o f  
N e w p o r t  News. A c e n s u s  t a k e n  i n  1 6 2 4  a n d  a  m u s t e r  made i n  1 6 2 5  
r e v e a l  t h a t  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  ( o f  w h i c h  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  was  t h e n  p a r t )  
was  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l o u s  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  f o u r  c o r p o r a t i o n s  ( H o t t e n  
1 9 8 0 : 1 8 2 - 1 8 8 , 2 4 0 - 2 4 1 , 2 4 4 - 2 6 4 ) .  

D a n i e l  G o o k i n  o f  R i p p l e  C o u r t ,  K e n t  C o u n t y ,  E n g l a n d ,  made a  
c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Company o f  London  w h e r e b y  h e  a g r e e d  t o  
t r a n s p o r t  c a t t l e  a n d  g o a t s  t o  t h e  c o l o n y  a n d  t o  s e l l  v a r i o u s  
c o m m o d i t i e s  t o  t h e  s e t t l e r s  t h e r e .  I n  r e t u r n ,  h e  was  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  " p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n t a t i o n 1 '  o f  t h e  s i z e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
a l l o c a t e d  t o  S i r  W i l l i a m  N e u s e ,  o n e  o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s e l  
G o o k i n ,  who was  a  t e n a n t  o f  t h e  l a n d  a n d  c a s t l e  a t  C a r y g o l i n e  
( C a r r i g a l i n e )  a l i a s  B i e v e r  ( B e a u v o i r )  i n  C o u n t y  C o r k ,  I r e l a n d ,  
s o l d  h i s  5 0 0  a c r e  e s t a t e  i n  C o u n t y  L o n g f o r d ,  I r e l a n d ,  a n d  s e t  s a i l  
f o r  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  a  s h i p - l o a d  o f  men a n d  s u p p l i e s .  He w a s  
p r e p a r e d  t o  t r a d e  a n d  f u l f i l l  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
Company a n d  t o  s e a t  men u p o n  t h e  l a n d  h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  p a t e n t .  
V i r g i n i a ' s  g o v e r n o r ,  F r a n c i s  W y a t t  r e p o r t e d  t o  V i r g i n i a  Company 
o f f i c i a l s  i n  London  t h a t  o n  November 2 2 ,  1 6 2 1  D a n i e l  G o o k i n  
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  

. . . s o  w e l l  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  
w i t h  c a t t l e  a s  we c o u l d  w i s h  a l l  men w o u l d  f o l l o w  t h e i r  
e x a m p l e .  He h a t h  a l s o  b r o u g h t  w i t h  h im a b o u t  f i f t y  men u p o n  
t h e  a d v e n t u r e ,  b e s i d e s  some t h i r t y  o t h e r  p a s s e n g e r s ;  we h a v e  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  d e s i r e  s e a t e d  t h e m  a t  Newpor t  News, a n d  we 
d o  c o n c e i v e  g r e a t  h o p e  ( i f  t h e  I r i s h  p l a n t a t i o n  p r o s p e r )  t h a t  
f r o m  I r e l a n d  g r e a t  m u l t i t u d e s  o f  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  l i k e  t o  come 
t h i t h e r  [ K i n g s b u r y  1 9 0 6 - 1 9 3 5 : I I I : 5 8 7 ] .  

R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Company i n d i c a t e  t h a t  G o o k i n  i n t e n d e d  t o  
t r a n s p o r t  3 0 0  p e r s o n s  t o  t h e  c o l o n y ;  s u r v i v i n g  p a t e n t s  i n d i c a t e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  h e  b r o u g h t  i n  o n l y  a b o u t  1 1 3  t h a t  number  o f  new 
i m m i g r a n t s .  G o o k i n  a n d  h i s  men, who h a d  come t o  V i r g i n i a  a b o a r d  
t h e  --------- F l y i n g  H a r t ,  may h a v e  f o r t i f i e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  s o o n  a f t e r  
a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  f o r  t h e y  e s c a p e d  h a r m  d u r i n g  t h e  March  2 2 ,  
1 6 2 2  I n d i a n  u p r i s i n g .  L a t e r ,  G o o k i n  d e c l i n e d  t o  e v a c u a t e  h i s  
p l a n t a t i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  m o r e  s e c u r e  p o s i t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  

I ~ r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  o f  i n v e s t o r s  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  a  
p a t e n t  t o  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t y  o f  l a n d  i f  t h e y  p a i d  f o r  
o u t f i t t i n g  a n d  t r a n s p o r t i n g  a  g r o u p  o f  s e t t l e r s  t o  t h e  c o l o n y .  
U n d e r  t h e  h e a d r i g h t  s y s t e m ,  5 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  w e r e  a w a r d e d  f o r  
e v e r y  p e r s o n  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  V i r g i n i a .  W i l l i a m  Newse o f  Newce town ,  
I r e l a n d ,  came t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  1 6 2 0  a n d  s e a t e d  h i m s e l f  a t  E l i z a b e t h  
C i t y .  He p r o p o s e d  t o  s e t t l e  1 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  b e f o r e  
1 6 2 5  (Meye r  a n d  Dorman 1 9 8 6 : 3 1 1 ) .  



" t h o u g h t  h i m s e l f  e  s u f f i c i e n t  a g a i n s t  w h a t  c o u l d  h a p p e n  . ' I  I n  A p r i l  
1 6 2 2  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  c o u n c i l  i n f o r m e d  o f f i c i a l s  i n  E n g l a n d  t h a t  
N e w p o r t  News was  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  p l a n t a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  
s t r e n g t h e n e d  a n d  s a f e g u a r d e d  a g a i n s t  I n d i a n  a t t a c k  ( K i n g s b u r y  
1906-1935:11:584;II1:612). 

D a n i e l  Gook. in  s e t  s a i l  f o r  E n g l a n d  i n  e a r l y  summer ,  l e a v i n g  
h i s  V i r g i n i a  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f  J o h n  S h i p w a r d e  ( M c I l w a i n e  
1 9 3 4 : 4 8 ) .  Upon r e a c h i n g  h i s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  h e  o u t f i t t e d  a  s h i p  w i t h  
s u p p l i e s  a n d  t h e n  s e c u r e d  a  p a t e n t  t o  h i s  p l a n t a t i ~ n . ~  D a n i e l  
G o o k i n  c a l l e d  p a r t  o f  h i s  Newpor t  News l a n d h o l d i n g s  M a r i e s  Mount  
i n  h o n o r  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  t h e  f o r m e r  Mary B y r d  ( M c I l w a i n e  1 9 3 4 : 4 9 8 ;  
Meyer  a n d  Dorman 1 9 8 6 : 3 1 2 ) .  A J u n e  1 6 2 3  l e t t e r  t h a t  G e o r g e  S a n d y s  
d i s p a t c h e d  t o  J o h n  T r a d e s c a n t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  h a r a s s e d  
t h e  s e t t l e r s  a t  Newpor t  News. S a n d y s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  u p o n  a r r i v i n g  
a t  t h e  G o o k i n  p l a n t a t i o n ,  h e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  "o f  a l l  M r .  G o o k i n ' s  men 
wch h e  s e n t  o u t  l a s t  y e a r e  we f o u n d  b u t  7 ,  b e e i n g  a l l  k i l l ' d  b y  
t h '  I n d i a n s  a n d  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  r e a d y  t o  f a l l  i n t o  d e c a y "  
( K i n g s b u r y  1 9 0 6 - 1 9 3 5 : I V : 2 2 9 ) .  

Pn 1 6 2 5  when a  m u s t e r  was  made o f  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  
D a n i e l  G o o k i n  was  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  2 0  s e r v a n t s  who w e r e  l i v i n g  a t  
N e w p o r t e s  News, 1 8  o f  whom w e r e  m a l e .  A l l  b u t  o n e  o f  t h e  men i n  
t h i s  g r o u p  w e r e  i n  t h e i r  2 0 s .  The two women who w e r e  p r e s e n t  w e r e  
a g e d  2 1  a n d  4 4 .  E i g h t  o f  t h e  men s e r v a n t s  who w e r e  l i v i n g  a t  
N e w p o r t s  Newes i n  1 6 2 5  h a d  come t o  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  D a n i e l  G o o k i n  i n  
1 6 2 1 .  T h r e e  o t h e r s  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  1 6 2 3  a b o a r d  t h e  ____--_-- P r o v i d e n c e ,  t h e  
s u p p l y  s h i p  t h a t  G o o k i n  d i s p a t c h e d  f r o m  E n g l a n d .  The s e t t l e r s  
l i v i n g  a t  N e w p o r t s  News r e s i d e d  i n  f o u r  h o u s e s .  The  p r e s e n c e  o f  
t h r e e  m o u n t e d  o r d i n a n c e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  b u i l t  a f o r t .  
T h e y  a l s o  h a d  o n  h a n d  1 6  " p e e c e s "  ( f i r e a r m s ) ,  200  l b s .  o f  s h o t ,  
2 0  a r m o r s  a n d  2 0  s w o r d s .  The  G o o k i n  p l a n t a t i o n  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  
w e l l  p r o v i s i o n e d ,  f o r  3 0  b a r r e l s  o f  c o r n  w e r e  on  h a n d ,  t h r e e  
h o g s h e a d s  o f  p e a s ,  a n d  2 , 0 0 0  f i s h  (Meye r  a n d  Dorman 1 9 8 6 : 5 0 )  . 3  
I n  May 1 6 2 5 ,  when a  l i s t  w a s  made o f  t h e  t r a c t s  i n  V i r g i n i a  t h a t  
h a d  b e e n  p a t e n t e d  a n d / o r  s e a t e d ,  1 , 3 0 0  a c r e s  c a l l e d  N e w p o r t s  Newes 
i n  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  p l a n t e d  
( H o t t e n  1 9 6 9 : 2 7 3 ) . 4  I t  was  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  l a n d  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  a w a r d e d  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  26 p e r s o n s  t o  t h e  

2 ~ h e  ------- P r o v i d e n c e ,  t h e  s h i p  t h a t  t r a n s p o r t e d  s u p p l i e s  t o  G o o k i n ' s  
p l a n t a t i o n ,  a l s o  b r o u g h t  4 0  m o r e  s e r v a n t s  t o  w o r k  h i s  l a n d ,  p l u s  
a n o t h e r  3 0  p a s s e n g e r s .  I t  h a d  a  l e n g t h y  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  o c e a n  
c r o s s i n g  ( K i n g s b u r y  1906-1935 :  I V :  1 0 5 ) .  

3 ~ a n y  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  N e w p o r t  News i n  1 6 2 5  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  
as  r e s i d e n t s  o f  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  i n  t h e  1 6 2 4  c e n s u s  ( H o t t e n  
1 9 6 9 :  1 8 4 ) .  

4 ~ t .  R i c h a r d  C r o u c h ' s  h e i r ,  Mary T r u e  ( T u e )  came i n t o  p o s s e s s i o n  
o f  1 5 0  a c r e s  a t  N e w p o r t  News w h i c h  s h e  s o l d  t o  D a n i e l  G o o k i n  i n  
1 6 2 2  (Meye r  a n d  Borman 1 9 8 6 : 3 1 2 ) .  



c o l o n y .  5  

D a n i e l  G o o k i n ,  u p o n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  I r e l a n d  i n  1 6 2 2  n e v e r  came 
b a c k  t o  V i r g i n i a ,  b u t  h i s  s o n ,  D a n i e l  11, was  l i v i n g  a t  N e w p o r t  
News i n  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 6 3 1 ,  when h e  c o n v e y e d  5 0  a c r e s  o f  h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  l a n d  t o  Thomas A d d i s o n ,  a  f o r m e r  s e r v a n t  . 6  T h e  e l d e r  
G o o k i n ,  e a r l i e r  o n ,  h a d  c o n v e y e d  1 0 0  a c r e s  a t  Newpor t  News t o  
R i c h a r d  G r i f f i n ,  a n o t h e r  s e r v a n t ,  D u t c h  s e a  c a p t a i n ,  P e t e r  
d e V r i e s  o n  March  2 0 ,  1 6 3 4  w r o t e  t h a t  h e  h a d  " a n c h o r e d  a t  e v e n i n g  
b e f o r e  N e w p o r t  Snuw [ s i c ] ,  w h e r e  l i v e d  a  g e n t l e m a n  b y  t h e  name o f  
G o e g e n . "  By 1 6 4 3  D a n i e l  G o o k i n  11, w h o s e  r e l i g i o u s  v i e w s  p u t  h im 
a t  o d d s  w i t h  t h e  E s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h ,  h a d  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  V i r g i n i a  
a n d  r e l o c a t e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  t o  M a r y l a n d ;  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  h e  moved t o  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  w h e r e  h e  s e t t l e d  i n  a  P u r i t a n  c o m m u n i t y  ( M c I l w a i n e  
1 9 3 4 : 4 9 8 ;  Meyer  a n d  Dorman 1 9 8 6 : 3 1 2 - 3 1 3 ) . 7  

W .  T .  S t a u f f e r ,  who t r a c e d  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  i n  
1 9 3 4  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  c i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News, c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  Newpor t  
News C r e e k  f o r m e d  t h e  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  G o o k i n  p a t e n t  a n d  
t h a t  N e w p o r t  News' E a s t  End came f r o m  t h e  p a t e n t s  o f  B a r t h o l o m e w  
W e a t h e r s b y ,  Aron  a n d  D e r r i c k  C o r s e s t a n ,  a n d  R o b e r t  a n d  John  
S a l t f o r d .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  R o b e r t  S a l t f o r d  a n d  h i s  w i f e  p a t e n t e d  
l a n d  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  S a l f o r d s  ( S a l t , f o r d s ,  S a l t e r s )  C r e e k  i n  
1 6 2 0  a n d  r e s i d e d  n e a r  i t s  m o u t h .  To t h e  S a l t f o r d  c o u p l e ' s  w e s t  
was  t h e  W e a t h e r s b y  t r a c t ;  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  Newpor t  C r e e k  w e r e  
t h e  C o r s e s t a n s ,  L i k e  t h e  G o o k i n  p a t e n t ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  t r a c t s  w e r e  
s u b d i v i d e d  a n d  s o l d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  b e f o r e  Newpor t  News w a s  c r e a t e d  
( S t a u f  f e r  1 9 3 4 : 3 3 3 ) .  

I n  March  1 6 2 4  t h e  b u r g e s s e s  c o n v e n i n g  a t  J a m e s t o w n  a g r e e d  

5 ~ h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  8 0  p e r s o n s  i n  1 6 2 1  a n d  7 0  p e r s o n s  i n  1 6 2 2  
w o u l d  h a v e  e n t i t l e d  D a n i e l  G o o k i n  t o  7 , 5 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d .  

6 ~ n  1 6 3 7  D a n i e l  G o o k i n s  I1 c l a i m e d  2 , 5 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  o n  t h e  
l o w e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  Nansemond a n d  
C h u c k a t u c k  R i v e r s ,  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  5 0  h e a d r i g h t s .  The  t e x t  o f  h i s  
p a t e n t  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h a d  b e e n  a w a r d e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  
c o u r t  o r d e r  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 6 3 4  ( N u g e n t  1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 9 : 1 : 7 8 ) .  He 
was  l i k e l y  c l a i m i n g  m o r e  o f  t h e  a c r e a g e  t o  w h i c h  h i s  f a t h e r  w a s  
e n t i t l e d  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d r i g h t  s y s  t e m .  

7~ p a t e n t  a l l o c a t e d  t o  W i l l i a m  C o l e  i n  1 6 8 5  r e v e a l s  t h a t  D a n i e l  
G o o k i n  I1 s o l d  a l l  b u t  250  a c r e s  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p a t e n t  c a l l e d  
N e w p o r t  News t o  J o h n  C h a n d l e r .  C h a n d l e r ,  i n  t u r n ,  c o n v e y e d  i t  t o  
C a p t a i n  B e n i d i c t  S t a f f o r d ,  f r o m  whom t h e  p r o p e r t y  e s c h e a t e d  t o  t h e  
Crown.  A s u r v e y  o f  t h e  G o o k i n  t r a c t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  i t  c o n t a i n e d  
1 , 4 3 1  a c r e s  ( N u g e n t  1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 9 : 1 1 : 2 9 1 ) .  A f t e r  W i l l i a m  C o l e ' s  
d e a t h ,  t h e  N e w p o r t  News t r a c t  ( a s  ---- t h e n  d e f i n e d )  p a s s e d  t o  h i s  
d a u g h t e r ,  S u s a n n a ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  C o l .  D u d l e y  D i g g e s .  The p r o p e r t y  
w a s  p a s s e d  down t h r o u g h  t h e  D i g g e s  f a m i l y .  A map made i n  1 7 6 9 ,  t o  
s e t t l e  a b o u n d a r y  d i s p u t e ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  N e w p o r t  News t r a c t  
s t r e t c h e d  f r o m  t h e  M a r i n e r s  Museum's  p r o p e r t y  a t  W a t e r s  C r e e k  
[ L a k e  M a u r y ]  down t o  N e w p o r t  News P o i n t  a n d  e x t e n d e d  e a s t  i n t o  
w h a t  was  t h e n  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y  ( S t a u f f e r  1 9 3 4 : 2 0 5 ) .  



t h a t  m o n t h l y  c o u r t s  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n  two  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  m o r e  
p o p u l o u s  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h a t  l a y  d i s t a n t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  a  l o c a l  
j u d i c i a r y  s y s t e m  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  a n d  C h a r l e s  
C i t y ,  w h e r e  a p p o i n t e d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  c o u l d  d e l i b e r a t e  " s u i t s  a n d  
c o n t r o v e r s i e s  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  o f  
t o b a c c o  a n d  f o r  p u n i s h i n g  p e t t y  o f f e n s e s "  ( H e n i n g  1809-  
1 8 2 3 : 1 : 1 2 5 ) .  I n  1 6 2 7 ,  o f f i c i a l s  a t  J ~ m e s t o w n  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  
e v e n t  o f  a  f o r e i g n  i n v a s i o n ,  a l l  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  E l i z a b e t h  
C i t y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  deemed u n f i t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  
w e r e  t o  b e  w i t h d r a w n  t o  N e w p o r t  News, f r o m  w h i c h  p o i n t  t h e y  c o u l d  
b e  r e m o v e d  t o  S a m u e l  M a t h e w s '  p l a n t a t i o n  ( D e n b i g h  o r  Ma thews  
M a n o r ) ,  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  g r e a t e r  s a f e t y  ( M c I l w a i n e  1 9 3 4 : 1 3 5 ) .  T h a t  
e i g h t  men w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  House  o f  B u r g e s s e s  i n  1 6 2 9  a s  d e l e g a t e s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  w h a t  became  m o d e r n  N e w p o r t  News, r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  
a r e a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  had  g rown  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  The M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  was  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  two  men ,  t h e  Warwick  R i v e r  
p l a n t a t i o n s  by  f o u r  men, a n d  t h e  Nutmeg Q u a r t e r  a r e a  b y  two  men 
( H e n i n g  1 8 0 9 - 1 8 2 3 : I : x i x Y 1 3 9 ) . 8  C o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  g r o w t h  
came t h e  n e e d  f o r  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s  t o  f u l f i l l  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s '  
r e l i g i o u s  n e e d s .  A s  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  was  V i r g i n i a ' s  s t a t e  
c h u r c h ,  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  o n e ' s  p a r i s h  was  c o m p u l s o r y .  By 
1 6 2 7  t h e r e  was  a c h u r c h  o n  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  i n  w h a t  w a s  known a s  
S t a n l e y  H u n d r e d  o r  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  P a r i s h .  I n  1 6 2 9 ,  when t h e  Rev ,  
G e o r g e  K e i t h  ( S k i f f )  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  b e t w e e n  
M a r i e s  Mount  a n d  W a t e r s  C r e e k  was  f o r m e d  i n t o  a  new p a r i s h ,  a n  

ent i t s  l a t e r  known a s  t h e  Nutmeg Q u a r t e r  P a r i s h  ( C o c k e  1 9 6 4 : 1 5 7 -  
1 6 4 ) .  

I n  1 6 3 4  V i r g i n i a  o f f i c i a l s ,  a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
E n g l i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  d i v i d e d  t h e  c o l o n y  i n t o  e i g h t  s h i r e s ,  i n  o r d e r  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  "more c o n v e n i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t "  a n d  s e a t s  f o r  l o c a l  
c o u r t s .  One o f  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  w a s  t h e  Warwick  R i v e r  
S h i r e .  The  " c o u n t i e  o f  W a r r i c k e  R i v e r , "  w h i c h  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  
S k i f f s  C r e e k  a n d  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  t o  X a r i e s  Moun t ,  h a d  8 1 1  
i n h a b i t a n t s ,  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  t h i r d  m o s t  p o p u l o u s  s h i r e  i n  t h e  
c o l o n y  (Anonymous 1 8 7 1 : 9 4 ) .  An a c t  was  p a s s e d  b y  V i r g i n i a ' s  G r a n d  
A s s e m b l y  i n  M a r c h  1 6 4 3  w h e r e b y  t h e  name o f  Warwick  R i v e r  C o u n t y  
was  s h o r t e n e d  t o  Warwick  C o u n t y .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
b o u n d a r i e s  w e r e  r e a f f i r m e d  a n d  d e s c r i b e d  m o r e  f u l l y .  They  
e x t e n d e d  

. . . f r o m  t h e  m o u t h  o f  K e i t h s  [ S k i f f s ]  C r e e k  up  a l o n g  t h e  
l o w e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t h e  d i v i d e n d  o f  
Thomas Harwood . . . w i t h  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d ,  S t a n l e y  H u n d r e d ,  
Warwick  R i v e r ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  M i l l s  a n d  s o  
o n  down t o  N e w p o r t ' s  News [ H e n i n g  1 8 0 9 - 1 8 2 3 : 1 : 2 4 9 - 2 5 0 1 .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  l a n d - h u n g r y  V i r g i n i a  p l a n t e r s  commenced 
--------.---------I_-------------------------- 

8 ~ o w e v e r ,  commenc ing  i n  1 6 6 0  e a c h  c o u n t y  was  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s e n d  
o n l y  two d e l e g a t e s  ( H e n i n g  1 8 0 9 - 1 8 2 3 :  I : x i x ,  1 3 9 ) .  

9 ~ n  1 6 5 6  Nutmeg Q u a r t e r  P a r i s h  w a s  c o n s o l i d a t e d  w i t h  D e n b i g h  
P a r i s h ,  w h i c h  l a y  i m m e d i a t e l y  u p s t r e a m .  I n  1 7 2 5  t h e  M u l b e r r y  
I s l a n d  a n d  D e n k i g h  p a r i s h e s  w e r e  m e r g e d  t o  f o r m  Warwick  P a r i s h .  



a d v a n c i n g  i n t o  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  i n t e r i o r  i n  s e a r c h  o f  new a c r e a g e  u p o n  
w h i c h  t h e y  c o u l d  c u l t i v a t e  t o b a c c o ,  V i r g i n i a ' s  p r i n c i p a l  c r o p .  
T h a n k s  t o  t h e  h e a d r i g h t  s y s t e m ,  t h e y  c o u l d  p a y -  f o r  t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s  t o  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e n  c l a i m  50  
a c r e s  f o r  e v e r y  p e r s o n  t h e y  t r a n s p o r t e d .  I n  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  
V i r g i n i a ' s  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  p l a n t e r s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  l a n d h o l d i n g s  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  
n e e d  f o r  l a b o r .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  
i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  b l a c k s '  e n s l a v e m e n t  a n d  
V i r g i n i a  p l a n t e r s '  r e l i a n c e  u p o n  s l a v e  l a b o r .  

T h e  Mid-To-Late  S e v e n t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  ............................ 
D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  V i r g i n i a ' s  s o c i a l  

s p e c t r u m  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o l a r i z e d .  A t  i t s  t o p  w e r e  t h o s e  who 
h e l d  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  h i g h e s t  o f f i c i a l  p o s t s .  A t  t h e  b o t t o m  w e r e  t h e  
s m a l l e s t  p l a n t e r s  a n d  l a n d l e s s  f r e e d m e n  ( f o r m e r  i n d e n t u r e d  
s e r v a n t s ) ,  p l u s  m i n o r i t i e s  s u c h  a s  b l a c k s  a n d  I n d i a n s .  Somewhere  
i n  b e t w e e n  w e r e  t h e  m i d d l i n g  p l a n t e r s  w h o s e  l a n d h o l d i n g s  w e r e  o f  
m o d e s t  b u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  s i z e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  e l i t e  o f t e n  
q u a r r e l e d  among t h e m s e l v e s  o v e r  t r a d e  a n d  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e y  
s o l i d i f i e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  a s  V i r g i n i a ' s  r e c o g n i z e d  l e a d e r s ,  w i t h  
t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i n c r e a s i n g l y  became  m o r e  r i g i d .  
P o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  was  ( t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t )  m o n o p o l i z e d  by  t h e  
p l a n t e r  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  who h a d  a m a s s e d  f o r t u n e s  i n  l a n d  a n d  s e r v a n t s  
a n d  a d d e d  t o  t h e i r  w e a l t h  t h r o u g h  o f f i c e h o l d i n g .  T h e s e  s ame  men 
f o r g e d  f a m i l y  a l l i a n c e s  t h a t  f u r t h e r e d  t h e i r  a m b i t i o n s  a n d  
p e r p e t u a t e d  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r s  ( B i l l i n g s  e t  a 1  1 9 8 3 : 5 5 - 5 9 ) .  

On J u n e  1 0 ,  1 6 6 7 ,  a  D u t c h  f l e e t  o f  f i v e  s h i p s ,  f l y i n g  E n g l i s h  
c o l o r s ,  s a i l e d  i n t o  Hampton R o a d s .  T h e r e ,  t h e y  made a  s u r p r i s e  
a t t a c k  u p o n  V i r g i n i a ' s  t o b a c c o  f l e e t ,  w h i c h  s h i p s  w e r e  h e a v y  l a d e n  
and l a y  a t  a n c h o r  n e a r  Newpor t  News P o i n t .  L e a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e  
g u a r d  s h i p  ------- E l i z a b e t h  was  l i b p r e p a r e d  t o  f i g h t ,  t h e  D u t c h  c a p t u r e d  
a l l  2 0  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  m e r c h a n t m e n .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i v e  o r  s i x  d a y s  
t h e  D u t c h  r o d e  i n  V i r g i n i a  w a t e r s ,  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  m i l i t i a  p r e v e n t e d  
t h e m  f r o m  s e n d i n g  l a n d i n g  p a r t i e s  a s h o r e .  Howeve r ,  t h e  m i l i t i a  
men w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  t o b a c c o  s h i p s  o r  t o  s t r i k e  a  
d e f i n i t i v e  b l o w  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  i n v a d e r s .  I n  1 6 7 3  V i r g i n i a ' s  
t o b a c c o  f l e e t  a g a i n  f e l l  p r e y  t o  t h e  D u t c h  ( M i d d l e t o n  1 9 5 3 : 3 3 7 -  
3 3 9 ;  R o u s e  1 9 6 9 :  1 4 ) .  

A map p r e p a r e d  b y  A u g u s t i n e  H e r r m a n n  ( 1 6 7 3 )  i n  1 6 7 0  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  p l a n t a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e n  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  
c o l o n y ' s  f o u r  m a j o r  r i v e r s .  A l t h o u g h  H e r r m a n n ' s  r e n d e r i n g  was  a  
s o m e w h a t  s c h e m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  h e  
i n d i c a t e d  ( i . e . ,  t h a t  V i r g i n i a  p l a n t e r s  t e n d e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  
s e a t s  a l o n g  r i v e r  f r o n t a g e  a n d  on  t h e  b a n k s  o f  n a v i g a b l e  s t r e a m s )  
i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  by  t h e  w o r k s  o f  o t h e r  e a r l y  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  (Lamb 
1 6 7 6 ;  H e n r y  1 7 7 0 ;  F r y  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  1 7 7 5 )  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  b y  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t s  a n d  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  
s t i l l  s u r v i v e .  The  H e r r m a n n  map,  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  c o l o n i s t s  
b y  1 6 7 0  w e r e  s e t t l e d  t h i c k l y  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  
t h e  Warwick  R i v e r  a n d  t h e i r  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  p r o m i n e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e s  
N e w p o r t  News P o i n t  ( F i g u r e  3 :  2 ) .  F e r r i e s  c o n n e c t e d  o v e r l a n d  





r o u t e s ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  commerce .  

D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - 1 6 7 0 s ,  when V i r g i n i a  was  c a u g h t  up  i n  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  known a s  B a c o n ' s  R e b e l l i o n ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  on  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  of  Hampton R o a d s  was  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  N a t h a n i e l  B a c o n ' s  
s u p p o r t e r s .  On S e p t e m b e r  3 6 ,  1 6 7 6  G o v e r n o r  W i l l i a m  B e r k e l e y  came 
down t o  Newpor t  News, w h e r e  h e  m u s t e r e d  h i s  men a n d  m e t  w i t h  t h e  
c a p t a i n  o f  a  r o y a l  n a v a l  v e s s e l  t h a t  was  a n c h o r e d  o f f  Newpor t  News 
P o i n t .  Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  men f r o m  t h a t  v e s s e l  c l a s h e d  w i t h  B a c o n ' s  
f o l l o w e r s  a t  Newpor t  News. On O c t o b e r  1 5 t h  a n o t h e r  h o s t i l e  
e n c o u n t e r  o c c u r r e d  a t  Newpor t  News, when B a c o n ' s  p a r t i s a n s  (who 
w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  command o f  a  M r .  H u n t )  e n g a g e d  t h e  k i n g ' s  
men (B.P.R.O.:C.O. 1 / 3 7  f 1 8 1 ) .  

I n  J u n e  1 6 8 0 ,  when V i r g i n i a ' s  House  o f  B u r g e s s e s  p a s s e d  t h e  
f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  a c t s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p o r t  t o w n s  a t  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  town s i t e s  s e l e c t e d  was o n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  b a n k  o f  t h e  Warwick  R i v e r  a t  Deep C r e e k .  Warwick Town, 
l i k e  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  o t h e r  p l a n n e d  t o w n s ,  was t o  b e  50  a c r e s  i n  s i z e .  
The d e s i g n a t e d  t r a c t s  w e r e  l a i d  o f f  a n d  s u r v e y e d  i n t o  l o t s  s o o n  
a f t e r  t h e  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  was  p a s s e d  a n d  i n c e n t i v e s  w e r e  
o f f e r e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( H e n i n g  1809-1823 :11 :471-  
4 7 8 ;  Reps  1 9 7 2 : 6 7 ) .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  1 6 8 0  town a c t  e v e n t u a l l y  was  
s u s p e n d e d ,  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  was p a s s e d  i n  1 6 9 1  a n d  a g a i n ,  
Warwick  Town was d e s i g n a t e d  a n  o f f i c i a l  p o r t .  A l t h o u g h  some o f  
t h e  t o w n s  c r e a t e d  i n  1 6 8 0  h a d  become w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  o t h e r s  
h a d  n o t ,  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  1 6 9 1  a c t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  Warwick Town h a d  
" s e v e r a l  h o u s e s  t h e r e  b u i l t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  b r i c k  c o u r t  h o u s e  a n d  
p r i s o n "  ( H e n i n g  1809-1823:II:508;III:60). P r i o r  t o  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  c o u r t h o u s e  a t  Warwick Town, Warwick  C o u n t y ' s  
c o u r t  j u s t i c e s  c o n v e n e d  a t  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  homes .  C o u r t  s o m e t i m e s  
was  h e l d  a t  t h e  D e n b i g h  P l a n t a t i o n  o f  C a p t a i n  Samue l  Mathews a n d  
M i l e s  C a r y  I1 o f  R i c h n e c k  f r e q u e n t l y  h o s t e d  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t .  He 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  a t  R i c h n e c k  f o r  many y e a r s  a n d  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i n  warm 
w e a t h e r  m e t  u n d e r  t h e  s h a d e  o f  a  l a r g e  e l m  t r e e  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  
became  known a s  t h e  C o u r t h o u s e  Elm ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 2 8 ;  H a r r i s o n  
1 9 1 9 : 9 6 ) .  

The  E i g h t e e n t h  a n d  Ear ly-To-Mid N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r i e s  - - - - - -  .................... 
The James -York  p e n i n s u l a ,  d e s p i t e  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  a  f e w  

s i t e s ,  r e m a i n e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  r u r a l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  a n d  
e a r l y - t o - m i d  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  H i s t o r i c a l  maps r e v e a l  t h a t  
m a j o r  p l a n t a t i o n  s e a t s  l i n e d  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  w h e r e  
t h e  m o r e  a f f l u e n t  p l a n t e r s  h a d  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  
s h i p p i n g  ( ~ r y  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  1 7 5 5 )  ( F i g u r e  3 : 3 ) .  I n l a n d ,  l a r g e  
p l a n t a t i o n s  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  s m a l l  a n d  m i d d l i n g  f a r m s t e a d s  
a n d  l o c a l  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r s .  Toward t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  i n l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
c o r r i d o r s  o p e n e d  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  i n t e r i o r  t o  m o r e  w i d e l y  d i s p e r s e d  
s e t t l e m e n t  ( V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  1 9 8 6 )  . 
Warwick  C o u n t y  g r a d u a l l y  became more  d e n s e l y  p o p u l a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  a r e a  n e a r  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d .  



F i g u r e  3:3 A Map of the Most I n h a b i t e d  P a r t  o f  Virginia 
( F r y  and Jefferson 1755). 



D u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  a  p a r t y  o f  B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r s  
l a n d e d  n e a r  Newpor t  News P o i n t  a n d  m a r c h e d  u p  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
W a t e r s  C r e e k .  T h e r e ,  t h e y  came u n d e r  a t t a c k  b y  a  p a r t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  m i l i t i a ,  who r o u t e d  them s u c c e s s f u l l y .  A f t e r  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  James -York  p e n i n s u l a  r e c o v e r e d  s l o w l y  f r o m  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  w a r .  The r e l o c a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  c a p i t a l  f r o m  
W i l l i a m s b u r g  t o  Richmond a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  a r e a ' s  d e c l i n e  a s  
e m p h a s i s  s h i f t e d  i n l a n d  t o w a r d  t h e  P i e d m o n t ;  c o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  t h e  
d e c l i n e  of  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  came l o s s  o f  b o t h  
p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  w e a l t h .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  l o c a l  economy r e m a i n e d  
v i a b l e ,  Warwick  C o u n t y ' s  s o i l ,  l i k e  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
T i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a ,  was d e p l e t e d ,  l e s s e n i n g  i t s  p r o d u c t i v i t y  
( C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  1 9 8 5 : S e c t i o n  X I I ;  Rouse  
1 9 6 9 :  1 4 ) .  

Maps p r e p a r e d  by  B e r t h i e r  ( 1 7 8 1 ) ,  B i s h o p  J a m e s  Mad i son  ( 1 8 0 7 )  
a n d  Herman Boye ( 1 8 2 6 )  r e v e a l  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  a n d  
e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  a  m a j o r  r o a d  e x t e n d e d  u p  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
f r o m  Hampton R o a d s ,  l i n k i n g  r u r a l  l a n d o w n e r s  w i t h  t h e  a r e a ' s  
s o c i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  them w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  
t h e  s e a c o a s t  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 4  a n d  3 : 5 ) .  Shown p r o m i n e n t l y  on B o y e ' s  
map was t h e  Warwick  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e ,  n e a r  S t o n y  C r e e k ,  t o  w h i c h  
t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  moved i n  1809-1810 .10  

B e t w e e n  1 7 9 0  a n d  1 8 9 0 ,  t h e r e  was a  g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  James -York  p e n i n s u l a ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
b e g a n  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t o w a r d  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  
Land t a x  r e c o r d s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  a s  t i m e  w e n t  o n ,  t h e  r a n k s  o f  
t h e  m i d d l i n g  f a r m e r  d e c l i n e d  a n d  t h e  number  o f  s m a l l  l a n d o w n e r s  
i n c r e a s e d ;  m e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e  l a n d o w n e r  r e m a i n e d  
s t a b l e  (Warwick  C o u n t y  Land Tax L i s t s  1782-1861 ;  C o l o n i a l  
W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  1 9 8 5 : S e c t i o n  X I I ) .  

D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i m p r o v e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f a rm  s i z e  l e d  t o  a r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  r e g i o n ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy.  W h e r e a s  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  
t o b a c c o  h a d  o n c e  p l a y e d  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  T i d e w a t e r  e c o n o m i c s ,  
e m p h a s i s  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  g r a i n  c r o p s .  By t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e  C i v i l  War, a  m i x e d  c r o p  s y s t e m  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  p r e d o m i n a t e d .  
More s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f a r m i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e s t o r e  s o i l  
f e r t i l i t y ,  l e d  t o  i m p r o v e d  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  l a n d  v a l u e s  
( C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  1 9 8 5 : S e c t i o n  X I I ) .  T h a t  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News P o i n t  a r e a  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  
communi ty  i s  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  New P o r t  News 
P o s t  O f f i c e  a t  B e n n e t t ' s  Wharf i n  1 8 5 1 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  f a c i l i t y  was 
d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  1 8 5 4 ,  i t  was r e a c t i v a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 y e a r s  
l a t e r  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 :  1 8 4 ) .  

The C i v i l  War --------- 
E a r l y  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  James -York  p e n i n s u l a  was  c a u g h t  

- - - _ - - - - - I _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ - -  

l o  The  o l d  c o u r t h o u s e  a t  Warwick Town was shown b y  M a d i s o n  
( 1 8 0 7 ) .  



F i g u r e  3 : 4  Map of V i r g i n i a  (Madi son  1807). 



F i g u r e  3 : 5  Map of t h e  S t a t e  of V i r g i n i a  (Boye 1826). 



up  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  f o r  P o r t  Monroe  ( a t  i t s  e a s t e r n m o s t  t i p )  was  a  
U n i o n  s t r o n g h o l d  ( T y l e r  1 9 2 2 : 5 1 - 5 2 ) .  On May 2 5 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  h i s  a r r j v a l  a t  F o r t  Monroe ,  U n i o n  G e n e r a l  B e n j a m i n  F .  B u t l e r  
made a  v i s i t  t o  Newpor t  News P o i n t .  L a t e r ,  h e  n o t e d  t h a t  "We 
l a n d e d  a t  a  l i t t l e  J e t t y  a t  Newpor t  News a n d  c l i m b e d  t h e  b a n k s .  
H e r e  t h e r e  b u r s t  u p o n  my s i g h t  o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  s c e n e s  I e v e r  
b e h e l d .  A t  t h e  p o i n t  n e a r e s t  t h e  r i v e r  was  a  f a r m e r ' s  h o u s e  
s h a d e d  b y  some v e r y  f i n e  e l m s ,  a n d  a  f i e l d  o f  some s i x t y  o r  
s e v e n t y  a c r e s ,  a  p e r f e c t  p l a i n ,  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a b e a u t i f u l  g r o w t h  o f  
s p r i n g  w h e a t "  ( R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 4 1 ) .  B u t l e r  q u i c k l y  d i s p a t c h e d  
r e g i m e n t s  f r o m  New York  a n d  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o  o c c u p y  a n d  f o r t i f y  
t h a t  a r e a .  By J u n e ,  c o l u m b i a d s  w e r e  s e n t  f r o m  F o r t  Monroe  w e r e  
e r e c t e d  a t  Newpor t  News P o i n t ,  e a r t h w o r k s  w e r e  t h r o w n  u p ,  a n d  a  
m i l i t a r y  c o m p l e x  named Camp B u t l e r  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t .  W h a r v e s  t h a t  
h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  by  R o b e r t  B e n n e t t  a n d  P a r k e r  Wes t  w e r e  
c o n f i s c a t e d ,  a s  was  a s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  w a s  p u t  t o  u s e  a s  a  
c o m m i s s a r y . l l  T h r e e  l a r g e  w e l l s  w e r e  d u g ,  f r o m  w h i c h  w a t e r  was  
pumped t o  n a v a l  v e s s e l s .  L a t e r ,  a  b e t t e r  l a n d i n g  p i e r ,  a d d i t i o n a l  
w a r e h o u s e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  Camp B u t l e r  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 8 7 - 8 8 ;  R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 4 5 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 6  a n d  3 : 7 )  ( s e e  
a h e a d ) .  

D u r i n g  mid-summer 1 8 6 1 ,  G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  E. L e e  v i s i t e d  t h e  
J a m e s - Y o r k  p e n i n s u l a ,  i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  b a t t e r i e s  o n  t h e  York  a n d  
J a m e s  R i v e r s  a n d  f o r m u l a t i n g  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  d e f e n s e .  
F o r t i f i c a t i o n s  w e r e  t o  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  a n d  
a c r o s s  t h e  J a m e s  a t  D a y ' s  P o i n t ,  t o  p r e v e n t  U n i o n  n a v a l  v e s s e l s  
f r o m  c i r c u m v e n t i n g  a n y  d e f e n s e s  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s  m i g h t  b u i l d  
a c r o s s  t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  L a t e  i n  t h e  summer ,  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y ' s  
f o r c e s  i n  V i r g i n i a  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ,  w h i c h  l e f t  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a  p o t e n t i a l  U n i o n  
Army o f f e n s i v e .  C o n f e d e r a t e  G e n e r a l  J o h n  B .  M a g r u d e r ,  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  r e t a r d  t h e  U n i o n  Army a d v a n c e  t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  
i n e v i t a b l e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r e e  r o u g h l y  p a r a l l e l  l i n e s  o f  d e f e n s i v e  
w o r k s  t h a t  t o o k  maximum a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  t o p o g r a p h y .  The  
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t  M a g r u d e r ' s  men b u i l t  s l o w e d  t h e  i n v a d i n g  
a r m y ' s  p r o g r e s s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  A U n i o n  e n g i n e e r  l a t e r  w r o t e  t h a t  
'1 t h e s e  g r o u p s  o f  f i e l d w o r k s  w e r e  c o n n e c t e d  b y  r i f l e  t r e n c h e s  o r  
p a r a p e t s  f o r  e a r l y  t h e  w h o l e  d i s t a n c e  . . . e v e r y  k i n d  o f  
o b s t r u c t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  c o u n t r y  a f f o r d s ,  s u c h  a s  a b a t i s ,  m a r s h ,  
i n u n d a t i o n ,  e t c .  w a s  s k i l l f u l l y  u s e d "  ( D a v i s  1 9 6 7 : 3 0 ) .  Around  
March  l s t ,  M a g r u d e r  a b a n d o n e d  h i s  e a s t e r n m o s t  d e f e n c e s  a n d  f e l l  
b a c k  t o  h i s  s e c o n d  l i n e ,  w h i c h  w a s  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  Warwick  
R i v e r ,  f o r  some o f  h i s  d e t a c h m e n t s  w e r e  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  S u f f o l k  a n d  
P o r t s m o u t h  (Webb 1 8 8 1 : 4 9 - 5 0 ) .  O f f  s h o r e  f r o m  N e w p o r t  News, t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e  i r o n c l a d  n a v a l  v e s s e l ,  t h e  -- V i r g i n i a  --- ( t h e  f o r m e r  U .  S .  
s t e a m  f r i g a t e ,  -.__--- M e r r i m a c k )  rammed a n d  s a n k  t h e  U .  S ,  f r i g a t e  

l l ~ c c o r d i n g  t o  G e o r g e  B e n j a m i n  West  ( P a r k e r  W e s t ' s  s o n ) ,  t h e  
f a m i l y ' s  w h a r f  was  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  w h a t  became  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e a s  
B e n n e t t ' s  w h a r f ,  w h i c h  was  r e n t e d  b y  M e r r i a m  a n d  G i l l ,  was  j u s t  
a b o v e  P i e r  No. 5 .  R o b e r t  B e n n e t t  h a d  h a d  a w h a r f  a n d  s t o r e h o u s e  
a t  this l o c a t i o n  s i n c e  c a .  1 8 5 1  ( R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 4 5 ) ,  



F i g u r e  3 : 6  Newport News, now i n  p o s s e s s i o n  . . . o f  
F e d e r a l  Troops ( L e s l i e ' s  I l l u s t r a t e d  News i n  Rouse 
1 9 7 7 : 3 2 ) .  



F i g u r e  3 : 7  U n t i t l e d  p r i n t  o f  Newport News P o i n t  
( L e s l i e ' s  I l l u s t r a t e d  News i n  Rouse 1 9 7 7 : 4 2 ) .  --- e ------ - -  



C u m b e r l a n d  on March  8 ,  1 8 6 2 .  The V i r g i n i a  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  a n d  ---------- ,--X----- 

d e s t r o y e d  t h e  U .  S .  S. ------- C o n g r e s s  o f f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k .  The f o l l o w i n g  
d a y ,  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  d u e l  b e t w e e n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  ( M e r r i m a c k )  a n d  U .  ------- --------- 
S.  S .  M o n i t o r ,  ------ w h i c h  e n d e d  i n  a  d r a w ,  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  Hampton Roads  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 8 5 ) .  

On A p r i l  4 ,  1 8 6 2  Union  G e n e r a l  G e o r g e  B .  M c C l e l l a n  s e t  o u t  
f r o m  F o r t  Monroe ,  i n i t i a t i n g  w h a t  became known a s  t h e  P e n i n s u l a r  
Campa ign .  He was m i s i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  t e r r a i n  t h a t  l a y  a h e a d  a n d  
was u n a w a r e  t h a t  h i s  a rmy o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  o u t n u m b e r e d  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e s .  M c C l e l l a n  i n t e n d e d  t o  move h i s  t r o o p s  f o r w a r d  i n  
two c o l u m n s :  o n e  t h a t  was t o  m a r c h  t o w a r d  York town  and  a n o t h e r  
t h a t  was t o  p a r a l l e l  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  
W i l l i a m s b u r g .  M c C l e l l a n ' s  men s o o n  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  l i n e s  o f  
d e f e n s e  t h a t  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s  h a d  b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  
They a l s o  became b o g g e d  down i n  muddy r o a d s ,  w h i c h  h e a v y  r a i n s  had  
r e n d e r e d  n e a r l y  i m p a s s a b l e .  A f t e r  a  d i f f i c u l t  m a r c h ,  t h e y  came t o  
r e s t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  Warwick R i v e r ,  o p p o s i t e  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e s '  s e c o n d  l i n e  o f  d e f e n s e s .  On May 2 ,  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  
P .  J o h n s t o n ,  who h a d  a s s u m e d  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  command a n d  was  wary  
o f  f a c i n g  a n  army t h a t  o u t n u m b e r e d  h i m  3 t o  1 ,  o r d e r e d  t h e  
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  h i s  e n t i r e  l i n e ,  w h i c h  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  
c o v e r  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  The C o n f e d e r a t e s  t h e n  f e l l  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  t h i r d  
l i n e  o f  d e f e n s e ,  a t  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  A s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r ,  t h e y  
commenced t h e i r  s l o w  r e t r e a t  up t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  Un ion  G e n e r a l  
M c C l e l l a n ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  b e g a n  l e n g t h y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a  s i e g e  upon  
Y o r k t o w n ,  H i s  men f o l l o w e d  t h e  r e t r e a t i n g  C o n f e d e r a t e s  u p  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  R ichmond ,  w h e r e  t h e y  
e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  s t r o n g  d e f e n s i v e  l i n e s  t h a t  r immed t h e  c i t y .  
M c C l e l l a n  a n d  h i s  men w i t h d r e w  (USATCFE 1 9 7 7 ;  D a v i s  1967 :30-46 ;  
Webb 1 8 8 1 : 4 3 - 4 5 ) .  

Un ion  O c c u p a t i o n  
D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  many o f  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a ' s  i n h a b i t a n t s  

a l s o  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  a r e a .  W i t h  t h i s  e x o d u s ,  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  
c o u n t r y s i d e  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  Union  Army. Runaway 
s l a v e s  o r  " c o n t r a b a n d s "  f l o c k e d  t o  Hampton R o a d s  a n d  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  F o r t  Monroe ,  s e e k i n g  r e f u g e .  T h i s  i n f l u x  o f  p e o p l e ,  many o f  
whom came w i t h  o n l y  t h e  c l o t h e s  o n  t h e i r  b a c k s  a n d  a  f e w  i t e m s  
t h e y  c o u l d  c a r r y ,  p o s e d  a  s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  p r o b l e m  f o r  
U n i o n  o f f i c i a l s  who w e r e  i l l - p r e p a r e d  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e m  w i t h  f o o d ,  
s h e l t e r ,  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t .  The t a s k  o f  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e s e  f o r m e r  
s l a v e s  was t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  R e f u g e e s .  R e c o r d s  o f  t h i s  
l i t t l e  known b r a n c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  
s c h o l a r l y  a t t e n t i o n ,  r e v e a l  much a b o u t  l i f e  on  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a  
d u r i n g  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d .  One means  u s e d  b y  f e d e r a l  
o f f i c i a l s  i n  p r o v i d i n g  f o o d  a n d  s h e l t e r  f o r  b l a c k  r e f u g e e s  was t o  
a l l o c a t e  them p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d  b y  i t s  
o w n e r s  o r  c o n f i s c a t e d  f o r  b a c k  t a x e s .  B e c a u s e  a m a s s  e x o d u s  o f  
w h i t e  c i t i z e n s  o c c u r r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  r e a c h e d  t h e  l o w e r  
p e n i n s u l a ,  much v a c a n t  l a n d  was a v a i l a b l e .  R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  
o f  R e f u g e e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  many l o t s  i n  t h e  town o f  Hampton w e r e  
o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s  who c o n s t r u c t e d  s h a n t i e s  f r o m  t h e  r u b b l e  o f  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b u r n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  Abandoned f a r m  



l a n d  t y p i c a l l y  w a s  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  s m a l l  p a r c e l s  t h a t  w e r e  l e a s e d  
t o  r e f u g e e s  who p a i d  t h e i r  r e n t  i n  c r o p - s h a r e s  ( B u r e a u  o f  R e f u g e e s  
1 8 6 2 - 1 8 6 6 ) ,  S o m e t i m e s ,  U n i o n  o f f i c e r s  s i m p l y  c o n f i s c a t e d  a  
l a n d o w n e r ' s  p r o p e r t y  a n d  i s s u e d  i t  t o  b l a c k  r e f u g e e s .  I t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  on  a b a n d o n e d  o r  c o n f i s c a t e d  f a r m s  
s u s t a i n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d a m a g e ,  f o r  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  
t o  s c a v e n g i n g  a s  r e f u g e e s  s o u g h t  b o a r d s ,  n a i l s  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  
f o r  u s e  i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  s h a n t i e s .  A map o f  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a ' s  
s o - c a l l e d  G o v e r n m e n t  F a r m s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  n e a r l y  40  p r o p e r t i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  m o d e r n  N e w p o r t  News w e r e  u s e d  b y  b l a c k  
r e f u g e e s .  W i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a ,  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  S m i t h ,  P a r i s h ,  
a n d  Marrow p l a n t a t i o n s  a t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  w e r e  p u t  t o  
t h i s  u s e ,  a s  was  th .e  F i t c h e t t  p r o p e r t y  ( F r e e d m e n ' s  B u r e a u  1 8 6 6 )  
( F i g u r e  3  : 8 )  . 

I n  1 8 6 5 ,  when A.  D ,  B a c h e  ( 1 8 6 5 )  p r e p a r e d  a  h i g h l y  s e n s i t i v e  
t o p o g r a p h i c  map o f  Newpor t  News P o i n t  a n d  v i c i n i t y ,  h e  d e p i c t e d  
a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  a number  o f  i m p o r t a n t  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  N e a r  t h e  
n o r t h e r n m o s t  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  map was  F o r t  E r i c c s o n ,  a  U n i o n  Army 
p o s t . 1 2  F a r m s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  
a n d  Hampton R o a d s .  I n l a n d ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  m a i n  r o a d  
p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k ,  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  was  w o o d e d .  F a r m s  
a l s o  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  N e w p o r t  News C r e e k  a n d  
a t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k .  Camp B u t l e r ,  t h e  U n i o n  Army 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  t h a t  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 6 1 ,  e n c o m p a s s e d  a  m a s s i v e  e x p a n s e  
o f  w a t e r f r o n t  l a n d  a n d  e x t e n d e d  i n l a n d  t o  t h e  m a i n  r o a d . 1 3  W i t h i n  
i t s  c o n f i n e s ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  p i e r s  p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  
O f f  s h o r e ,  B a c h e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  w r e c k  o f  t h e  ---- F l o r i d a ,  a  c a p t u r e d  
C o n f e d e r a t e  v e s s e l  t h a t  was  rammed a n d  s u n k  i n  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  on 
November 2 8 ,  1 8 6 4  ( B a c h e  1 8 6 5 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 1  t h r o u g h  3 : 1 4 ) .  l 4  
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1 2 ~ o r t  E r i c c s o n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company ' s  f a c i l i t i e s .  
G e o r g e  B e n j a m i n  West, who c h r o n i c l e d  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  Newpor t  News 
was  i n  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i o n  Army, r e c a l l e d  t h a t  " ~ r .  R o b e r t  
L e e ,  w i f e  a n d  some s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  l i v e d  a b o u t  4 2 n d  S t r e e t  n e a r  
W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ;  a fort was built around his house a n d  t h e r e  w a s  
n o  s i g n  o f  i t  when t h e  w a r  c l o s e d "  ( R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 4 4 ) ,  W e s t ' s  
s t a t e m e n t  i s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  t h e  maps  o f  L i n d e n k o h l  ( 1 8 6 2 ) ,  who 
i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  f o r t  s i t e ,  a n d  Humphreys  ( 1 8 6 2 )  who showed  R. L e e ' s  
home a t  a n  a n a l y g o u s  l o c a t i o n  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 9  a n d  3 : 1 0 ) .  

1 3 d c c o r d i n g  t o  G e o r g e  B e n j a m i n  W e s t ' s  a c c o u n t ,  Camp B u t l e r ' s  
e a r t h w o r k s  e x t e n d e d  i n  a  s e m i - c i r c l e  f r o m  t h e  f o o t  o f  B i e r  N O .  2 
t o  P i e r  No. 8  o r  9 ,  a t  1 8 t h  S t r e e t .  H e  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  t h e r e  was " q u i t e  a  s t r o n g  e a r t h w o r k  on 
w h i c h  w e r e  m o u n t e d  a f t e r w a r d s  some h e a v y  g u n s "  ( R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 4 6 ) .  
W e s t ' s  p r o j e c t e d  l o c a t i o n  o f  Camp B u t l e r  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  B a c h e  
( 1 8 6 5 )  a n d  S a n b o r n  ( 1 9 0 7 )  m a p s ,  

1 4 1 n  1 9 8 2  t h e  w r e c k  o f  t h e  ---- F l o r i d a  was  a d d e d  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
L a n d m a r k s  R e g i s t e r .  I t  a l s o  was  d e c l a r e d  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  



Figure 3:s Map Showing Position of Government Farms [for 
Freedmen in Southeastern Virginia] (Freedmen's Bureau 
1 8 6 6 )  



F i g u r e  3 : 9  A M i l i t a r y  Map o f  S E  Virginia ( L i n d e n k o h l  
1862). 



F i g u r e  3 :  1 0  Map o f  S o u t h e a s t  V i r g i n i a  (Humphreys 1 8 6 2 ) .  



F i g u r e  3 : l l  Newport News P o i n t  (Bache 1865). 
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Figure 3 : 1 , 3 :  N e w p o r t  News P o i n t  (Bache 1 8 6 5 ) .  
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Figure 3 : 1 4  Newport News Point (Bache 1865). 



A f t e r  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  a t  A p p o m a t t o x ,  Camp B u t l e r  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  
a  d e t e n t i o n  f a c i l i t y  f o r  C o n f e d e r a t e  p r i s o n e r s - o f - w a r .  I n m a t e s  
b e g a n  a r r i v i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  a n d  w e r e  d e t a i n e d  
t h e r e  d u r i n g  May a n d  J u n e  1 8 6 5 .  By e a r l y  J u l y  m o s t  o f  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  home a n d  on  A u g u s t  2 ,  1 8 6 5  Camp B u t l e r  was  
d e a c t i v a t e d .  An e s t i m a t e d  3 , 4 3 4  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  d e t a i n e d  a t  Camp 
B u t l e r  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 9 8 ) .  

The R e c o n s t r u c t  i o n  E r a  ..................... 
A f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y ,  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  e c o n o m y  

r e c o v e r e d  s l o w l y  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  w a r .  V i r g i n i a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s y s t e m  u n d e r w e n t  immense  c h a n g e s  i n  b o t h  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e  
t y p e s  o f  c r o p s  r a i s e d .  The l o s s  o f  s l a v e  l a b o r ,  u p o n  w h i c h  a n  
e s t i m a t e d  h a l f  o f  l o c a l  f a r m e r s  h a d  d e p e n d e d ,  a n d  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
f a r m  f a m i l i e s '  work  f o r c e ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  l a r g e  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  w h i t e  m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  k i l l e d  o r  
d i s a b l e d  i n  t h e  w a r ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s h a r p  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  number  o f  
a c r e s  t i l l e d .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  
T i d e w a t e r ,  f a r m  f a m i l i e s  s h i f t e d  t o  l e s s  l a b o r - i n t e n s i v e  c r o p s  
( s u c h  a s  g r o w i n g  f r u i t  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s  f o r  u r b a n  m a r k e t s  o r  
b e c o m i n g  m o r e  h e a v i l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n i m a l  h u s b a n d r y  ( M c C a r t n e y  
1 9 8 7 ) .  Many f a r m s  w e r e  o p e r a t e d  b y  s h a r e c r o p p e r s ,  some o f  whom 
w e r e  b l a c k s  who c h o s e  t o  r e m a i n  near t h e i r  f o r m e r  homes  a f t e r  t h e  
w a r .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  d r o p p e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a n d  f a r m  
s i z e  d e c l i n e d  by  a  t h i r d  t o  a  f i f t h ,  a s  l a r g e  t r a c t s  w e r e  
s u b d i v i d e d  when i m p o v e r i s h e d  l a n d o w n e r s  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  s e l l  o u t ,  
L a t e r ,  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  
e c o n o m y ,  a t t r a c t i n g  i n d u s t r y  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  new a n d  e x p a n d e d  
m a r k e t s  f o r  l o c a l  p r o d u c t s  ( C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  
1 9 8 5 : S e c t i o n  X I I ) .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 6 6 - 1 8 6 7  t h e  i d e a  o f  o p e n i n g  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a  
t o  r a i l  t r a v e l  a t t r a c t e d  p o p u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  The  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  
o f  b o t h  V i r g i n i a  a n d  Wes t  V i r g i n i a  a p p r o v e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  
r a i l  l i n e  f r o m  " t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  t o  t h e  O h i o  R i v e r , ' '  
w h a t  became  known a s  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  a n d  O h i o  R a i l r o a d  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 : 1 0 5 ;  R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 4 9 ) .  C a r t o g r a p h e r  J e d  H o t c h k i s s  p r e p a r e d  a 
map o f  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a  t h a t  showed  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  
o f  w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  t h e  " p r o p o s e d  Richmond a n d  Newpor t  News 
R a i l r o a d . "  He a l s o  d e p i c t e d  many o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  m i n o r  r o a d w a y s  a n d  
i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  s i t e s  o f  F o r t  E r i c c s o n  a n d  Camp B u t l e r  ( H o t c h k i s s  
1 8 6 7 )  ( F i g u r e  3 :  1 5 ) .  

I t  was  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - t o - l a t e  1 8 6 0 s  t h a t  C o l l i s  B .  
H u n t i n g t o n ,  a w e a l t h y  e n t r e p r e n e u r  who h a d  made  h i s  f o r t u n e  
s e l l i n g  m i n i n g  g e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  G o l d  R u s h  a n d  t h e n  
b e c a m e  a g r e a t  r a i l r o a d  b u i l d e r  i n  t h e  W e s t ,  s e n t  h i s  a g e n t s  t o  
t h e  J a m e s - Y o r k  p e n i n s u l a  t o  b u y  u p  l a n d  t h a t  l a y  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  r a i l r o a d .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  a c q u i r e d  a n  
e s t i m a t e d  1 7 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .  I n  1 8 3 7  H u n t i n g t o n  h a d  v i s i t e d  t h e  l o w e r  
p e n i n s u l a  a s  a  1 6  y e a r  o l d  p e d l a r  a n d  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  
i t  was a n  i d e a l  s i t e  f o r  e n t e r p r i s e .  Warwick  C o u n t y  Deed B o o k s  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  b y  1 8 6 6 ,  C a l v i n  G i d d i n g s  ( o n e  o f  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  
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Figure 3:15 J a m e s  C i t y ,  York,  a n d  Warwick a n d  [ I o r t h  
C i t y  County ( H o t c h k i s s  1 8 6 7 ) .  



a g e n t s )  was p u r c h a s i n g  f a r m l a n d  t h a t  s p a n n e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
r a i l r o a d ' s  r i g h t - o f - w a y .  He b o u g h t  t h e  f a r m s  o f  W i l l i a m  L e e  ( 2 7 0  
a c r e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  62nd S t r e e t )  a n d  A r m i s t e a d  H a u g h t o n  ( 1 3 6  
a c r e s  b e t w e e n  5 6 t h  a n d  6 0 t h  S t r e e t s )  a n d  i n  1 8 6 7  a c q u i r e d  t h e  
W i l b e r n  ( b e t w e e n  2 7 t h  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s )  a n d  B r i a r f i e l d  ( 9 0 0  a c r e s  
b e t w e e n  52nd  a n d  5 6 t h  S t r e e t s )  t r a c t s .  B e t w e e n  1 8 7 3  a n d  1 8 8 1  t h e  
f a r m s  o f  Thomas W .  L e e  ( 2 4 0  a c r e s  b e t w e e n  4 4 t h  a n d  5 3 r d  S t r e e t s ) ,  
R o b e r t  H .  L e e  ( 2 1 5  a c r e s  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  4 4 t h  S t r e e t s ) ,  t h e  
H a w k i n s '  ( 3 2 3  a c r e s  e n c o m p a s s i n g  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ' s  s h o r e  l i n e  
b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  a  r a v i n e  b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s )  
a n d  W i l l i a m  W a s h i n g t o n  Burk  ( 1 5 5  a c r e s  o n  t h e  J a m e s ,  b e t w e e n  1 8 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  b l o c k  b e t w e e n  2 6 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s )  
w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  by H u n t i n g t o n ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  A map o f  p a r t  o f  
E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  w i t h  Newpor t  News P o i n t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  i n  1 8 8 1  t h e  
a r e a  was s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 8 1 , 1 0 5 - 1 0 7 ;  Warwick  
C o u n t y  Deed Book 1: 1 3 - 1 4 , 5 5 1 - 5 5 3 , 5 5 5 ;  Rouse  1 9 8 6 : 3 4 , 7 2 )  ( F i g u r e  
3 : 1 6 ) .  

I n  1 8 6 9 ,  C o l l i s  P. H u n t i n g t o n  f o r m e d  a  s y n d i c a t e  t h a t  
p u r c h a s e d  a  c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  and  Ohio  
R a i l r o a d .  A c o m m i t t e e  o f  6 & 0  i n v e s t o r s  c o n s i d e r e d  s e v e r a l  
l o c a t i o n s  a s  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  e a s t e r n  t e r m i n u s .  
U l t i m a t e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  p r o p o s a l  was  
t h e  m o s t  f e a s i b l e ,  The C & 0, h a v i n g  e x t e n d e d  i t s  t r a c k s  w e s t w a r d  
t o  t h e  Oh io  R i v e r ,  commenced i m p l e m e n t i n g  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  p l a n  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  a  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  t o  Hampton R o a d s .  Land n e g o t i a t i o n s  
s o m e t i m e s  w e r e  impeded  by  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  a n d  r e a l  e s t a t e  
s p e c u l a t o r s  who h e l d  o u t  f o r  a  h i g h e r  p r i c e  ( J e s t e r  1961 :108-110 ;  
R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 5 0 - 5 1 ) . 1 5  

The  1 8 7 0 s  a n d  8 0 s :  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  P l a n s  T a k e  S h a p e  .......................... 
The R a i l r o a d  a n d  P i e r s  

Pn 1 8 7 3 ,  w h i l e  t h e  C & 0 ' s  Hampton R o a d s  r i g h t - o f - w a y  was  
b e i n g  s u r v e y e d ,  a n a t i o n w i d e  e c o n o m i c  r e c e s s i o n  b r o u g h t  t h e  
p r o j e c t  t o  a  h a l t .  L a t e r ,  t h e  C & 0  r e o r g a n i z e d  a n d  V i r g i n i a ' s  
G e n e r a l  Assembly  w e n t  on r e c o r d  a s  e n d o r s i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
r a i l r o a d .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  l a s t  l e g  o f  t h e  r a i l  l i n e ' s  r i g h t -  
of-way was l a i d  o u t . 1 6  By F e b r u a r y  1 8 8 1 ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was 
u n d e r w a y .  C o n t e m p o r a r y  news a c c o u n t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a n  e s t i m a t e d  
2 , 2 0 0  h a n d s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  C & 0  r a i l  l i n e  t o  

1 5 0 n e  l a n d o w n e r  whose  p r o p e r t y  was c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
o f  C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  p l a n  was  G e o r g e  B e n j a m i n  W e s t ,  s o n  a n d  
h e i r  of  P a r k e r  West  w h o s e  243  a c r e  f a r m  s t r a d d l e d  Newpor t  News 
P o i n t  a n d  b o r d e r e d  Newpor t  News C r e e k .  A l t h o u g h  West was  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  h e  w a s  i n t e n t  u p o n  
r e t a i n i n g  p a r t  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y .  H u n t i n g t o n ,  who i n f o r m e d  Wes t  
t h a t  h e  was  a n  i m p e d i m e n t  t o  h i s  p l a n s ,  i n s i s t e d  o n  b u y i n g  h im 
o u t .  W e s t ,  i n  t u r n ,  v i e w e d  H u n t i n g t o n  a s  w e a l t h y ,  p o w e r f u l  a n d  
u n s c r u p u l o u s  ( R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 1 3 2 - 1 3 3 ) .  

l 6 ~ l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y  c e d e d  a  s m a l l  amoun t  o f  l a n d  t o  Warwick  
C o u n t y  s o  t h a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  r i g h t - o f - w a y  w o u l d  b e  i n  o n l y  o n e  
p o l i t i c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ( R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 5 1 ) .  





Hampton  R o a d s .  One g r o u p  o f  w o r k e r s  h e a d e d  e a s t  f r o m  Richmond ,  
w h e r e a s  a n o t h e r  made i t s  way w e s t w a r d  f r o m  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a .  S o m e t i m e s ,  p r o g r e s s  was  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  l a b o r  
d i s p u t e s .  On O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  1 8 8 1  M a j o r  J .  J .  Gordon  d r o v e  a  g o l d e n  
s p i k e  i n  t h e  M a g a z i n e  f i e l d  i n  W i l l i a r n s b u r g ,  s i g n i f y i n g  t h a t  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  h a d  r e a c h e d  c o m p l e t i o n .  A t e m p o r a r y  
s p u r  l i n e  was b u i l t  f r o m  L e e  H a l l  t o  Y o r k t o w n ,  s o  t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  
f r o m  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l  c o u l d  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  o f  
C o r n w a l l i s '  s u r r e n d e r  a t  Y o r k t o w n .  Commencing May 1 ,  1 8 8 2  t h e  C & 
0 b e g a n  o p e r a t i n g  t h r o u g h  t r a i n s  t o  N e w p o r t  News. I n  1 8 9 1  a s p u r  
l i n e  was  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  N e w p o r t  News t o  F o r t  Monroe  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 : 1 0 8 - 1 1 0 ;  R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 5 0 - 5 1 ) .  

C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  Newpor t  News w o u l d  d e v e l o p  
i n t o  a  m a j o r  s e a p o r t  i s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  h i s  a g e n t s '  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  
p u r c h a s e  n o t  o n l y  a c r e a g e  t h a t  l a y  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  
p r o p o s e d  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  b u t  a l s o  l a n d  t h a t  w a s  p e r i p h e r a l  t o  i t .  
T h e s e  men w e r e  t o  a c q u i r e  a 1 1  " n e c e s s a r y  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r f r o n t  a n d  
r i p a r i a n  r i g h t s  a n d  t o  e r e c t  t h e r e o n  . . . w h a r v e s ,  s h o p s ,  r o u n d -  
h o u s e s ,  w a r e h o u s e s ,  e l e v a t o r s ,  c o a l  t i p p l e s ,  t i m b e r  y a r d s ,  c o t t o n  
a n d  t o b a c c o  p r e s s e s "  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 0 8 - 1 1 0 ;  R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 5 1 - 5 2 ) .  
H u n t i n g t o n ' s  p i e r s ,  w h a r v e s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  u n d e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  b y  l a t e  1 8 8 0  a n d  b y  1 8 8 2  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d . 1 7  A c o a l  
p i e r  was  b u i l t  m e a s u r i n g  8 2 5  f e e t  l o n g  a n d  SO f e e t  w i d e ;  i t s  
t w e l v e  c h u t e s  c o u l d  s e r v i c e  s i x  v e s s e l s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  A g r a i n  
e l e v a t o r  w i t h  a  1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  b u s h e l  c a p a c i t y  w a s  e r e c t e d  i n  1 8 8 2 ,  i n  
a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  e x p o r t i n g  g r a i n  f r o m  t h e  M i d w e s t .  The  V i r g i n i a  
N a v i g a t i o n  Company ' s  p a d d l e - s t e a m e r ,  ---- A r i e l ,  b e g a n  m a k i n g  s t o p s  a t  
N e w p o r t  News i n  1 8 8 2 .  By 1 8 8 3  f e r r y  a n d  s t e a m s h i p  c o m p a n i e s  
b r o u g h t  b u s i n e s s m e n  a n d  v a c a t i o n e r s  t o  Newpor t  News' p a s s e n g e r  
p i e r s .  The  s t e a m b o a t ,  ------ L o u i s e ,  was  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  C & 0  i n  1 8 8 6 ;  
i t  made r e g u l a r  p a s s e n g e r  r u n s  b e t w e e n  N o r f o l k  a n d  Newpor t  News 
u n t i l  1 9 0 2 .  The  p i e r s  a t  N e w p o r t  News w e r e  shown o n  a  map o f  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  N o r f o l k  C o u n t y  t h a t  w a s  made i n  1 8 8 7  ( S y k e s  a n d  
Gwathmey 1 8 8 7 )  ( F i g u r e  3 :  1 7 ) .  I n  t i m e ,  a s t e a m s h i p  l i n e  c o n n e c t e d  
N e w p o r t  News w i t h  L i v e r p o o l ,  E n g l a n d ,  a l l u d i n g  t o  t h e  new 
s e a p o r t ' s  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commerce  
( N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m s  1 9 8 2 : 3 - 5 ;  J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : l l O -  
1 1 3 , 1 8 7 ;  R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 5 1 - 5 3 ) .  

The  S h i p y a r d  
I n  1 8 8 6  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  Dry  Dock a n d  C ~ n s t r u c t i o n  Company was  

c h a r t e r e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e p a i r i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  s h i p s ,  f o r  
t h e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  n a v a l  v e s s e l s  t h a t  p l i e d  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  
Hampton R o a d s  p r o v i d e d  a  r e a d y m a d e  m a r k e t  f o r  s u c h  s e r v i c e s .  
L i t e r a l l y  h u n d r e d s  o f  a b l e - b o d i e d  men,  b o t h  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e ,  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  n e e d e d  o n l y  t o  b e  t r a i n e d .  C o l l i s  P. 
H u n t i n g t o n  l a t e r  s a i d  t h a t  "I t  w a s  my o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  t o  s t a r t  

1 7 ~ e o r g e  B e n j a m i n  West  w r o t e  t h a t  w h a r f - b u i l d i n g  o n  h i s  p r o p e r t y  
commenced i n  December  1 8 8 0 ,  when W a l t e r  P o s t  a r r i v e d  w i t h  a c r e w  
o f  l a b o r e r s ,  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r s  b u i l t  s h a n t i e s  o n  h i s  
b e a c h ,  s t a c k e d  p i l i n g s  a n d  l u m b e r  on  h i s  w a t e r f r o n t  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  
f r e e l y  u s e d  t h e  w a t e r  f r o m  h i s  w e l l  ( R o u s e  1 9 7 7 : 1 3 3 ) .  
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a  s h i p y a r d  a n d  p l a n t  i n  t h e  b e s t  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  I h a v e  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  my p u r p o s e .  I t  i s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  g a t e w a y  o f  t h e  s e a .  
T h e r e  i s  n e v e r  a n y  i c e  i n  w i n t e r  a n d  i t  i s  n e v e r  s o  c o l d  b u t  y o u  
c a n  hammer m e t a l  o u t  o f  d o o r s . "  A t r a c t  o f  l a n d  t h a t  f r o n t e d  
a l o n g  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  was  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  
s i t e  o f  t h e  s h i p y a r d .  I t s  d r y  d o c k  was  c o m p l e t e d  i n  A p r i l  1 8 8 9 ,  
a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  U .  S .  m o n i t o r ,  P u r i t a n ,  d o c k e d  t h e r e .  W i t h i n  ------ 
e i g h t  m o n t h s ,  i t  was  d e c i d e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  r e p a i r  v e s s e l s  b u t  a l s o  
t o  b u i l d  t h e m .  T h e r e f o r e  on  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  1 8 9 0  t h e  N e w p o r t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  Dock Company was  c h a r t e r e d .  The f i r s t  v e s s e l  
b u i l t  on t h e  p r e m i s e s  was  t h e  t u g  Dorothy- ,  w h i c h  was  l a u n c h e d  o n  --- 
December  1 7 ,  1 8 9 0  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 1 9 - 1 2 1 , 1 8 7 ) .  

T h e  Town o f  N e w p o r t  News 
A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  C & 0 ' s  t e r m i n u s  a t  Newpor t  

News was  a s s u r e d ,  p l a n s  w e r e  made  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  t own  t h e r e ,  On 
O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  O l d  D o m i n i o n  Land  Company w a s  o r g a n i z e d  f o r  
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a n a g i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  e x c e s s  
p r o p e r t y  a n d  l a n d  o p t i o n s  t h a t  C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n  h e l d  o n  b e h a l f  
o f  t h e  C & 0 .  E u g e n e  E .  McLean o f  New Y o r k ,  t h e  O ld  D o m i n i o n  Land  
Company ' s  e n g i n e e r ,  made a  map o f  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  t own  o f  
N e w p o r t  News. I t  w a s  o r i e n t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  g r i d  p l a n ,  w i t h  
n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  t h a t  r a n  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  a n d  a v e n u e s  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  
n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h .  L o t s  m e a s u r e d  2 5  f t .  w i d e  a n d  1 0 0  f t .  d e e p .  I n  
a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  York town  C e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  two  p r i n c i p a l  
a v e n u e s  w e r e  named f o r  p r o m i n e n t  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War g e n e r a l s ,  
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L a f  a y e  t t e  (McLean 1 8 8 1 )  ( F i g u r e  3 :  1 8 ) -  When t h e  
f l e d g l i n g  town commenced d e v e l o p i n g ,  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  
b e t w e e n  1 8 t h  a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  p o i n t  g r o w t h  f a n n e d  o u t  
b o t h  t h e  e a s t  a n d  n o r t h .  B e l o w  22nd  S t r e e t  w e r e  t h e  C & 0 d o c k s  
a n d  y a r d s .  Wes t  Avenue ,  w h i c h  b o r d e r e d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  was  
c o n s i d e r e d  N e w p o r t  News' c h o i c e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a .  The  t o w n ' s  
b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  was  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0 r i g h t - o f - - w a y .  Two s u c h  e t h n i c  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  
w e r e  Dawson C i t y  a n d  B l o o d f i e l d .  Newpor t  News' f i r s t  h o t e l ,  t h e  
L a f a y e t t e  H o u s e ,  w h i c h  w a s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  L a f a  e t t e  
Avenue  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  o p e n e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s  i n  J u n e  1 8 8 1 .  1 8  
N e w p o r t  News' s e c o n d  h o t e l  w a s  t h e  W a r w i c k ,  w h i c h  b y  1 8 8 2  w a s  
u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m  1 9 8 2 : 5 - 9 ;  
R o u s e  1 9 6 9 : 4 1 ;  J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 1 4 - 1 1 5 ) .  

The  Old  D o m i n i o n  Land Company b e g a n  v i g o r o u s l y  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Newpor t  News. I n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  town a p p e a l i n g ,  
t h e y  d o n a t e d  l a n d  u p o n  w h i c h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  
w e r e  b u i l t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  U n i o n  C h a p e l , 1 9  t h e  1 s t  N a t i o n a l  B a n k  

1 8 ~ h e  L a f a y e t t e  House  l a t e r  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  c i t y ' s  f i r s t  h o s p i t a l ,  
N e w p o r t  News G e n e r a l .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  
b o  s m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 8 6 ) .  

16The  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  f o r  N e w p o r t  News' w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  
w e r e  h e l d  a t  w h a t  was  c a l l e d  t h e  U n i o n  C h a p e l .  I n  1 8 8 9  i t  w a s  
l o c a t e d  on  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  West  Avenue .  By 1 8 9 1  t h e  c h a p e l  s i t e  
h a d  b e e n  r e d e v e l o p e d .  The U n i o n  C h a p e l  was  t h e  " m o t h e r  c h u r c h "  o f  
f o u r  downtown c o n g r e g a t i o n s  o f  w o r s h i p e r s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 8 9 ;  J e s t e r  





of  Newpor t  News, t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  town h a l l ,  s c h o o l s , 2 0  
l i b r a r i e s ,  p a r k s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  s e r v e d  t h e  p u b l i c  g o o d .  
S i x  u n d e v e l o p e d  b l o c k s  a l o n g  t h e  J a m e s ,  b e t w e e n  2 4 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  w e r e  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  a  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  known a s  
C a s i n o  P a r k .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 s  t h e  O l d  D o m i n i o n  L a n d  Company 
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  Newpor t  News L i g h t  a n d  W a t e r  Company t o  b r i n g  m o d e r n  
u t i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  W a t e r  w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  
N e w p o r t  News f r o m  a p u m p i n g  s t a t i o n  t h a t  was  1 8  m i l e s  away  a t  L e e  
H a l l  L a k e ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  wooden  c o n d u i t .  N e w p o r t  News' f i r s t  
hometown n e w s p a p e r ,  The  Wedge, p u b l i s h e d  i t s  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  on  ------ -- 
A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 8 8 3  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 2 1 , 1 8 6 - 1 8 7 ;  N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y  S y s t e m  1 9 8 2 : 5 - 9 , 1 6 ) .  

T h e  L o c a l  P o p u l a t i o n  
M i d - t o - l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  d e m o n s t r a t e  

t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  town a t  N e w p s r t  News P o i n t  c h a n g e d  
Warwick  C o u n t y ' s  d e m o g r a p h i c  make-up d r a m a t i c a l l y .  I n  1 8 4 0 ,  when 
c e n s u s - t a k e r s  f i r s t  c l a s s i f i e d  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o l d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  n a v i g a t i o n  o r  a 
p r o f e s s i o n ,  439  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( o r  9 8  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  h e a d s  
o f  h o u s e h o l d )  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ;  e i g h t  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( l e s s  
t h a n  2 p e r c e n t )  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  n a v i g a t i o n  w h e r e a s  o n e  w a s  i n  a  
p r o f e s s i o n .  I n  1 8 5 0 ,  when s p e c i f i c  o c c u p a t i o n s  w e r e  l i s t e d  by  t h e  
name o f  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  t a b u l a t e d ,  Warwick  C o u n t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n c l u d e d  f a r m e r s  a n d  o v e r s e e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  
w h e e l w r i g h t s ,  m i l l e r s ,  s e a  c a p t a i n s  a n d  s a i l o r s ,  c l e r g y m e n ,  
l u m b e r e r s ,  l a b o r e r s  a n d  b r i c k l a y e r s .  By 1 8 6 0  t h e  c o u n t y  h a d  
f a r m e r s  a n d  o v e r s e e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  l a b o r e r s ,  s a i l o r s ,  t e a m s t e r s ,  
l a u n d r e s s e s ,  d i t c h - d i g g e r s ,  p l u s  a  w e a v e r ,  a  t a i l o r ,  a c a r p e n t e r ,  
a n  e n g i n e e r ,  a  p l a s t e r e r ,  a c o n s t a b l e ,  a  b l a c k s m i t h  a n d  a  
c o a l b e a r e r  (Warwick  C o u n t y  C e n s u s  1 8 4 0 - 1 8 6 0 ) .  

I n  1 8 7 0 ,  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  Warwick  C o u n t y ' s  c i t i z e n s  w a s  
l i s t e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  e t h n i c  a f f i l i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  l i v e d .  W i t h i n  N e w p o r t  D i s t r i c t ,  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Newpor t  News P o i n t ,  w e r e  5 0  f a r m e r s ,  1 1 7  
l a b o r e r s ,  1 6  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s ,  a n d  7 h o u s e  c a r p e n t e r s ;  b o t h  
b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  w o r k e d  i n  t h e s e  o c c u p a t i o n s .  A l s o  p r e s e n t  w e r e  
4 r e t a i l  g r o c e r s ,  3 s t o r e  c l e r k s ,  2 s h i p  c a r p e n t e r s ,  a l u m b e r  
m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  2 m a c h i n i s t s ,  2 b r i e k m a s o n s ,  a w h e e l w r i g h t ,  a  
r e t i r e d  l a w y e r ,  a n d  a n  o y s t e r m a n ,  a l l  o f  whom w e r e  w h i t e .  The  
c o u n t y  c l e r k  o f  c o u r t ,  S a m u e l  T. J o n e s  o f  t h e  Newpor t  D i s t r i c t ,  
w a s  a  m u l a t t o .  No o n e  o f  f o r e i g n  b i r t h  w a s  t h e n  l i v i n g  i n  N e w p o r t  
D i s t r i c t  (Warwick  C o u n t y  C e n s u s  1 8 7 0 ) .  

T h e  1 8 8 0  c e n s u s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  men a n d  women h a d  moved t o  t h e  
N e w p o r t  D i s t r i c t  f r o m  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s ,  
p r e s u m a b l y  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  g r o w i n g  
a r r a y  o f  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  W o r k e r s  f r o m  E n g l a n d ,  I r e l a n d  
a n d  S c o t l a n d  a n d  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  
-P---------P--------------------------------__. 

1 9 6 1 :  1 8 6 ) .  
2 0 ~ h e  c i t y ' s  f i r s t  b l a c k  s c h o o l  was  on  22nd  S t r e e t ;  i t s  f i r s t  

w h i t e  s c h o o l  was  o n  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 8 6 ) .  



P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  New J e r s e y ,  Rhode I s l a n d  and  M a r y l a n d )  w e r e  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  A l l  f o u r  o f  Newpor t  D i s t r i c t ' s  r e t a i l  g r o c e r s  w e r e  
f r o m  N o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  a n d  i t s  o n e  a n d  o n l y  m e r c h a n t  was  B r i t i s h .  
S a i l o r s ,  who w e r e  b o t h  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e ,  w e r e  n a t i v e s  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  New J e r s e y  a n d  I r e l a n d .  L i v i n g  i n  Newpor t  D i s t r i c t  
i n  1 8 8 0  w e r e  1 2 2  f a r m e r s ,  5 s e a m e n ,  39 s a i l o r s ,  a  m e r c h a n t ,  42 
l a b o r e r s ,  a  m i l l e r ,  8  c a r p e n t e r s ,  4  r e t a i l  g r o c e r s ,  a  m a i d  
s e r v a n t ,  a  s a w y e r  a n d  a  g e n t l e m a n .  W i t h i n  t h e . d i s t r i c t  w e r e  209 
h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  o c c u p i e d  210  d w e l l i n g s  (Warwick  C o u n t y  C e n s u s  
1 8 8 0 ) .  

An i d e a  o f  Newpor t  News' a p p e a r a n c e  d u r i n g  i t s  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  
c a n  b e  g l e a n e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  J o h n  S w i n e r t o n ,  a  
N o r t h e r n e r  who i n  1 8 8 3  moved t o  town t o  manage  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  House  
a n d  t h e n  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick .  S w i n e r t o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  
t o w n ' s  1 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  1 8 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  R i v e r  ( B e a c h )  Road ,  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  l a t e r  was  known 
a s  H e l l ' s  H a l f - A c r e .  I n  1 8 8 3  o n l y  n i n e  b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  
on t h e  h i g h  g r o u n d  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  H o t e l  
Warwick .  The U n i o n  C h a p e l  s t o o d  on  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  n e a r  West  Avenue .  
N e a r b y  w e r e  two  s a l o o n s ,  t h e  Old  Dominion  Land Company 's  o f f i c e ,  
a n d  a  f e w  s m a l l  s t o r e s .  The  o l d  Hawkins  f a r m h o u s e  o v e r l o o k e d  t h e  
J a m e s  R i v e r  a t  3 5 t h  S t r e e t .  Newpor t  News i n  1 8 8 3  h a d  n e i t h e r  
c l e r g y  n o r  l a w y e r s  a n d  o n l y  two  d o c t o r s ,  who ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  
S w i n e r t o n )  k e p t  b u s y  " c u t t i n g  o f f  l e g s  o f  N e g r o e s  who w e r e  i n j u r e d  
w o r k i n g  on  t h e  p i e r s  o r  r a i l r o a d . "  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  w h i t e  s c h o o l s  
( a n d  v e r y  f e w  w h i t e  c h i l d r e n ) ;  a  s c h o o l  f o r  b l a c k  c h i l d r e n  was  
k e p t  a t  a n  o l d  h o u s e  a c r o s s  t h e  C & 0  t r a c k s ,  on  2 8 t h  S t r e e t .  A 
b o a r d w a l k  e x t e n d e d  up  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  a n o t h e r  
o n e  w e n t  t o  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  C & 0  c r o s s i n g .  Newpor t  News' 
f i r s t  h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p  was a  b l a c k  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
b u i l t  i n  1 8 6 4  a n d  i n  1 8 8 0  s t o o d  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  
i n t e n d e d  r i g h t - o f - w a y .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  t h e  Old  Dominion  Land 
Company p r o v i d e d  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w i t h  a  s i t e  a t  2 3 r d  a n d  
J e f f e r s o n ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e i r  f r a m e  c h u r c h  was moved.21  D u r i n g  t h e  
e a r l y  1 8 8 0 s  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  o f  E p i s c o p a l i a n s ,  C a t h o l i c s ,  M e t h o d i s t s ,  
a n d  B a p t i s t s  o r g a n i z e d  f o r  w o r s h i p ;  i n  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e ,  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  L u t h e r a n s  a l s o  became e s t a b l i s h e d  ( R o u s e  1986 :74-  
7 6 ) .  

By 1 8 8 8  t h e  town h a d  grown s o  r a p i d l y  t h a t  i t  h a d  become t h e  
e p i c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  Epular p r e s s u r e  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  t o  Newpor t  News. On March  
2 ,  1 8 8 8  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a u t h o r i z e d  a  p o p u l a r  r e f e r e n d u m  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  s h o u l d  b e  moved.  The 
l e g i s l a t o r s  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  town o f  Newpor t  News w e r e  t o  
become a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y ,  i t  was t o  r e i m b u r s e  t h e  c o u n t y  f o r  
- - - - - - - - - 1 1 _ - - - ~ - - - - - - _ U _ - - - - -  

2 1 ~ n  1 8 9 7  a  t a l l - s t e e p l e d  b r i c k  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
o l d  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e .  The B a p t i s t s  w o r s h i p e d  i n  t h e  n e w e r  c h u r c h  
f r o m  1 8 9 7  t o  1 9 7 2 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was r a z e d  ( R o u s e  
1 9 6 9 : 4 2 ) .  

2 2 ~ h i s  s e n t i m e n t  o c c u r r e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  new c o u n t y  
c o u r t h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  a t  D e n b i g h  i n  1 8 8 5 .  



t h e  c o s t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  new b u i l d i n g s .  V o t e r s  f a v o r e d  
r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  t o  Newpor t  News, t o  w h i c h  i t  moved i n  
1 8 9 2 .  I n  1 8 9 6  when Newpor t  News was  c h a r t e r e d  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  
c i t y ,  i t  k e p t  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  s e a t  o f  Warwick  
C o u n t y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  D e n b i g h  a r e a  (Warwick  C o u n t y  O r d e r s  1881-  
1 8 8 6 : 2 5 1 ;  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  V i r g i n i a  1 8 8 8 : 4 6 5 - 4 6 6 ;  J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 : 3 0 ) ,  

The  E v o l u t i o n  o f  N e w p o r t  News' B u i l t  E n v i r o n m e n t  
The d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p a t t e r n  t h a t  Newpor t  News f o l l o w e d  was  

d e f i n e d  b y  p h y s i c a l  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  c e r t a i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y - a l t e r i n g  
f e a t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  s u p e r i m p o s e d  b y  man.  The  J a m e s  R i v e r  a n d  
Hampton  R o a d s  f o r m e d  n a t u r a l  b o u n d a r i e s  o n  t h e  w e s t  a n d  s o u t h ,  
w h e r e a s  t h e  m a i n  P i n e  o f  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  a n d  O h i o  R a i l r o a d  b i s e c t e d  
t h e  town on  a  r o u g h l y  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  b e f o r e  m a k i n g  a n  a b r u p t  
w e s t w a r d  t u r n  a t  2 1 s t  S t r e e t  a s  i t  h e a d e d  t o w a r d  p i e r s  t h a t  
p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  B e t w e e n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 
0 t r a c k s  a n d  t h e  r i v e r  was  a  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  t h a t  w a s  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
b l o c k s  w i d e .  B e l o w  2 1 s t  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  c u r v e  i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  
w e r e  s e v e r a l  s t r e e t s  t h a t  l a y  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  Newpor t  News 
P o i n t .  A s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  N e w p o r t  News i n c r e a s e d ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  moved n o r t h w a r d ,  t o w a r d  t h e  s h i p y a r d  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  
C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n  c o n s t r u c t e d .  Homes a l s o  w e r e  b u i l t  o n  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & O m a i n  l i n e ,  a n  a r e a  t h a t  w a s  somewha t  
r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  m a i n  p a r t  o f  t o w n .  I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  t u r n  o f  
t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  when b r i d g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  C & 0 
t r a c k s ,  t h a t  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t own  ( t h e  s o - c a l l e d  E a s t  End)  became  
p o p u l o u s .  I n  t i m e ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k s  
moved b o t h  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t .  I n  1 8 9 0  N e w p o r t  News' f i r s t  p u b l i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  t h e  Newpor t  News S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  Company, 
w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  I t s  e a r l y  h o r s e - d r a w n  v e h i c l e s  w e r e  i n  t i m e  
r e p l a c e d  b y  e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  c a r s .  By 1 8 9 5  e l e c t r i c  c a r s  p l i e d  a  
r o u t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s h i p y a r d  a n d  t h e  C & 0  t e r m i n a l .  The  s t r e e t  
r a i l w a y ' s  t r a c k s  w e r e  shown on  a map o f  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  w a s  p r e p a r e d  
i n  1 8 9 1  ( J e s t e r  9961 :  1 2 2 , 1 8 7 ;  B r a x t o n  1 8 9 1 ) ,  

I n  1 8 9 0 ,  when t h e  C & 0 b u i l t  a  s p u r  l i n e  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  i n  a n  
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  p a r a l l e l i n g  3 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  N e w p o r t  
News was  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  s e c t o r s  t h a t  w e r e  o f  u n e q u a l  s i z e .  
Maps o f  Newpor t  News, w h i c h  commenced b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  b y  e m p l o y e e s  
o f  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company i n  1 8 8 5 ,  p r o v i d e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a m o u n t  o f  i n s i g h t  i n t o  how a  s m a l l  t own  e v o l v e d  i n t o  a  c i t y .  A s  
N e w p o r t  News' i n i t i a l  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  t h e  
w a t e r f r o n t ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  d a t e d  S a n b o r n  m a p s  d e p i c t e d  o n l y  t h a t  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town t h a t  a b u t t e d  t h e  p i e r s  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
C & 0  m a i n  l i n e .  A s  N e w p o r t  News e x p a n d e d ,  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  
Company u p d a t e d  i t s  maps  a t  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s ,  
p r o v i d i n g  b r o a d e r  c o v e r a g e  t o  t h e  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s  t h a t  w e r e  
u n d e r g o i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The  c o m p a n y ' s  maps  o f  Newpor t  News d a t e  
t o  1 8 8 5 ,  1 8 8 9 ,  1 8 9 1 ,  1 8 9 3 ,  1 8 9 7 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  1 9 0 3 ,  1 9 0 7 ,  1 9 1 3 ,  1 9 1 9 ,  
1 9 2 6 ,  a n d  1 9 5 0 .  F o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c o n t i n u i t y ,  d a t a  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  
t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company ' s  m a p s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  
s e q u e n c e ,  



Newpor t  News i n  t h e  Mid-To-Late 1 8 8 0 s  --------------------------- 
The 1 8 8 5  S a n b o r n  Map 

I n  1 8 8 5 ,  when r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  
Company f i r s t  mapped Newpor t  News, t h e y  i n c l u d e d  o n l y  t h a t  p o r t i o n  
o f  t own  w h i c h  l a y  c l o s e  t o  Newpor t  News P o i n t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  much o f  t h e  town h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  s t r e e t s  a n d  b l o c k s .  
T h r e e  p i e r s ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e  C & 0 t r a c k s  e x t e n d e d ,  p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  
t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  w e s t  a n d  n o r t h  o f  Newpor t  News P o i n t ;  P i e r  No. 1  
was r o o f e d ,  C l o s e  a t  h a n d  w e r e  i c e  h o u s e s  a n d  a  f l o a t i n g  b r i d g e .  
P i e r  No. 2 was l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  C & 0 g r a i n  e l e v a t o r ,  w h i c h  h a d  a  
1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  b u .  c a p a c i t y .  A s m a l l  l a n e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  B e a c h  Road 
p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  s h o r e  l i n e  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  To t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  
P i e r  No. I ,  A a n d  B S t r e e t s  ( t h e  f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  1 8 t h  a n d  1 7 t h  
S t r e e t s )  e x t e n d e d  t o w a r d  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  A S t r e e t  
w e r e  a n  i c e  h o u s e ,  a  b u t c h e r  s h o p ,  a  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  a n d  a  s h i p s  
s t o r e .  The s h a n t i e s  t h a t  l i n e d  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  A S t r e e t  w e r e  
i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  e a t e r i e s ,  a  c o b b l e r ' s  s h o p ,  a n d  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  
d w e l l i n g .  C o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was m o r e  i n t e n s e  on B S t r e e t ,  
w h i c h  h a d  f o u r  g r o c e r i e s ,  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e ,  two s a l o o n s ,  a  
c o b b l e r ' s  s h o p ,  a  b a k e r y ,  a n d  a  h o t e l  c a l l e d  t h e  New York  H o u s e .  
S h a n t i e s  a n d  s h e d s  w e r e  t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a ,  
F u r t h e r  up  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  was t h e  p r o p o s e d  s i t e  o f  a  l u m b e r  p i e r  
a n d  pumping  s t a t i o n ,  l a t e r  d e s i g n a t e d  P i e r  No. 3 .  To i t s  n o r t h  
w e r e  t h e  C & 0 R a i l r o a d ' s  c o a l  t r e s s e l ,  c o a l  s t o r a g e  p o c k e t s ,  
o f f i c e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o a l  e x p o r t  
b u s i n e s s .  A l i n e  o f  o n e - s t o r y  t e n e m e n t s ,  o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s ,  was 
s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  On t h e  n o r t h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e  C & 0  ma in  l i n e  t u r n e d  t o w a r d  t h e  
J a m e s  R i v e r ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  Old  Domin ion  Land Company h a d  
b e e n  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  s t r e e t s  a n d  b l o c k s .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  West  Avenue was t h e  H o t e l  Warwick ,  a  f o u r - s t o r y  f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  h o t e l  a n d  a b u t t i n g  West  S t r e e t ,  
w e r e  a  d r u g s t o r e ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  t h e  c u s t o m  h o u s e ,  a n d  
t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Old  Domin ion  Land Company. A l o n g  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  
t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  Warwick  w e r e  a  b a r b e r  s h o p ,  s a l o o n ,  b i l l i a r d  
p a r l o r  a n d  a  l a u n d r y  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 8 5 )  ( F i g u r e s  3: 1 9  a n d  3 : 2 0 ) .  

The 1889  S a n b o r n  Map 
B e t w e e n  1 8 8 5  a n d  1 8 8 9  a  s t e a m e r  p i e r  a n d  d e p o t  w e r e  e r e c t e d  

t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  P i e r  No. 1. To t h e  n o r t h  o f  P i e r  No. 2 ,  t h e  s i t e  
o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l u m b e r  p i e r  a n d  pumping  s t a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  v a c a n t .  
S t i l l  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  t h e  C & 0 c o a l  t r e s t l e s  e x t e n d e d  o u t  o v e r  t h e  
r i v e r ,  s u p p o r t i n g  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  S h a n t i e s  a n d  t e n e m e n t s ,  
o c c u p i e d  by b l a c k s ,  f l a n k e d  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  
t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  c o a l  t r e s t l e s .  The Newpor t  News M i l l s ,  a  f e e d -  
m i l l  c o m p l e x ,  was l o c a t e d  o n  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  
P i e r  No. 2  a n d  t h e  C & 0 g r a i n  e l e v a t o r .  S h a n t i e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  
i n  a  s e e m i n g l y  r andom f a s h i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a .  The t r a c k s  o f  
t h e  C & 0 w e r e  f l a n k e d  by w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  a  c a t t l e  s h e d  a n d  
t e n e m e n t s  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r a c k s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  C & 0 
g r a i n  e l e v a t o r .  B e t w e e n  1 8 8 5  a n d  1 8 8 9 ,  t h e  number  o f  b u i l d i n g s  
t h a t  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  B ( o r  1 7 t h )  S t r e e t  
d o u b l e d ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  t a i l o r ' s  s h o p ,  d r y  g o o d s  
s t o r e ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a l  s t o r e s .  A f o r m e r  s a l o o n  h a d  b e e n  







c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  t e n e m e n t  w h e r e a s  a  n e a r b y  d w e l l i n g  h a d  b e e n  made 
i n t o  a  s a l o o n .  S e v e r a l  new b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  a l o n g  t h e  
s o u t h  s i d e  s f  B S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  New York House  h a d  a d d e d  a  d e t a c h e d  
k i t c h e n .  A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  B S t r e e t  w e r e  t h e  Warwick  E x c h a n g e ,  t h e  
l o c a l  c o u r t  j u s t i c e ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  a n  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g s .  
D w e l l i n g s ,  t e n e m e n t s ,  and  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  1 7 t h  
S t r e e t  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 8 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 2 1  a n d  3 : 2 2 ) .  

I n  1 8 8 9 ,  when t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 's  c a r  t o g r a p h e r s  
mapped t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  
c o v e r a g e  e a s t w a r d ,  t a k i n g  i n  W e s t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L a f  a y e t t e  
A v e n u e s ,  a l l  o f  t h a t  a r e a  h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  b l o c k s  a n d  l o t s ;  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  was m i n i m a l .  On 2 3 r d  S t r e e t  w e r e  two 
s a l o o n s ,  a s h i p  s u p p l y  s t o r e ,  a n  i c e  h o u s e ,  a  d w e l l i n g ,  a n d  a  
g e n e r a l  s t o r e .  N e a r b y  was  two w a r e h o u s e s .  The Warwick  I r o n  
Works ,  w h i c h  s t o o d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  V i r g i n i a  
A v e n u e ,  e n c o m p a s s e d  f i v e  l o t s .  To t h e  i r o n w o r k s '  w e s t  w a s  a l a r g e  
c a r r i a g e  h o u s e ,  b e h i n d  w h i c h  was a  c a r p e n t e r  s h o p  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 8 9 )  
( F i g u r e  3 : 2 3 ) .  Nea r  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  i n  1 8 8 5  
h a d  h o u s e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  b y  1 8 8 9  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  c o u n t y  
c o u r t h o u s e .  A d w e l l i n g  a n d  a  row o f  f o u r  t e n e m e n t s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  
t h a t  f r o n t e d  o n  2 4 t h  S t r e e t .  Moving n o r t h w a r d ,  a  l a r g e  E p i s c o p a l  
c h u r c h  was l o c a t e d  a t  209 2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  a  d r y  g o o d s  a n d  n o t i o n s  
s t o r e ,  a t  444 W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue  f r o m  t h e  d r y  g o o d s  s t o r e  w e r e  two  d w e l l i n g s .  On t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  2 5 t h  was  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  s h i p  
c h a n d l e r y  a n d  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e  a n d  a t  217  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  was  a  f u n e r a l  
p a r l o r ,  b e h i n d  w h i c h  w e r e  a  c a b i n e t  s h o p  a n d  k i t c h e n .  A 
M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  s t o o d  on  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 6 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  o p p o s i t e  a  d r u g s t o r e  a n d  p r i n t  s h o p  
( S a n b o r n  1 8 8 9 )  ( F i g u r e  3:  2 4 ) .  

T h e  E a f a y e t t e  H o t e l ,  a  t h r e e - s t o r y ,  L-sha  e d  b u i l d i n g ,  s a t  o n  
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t T 3  a n d  a  r o w  o f  
d u p l e x  t e n e m e n t s  was l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 7 t h  s t r e e t ,  
b e t w e e n  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s .  T h r e e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  a  
g e n e r a l  s t o r e  a n d  a  b a r b e r  s h o p  w e r e  a l i g n e d  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s .  B o t h  
a t t a c h e d  a n d  d e t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
a r e a .  Two g r o u p s  o f  row h o u s e s  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
2 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  West a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s ,  a n d  t h e  U n i o n  

2 3 ~ f t e r  t h e  Warwick  H o t e l  o p e n e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  was  
u s e d  a s  a r e s i d e n t i a l  h o t e l ,  L a t e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  a m i l i t a r y  academy r u n  by  Col .  E .  W .  Huf fman .  I n  
1 9 0 3  t h e  Newpor t  News G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  was  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  a n  a c t  o f  
t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  I t  was  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  H o t e l  
b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  A u g u s t  1,  1 9 0 7 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  h o s p i t a l  c l o s e d  
i t s  d o o r s .  I n  1 9 5 8 ,  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  
Avenue a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  r a z e d  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t ' s  r i g h t - o f - w a y  
b e t w e e n  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s  was  c l o s e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  t o  
p e r m i t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  new S e a r s  b u i l d i n g  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 8 9 ;  
Brown 1 9 7 9 : 4 6 ) ,  







Figure 3:23: Newport News (Sanborn 1889:inset). 
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Figure 3: 24: Newport News Sanborn 1 8 8 9 : 4 ) .  



C h a p e l ,  a n  i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p ,  s t o o d  a t  226 2 8 t h  
S t r e e t .  T h e r e  was  a  b a k e r y  on  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  
a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  a  s c h o o l  h o u s e  was  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  
a t  219  2 8 t h  S t r e e t .  B e t w e e n  2 8 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  a  number  
o f  l a r g e ,  d e t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  o n  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  T h e r e  was a  l i v e r y  s t a b l e  on 
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  A l a r g e  2  1 / 2  s t o r y  d w e l l i n g  on  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  of  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  and  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  o c c u p i e d  t h r e e  l o t s .  
D i a g o n a l l y  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 0 t h  a n d  
W a s h i n g t o n  was a  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ;  n e a r b y ,  on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  
o f  2 9 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n ,  was a n  o v e r s i z e d  l o t  t h a t  was  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  new B a p t i s t  h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p .  The  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  
t h e  new c h u r c h ' s  l e c t u r e  room a l r e a d y  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t .  R e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  was s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  L a f a y e t t e  
a n d  West  A v e n u e s .  From t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  n o r t h w a r d ,  
w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e ,  d e t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g s .  To t h e  s o u t h  o f  2 8 t h  
S t r e e t  w e r e  row h o u s e s  a n d  d w e l l i n g s  o f  a  l e s s e r  s i z e .  L o c a l  
s h o p p i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  g r o c e r i e s ,  b a k e r i e s  a n d  g e n e r a l  
s t o r e s  w e r e  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  ( S a n b o r n  
1 8 8 9 )  ( F i g u r e  3 : 2 5 ) .  The  o n l y  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t  t h a t  was mapped by  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 
i n  1 8 8 9 ,  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  Newpor t  News Dry  Dock a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Company. The s h i p y a r d ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  two p i e r s ,  a  d r y  
d o c k ,  o f f i c e s ,  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  m a c h i n e ,  c a r p e n t e r  a n d  
b l a c k s m i t h  s h o p s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 8 9 )  ( F i g u r e  3 : 2 6 ) .  

I n  1 8 8 9 ,  a c r e a g e  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e  was  
mapped by  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company f o r  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  t i m e .  
Rows o f  d u p l e x  t e n e m e n t s  f l a n k e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  Warwick Avenue  
b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  l i n e d  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Warwick 
a b o v e  2 4 t h .  N e a r  t h i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  w e r e  two  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  a  
s a l o o n .  Very  f e w  o f  t h e  l o t s  b e t w e e n  Warwick  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  
A v e n u e s  h a d  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d .  Be tween  2 1 s t  a n d  22nd S t r e e t s  a n d  
s p a n n i n g  Hampton Avenue ,  w e r e  r o w s  o f  d u p l e x  t e n e m e n t s .  A b u t c h e r  
s h o p ,  d r u g s t o r e ,  a n d  t h r e e  g r o c e r i e s  w e r e  c l o s e  a t  h a n d ,  a s  w e r e  
s e v e n  s a l o o n s ,  o n e  o f  a l s o  s o l d  g r o c e r i e s .  Most  o f  t h e s e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue 
On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue w e r e  t h r e e  d u p l e x e s  p l u s  a  
t h i n  s c a t t e r i n g  o f  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  two g e n e r a l  s t o r e s .  
a  c o b b l e r ' s  s h o p ,  two d r y  g o o d s  s t o r e s ,  a n  e a t e r y ,  a n d  f o u r  
s a l o o n s .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  s a l o o n s  f r o n t e d  w e s t  upon  J e f f e r s o n  
Avenue  b e t w e e n  Hampton Avenue  a n d  2 1 s t  S t r e e t .  D u p l e x e s  l i n e d  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  Hampton Avenue ,  w h e r e a s  t e n e m e n t s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  2 1 s t  S t r e e t .  T e n e m e n t s  a n d  d u p l e x e s  a l s o  s t o o d  on 
t h e  o p p o s i n g  s i d e s  o f  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s .  Two s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  
s a t  u p o n  a d j o i n i n g  l o t s  o n  22nd S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  
M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  on  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  and  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  i m p l i e s  
t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  c o n t a i n e d  b l a c k s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 8 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 2 7  a n d  
3 : 2 8 ) .  

The  1 8 9 0 s  ----- 
A map o f  Newpor t  News, p r e p a r e d  i n  J a n u a r y  1 8 9 1 ,  i d e n t i f i e s  

t h e  v a r i o u s  l a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  owned c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  



WASHINGTON AV. 

Figure 3: 25 Newport News (Sanborn 1889: 3). 
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Figure 3:28: N e w p o r t  N e w s  (Sanborn  1 8 8 9 :  9). 



t h e  t o w n .  Much o f  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  was  l a i d  o f f  i n t o  s t r e e t s  a n d  
b l o c k s  w a s  t h e n  u n d e v e l o p e d  ( B r a x t o n  1 8 9 1 )  ( F i g u r e  3 : 2 9 ) .  

The 1 8 9 1  S a n b o r n  Map 
B e t w e e n  1 8 8 9  a n d  1 8 9 1 ,  f e w  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  P i e r  Nos .  1 ,  2 ,  a n d  3.  Howeve r ,  much new d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  i n  
p r o g r e s s  on  A S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  many o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t i n g  
s h a n t i e s  w e r e  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  by  s m a l l  e a t e r i e s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  
g r o c e r y  a n d  p r o d u c e  s t o r e s ,  c o b b l e r ' s  a n d  b a r b e r ' s  s h o p s ,  a n  
o y s t e r  h o u s e ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  F u r t h e r  i n l a n d ,  
n u m e r o u s  s h a n t i e s  f r o n t e d  s o u t h  u p o n  A S t r e e t .  On B ( 1 7 t h )  
S t r e e t ,  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e d o m i n a t e d .  
A l t h o u g h  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  B S t r e e t  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  
m o d e s t l y  s i n c e  1 8 8 9 ,  f e w e r  c h a n g e s  w e r e  i n  e v i d e n c e  on A S t r e e t .  
A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  1 7 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  t h e  Warwick  E x c h a n g e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t  two y e a r s  e a r l i e r  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 1 )  
( F i g u r e s  3 : 3 0  t h r o u g h  3 : 3 2 ) .  

By 1 8 9 1  much new c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  
2 3 r d  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t .  
T h e  P a l a c e  H o t e l  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  o n  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  u p o n  two  
a d j o i n i n g  l o t s  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  h a d  b e e n  o c c u p i e d  b y  a  s a l o o n .  F o u r  
new s a l o o n s  w e r e  a l i g n e d  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  
b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  On t h e  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  2 5 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  i n t e n s i f i e d  a n d  many o f  t h e  l o t s  t h a t  
f a c e d  2 6 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s  c o n t a i n e d  n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  d w e l l i n g s .  
L i t t l e  c h a n g e  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
H o t e l O z 4  To t h e  w e s t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  a  l e n g t h y  r o w  o f  
a t t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g s  s t o o d  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  
o p p o s i t e  w h i c h  w e r e  d e t a c h e d  homes .  A l a r g e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  w a s  
l o c a t e d  o n  2 8 t h  S t r e e t O 2 5  By 1 8 9 1  r o w h o u s e s  a n d  d u p l e x e s  s t o o d  
a l o n g  2 9 t h ,  3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  some new c o m m e r c i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  2 8 t h  a n d  3 1 s t  S t r e e t s ,  f r o n t i n g  
u p o n  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue .  A l a r g e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  s t o o d  on  3 0 t h  
S t r e e t ,  midway b e t w e e n  Wes t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s .  B e t w e e n  1 8 8 9  
a n d  1 8 9 1  s e v e r a l  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  
b e t w e e n  L a f a y e t  t e  a n d  Wes t  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 1 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  3 3  t h r o u g h  
3 : 3 6 ) .  I n  1 8 9 1  a n  e l e c t r i c  p l a n t  was  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  
V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e .  Lumber y a r d s ,  wood w o r k s ,  a  f e e d  m i l l ,  a n d  a  
l i m e  a n d  f e e d  m i l l  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  hemmed i n  b y  2 7 t h  
a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  t h e  m a i n  l i n e  o f  t h e  C & 0  
( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 1 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 3 7  a n d  3 : 3 8 ) .  
------I_-------_U_----------------Q-------- 

241n t h e  summer o f  1 8 9 0 ,  a d e v a s t a t i n g  f i r e  i n  downtown N e w p o r t  
News d e s t r o y e d  a l l  b u t  o n e  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  b l o c k  b e t e e n  2 7 t h  a n d  
2 8 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e s .  A v o l u n t e e r  
f i r e - f i g h t i n g  u n i t  was  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 : 1 8 7 ) .  

2 5 ~ h i s  w a s  N e w p o r t  News' f i r s t  m o d e r n  s c h o o l .  I n  1 9 0 8  i t  w a s  
r e n a m e d  t h e  J o h n  W. D a n i e l  S c h o o l .  The  b u i l d i n g ,  t h o u g h  b a d l y  
b u r n e d  i n  J u n e  1 9 1 3 ,  was  r e p a i r e d ;  i t  w a s  i n  u s e  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 8 0 s  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 8 9 ) ,  



Figure 3 : 2 9  Map o f  N e w p o r t  N e w s ,  Hampton a n d  Old P o i n t  
C o m f o r t  ( B r a x t o n  1 8 9  1 ) .  



Figure 3 : 3 0  Newport  News ( S a n b o r n  1891:7). 
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Figure 3: 33 Newport News (Sanborn 1891 : 6) . 
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Figure 3 : 3 4  Newport  News (Sanborn  1 8 9 1 :  5 ) .  
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F i g u r e  3 :  3 5  Newport News (Sanborn 1 8 9 1  : 4 ) .  
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F i g u r e  3 :  3 7  Newport News (Sanborn 1 8 9 1  : 1 2 ) .  



Figure 3:38 Newport News (Sanborn 1891:13). 



By 1 8 9 1  r o w h o u s e s  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  3 7 t h  a n d  3 8 t h  S t r e e t s  
a n d  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue ,  homes t h a t  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  by 
t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s .  A n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  M e t h o d i s t -  
E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  s t o o d  o n  3 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  L a f a y e t t e  
Avenue .  The  Newpor t  News Dry Dock a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company 's  
f a c i l i t i e s  s p a n n e d  t h e  a c r e a g e  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  4 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ' s  b a n k s .  
B e t w e e n  1 8 8 9  a n d  1 8 9 1  many new s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  o n  t h e  
s h i p y a r d ' s  p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o i l e r ,  p a t t e r n ,  m a c h i n e ,  p i p e -  
f i t t i n g ,  a n d  p a i n t  s h o p s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 1 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 3 9  a n d  3 : 4 0 ) .  

I n  1 8 9 1  s e v e n  s a l o o n s ,  a  b e e r  g a r d e n ,  a n d  a  r o w  o f  m o d e s t -  
s i z e d  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  bound  by 2 7 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  Warwick  Avenue ,  a n d  t h e  m a i n  l i n e  o f  t h e  C & 0 .  V e r y  
l i t t l e  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a d  o c c u r r e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Warwick  
Avenue .  C o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  of  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  w h e r e a s  r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  
t h e  s i d e  s t r e e t s  t h a t  f e d  i n t o  J e f f e r s o n .  The S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  
Company 's  a g e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C & 0  e a s t e r n  s p u r  l i n e  
c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 1 )  . 

The 1 8 9 3  S a n b o r n  Map 
B e t w e e n  1 8 9 1  a n d  1 8 9 3  s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  

t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News w a t e r f r o n t .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  C & 0  
p i e r s  (Nos .  1 ,  2 ,  a n d  3 )  w e r e  r e - n u m b e r e d .  P i e r  No. 1 became No. 
6 a n d  P i e r  No. 2  ( s i t e  o f  t h e  C & 0  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r )  was  made No. 
5 ,  a n d  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t i n g  s t e a m e r  p i e r  was  d e s i g n a t e d  P i e r  
No. 7 .  A new l u m b e r  p i e r  (No. 4 )  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
P i e r  No. 5 .  To t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e s e  p i e r s ,  t h e  r o w  o f  t e n e m e n t s  t h a t  
f o r m e r l y  l i n e d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  h a d  b e e n  r a z e d ,  a s  h a d  s e v e r a l  
n e a r b y  s h a n t i e s .  V e r y  f e w  c h a n g e s  w e r e  i n  e v i d e n c e  a l o n g  A and  B 
S t r e e t s  o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Warwick E x c h a n g e ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  
New York  House  a n d  i t s  k i t c h e n  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  o f f i c e s  
( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 3 )  ( F i g u r e  3 : 4 1 ) .  

D e v e l o p m e n t  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  3 0 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  e a s t  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  A n e w l y  b u i l t  Warwick C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e  ( a n  
i m p o s i n g  t h r e e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  c o v e r e d  f o u r  l o t s )  s t o o d  on 
t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue .  S e v e r a l  
new b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  on f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s  i n  t h e  
b l o c k  b o u n d  by  2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  
A v e n u e s .  Two j e w e l r y  s t o r e s ,  a  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e  a n d  a  d r u g s t o r e  
f a c e d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
f r o n t e d  u p o n  2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s .  Midway b e t w e e n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  
L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e s  was r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  a b u t t e d  t h e  
c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k e  R o u s e ,  m o s t  o f  Newpor t  
News' l i c e n s e d  b o r d e l l o s  w e r e  on  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  downtown 
a n d  Warwick  Avenue  ( R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 1 2 2 ) .  On t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
2 7 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  was  t h e  C e n t r a l  H o t e l ,  n e x t  d o o r  t o  w h i c h  was  
t h e  Y . M . C . A .  On 2 8 t h  S t r e e t  s e v e r a l  d w e l l i n g s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  
c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ;  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  b e t w e e n  2 8 t h  
a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  w e r e  a  



Figure 3 : 3 9  Newport News (Sanborn 1891:Z). 





CASINO. 0 



f ew d u p l e x  a n d  d e t a c h e d  h o u s e s ,  p l u s  a  m i l l i n e r y  s h o p  a n d  h a r d w a r e  
s t o r e  t h a t  f r o n t e d  upon  W a s h i n g t o n .  I n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  had  
i n c r e a s e d .  A l a r g e  d w e l l i n g  s t o o d  upon  t h e  o v e r s i z e d  l o t  t h a t  i n  
1 8 9 1  h a d  b e e n  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .  Be tween  3 1 s t  a n d  
3 4 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  s p a r s e l y  s c a t t e r e d  r e s i d e n c e s  a n d  r e t a i l  s h o p s .  
F r o n t i n g  u p o n  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  t h a t  s o l d  
g r o c e r i e s ,  d r y  g o o d s ,  t o b a c c o ,  f r u i t ,  p r o d u c e ,  j e w e l r y ,  s h o e s ,  a n d  
g e n e r a l  m e r c h a n d i z e .  S h o p s  o p e r a t e d  by  c r a f t s m e n  ( s u c h  a s  
c o b b l e r s ,  t a i l o r s  a n d  w o o d w o r k e r s )  a l s o  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  A Roman 
C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  was s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  The b l o c k s  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 4 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  w e s t  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue w e r e  v a c a n t  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 3 )  
( F i g u r e s  3 : 4 2  t h r o u g h  3 : 4 5 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 8 9 1  a n d  1 8 9 3  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  
t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  V i r g i n i a  Avenue a n d  t h e  C & 0  m a i n  l i n e .  The 
P .  L.  a n d  P. Company Power  S t a t i o n  h a d  e x p a n d e d  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  
t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  D .  S .  J o n e s  a n d  Company h a d  b u i l t  a  l u m b e r  y a r d  
a n d  p l a n i n g  m i l l .  The Newpor t  News M i l l i n g  Company's  p l a n i n g  m i l l  
o c c u p i e d  t h e  two b l o c k s  b o r d e r e d  b y  2 8 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  
V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  t h e  C & 0 .  On t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  V i r g i n i a  Avenue was t h e  Warwick  I r o n w o r k s t  f o u n d r y .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was s p a r s e l y  s c a t t e r e d  b e t w e e n  L a f a y e t t e  
a n d  V i r g i n i a  Avenues  a n d  2 4 t h  t h r o u g h  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  
b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  2 9 t h  a n d  3 4 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  v a c a n t .  The  L a f a y e t t e  
Avenue  M a r k e t  H o t e l  s t o o d  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  
3 4 t h  a n d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  H o t e l  was l o c a t e d  o n  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  
L a f a y e t t e  Avenue .  N e a r b y  w e r e  a  f e w  p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e s  ( S a n b o r n  
1 8 9 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 4 6  a n d  3 : 4 7 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 8 9 1  a n d  1 8 9 3  f e w  c h a n g e s  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  w e s t  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  o r  i n  t h e  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News Dry Dock a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company, 
w h i c h  i n  1 8 9 3  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p  B u i l d i n g  
a n d  Dry  Dock Company 2 6  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  L a f a y e t t e  w e r e  a  f e w  
s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s .  5 7  

I n  1 8 9 3 ,  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l o t s  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  
t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  C & 0  m a i n  l i n e  w e r e  v a c a n t .  The Warwick  
T h e a t e r  ( a  m o v i e  h o u s e )  s t o o d  o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  22nd 
S t r e e t  a n d  Warwick Avenue ,  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a ,  a n d  
f r o n t i n g  u p o n  Hampton S t r e e t  w e r e  t h r e e  s a l o o n s .  A l o n g  2 3 r d  
S t r e e t ,  j u s t  e a s t  o f  Warwick Avenue ,  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  s a l o o n s ,  a n d  
b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s  w e r e  i n t e r m i n g l e d  w i t h  d w e l l i n g s ;  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
-------___I----------II_- --------- 

2 6 0 n  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  1 8 9 0  t h e  name o f  t h e  s h i p y a r d  was c h a n g e d  
o f f i c i a l l y  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 :  1 8 7 ) .  

271n 1 8 9 2  t h e  ---- E l  S u d ,  t h e  f i r s t  o c e a n - g o i n g  s t e a m s h i p  p r o d u c e d  a t  
t h e  s h i p y a r d ,  was l a u n c h e d  a t  Newpor t  News. Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  
company s i g n e d  i t s  f i r s t  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  U .  S .  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
a g r e e i n g  t o  b u i l d  t h r e e  g u n b o a t s .  I n  A p r i l  1 8 9 4  t h e  s h i p y a r d  
c e r t i f i e d  i t s  f i r s t  a p p r e n t i c e  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 8 8 ) .  
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J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  b e t w e e n  22n1d a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t s  c o n t a i n e d  
c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  The b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  
v a c a n t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  f e w  s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  t h e  W e l l e r  L i v e r y  
a n d  B o a r d i n g  S t a b l e s .  A moclest  a m o u n t  o f  new d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  
o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s .  To t h e  
n o r t h  o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  r o w s  o f  d u p l e x e s  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  2 1 s t  
S t r e e t  a n d  Hampton A v e n u e .  A l t h o u g h  o n l y  a f e w  b u i l d i n g s  s t o o d  on  
t h e  l o t s  b o r d e r i n g  22nd  S t r e e t ,  r e s i d e n c e s  b o r d e r e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  
2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  A l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e ,  a b o v e  2 1 s t  
S t r e e t ,  s t o r e s ,  s h o p s  a n d  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  w e r e  i n t e r m i x e d  w i t h  
h o u s e s ,  A b u i l d i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  C o l o r e d  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  s t o o d  
o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 3 r d  a n d  J e f f e r s o n .  A l t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  
t h e  l o t s  b e t w e e n  2 4 t h  a n d  2 6 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  v a c a n t ,  a r o w  o f  
d u p l e x e s  l i n e d  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  a  l i n e  o f  
r o w h o u s e s  f r o n t e d  w e s t  u p o n  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a b o v e  2 7 t h  S t r e e t .  
Beyond  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  
M a d i s o n  w e r e  v a c a n t  ( S a n b 0 r . n  1 8 9 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 4 8  a n d  3 : 4 9 ) .  

Be low 2 0 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  s o u t h w a r d  t o w a r d  t h e  J a m e s  
R i v e r  was I v y  A v e n u e ,  a l o n g  w h i c h  l o t s  h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t .  
C o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  a b a r b e r  s h o p ,  a  
f i s h  m a r k e t  a n d  s a l o o n s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  o f  t h e  
r o w h o u s e s  t h a t  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  I v y  A v e n u e ,  a s  was  t h e  W e s l e y  
G r o v e  C h u r c h  was  l o c a t e d  a t  3 8 4  I v y  Avenue  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 3 )  ( F i g u r e  
3 : 5 0 ) .  

The  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  N e w p ~ r t  News 
On J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1 8 9 6 ,  N e w p o r t  News b e c a m e  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

c i t y .  I t s  new g o v e r n m e n t  was  c o m p r i s e d  o f  a  1 4  member c o u n c i l ,  
two i n d i v i d u a l s  who w e r e  & l . e c t e d  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  s e v e n  
w a r d s .  The  f i r s t  mayor  o f  N e w p o r t  News was  W a l t e r  P o s t ,  t h e  
e n g i n e e r  who came t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  1 8 8 1  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  C & 0 r a i l r o a d  a n d  p i e r s .  The  c i t y  a l s o  h a d  a  t r e a s u r e r ,  a 
c l e r k  o f  c o u r t s ,  a  c i t y  s e r g e a n t ,  a  commonwea l th  a t t o r n e y ,  a  
c o n s t a b l e ,  a n d  a c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 2 4 - 1 2 5 ) .  

The  1 8 9 7  S a n b o r n  Map 
By 1 8 9 7 ,  n u m e r o u s  p i e r s  p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  a t  t h e  

t e r m i n u s  o f  t h e  C 6 0  t r a c k s .  A d e p o t  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  P i e r  No. 
7 a c c o m m o d a t e d  s t e a m s h i p  p a s s e n g e r s .  F e r g u s o n ' s  Lumber Y a r d  a n d  
p i e r  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  1 7 t h  ( B )  S t r e e t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  
b l o c k  o f  1 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  was  a  c o m m e r c i a l  
d i s t r i c t  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  t h r e e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  s t o r e s ,  
two  b a r b e r  s h o p s ,  a b a k e r y ,  a b u t c h e r  s h o p ,  f r u i t  a n d  v e g e t a b l e  
m a r k e t s ,  a n d  o f f i c e s ,  The  West  P o i n t  H o t e l ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b l o c k  f o r m e d  by  1 7 t h  a n d  A 
S t r e e t s ,  f r o n t e d  on b o t h  s t r e e t s .  D w e l l i n g s  a n d  s h a n t i e s  w e r e  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a ,  some o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s e t  b a c k  f r o m  
t h e  s t r e e t  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 7 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 5 1  a n d  3 : 5 2 ) ,  One- a n d  two-  
s t o r y  f r a m e  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  
1 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  away f r o m  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  The  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a l s o  
c o n t a i n e d  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  a b o a r d i n g  h o u s e ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  t e n e m e n t  
a n d  c o a l  and  wood y a r d s .  The t r a c k s  o f  t h e  C & 0  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
t h i s  a r e a  a s  t h e y  c u r v e d  n o r t h w a r d .  On t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  



ST. 22N-D 8 '  --- ------ 

HAMPTON AV. 

ST. - -_V_-*.-- 

F i g u r e  3 : 4 8  
9 n r n  C T  

Newport News (Sanborn 1 8 9 3 : 1 4 ) .  



n dl. Scale ~f Feet ,- I '1 

F i g u r e  3 :  4 9  Newport  News (Sanborn 1 8 9 3 :  1 5 ) .  



. 1 5 ~  ST. 

'-n . ST. 

i18Q' ST. 

-1s 
F i g u r e  
I 
3:50 Newport Ne nbor 







r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  w e r e  two w a r e h o u s e s  and. c a t t l e  s h e d s .  A s i d i n g  on  
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k s  was  f l a n k e d  by  a  l a r g e  w a r e h o u s e ,  
p i l e s  o f  s t a v e s  a n d  l u m b e r ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  f r a m e  t . e n e m e n t .  By 1 8 9 7 ,  
a  r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  s a l o o n  f a c e d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  i n  t h e  600  b l o c k  
o f  A S t r e e t ,  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  two  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  l o t s  a b u t t i n g  A S t r e e t  w e r e  v a c a n t .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
P i e r  No. 4 was  a c o a l  y a r d .  The C & 0 R a i l r o a d ' s  p a s s e n g e r  d e p o t  
was  l o c a t e d  o n  2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  . t o  P i e r  No. 4. a n d  
t h e  H o t e l  W a r w i c k .  C l o s e - b y  was  Warwick  P a r k ,  a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a  
t h a t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  wooden  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  h a l l  c a l l e d  t h e  C a s i n o ,  a  
b o w l i n g  a l l e y ,  b a t h  h o u s e s  a n d  a  p l e a s u r e  p i e r  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 7 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 8 9 3  a n d  1 8 9 7  a m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b o u n d  b y  2 3 r d  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  West  a n d  
L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e s ,  w h e r e  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  S h o p s ,  s t o r e s  a n d  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  l i n e d  b o t h  
s i d e s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  r o u n d i n g  t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  2 7 t h  S t r e e t .  
On t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 7 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  w a s  t h e  H o t e l  I v y ,  
s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  H o t e l ,  a n d  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  H o t e l  s t o o d  
u p o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  Wes t  Avenue  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t .  T h e r e  
was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  new d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  
2 7 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s .  
H o u s e s  a n d  m i n o r  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  a  s t e a m  l a u n d r y  
a n d  a  wood y a r d )  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  
3 1 s t  a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 7 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 5 3  t h r o u g h  3 : 5 5 ) .  

B e t w e e n  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  a n d  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  
i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  i n t e r m i x e d .  A wagon 
s h e d ,  a  s t o r a g e  s h e d  a n d  a  f e w  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  
b l o c k  f o r m e d  b y  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s  a n d  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  
S t r e e t s  a n d  t h e  Warwick  S t a b l e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
L a f a y e t t e  a n d  2 3 r d .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  was  a  row o f  
t w o - s t o r y  f r a m e  h o u s e s ,  b e h i n d  w h i c h  w e r e  a f e w  s c a t t e r e d  
d w e l l i n g s .  A g r o c e r y  s t o r e  a n d  g e n e r a l  r e p a i r  a n d  h a r n e s s  s h o p s  
a l s o  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  b l o c k .  A c r o s s  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  
2 4 t h  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s ,  was  t h e  C r y s t a l  I c e  a n d  R e f r i g e r a t i o n  
Company,  a t  a  s i t e  t h a t  b o r d e r e d  t h e  t r a c k s  o f  t h e  C & 0.  
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  b l o c k  
b e t w e e n  25  a n d  2 6 t h  S t r e e t s ,  many h o u s e s  ( m o s t l y  t w o - s t o r y  f r a m e  
d w e l l i n g s )  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  2 7 t h .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  
Avenue  was t h e  E l k t o n  H o t e l  a n d  on  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 6 t h  a n d  
L a f a y e t t e  was  a l a r g e  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e .  T h r e e  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  e a . s t  s i d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e ,  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  a n d  2 7 t h  a.nd 3 0 t h  S t r e e t s :  t h e  D .  J .  J o n e s  a n d  
Company P l a n i n g  M i l l ,  t h e  Newpor t  News M i l l i n g  Company, a n d  The  
Newman a n d  Son P l a n i n g  M i l l . .  A l t h o u g h  i n  1 8 9 7  t h e r e  w e r e  f e w  
h o u s i n g  u n i t s  o n  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  two  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e s ,  a t i n  
s h o p ,  a l a u n d r y ,  a c a r r i a g e  s h o p ,  a n d  a  c o a l  a n d  wood r e t a i l e r ' s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  N e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 8 t h  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  w a s  a r o w  o f  
s m a l l  s h o p s  o p e r a t e d  by  a  c o b b l e r ,  a  a t o n e  c u t t e r ,  a n d  a  b u t c h e r .  
An o f f i c e  a n d  a  p a i n t  s h o p  a l s o  w e r e  c l o s e  a t  h a n d ,  I m m e d i a t e l y  
t o  t h e  e a s t ,  on  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  was  a  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r .  A t  t h e  
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c o r n e r  o f  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  was t h e  Newpor t  News M i l i t a r y  
Academy, a  t h r e e - s t o r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  To i t s  w e s t  was 
t h e  s i t e  o f  a  b r i c k  f i r e  h o u s e  t h a t  i n  1897  w a s  u n d e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The b l o c k  f o r m e d  by  2 9 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  
L a f a y e t t e  a n d  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s  was a l m o s t  v a c a n t .  Rowhouses  
f r o n t e d  upon L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 9 t h ,  t o  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  o f  w h i c h  was a  s i m i l a r  c o m p l e x .  On L a f a y e t t e  Avenue ,  
b e t w e e n  2 9 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  w e r e  a  l i v e r y  s t a b l e ,  w h e e l w r i g h t ,  
p a i n t  s h o p ,  s t e a m  l a u n d r y  a n d  c a r p e n t r y  s h o p .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
V i r g i n i a  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  3 3 r d  a n d  3 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  was t h e  Newpor t  
News K n i t t i n g  M i l l .  Be tween  1 8 9 3  a n d  1 8 9 7  a d o z e n  new d w e l l i n g s  
w e r e  e r e c t e d  b e t w e e n  3 5 t h  a n d  3 6 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a l o n g  L a f a y e t t e  
Avenue ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  new homes s t o o d  on  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s  
b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h   street:^. C o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  u n d e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  L a f a y e t t e ,  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  
3 7 t h  S t r e e t s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 7 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 5 6  t h r o u g h  3:59). 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S a n b o r n  maps ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d  
b e t w e e n  3 7 t h  and  3 9 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Newpor t  
News S h i p  B u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry Dock Company e x p e r i e n c e d  a  m i n i m a l  
amoun t  o f  c h a n g e  b e t w e e n  1 8 9 3  a n d  1 8 9 7 .  A row o f  d r y  k i l n s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  s h i p y a r d l ' s  p r o p e r t y .  By 1 8 9 7  t h e  a r e a  o n  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  b l o c k s  a n d  s t r e e t s  
a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  4 9 t h  S t r e e t  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 4 ) .  

I n  1 8 9 7  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  s t i l l  s p a r s e  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  C & 0 main  l i n e  and  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue .  A row o f  t e n e m e n t s  was 
l o c a t e d  on l o t s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  Warwick  T h e a t e r ,  w h e r e  s t a g e  
a n d  s c r e e n  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  s m o k i n g  a n d  b e e r - d r i n k i n g  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  p a t r o n s .  A l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  Warwick A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  
22nd a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t s ,  w e r e  s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  
s i n c e  1 8 9 3 ;  a  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e  s t o o d  on  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  
a n d  Warwick .  C o m m e r c i a l  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w e r e  
i n t e r m i n g l e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  Warwick  
a n d  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e s ,  a n d  h o u s e s  w e r e  t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 3 r d .  The Newpor t  News Guano Works was 
l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  C & 0 t r a c k s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 7 )  
( F i g u r e s  3 :  6 1  t h r o u g h  3 : 6 3 ) .  Be tween  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  Mad i son  
A v e n u e s  a n d  22nd t h r o u g h  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  a f e w  new h o u s e s ,  
b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  a P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  t h a t  s t o o d  on  
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t .  D w e l l i . n g s  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  
c o n s t r u c t e d  on some o f  t h e  P o t s  b e t w e e n  2 7 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  b u t  
t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l o t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  w e r e  v a c a n t ,  
A l o n g  Ivy Avenue ,  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  To 
t h e  s o u t h  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  s e v e r a l  new b u s i n e s s e s ,  s u c h  a s  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  g r o c e r i e s ,  sholps ,  a n d  a  s a l o o n  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 7 )  
( F i g u r e s  3 : 6 3  t h r o u g h  3 : 6 6 ) .  

S i g n i f i c a n t  E v e n t s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  
D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - t o - l a t e  1 8 9 0 s  s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  

o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Newpor t  News, The Old  Domin ion  
p a s s e n g e r  l i n e r ,  Wyanoke, ---- c o l l i d e d  w i t h  t h e  U .  S .  c r u i s e r  ------- C o l u m b i a  
i n  a  p re -dawn  a c c z d e n t  t h a t  c l a i m e d  s e v e r a l  l i v e s .  I n  1 8 9 7  a  
c o l o n y  o f  M e n n o n i t e s  became e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Warwick  C o u n t y ,  n e a r  
Newpor t  News. I ,  D. H e r t z l e r  o f  Long G r e e n ,  M a r y l a n d ,  a n d  D. Z .  
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Y o d e r  o f  Wayne C o u n t y ,  O h i o , ,  came t o  t h e  a r e a  s e e k i n g  good 
f a r m l a n d  t h a t  was o n l y  a  d a y  f r o m  u r b a n  m a r k e t s ,  They  l o c a t e d  a n d  
p u r c h a s e d  1 , 2 4 9  a c r e s  on  t h e  Warwick  R i v e r ,  i n  . t h e  D e n b i g h  a r e a ,  
t o  w h i c h  t h e y  i n v i t e d  member s  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0  
o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  Warwic'k R i v e r  M e n n o n i t e  c o m m u n i t y  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 8 9 ;  N e w p o r t  News T i m e s - H e r a l d  1 9 7 8 ~ 3 3 ) .  

I n  S p r i n g  1 8 9 8 ,  when tlne S p a n i s h  A m e r i c a n  .War b r o k e  o u t ,  t h e  
U .  S .  g o v e r n m e n t  t e m p o r a r i l y  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  
N e w p o r t  News a n d  u s e d  t h e m  a s  a  m i l i t a r y  p o r t  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n .  To 
p r e v e n t  b o m b a r d m e n t  by  S p a n i s h  w a r s h i p s ,  t h e  l o c a l  H u n t i n g t o n  
R i f l e s  a n d  o t h e r  c i v i l  d e f e n d e r s  e n c a m p e d  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  
J a m e s  R i v e r  on  t h e  C a s i n o  g r o u n d s  a n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
s h i p y a r d ,  b e t w e e n  4 5 t h  a n d  5 0 t h  S t r e e t s .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
r o l e  t h e  s h i p y a r d  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  i n d u s t r y ,  N e w p o r t  News'  
e conomy was  s t i m u l a t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 8 9 ) .  
C a p i t a l i z i n g  u p o n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e l l  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  t h e  f i r m  o f  
P o w e l l  B r o t h e r s  a n d  K i n g  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  a u c t i o n  
o f f  8 0 0  l o t s  on  t h e  same d a y  t h e  b a t t l e s h i p s  ------ K e n t u c k y  - a n d  K e r s a r g e  ----- 
w e r e  t o  b e  s o l d .  Mos t  o f  t h e  l o t s  l a y .  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  S a l t e r s  
C r e e k ,  i n  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y  (Hoen  1 8 9 8 ;  R o u s e  1 9 6 9 : 5 0 ) ,  I n  
1 8 9 9  a Y e l l o w  F e v e r  e p i d e m i c  o c c u r r e d  on  t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  Many 
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  f l e d  f r o m  P h o e b u s  a n d  Old  P o i n t  C o m f o r t ,  f o r  40  
v e t e r a n s  a t  t h e  S o l d i e r s  Home w e r e  s t r i c k e n ,  22  o f  whom d i e d .  
H a r ~ e r  ' s  W e e k l y  c a r r i e d  a  p i c t u r e  o f  N e w p o r t  News' r e s i d e n t s  -- ---- --- 
l e a v i n g  t o w n .  L o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  b a r r i c a d e d  t h e  r o a d s  i n t o  N e w p o r t  
News a n d  c u t  o f f  t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a .  F i n a l l y ,  
a f t e r  1 0  d a y s ,  t h e  e p i d e m i c  s u b s i d e d  ( R o u s e  1 9 6 9 : 5 2 ) .  

The  1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n  Map 
B e t w e e n  1 8 9 7  a n d  1 8 9 9 ,  some o f  t h e  p i e r s  a l o n g  t h e  N e w p o r t  

N e w s  w a t e r f r o n t  w e r e  r e n o v a t e d ,  P i e r  Nos .  4 ,  5 a n d  6  w e r e  
e x t e n d e d  a n d  e x t e n s i v e l y  r e m o d e l e d  a n d  P i e r  No. 7  ( t h e  o l d  s t e a m e r  
p i e r )  was  a d a p t e d  t o  u s e  b y  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  Bay O y s t e r  a n d  F i s h  
Company. To t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e  W. T .  F e r g u s o n  Company ' s  l u m b e r  y a r d  
w a s  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  N e w p o r t  News Lumber Company, w h i c h  e n l a r g e d  
i t  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  A m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  :new c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  i n  
e v i d e n c e  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  w h a t  i n  1 8 9 9  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  s ame  r o a d  t h a t  i n  1 8 9 7  h a d  b e e n  known a s  B o r  
1 7 t h  S t r e e t .  I t  was  o n  181 th  S t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  B e a c h  
( R i v e r )  Road t h a t  t h e  i n f a m o u s  H e l l ' s  H a l f  A c r e  ( a  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  
l o c a l  l a w l e s s n e s s )  was  l o c a t e d  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 :  1 8 9 ) ,  A s i z e a b l e  
n u m b e r  o f  new d w e l l i n g s  s t o o d  n e a r  t h e  e a s t  e n d  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
Wes t  Avenue  h a d  b e e n  e x t e n l d e d  s o u t h w a r d ,  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  b l o c k  
b o r d e r e d  b y  A a n d  1 8 t h  S t r e e t s .  P i e r  No. 8 ,  w h i c h  w a s  n e w l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a n  o p e n  d o c k  t h a t  was  s e r v i c e d  b y  a 
g r a i n  b e l t  t h a t  was  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a  new g r a i n  e l e v a t o r .  A t  t h e  e n d  
o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  r i v e r ,  was  Warwick  P a r k ' s  c a s i n o ,  
w h i c h  i n  1 8 9 9  h a d  a  b o w l i n g  a l l e y ,  b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r ,  b a t h  h o u s e  a n d  
c a f e  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  67  t h r o u g h  3 :  6 9 ) .  

Many c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  
S t r e e t s  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s .  A l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  
s i d e  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  c e r t a i n  d w e l l i n g s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  
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i n  1 8 9 7  by 1 8 9 9  h a d  b e e n  r a z e d  a n d  r e p l a c e d  by  b u s i n e s s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  A new c o u n t y / c i t y  j a i l  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  b e h i n d  t h e  
c o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e - c i t y  h a l l  on a  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t .  S e v e r a l  new 
r e s i d e n c e s  s t o o d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t .  Some o f  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a l o n g  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  h a d  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  
a n d  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o s t  o f f i c e  was s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  i t s  f o r m e r  
l o c a t i o n .  By 1 8 9 9  t h e  H o t e l  B r u n s w i c k  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on 
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a t  2 5 t h  S t r e e t .  On t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  2 4 t h  was a  l a r g e  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  was s h a r e d  by  a n  
u n l i k e l y  t r i o :  a  s a l o o n ,  a  w h o l e s a l e  l i q u o r  s t o r e  a n d  t h e  
S a l v a t i o n  Army. The t o w n ' s  u n o f f i c i a l  Red L i g h t  d i s t r i c t  
r e p o r t e d l y  was on 2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  downtown a n d  Warwick 
Avenue  ( R o u s e  1 9 8 6 :  1 2 2 ) .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  West Avenue  and  2 3 r d  
S t r e e t  w e r e  t h e  Cus tom House  a n d  a  c i g a r - a n d - b o o k  s t o r e .  To t h e  
e a s t  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  w e r e  s e v e n  s a l o o n s ;  B a r o n ' s  
H o t e l ,  T h e a t e r  a n d  B e e r  G a r d e n ;  a n d  t h e  L i v e r p o o l  V a r i e t y  T h e a t e r  
a n d  S a l o o n .  A s e c o n d  h a n d  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e ,  t h e  Armour c o l d  
s t o r a g e  a n d  m e a t  p a c k i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  a n d  a  l i v e r y  s t a b l e  w e r e  
n e a r b y .  P r o c e e d i n g  n o r t h  on  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a b u t t e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  e a s t  
a n d  w e s t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b o v e  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  a n d  
a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number  o f  new homes h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
a r e a .  By 1 8 9 9  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d e d  a b o v e  32nd S t r e e t  
o n  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  t h e  Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l  h a d  b e e n  
b u i l t  on t h e  b l o c k  bound  by  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  
a n d  W a s h i n g t o n   avenue^.^^ A n e w l y  b u i l t  o p e r a  h o u s e  ( t h e  Academy 
o f  M u s i c )  s t o o d  on  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  j u s t  e a s t  
of  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 4 t h  
S t r e e t ,  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s ,  was  S t .  P a u l ' s  
E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  o n  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s .  
B e t w e e n  1 8 9 7  a n d  1 8 9 9  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  i n c r e a s e d  m a r k e d l y  i n  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  n e a r  t h o s e  c h u r c h e s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :70  
t h r o u g h  3 :  7 3 ) .  

To t h e  e a s t  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue b u t  w e s t  o f  t h e  C & 0  m a i n  
l i n e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was l i g h t .  The p r o p e r t y  t h a t  b e t w e e n  
1 8 9 3  and  1 8 9 7  was t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  Warwick I r o n w o r k s  i n  1 8 9 9  was 
o c c u p i e d  by  t h e  Benson  a n d  P h i l l i p s  Company 's  p l a n t .  N e a r b y ,  t h e  
C r y s t a l  I c e  a n d  R e f r i g e r a t i o n  Company's  b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  a d a p t e d  
t o  u s e  b y  t h e  P e n i n s u l a  E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  Power Company's  I c e  
P l a n t .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  i c e  p l a n t  was  t h e  P a b s t  B r e w i n g  
Company 's  b e e r  b o t t l i n g  p l a n t .  Some o f  t h e  l o t s  i n  t h e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d  b e t w e e n  2 4 t h  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s  c o n t a i n e d  
new h o u s e s .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  2 6 t h  and  ----______----------_--------------- 

2 8 ~ h i s  s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  g e n e r a l l y  was  known a s  t h e  Newpor t  News 
C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  a n d  s e r v e d  b o t h  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  
c h i l d r e n ,  i n  1 9 1 0  was  r e n a m e d  i n  h o n o r  o f  J o h n  W e  D a n i e l ,  a  
C o n f e d e r a t e  h e r o .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s c h o o l  b u r n e d  i n  1 9 1 3 ,  i t  was 
r e b u i l t  a n d  u s e d  t o  h o u s e  e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e s  a n d  t h e  c i t y ' s  s c h o o l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  B e t w e e n  1 9 6 1  a n d  1 9 6 4  t h e  J o h n  W .  D a n i e l  S c h o o l  
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  home o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  Newpor t  C o l l e g e ;  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  w a s  r a z e d  i n  1 9 7 3  (Brown 1 9 7 9 : 4 8 ) ,  
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2 8 t h  S t r e e t s ,  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  J o n e s  Lumber a n d  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
Company h a d  u n d e r g o n e  m o d i f i c a t i o n .  B e t w e e n  1 8 9 7  a n d  1 8 9 9  t h e  
B o o k e r  P o r c h  Company h a d  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  b l o c k  f o r m e r l y  o c c u p i e d  by 
t h e  Newpor t  News M i l l i n g  Company a n d  thie f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  b l o c k s  
b e t w e e n  3 0 t h  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t s  c o n t a i n e d  R .  E .  R i c h a r d s o n ' s  Lumber 
Yard  a n d  a f e w  s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s .  S e v e r a l  new h o u s e s  h a d  b e e n  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  c l o s e  t o  t h e  k n i t t i n g  m i l l s ,  w h i c h  b y  1 8 9 9  
h a d  c h a n g e d  h a n d s .  A f i r e h o u s e  a n d  h e a d q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  on a  l o t  a b u t t i n g  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue ,  n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
2 8 t h  S t r e e t .  The S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 's  1 8 9 9  map o f  Newpor t  
News r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  Newpor t  News D i s t z i l l e d  I c e  Company 's  p l a n t  
a b u t t e d  t h e  t r a c k s  o f  t h e  C & 0 ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 7 4  
t h r o u g h  3  : 7  7 )  

I n  1 8 9 9  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p  B u i l d i n g  a n d  
Dry  Dock Company w e r e  mapped. i n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more  d e t a i l  t h a n  t h e y  
h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y ;  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  much new c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o c c u r r e d  on  t h e  s h i p y a r d ' s  p ~ r o p e r t y  b e t w e e n  I 8 9 7  a n d  1 8 9 9 .  By 
1 8 9 9 ,  t h e  H .  N .  C a s h e y  F o u n d r y  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  E a f a y e t t e  a n d  4 0 t h  
S t r e e t  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  Newpor t  News I r o n  a n d  B r a s s  
Works ,  A l t h o u g h  t h e  b l o c k s  hemmed i n  b y  3 9 t h  a n d  4 1 s t  S t r e e t s  
w e r e  v a c a n t ,  some r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  42nd 
S t r e e t  a n d  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h w a r d  t o  5 0 t h  S t r e e t .  More d e v e l o p m e n t  
h a d  o c c u r r e d  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  t h a n  t o  t h e  e a s t .  
S c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w e r e  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  
s u c h  a s  g r o c e r i e s ,  b a r b e r  s h o p s ,  a n d  l a u n d r i e s .  A new M e t h o d i s t -  
E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  4 5 t h  S t r e e t  
( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  7 8  t h r o u g h  3 :  8 3 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 8 9 7  a n d  1 8 9 9  a c o n s i d e r a ' b l e  a m o u n t  o f  new 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e ,  To 
t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  w e s t  o f  Warwick ,  i n d u s t r i a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  b u i l t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  a n d  s e v e r a l  
p r e v i o u s l y - e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  r e n o v a t e d  a n d  a d a p t e d  t o  
a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e s .  The R o b e r t  P o r t e r  B r e w i n g  Company c o n s t r u c t e d  
i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  n e a r  t h e  C & 0 a n d  t h e  M i l w a u k e e  M o t e l  was b u i l t  o n  
t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  24t:h S t r e e t  a n d  Warwick  Avenue .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  i n t e n s i f i e d  a l o n g  b o t h  
s i d e s  o f  Warwick  Avenue a n d  some o f  t h e  l o t s  t . h a t  i n  1 8 9 7  w e r e  
o c c u p i e d  b y  m o d e s t - s i z e d  h o u s e s ,  by  1 8 9 9  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  t e n e m e n t s  
a n d  r o w s  o f  t i n y  d w e l l i n g s .  T h e s e  new h o u s i n g  u n i t s  m o s t  l i k e l y  
w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a n  a t t e , m p t  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  u p o n  t h e  h o u s i n g  
s h o r t a g e  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  when Newpor t  News was  a  
boom town t o  w h i c h  j o b - s e e k e r s  came i n  d r o v e s .  B e t w e e n  Warwick  
a n d  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e s ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number  o f  new r e s i d e n c e s  had  
b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  s i n c e  1 8 9 7 ;  e v e n  s o ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  was s p a r s e ,  Two 
b l o c k s  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  3 4 t h  a n d  3 6 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  w e r e  mapped by t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 's  a g e n t s  
t h o u g h  c o n t i g u o u s  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  ( i f  e x t a n t )  w e r e  n o t  ( S a n b o r n  
1 8 9 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :84  t h r o u g h  3 : 8 6 ) .  

To t h e  e a s t  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a n d  s o u t h  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  
r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  h a d  i n t e n s i f i e d .  Many o f  t h e s e  new h o u s i n g  
u n i t s  w e r e  d u p l e x e s .  B e t w e e n  1 8 9 7  a n d  1 8 9 9 ,  t h r e e  new c h u r c h e s  
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Figure 3 :  78 Newport News (Sanborn 1899 : 2 9 ) .  
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w e r e  b u i l t  t o  m e e t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  n e e d s  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  e x p a n d i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n :  t h e  Z i o n  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( n e a r  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ) ;  t h e  A n t i o c h  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  ( t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  named 
s t r u c t u r e ) ;  and t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  ( a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  a n d  2 3 r d ) .  V e r y  l i t t l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t .  The 2 3 r d  S t r e e t  S c h o o l  
o c c u p i e d  c o n t i g u o u s  l o t s  i n  t h e  b l o c k  e ! n c l o s e d . b y  M a d i s o n  a n d  
M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s  a n d  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s .  The 2 8 t h  S t r e e t  
S c h o o l  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  b e t w e e n  M a r s h a l l  a n d  Wickham A v e n u e s  
( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 8 7  t h r o u g h  3 : 8 9 ) .  

I n  1 8 9 9  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company ' s  m a p s  i n c l u d e d  some o f  
t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  Wickham a n d  Ches tnu t :  A v e n u e s ,  a n  a r e a  t h a t  
c o n t a i n e d  a  l i g h t  amoun t  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h r e e  
c h u r c h e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e s e  n e i g h b o ~ r h o o d s .  The  S e c o n d  B a p t i s t  
C h u r c h  s t o o d  on  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o:€ 2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  O r c u t t  
Avenue  a n d  t h e  S e c o n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  w a s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  R o a n o k e  a n d  2 6 t h .  A l s o  c l o s e  a t  h a n d  w a s  t h e  
C h e s t n u t  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  p r e s e n c e  
i m p l i e s  t h a t  many r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  w e r e  b l a c k .  
F r o n t i n g  u p o n  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  a  s e w e r a g e  p u m p i n g  s t a t i o n  a n d  a  
f i r e  h o u s e .  L a u n d r i e s ,  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  o t h e r  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  w e r e  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a .  I n  1 8 9 9 ,  h o u s e s  w e r e  
s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  (of I v y  Avenue  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  
3 : 9 0  a n d  3 : 9 1 ) .  

1 9 0 0  t o  1 9 1 0  --------- 
On A u g u s t  1 3 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n ,  f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r  o f  

t h e  c i t y  o f  Newpor t  News, d i e d .  The  c i t y  c o u n c i l ,  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  h i s  momen tous  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  c h a n g e d  t h e  name o f  L a f a y e t t e  
Avenue  t o  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 8 9 ) .  A map p r e p a r e d  i n  
1 9 0 0  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News Town L o t  
I n v e s t m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h a t  much o f  N e w p o r t  News was  s t i l l  
i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  d e v e l . o p e r s  (Anonymous 1 9 0 0 )  
( F i g u r e  3 : 9 2 ) .  Newpor t  News c e n s u s  r e c o r d s  f o r  1 9 0 0  d i s c l o s e  t h a t  
by  t h a t  d a t e  t h e  c i t y  was  c o m p r i s e d  o f  n u m e r o u s  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  a n d  
n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  R u s s i a n s ,  G r e e k s ,  P o l i s h ,  C a n a d i a n s ,  
S c o t s ,  W e l s h ,  G e r m a n s ,  A u s t r i a n s ,  I t a l i a n s ,  N o r w e g i a n s ,  S y r i a n s ,  
A r m e n i a n s ,  C h i n e s e ,  a n d  E n g l i s h .  Many o f  t h o s e  who i m m i g r a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  w e r e  l a b o r e r s  o r  s e m i - s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s ,  
w h e r e a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who came f r o m  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  
t r a d e s m e n  ( s u c h  a s  t a i l o r s , ,  w a t c h m a k e r s ,  a n d  b l a c k s m i t h s ) ,  
s h o p k e e p e r s  ( s u c h  a s  g r o c e r s  a n d  j e w e l e r s ) ,  o r  men e m p l o y e d  i n  
m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r i e s  ( s u c h  a s  s t e v e d o r e s  o r  s e a m e n ) .  A l m o s t  a l l  o f  
N e w p o r t  News'  C h i n e s e  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  l a u n d r i e s .  
I n  1 9 0 0 ,  c e n s u s - t a k e r s  n o t e d  n o t  o n l y  w h e t h e r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  a  
n a t u r a l i z e d  c i t i z e n  b u t  a l s o  t h e  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  h e / s h e  came t o  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  many o f  N e w p o r t  News' f o r e i g n - b o r n  
r e s i d e n t s  h a d  i m m i g r a t e d  diurdng t h e  1 8 7 0 s ,  8 0 s  a n d  9 0 s  a n d  l i v e d  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  15 t o  210 y e a r s  b e f o r e  s e e k i n g  A m e r i c a n  
c i t i z e n s h i p .  A l t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  
I s l e s  h a d  a r r i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 s  a n d  1 8 8 0 s ,  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  h a d  moved t o  A m e r i c a  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  
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a n d  1 8 9 0 s .  I t  i s  n o t  known w h e t h e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
came d i r e c t l y  t o  Newpor t  News o r  f i r s t  s p e n t  t i m e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  
One C h i n e s e  l a u n d r y m a n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  came t o  A m e r i c a  i n  1856  
b u t  d i d  n o t  become a  n a t u r a l i z e d  c i t i z e n  u n t i l  1 8 7 9  ( N e w p o r t  News 
C e n s u s  1 9 0 0 ) .  

The 1 9 0 3  S a n b o r n  Map 
B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  c h a n g e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  Newly c o n s t r u c t e d  
b u s i n e s s e s  ( s u c h  a s  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  d r u g s t o r e s ,  b a k e r i e s ,  g r o c e r y  
s t o r e s  a n d  o f f i c e s )  s t o o d  upon  p r e v i o u s l y  v a c a n t  l o t s  o r  s i t e s  
t h a t  f o r m e r l y  h a d  b e e n  o c c u p i e d  b y  d w e l l i n g s .  Moving i n l a n d ,  
r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t .  A 
m a s s i v e  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  w a r e h o u s e  a l s o  was  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  I t  
was  o n  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  b o r d e l l o s  r e p o r t e d l y  f l o u r i s h e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  a n d  9 0 s .  By 1 9 0 3 ,  K l o n d y k e  Avenue ,  w h i c h  
c o n t a i n e d  t e n e m e n t s ,  s a l o o n s  a n d  a  f e w  d e t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g s ,  
e x t e n d e d  t o w a r d  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  a n d  t e r m i n a t e d  s o u t h  o f  P i e r  No. 
1 0 .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  d o t t e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  Newpor t  News 
Avenue ,  w h i c h  a l s o  r a n  t o w a r d  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  ( R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 1 8 8 ;  
S a n b o r n  1 9 0 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 9 3  a n d  3 : 9 4 ) .  

Above 22nd S t r e e t ,  many c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  1899-1903 .  
The  Warwick  P a r k  c a s i n o  was r e n o v a t e d  t o  accommoda te  a  v a u d e v i l l e  
t h e a t e r  a n d  a  m o d e s t  amoun t  o f  new d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  
2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e s ,  w h e r e  two 
m e a t - p a c k i n g  c o m p a n i e s  ( S w i f t  a n d  Armour)  b u i l t  c o l d  s t o r a g e  
f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  N e l s o n  M o r r i s  a n d  Company c o n s t r u c t e d  a  
p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t .  Two w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  
n e a r b y ,  a s  was a  l a r g e  f e e d  s t o r e .  I n  1 9 0 3  t h e  U .  S .  Cus tom House  
a n d  P o s t  O f f i c e  ( a  b u i l d i n g  o f  m a s s i v e  p r o p o r t i o n s )  was  t h e n  u n d e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  on  a  c l u s t e r  o f  l o t s  t h a t  a b u t t e d  West  Avenue b e t w e e n  
2 5 t h  a n d  2 6 t h  S t r e e t s .  F r o n t i n g  o n  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  
2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h ,  was a  l a r g e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  a n d  f u r n i t u r e / c a r p e t  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  West  and  
W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s ,  a  l a r g e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  was u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
on f o u r  c o n t i g u o u s  l o t s  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  h a d  c o n t a i n e d  d w e l l i n g s .  
The T r i n i t y  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  
s i n c e  1 8 9 9 ,  s t o o d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e s .  A b a n k  a n d  two o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  
t h a t  i n  1 8 9 9  o c c u p i e d  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  by  1 9 0 3  h a d  b e e n  r a z e d  t o  make way f o r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Grand  C e n t r a l  H o t e l .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
h a d  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t .  The 
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  a n d  a  Y . M . C . A .  s t o o d  on a d j o i n i n g  l o t s  
o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  32nd  S t r e e t .  I n  1 9 0 3  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  W o r k e r s  
C h u r c h  was l o c a t e d  on  a  l o t  f a c i n g  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  b e t w e e n  3 4 t h  
a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 9 5  t h r o u g h  3 : 9 8 ) .  On 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue b u t  w e s t  o f  t h e  C & 0  m a i n  l i n e ,  
new h o u s e s  o c c u p i e d  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s .  The  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  
D a i l y  P r e s s  and  T e l e g r a m  s t o o d  on  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  - -  - - -C_-- - - - - -  

L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  was b e i n g  
b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  n o t  f a r  f r o m  V i r g i n i a  
Avenue .  The A d a t h  J e s h u r u n  S y n a g o g u e ,  w h i c h  i n  1 8 9 9  was u n d e r  
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c o n s t r u c t i o n  on  a  l o t  n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  b y  1 9 0 3  h a d  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d .  A t  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  
c o r n e r  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  3 5 t h  was  t h e  S t .  V i n c e n t . ' ~  Boys  Academy,  
B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3 ,  i r o n  b r i d g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  2 5 t h ,  2 8 t h  a n d  
3 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  s p a n n i n g  t h e  C & 0 t r a c k s  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  
a n d  w e s t e r n  h a l v e s  o f  N e w p o r t  News ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 9 9  
t h r o u g h  3 :  1 0 2 ) .  2 9  

By 1 9 0 3  t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p  B u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  Bock Company 
h a d  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  N e w p o r t  News I r o n  a n d  Brass Works f o u n d r y ,  
b e t w e e n  4 0 t h  a n d  4 1 s t  S t r e e t s .  Many o f  t h e  l o t s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  
f o u n d r y ' s  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  w e r e  v a c a n t .  B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3  a  
n u m b e r  o f  new s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  u p o n  t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p  
B u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company ' s  p r o p e r t y  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  become  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  d e n s e  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  4 1 s t  
S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  c l o s e l y  a l i g n e d  a l o n g  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h a t  a r e a ' s  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s .  The  4 5 t h  S t r e e t  
M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  was  r e n a m e d  t h e  G r a c e  M. E. C h u r c h  a n d  
i t s  s i z e  was  e n l a r g e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  S m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  s u c h  a s  
b a r b e r  s h o p s ,  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  l a u n d r i e s ,  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  s e v e r a l  
s i t e s  a l o n g  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e .  C o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  g r o w t h  i n  h o u s i n g  
d e n s i t y  came t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  416th S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l ,  
F i r e  S t a t i o n  No. 3 ,  t h e  E a f a y e t t e  Avenue  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e  
N e w p o r t  News C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h .  Above . 5 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  m o r e  t h a n  two  
d o z e n  l a r g e  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  s t l ood  on  l o t s  t h a t  w e r e  
d o u b l e ,  t r i p l e  o r  q u a d r u p l e  i n  s i z e .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  s t a t e l y  homes  
o f  N e w p o r t  Newsv N o r t h  End,  w h i c h  a r e a  h a d  n o t  b e e n  mapped  b y  t h e  
S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company ' s  a g e n t s  i n  1 8 9 9 .  One d w e l l i n g  i n  t h e  
b l o c k  b e t w e e n  5 6 t h  a n d  5 7 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  ( L a f a y e t t e )  
Avenue  h a d  i t s  own a s t r o n o m i c a l  o b s e r v a t o r y  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 3 )  
( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 0 3  t h r o u g h  3 : 1 0 5 ) .  

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e ,  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  
3 7 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  Warwick  A v e n u e ,  w a s  t h e  Warwick  B r e w i n g  Company ' s  
p l a n t ,  w h i c h  i n  1 9 0 3  was  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The c o m p a n y ' s  
f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  a n  i c e  p l a n t ,  c o ~ p e r i n g  s h o p ,  b e e r  c e l l a r s ,  a  
b r e w  h o u s e  a n d  b o i l e r  r o o m s .  S i n c e  1 8 9 9  a g a r b a g e  i n c i n e r a t o r  h a d  
b e e n  b u i l t  on  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  Warwick  ,Avenue a n d  2 0 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  a wood a n d  c o a l  y a r d  w a s  l o c a t e d  o n  22nd S t r e e t  n e a r  
t h e  C & 0  m a i n  l i n e .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
2 5 t h ,  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  b r i d g e s  s p u r r e d  i n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  f o r  c o m p a n i e s  
l o c a t i n g  t h e r e  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  
c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a n d  p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s .  R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  new 
r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  
l i n e  b e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3 ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  22nd  S t r e e t .  S m a l l  
b u s i n e s s e s ,  s u c h  as  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  l a u n d r i e s ,  c o b b l e r  s h o p s ,  a n d  
-----.-7-------------------------------- 

2 9 ~ h e  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  b r i d g e  was  i n  p l a c e  b y  1 9 0 1 ;  i n  1 9 7 2  i t  w a s  
c o n d e m n e d  a s  u n s a f e  a n d  c l o s e d  t o  u s e .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1 9 7 8  t h e  
b r i d g e  was  t o r n  down t o  make way f o r  I n t e r s t a t e  6 6 4 .  A 
r e p l a c e m e n t  b r i d g e  w a s  e r e c t e d  i n  1 9 7 9  (Brown 1 9 7 9 : 4 7 ) .  
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o t h e r  s e r v i c e - r e l a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  among t h e s e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  Two m o v i n g  c o m p a n i e s  a l s o  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  
p a r t  o f  town ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 0 6  t h r o u g h  1 0 9 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3 ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  on  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  e x p e r i e n c e d  v i g o r o u s  g r o w t h  a n d  many 
f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s  c o n t a i n e d  new h o u s i n g  u n i t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
d u p l e x e s  a n d  row h o u s e s .  Many new homes h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  o n  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  M a d i s o n  Avenue ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t .  S m a l l  
m e r c h a n t s  a n d  s h o p k e e p e r s  e r e c t e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  g e a r e d  t o  m e e t i n g  
t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e s e  n e w c o m e r s .  The f a c i l i t i e s  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s  
A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  on  22nd S t r e e t ,  w e r e  e n l a r g e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a n d  t h e  M t .  C a l v a r y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  a n  32nd S t r e e t  
b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  and  Mad i son  A v e n u e s ,  was  b u i l t  on a  f o r m e r l y  
v a c a n t  l o t .  A b l o c k  away,  on 3 3 r d ,  was t h e  Newpor t  News S h i r t  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company's  p l a n t .  C l o s e  a . t  h a n d ,  n e a r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  was t h e  R y s d a l e  Remedy 
Company, m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  
3 : 1 1 0  a n d  3 : 1 1 1 ) .  

A s i g n i f i c a n t  amoun t  o f  new r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  h a d  o c c u r r e d  
i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s ,  a b o v e  Hampton 
Avenue ,  w h e r e  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  
d u p l e x e s .  The s i z e  o f  t h e s e  h o u s e s  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
w e r e  b u i l t  t o  accommoda te  a s i n g l e  f a m i l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  was  
o n e  o f  Newpor t  News' more  p r o s p e r o u s  b l a c k  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  L i t t l e  
d i s c e r n i b l e  c h a n g e  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  
Wickham Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  22nd a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  Be tween  1 8 9 9  a n d  
1 9 0 3 ,  many new h o u s i n g  u n i t s  w e r e  b u i l t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Wickham 
Avenue a n d  b o t h  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  o f  Roanoke  Avenue .  F i r e  House  No. 
3  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  on 2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  
o t h e r  s e r v i c e - r e l a t e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a t  r andom.  A 
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  s t o o d  u p o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  Roanoke  Avenue 
a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  New r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h  
t o w a r d  C o u n t y  Road a n d  e a s t  b e y o n d  Oak Avenue .  A new p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  s t o o d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  22nd S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  
a n d  Roanoke  A v e n u e s .  The 2 4 t h  S t r e e t  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  
e r e c t e d  n e a r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  Roanoke  and  2 4 t h  a n d  a  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  f o r  b l a c k s  was l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  2 9 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  Oak Avenue  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :112  a n d  3 : 1 1 3 ) .  
By 1 9 0 3  a  m o d e s t  amoun t  o f  new d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  I v y  
Avenue .  A j o g  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  9 t h  S t r e e t  was c r e a t e d  when i t  w a s  
e x t e n d e d  w e s t w a r d ,  t h r o u g h  two v a c a n t  l o t s  t h a t  a b u t t e d  I v y  
Avenue .  The E b e n e z e r  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n  was  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  o f  w h i c h  was t h e  Z i o n  U n i o n  A p o s t o l i c  C h u r c h .  T e n e m e n t s  
a n d  r o w s  o f  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a  ( S a n b o r n  
1 9 0 3 ) .  

The  1 9 0 7  S a n b o r n  Map 
I n  1 9 0 7  when t h e  map-makers  o f  t h ~ e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 

u p d a t e d  t h e i r  r e n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  Newport News w a t e r f r o n t ,  l i t t l e  
a p p r e c i a b l e  c h a n g e  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  s f  t h e  C 
& 0  p i e r s .  To t h e  s o u t h ,  b e t w e e n  P i e r  Nos.  7 a n d  8 ,  w h i c h  
s t r a d d l e d  t h e  e n d  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  was a  f e r r y  s l i p .  TQ i t s  s o u t h  
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Figure 3:107 Newport N e w s  (Sanborn 1903:15). 
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w e r e  t h e  C & 0  c o a l  p i e r s .  The n e i g h b o r h o o d s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  A 
a n d  1 8 t h  S t r e e t s  h a d  u n d e r g o n e  l i t t l e  a p p r e c i a b l e  c h a n g e ,  The 
Dabney B r o k e r a g e  Company 's  f a c i l i t i e s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  
f o r m e r  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  w a r e h o u s e ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  Newpor t  
News Avenue was s p a r s e .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Newpor t  News Avenue and  
D S t r e e t  was  a B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .  Some o f  t h e  bawdy h o u s e s  a n d  
s a l o o n s  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  many h a v e  b e e n  d r i v e n  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s  
b y  t h e  c i v i l  r e f o r m  movement  i n s t i g a t e d  b y  t h e  Rev.  E. T. 
W e l l f o r d  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 s  ( R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 1 8 8 ;  S a n b o r n  1 9 0 7 ) .  

U p s t r e a m ,  a b o v e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  p i e r s ,  t h e  
O l d  Domin ion  Land Company 's  w h a r f  ( P i e r  A) p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  t h e  
J a m e s  R i v e r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 3  a n d  1 9 0 7 ,  
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t e n s i f i e d  a l o n g  2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  a  
s e r i e s  o f  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  w a r e h o u s e s ,  t h e  H o s t e r  B e e r  D e p o t ,  a n d  
two p r o d u c e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d .  The U .  S, Army 
S u p p l y  D e p o t  a l s o  was b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  On t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  West  Avenue  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  was t h e  H o t e l  Warwick Annex,  
a  l a r g e  L - s h a p e d  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  s a t  o p p o s i t e  t h e  W a r w i c k ' s  m a i n  
b ~ i l d i n g . 3 ~  The c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i n t e n s i t y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  2 4 t h  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  was  l i t t l e  c h a n g e d .  On 
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  2 8 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  two s m a l l  
b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  t o r n  down a n d  r e p l a c e d  b y  W a s h i n g t o n  S q u a r e ,  a  
p a r k  t h a t  o c c u p i e d  h a l f  a  c i t y  b l o c k  a n d  c o n t a i n e d  a f o u n t a i n .  
B e t w e e n  1 9 0 3  a n d  1 9 0 7 ,  t h e  Grand  C e n t r a l  H o t e l ,  on  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  
c o r n e r  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  h a d  become t h e  H o t e l  
N e w p o r t .  Two o t h e r  h o t e l s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  c l o s e - b y :  t h e  H o t e l  
P o c a h o n t a s ,  w h i c h  s t o o d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  3 4 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a n d  
t h e  H o t e l  H u n t i n g t o n ,  w h i c h  was l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  3 6 t h  S t r e e t .  By 1 9 0 7  b u s i n e s s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e h i n d  w h i c h  
w e r e  d w e l l i n g s  t h a t  f l a n k e d  t h e  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 7 )  
( F i g u r e s  3 :114  t h r o u g h  3 : 1 1 7 ) .  

B e t w e e n  H u n t i n g t o n  ( L a f a y e t t e )  Avenue  a n d  t h e  C & 0 main  l i n e  
o f  t r a c k s ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  
1 9 0 3  w e r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  i n  1 9 0 7 ;  g r o w t h  was n e g l i g i b l e  i n  t h e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  a b u t t e d  t h i s  a r e a .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 3  
a n d  1 9 0 7 ,  t h e  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  was r e m o d e l e d ,  e n l a r g e d  
a n d  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  Ryan S c h o o l ,  a  s e x u a l l y - s e g r e g a t e d  
p a r o c h i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  was  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  L i t t l e  a p p r e c i a b l e  c h a n g e  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
s i z e  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  a  f e w  new d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d .  
L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p  B u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  
Dock Company a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  l i t t l e  a l t e r a t i o n  ( S a n b o r n  
1 9 0 7 ) .  
- - -  

301n 1 9 0 7  Newpor t  News was  c a u g h t  up  i n  t h e  J a m e s t o w n  
T e r c e n t e n a r y  E x p o s i t i o n .  The c e l e b r a t i o n  a t t r a c t e d  many v i s i t o r s ,  
who a r r i v e d  a b o a r d  e x c u r s i o n  b o a t s  o r  t r a i n s .  The  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
N a v a l  R e v i e w  was h e l d  i n  Hampton R o a d s  a n d  was  a t t e n d e d  by  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  v i s i t o r s  a s  P r e s i d e n t  T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  ( R o u s e  
1 9 8 6 : 7 7 ) .  
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On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 main  l i n e ,  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  
new d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  2 0 t h  a n d  3 6 t h  
S t r e e t s .  The Kanawha G r a i n  Company, by 1 9 0 7 ,  was  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o n  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  hiad b e e n  u t i l i z e d  b y  t h e  
C o n s u m e r s  L i g h t ,  H e a t  a n d  I c e  Companyt  s e l e c t r i c a l  g e n e r a t i n g  
p l a n t .  The We-Us H o t e l  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  u p o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  Warwick  A v e n u e .  I n  t h e  b l o c k s  b o u n d  b y  
J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s ,  1 9 t h  and. 2 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a  number  o f  
new d w e l l i n g s  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  u p o n  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s .  S m a l l -  
s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s u c h  a s  g , r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  b a r b e r  s h o p s  
a n d  l a u n d r i e s ,  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  was  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  d e n s e  b e t w e e n  2 5 t h  a n d  
2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  b e y o n d  w h i c h  p o i n t  i t  was  s p a r s e .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 3  a n d  
1 9 0 7  a  g r e e n h o u s e  c o m p l e x  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  on  t h r e e  l o t s  a b u t t i n g  
M a d i s o n  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s .  L i t t l e  c h a n g e  was  
i n  e v i d e n c e  a l o n g  I v y  A v e n u e ,  w h e r e  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  
w i t h  t e n e m e n t s  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  b u ~ i n e s ~ s e s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 7 )  ( F i g u r e s  
3 : 1 1 8  t h r o u g h  3 : 1 2 1 ) .  

B e t w e e n  M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s ,  f r o m  1 8 t h  t o  32nd  
S t r e e t s ,  a  m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  h a d  o c c u r r e d .  The 
W e s l e y  G r o v e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  s t o o d  o n  a  l o t  t h a t  f a c e d  1 9 t h  
S t r e e t ,  n e a r  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e .  D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  
S c h o o l  w a s  t h e  Z i o n  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  h a d  
b e e n  b u i l t  on  a  d o u b l e - w i d e  l o t  t h a t  haid b e e n  v a c a n t  i n  1 9 0 3 .  To 
t h e  w e s t  o f  Wickham A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  h o u s i n g  
d e n s i t y  h a d  i n c r e a s e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  was  l i . t t l e  d i s c e r n a b l e  c h a n g e  i n  
t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  b e t w e e n  Wickham a n d  R.oanoke A v e n u e s .  O n l y  a  f e w  
s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
2 9 t h  S t r e e t  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 7 )  ( F i g u r e  3:1212). 

A s  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  t h e  e a s t  s f  Roanoke  Avenue  became  
m o r e  p o p u l o u s ,  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  The  2 6 0 0 ,  
3 0 0 0  a n d  3 1 0 0  b l o c k s  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue  c o n t a i n e d  s t o r e s ,  s h o p s  
a n d  a l a u n d r y .  T h r e e  new c h u r c h e s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t :  a n  E p i s c o p a l  
c h u r c h  ( n e a r  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  C h ~ e s t n u t  Avenue  a n d  22nd  
S t r e e t ,  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ) ;  t h e  S e c o n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  ( o n  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ) ;  a n d  t h e  F r i e n d s  C h u r c h  ( o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  R o a n o k e  a n d  2 6 t h  S t r e e t ) .  T h ~ e r e  w a s  a  m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  
new r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  t r i a ~ n g u l a r  a r e a  hemmed i n  b y  
2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  Oak ( o r  Norwood)  A v e n u e ,  a.nd C o u n t y  Road .  To t h e  
s o u t h  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  e a s t  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue  w e r e  s m a l l  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  o f  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  h o m e s .  To 
t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  s o m e w h a t  
s i n c e  1 9 0 3  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 0 7 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 2 3  a n d  3 : 1 2 4 ) .  By 1 9 0 7 ,  
a c r e a g e  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k  h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  
s t r e e t s  a n d  l o t s .  A wooden  b r i d g e  t h a t :  c o n n e c t e d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
V e n a b l e  Avenue  l i n k e d  t h i s  s u b u r b  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y .  
R e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  l o t s ,  some o f  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  d w e l l i n g s ,  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h i s  a r e a .  A l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  
o v e r l o o k i n g  Hampton  R o a d s ,  w e r e  a f e w  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  t h a t  
w e r e  s i t u a t e d  on o v e r s i z e  l o t s .  Two l a r g e  b o a r d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
( T h e  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  The  Elmwood) s h a r e d  t h i s  v i e w  o f  Hampton R o a d s  
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w i t h  t h e  E l i z a b e t h  B u x t o n  H o s p i t a l  a n d  a  b a t h  h o u s e  ( S a n b o r n  
1 9 0 7 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 2 5  a n d  3 : 1 2 6 ) .  

Newpor t  News i n  1 9 1 0  
The 1 9 1 0  c e n s u s  f o r  Newpor t  News r e v e a l s  t h a t  Newpor t  News 

was  e v e n  more  c u l t u r a l l y  d i v e r s e  t h a n  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  d e c a d e  
e a r l i e r .  Once a g a i n ,  f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  l i s t  
t h e i r  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t o  i n d i c a t e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  s p o k e  E n g l i s h  
a n d  w e r e  U .  S ,  c i t i z e n s  ( a n d  i f  s o ,  when t h e y  h a d  b e e n  
n a t u r a l i z e d ) .  L i v i n g  i n  Newpor t  News wrere i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  
N e w f o u n d l a n d ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  L i t h u a n i a ,  P o l a n d ,  T u r k e y ,  R u s s i a ,  t h e  
Bahamas ,  A u s t r i a ,  Germany,  I r e l a n d ,  I n d i a ,  C h i n a S 3 l F r a n c e ,  W a l e s ,  
E n g l a n d ,  G r e e c e ,  3 2  H o l l a n d ,  S w i t z e r l a n d . ,  C a n a d a ,  S c o t l a n d ,  
Norway,  H u n g a r y ,  Sweden,  Denmark,  I t a l y ,  P o r t u g a l ,  S p a i n  and  
F i n l a n d .  A l l  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n s  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
p r i n c i p a l  l a n g u a g e  was Y i d d i s h ,  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
J e w i s h ;  many o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a d  o b t a i n e d  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p  
i n  1 8 9 0  ( N e w p o r t  News C e n s u s  1 9 1 0 ) .  

Newpor t  News' b l a c k  c i t i z e n s  w e r e  o b l i g e d  t o - l i s t  t h e  name o f  
t h e  c o u n t y  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  b o r n ,  T h a t  more  t h a n  h a l f  o f  
t h e  c i t y ' s  b l a c k s  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  e l s e w h e r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  
moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  s e e k i n g  e m p l o y m e n t .  Many o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  b l a c k  
men w e r e  l a b o r e r s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  j o b - h o l d i n g  b l a c k  women 
w e r e  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s .  A l t h o u g h  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
same m a g i s t e r i a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e y  w e r e  f i s t e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  F i r s t  D i s t r i c t  was  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  w h i t e ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  S e c o n d  D i s t r i c t  c o n t a i n e d  p e o p l e  
o f  b o t h  r a c e s  ( N e w p o r t  News C e n s u s  1 9 1 0 ) .  

The J i m  Crow E r a  
A t  t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  many w h i t e  V i r g i n i a n s  

w e r e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  f r e e d o m s  b l a c k s  h a d  e n j o y e d  s i n c e  t h e  
C i v i l  War a n d  w e r e  a n x i o u s  t o  s e e  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b y g o n e  e r a .  The 
Underwood C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h i c h  was r a d i f i e d  i n  1 8 6 8 ,  c o n t a i n e d  a n  
a r t i c l e  p e r m i t t i n g  f o r  r e v i s i o n  a t  t h e  end  o f  20 y e a r s .  A l t h o u g h  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was n o t  a l t e r e d  i n  1 8 8 8 ,  by May 1 9 0 0  i n t e r e s t  i n  
c h a n g e  r e - s u r f a c e d .  The new c o n s t i t u t i o n  l i m i t e d  v o t e r  r i g h t s  
w h i l e  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  " d i s f r a n c h i s e  n o  o n e  who h a d  v o t e d  
p r i o r  t o  1 8 6 1 . "  The p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  a n  
o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  a n d  became t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  l a n d  o n  May 2 9 ,  

3 1 ~ h r o u g h o u t  Newpor t  News' n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w e r e  l a u n d e r i e s  t h a t  
w e r e  o p e r a t e d  by t h e  C h i n e s e .  Some may h a v e  come t o  t h e  a r e a  
s e e k i n g  w o r k  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  (Newpor t  News T i m e s - H e r a l d  1 9 7 8 : 3 8 ) .  

321 t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  i n  1 9 1 9  t h e r e  w e r e  e i g h t  G r e e k  f a m i l i e s  i n  
Newpor t  News, m o s t  o f  whom r e s i d e d  on  2 5 t h ,  2 6 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s  
b e t w e e n  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  V i r g i n i a  (now Wfarwick)  A v e n u e s .  Some 
G r e e k  m a l e s  came t o  Newpor t  News s e e k i . n g  j o b s  i n  t h e  s h i p p i n g  
i n d u s t r y ;  o t h e r s  worked  i n  l o c a l  m a c h i n e  s h o p s .  N i c h o l a s  Markos  
o p e r a t e d  a  c i g a r  a n d  n o v e l t y  s h o p  i n  Newpor t  News (Newpor t  News 
T i m e s - H e r a l d  1 9 7 8 : 2 8 - 2 9 ) .  
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1 9 0 2  ( K a t z  1 9 4 0 : 2 3 7 - 2 4 4 ) .  33 

I n  1 9 1 2  t h e  V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c t e d  a  l a w  s e t t i n g  u p  
I I s e g r e g a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s "  w h i c h  made i t  " u n l a w f u l  f o r  a n y  c o l o r e d  
p e r s o n  t o  move i n t o  a  w h i t e  d i s t r i c t ,  o r  a w h i t e  p e r s o n  t o  move 
i n t o  a  c o l o r e d  d i s t r i c t . "  I t  was a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  V i r g i n i a ' s  
" J i m  Crow" h o u s i n g  l a w s  w e r e  e n a c t e d .  The r e s u l t  was  r a c i a l l y  
s e g r e g a t e d  h o u s i n g  t h a t  was e n f o r c e a b l e  b y  l a w  ( K a t z  1969 :237-  
2 4 4 ) .  I n  1 9 0 3  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company's  p e r s o n n e l ,  when 
p r e p a r i n g  maps o f  Newpor t  News, commenced i d e n t i f y i n g  c e r t a i n  
p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  s c h o o l s  a n d  c h u r c h e s ,  t h a t  b l a c k s  
u t i l i z e d .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  t h e  S a n b o r n  maps  r e f l e c t  i n  p a r t  
Newpor t  News' r a c i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p a t t e r n s .  By 1 9 2 5  a  b i l l  was 
p a s s e d  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  w h i t e s  a n d  b l a c k s  i n  a l l  
p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  ( K a t z  1 9 4 4 : 2 4 4 ) .  

1 9 1 1  t o  1 9 2 0  --------- 
The 1 9 1 3  S a n b o r n  Map 

B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3  t h e  C & 0  R a i l w a y ' s  c o a l  p i e r s  
u n d e r w e n t  e x t e n s i v e  r e n o v a t i o n .  P i e r  No. 11 was r a z e d ,  a s  w e r e  
some o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  n e a r  i t s  e n t r a n c e ,  a n d  r e p l a c e d  b y  o t h e r  
s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  a  r o a d  was b u i l t  t h a t  r a n  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r i v e r  
p a s s e d  by t h e  o l d  p i e r  s i t e .  A new s t e e l  c o a l  t r e s s e l  was  e r e c t e d  
a n d  d e s i g n a t e d  P i e r  No. 9 .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  P i e r  No. 8 ,  w h e r e  
t h e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  h a d  b e e n  a  s i n g l e  r a i l r o a d  c a r  f l o a t  f e r r y ,  a  
s e c o n d  t r a c k  a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f e r r y  s l i p  w e r e  b u i l t .  P i e r  Nos.  
4 ,  5 ,  a n d  6 w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  w a r e h o u s e s .  A l o n g  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  f e w  
c h a n g e s  w e r e  i n  e v i d e n c e ;  a number  o f  new d w e l l i n g s  h a d  b e e n  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a l o n g  Newpor t  News Avenue .  I n l a n d ,  n e a r  t h e  p o i n t  
w h e r e  t h e  C & 0  m a i n  l i n e  c u r v e s  s h a r p l y  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  w e r e  t h e  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  New R i v e r  a n d  P o c a h o n t a s  C o n s o l i d a t e d  C o a l  
Company ' s  c a r  r e p a i r  s h o p s ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  s i n c e  1 9 0 7  
( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  1 2 7  t h r o u g h  3 :  1 2 9 ) .  

On 2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a  new w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  w a r e h o u s e  s t o o d  u p o n  a  
f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  West Avenue  a n d  2 4 t h  
S t r e e t ,  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick  Annex h a d  b e e n  t o r n  down a n d  r e p l a c e d  b y  
a n  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  A c r o s s  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  h o t e l ' s  l a u n d r y  h a d  
e x p a n d e d  t o  e n c o m p a s s  t h r e e  l o t s  a n d  a n  a n c i l l a r y  f a c i l i t y .  On 
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s ,  w a s  a n  a r r a y  o f  
r e s t a u r a n t s ,  s a l o o n s ,  a  d r u g  s t o r e ,  l i q u o r  a n d  t o b a c c o  
w h o l e s a l e r s ,  a n d  a  p r o d u c e  s t o r e .  A c i g a r  f a c t o r y  was  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 5 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
2 3 r d  S t r e e t  w e r e  t e n e m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s .  V a c a n t  
b u i l d i n g s ,  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  
s c a t t e r e d  r a n d o m l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  A t  t h e  w e s t  
e n d  o f  3 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  t h e  Newpor t  News Y a c h t  C l u b ' s  p i e r  p r o t r u d e d  

-- - 

331n 1 8 9 9 ,  V i r g i n i a ' s  g o v e r n o r ,  J .  Hoge T y l e r ,  r e p o r t e d l y  was 
o b l i g e d  t o  s h a r e  s l e e p i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  on  a  t r a i n  w i t h  two 
n e g r o e s .  H i s  o b j e c t i o n s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  l a w  t h a t  was  p a s s e d  i n  
1 8 9 9 ,  r e q u i r i n g  s e p a r a t e  r a i l w a y  c a r s  f o r  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s ;  
l a t e r ,  s t e a m b o a t s  a l s o  w e r e  s e g r e g a t e d .  I n  1 9 0 4  a  s e g r e g a t i o n  l a w  
was a d o p t e d  t h a t  a p p l i e d  t o  s t r e e t  c a r s  ( K a t z  1 9 4 0 : 2 3 7 - 2 4 4 ) .  



F i g u r e  3:127 Newport  News (Sanborn 1 9 1 3 : 4 1 ) .  



F i g u r e  3 :  1 2 8  N e w p o r t  News ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 3 :  4 0 ) .  





i n t o  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  A l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  32nd S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  
West  Avenue  a n d  t h e  r i v e r ,  was a  m i x t u r e  o f  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  f l a t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a n  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  c a l l e d  The F r e d e r i c k .  A l t h o u g h  a  
number  o f  downtown l o t s  w e r e  s t i l l  v a c a n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  
i n c r e a s e d  m o d e s t l y .  On t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  
2 9 t h  ( d i a g o n a l l y  a c r o s s  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  S q u a r e )  was  a  f e n c e d - i n  
l o t  w h e r e  o p e n - a i r  m o v i e s  w e r e  shown a n d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  3 0 t h  and  
W a s h i n g t o n  was a  mov ie  t h e a t e r .  The E l k s  H a l l ,  i n  t h e  200 b l o c k  
o f  32nd S t r e e t ,  f a c e d  n o r t h .  C o n t i n u i n g  F u r t h e r  u p  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue ,  t h e  o l d  O p e r a  House  h a d  b e e n  r e n a m e d  t h e  Academy o f  M u s i c .  
A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  a n  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g  c a l l e d  On t h e  S e v e r n  s a t  o p p o s i t e  t h e  C o l l i s  P.  
H u n t i n g t o n  K i n d e r g a r t e n .  The S t .  F r a n c i s  H o s p i t a l  was l o c a t e d  
n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  West Avenue a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  ( S a n b o r n  
1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  1 3 0  t h r o u g h  3 :  1 3 3 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3 ,  a  number  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  H u n t i n g t o n  ( L a f a y e t t e )  Avenue a n d  
t h e  C & 0 main  l i n e .  The  H o s t e r  B r e w i n g  Company h a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  
new f a c i l i t i e s  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  V i r g i n i a  
A v e n u e ,  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B r e w i n g  Company h a d  t a k e n  o v e r  o n e  o f  t h e  
s i t e s  f o r m e r l y  o c c u p i e d  by t h e  C i t i z e n s  R a i l w a y ,  L i g h t  a n d  Power 
Company ' s  i c e  p l a n t .  The  N a t i o n a l  B r e w i n g  Company's  b o t t l i n g  
w o r k s  s p a n n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue .  On 2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  a t  
t h e  e n d  o f  a  r a i l r o a d  s i d i n g ,  was a  f r e i g h t  h o u s e  owned b y  t h e  C & 
0 .  The Newpor t  News F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w e r e  a t  a  s i t e  
n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t .  
Moving n o r t h w a r d  w i t h i n  t h e  H u n t i n g t o n - V i r g i n i a  Avenue c o r r i d o r ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  l i g h t .  The  A m e r i c a n  T o b a c c o  
Company 's  c i g a r  f a c t o r y ,  w h i c h  h a d  s t o o d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  3 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  i n  1 9 0 7  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  
" b u r n e d  r u i n "  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :134  a n d  3 : 1 3 5 ) .  I n  1 9 1 3 ,  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  r e f l e c t e d  l i t t l e  c h a n g e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  o f  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  g r o c e r y  s t o r e ,  b a k e r y  o r  o t h e r  s e r v i c e -  
o r i e n t e d  b u s i n e s s .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3 ,  t h e  Newpor t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry Dock Company 's  f o u n d r y ,  b e t w e e n  4 0 t h  a n d  4 1 s t  
S t r e e t s ,  h a d  become somewha t  more  c o m p l e x  a n d  t h e  4 6 t h  S t r e e t  
P u b l i c  S c h o o l  h a d  b e e n  r e n a m e d  t h e  S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  S c h o o l .  An 
a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  c a l l e d  t h e  C o l o n i a l  F l a t s  s t o o d  on  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  5 0 t h  S t r e e t .  Above 5 0 t h  
S t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  N o r t h  End,  some p r e v i o u s l y  v a c a n t  l o t s  c o n t a i n e d  
l a r g e  homes t h a t  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  o v e r s i z e d  l o t s .  The  
p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  s t y l i n g  o f  t h e  N o r t h  E n d ' s  h o u s e s  a n d  t h e  s i z e  o f  
t h e  l o t s  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t  g i v e  m u t e  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e i r  
o w n e r s '  a f  f l u e n c e  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e  3 :  1 3 6 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3 ,  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  e n c l o s e d  t h e  C & 0  m a i n  l i n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  a n d  2 0 t h  
a n d  3 6 t h  S t r e e t s ,  w h e r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  
i n t e r m i x e d  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e r e  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  v e r y  
m o d e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  o v e r a l l  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y .  Some o f  t h e  t e n e m e n t s  
t h a t  h a d  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 1 3  w e r e  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  homes o f  b l a c k s .  By 1 9 1 3  t h e  R .  W .  Newman a n d  
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Company P l a n i n g  M i l l  c o m p l e x  ( o n  3 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  t h e  C & 0 
l i n e s )  was  d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e .  A v e n e e r  f a c t o r y  was  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  32nd S t r e e t  a n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  The Kanawha G r a i n  
Company 's  f a c i l i t i e s  h a d ,  b y  1 9 1 3 ,  b e e n  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  Newpor t  
News Gas Company a n d  C i t i z e n s  R a i l w a y ,  L i g h t  a n d  Power Company 
( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 3 ) .  

L i t t l e  a p p r e c i a b l e  c h a n g e  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  
J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s  a n d  1 9 t h  a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t s ,  w h e r e  t h e  
o v e r w h e l m i n g ' m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  homes w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s .  On 
2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  A n t i o c h  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  was  
t h e  n e w l y  b u i l t  M t .  Z i o n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 6 t h  
S t r e e t ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  was a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d  g r o c e r i e s ,  s h o e  s t o r e s  a n d  s h o p s .  
A l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  l o t s  b o r d e r i n g  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue w e r e  o c c u p i e d ,  
w h e r e a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  on  M a d i s o n  Avenue ,  a b o v e  2 5 t h  
S t r e e t ,  w e r e  v a c a n t .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3  t h e  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  
S c h o o l  was  b u i l t  on 3 0 t h  S t r e e t  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 3 7  
t h r o u g h  3 : 1 3 9 ) .  T h e r e  was i n c r e a s e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  b o r d e r e d  by  M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
1 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  by new c h u r c h e s  a n d  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s .  
The  S t .  T i m o t h y  H o l i n e s s  C h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  
o f  t h e  700  b l o c k  o f  2 1 s t  S t r e e t .  By 19-13, t h e  Z i o n  M e t h o d i s t -  
E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  r e n a m e d  t h e  W a l t e r s  Temple  o f  t h e  A.M.E. 
Z i o n  C h u r c h  a n d  t h e  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  was c a l l e d  t h e  J o h n  
M a r s h a l l  S c h o o l .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who l i v e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  
Newpor t  News w e r e  b l a c k  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 4 0  a n d  3 : 1 4 1 ) .  

The  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company's  m a p s ,  w h i c h  b y  1 9 1 3  l a b e l e d  
p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  e t h n i c i t y  o f  t h e i r  u s e r s ,  s u g g e s t  
s t r o n g l y  t h a t  M a r s h a l l  Avenue  f o r m e d  a  b o u n d a r y  l i n e  b e t w e e n  
b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s .  B e t w e e n  Wickham a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s  w e r e  
m o d e r a t e l y  p o p u l o u s  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  
8 0 0  b l o c k ,  t h e  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  h a d  b e e n  r e n a m e d  t h e  
G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  S c h o o l .  B e t w e e n  Wickham a n d  Roanoke  A v e n u e s ,  
f r o m  22nd t o  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  
i n t e n s i t y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  l o t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 8 t h  
S t r e e t  w e r e  v a c a n t .  B e t w e e n  1907  and  1 9 1 3  t h e  H o r w i t z  B a l l  P a r k  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  O r c u t t  a n d  Wickham A v e n u e s .  
The  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 's  maps  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
s u c h  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  Newpor t  News ( S a n b o r n  
1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e  3 : 1 4 2 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  h o u s i n g  
d e n s i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  Roanoke  a n d  C h e s t n u t  A v e n u e s .  The 
B a n k h e a d  M a g r u d e r  G r a d e  S c h o o l  s t o o d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  22nd 
S t r e e t ,  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e  G r a c e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e  2 4 t h  
S t r e e t  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t  was  n e a r  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  Roanoke  Avenue .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 8 t h  
S t r e e t  w e r e  a number  o f  new d w e l l i n g s  a n d  b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  
The b l a c k  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  t h a t  i n  1903-1907 was  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  1 1 0 0  b l o c k  o f  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  i n  1 9 1 3  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  S t .  
J a m e s .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  32nd and  
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3 3 r d ,  was t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Union  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  c o n g r e g a t i o n  was  
b l a c k ,  To t h e  w e s t  a n d  down 3 3 r d  S t r e e t  was t h e  C h u r c h  o f  God a n d  
S a i n t s  o f  C h r i s t  ( f o r m e r l y  t h e  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h )  w h i c h  was  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  same b l o c k  a s  t h e  Sa lem B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  ( S a n b o r n  
1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 4 3  t h r o u g h  3 : 1 4 & ) ,  

B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  amoun t  o f  new d e v e l o p m e n t  
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  
Avenue a n d  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  T h e r e ,  a t  t h e  
p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  w e r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  o f  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s ,  U n l i k e  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
Newpor t  News, t h i s  a r e a  l a c k e d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  o t h e r  
l o c a l l y - r u n  s t o r e s  a n d  s h o p s .  Many o f  t h e s e  new h o u s e s  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  on s t r e e t s  t h a t  f e d  i n t o  Oak A v e n u e ,  I n  1 9 1 3  Newpor t  
News' n o r t h e r n  a n d  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  l i n e s  f o l l o w e d  2 0 t h  S t r e e t  
e a s t w a r d  t o  a  p o i n t  midway b e t w e e n  Oak a n d  P a r i s h  A v e n u e s ,  t h e n  
c u t  n o r t h  a t  a r i g h t  a n g l e ,  To t h e  e a s t  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  i n  w h a t  
was t h e n  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y ,  a  m o d e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  
h a d  o c c u r r e d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  d e v e l o p m e n t  g e n e r a l l y  was  s p a r s e .  On 
I v y  Avenue t h e r e  was l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  
g r o w t h .  The  M a c e d o n i a n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  h a d  r e p l a c e d  t h e  h o u s e - o f -  
w o r s h i p  f o r m e r l y  known a s  t h e  E b e n e z e r  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n ,  The map- 
m a k e r s  o f  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  I v y  Avenue  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s  b l a c k .  To t h e  w e s t  o f  I v y  Avenue was a  s h o r t ,  
d u p l e x - l i n e d  s t r e e t  c a l l e d  T a y l o r ' s  Row ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 3 )  ( F i g u r e  
3 :  1 4 7 )  , 

World  War I: 
B e t w e e n  1 9 1 3  a n d  1 9 1 9 ,  when t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 

u p d a t e d  i t s  maps o f  Newpor t  News, A m e r i c a  w e n t  t o  w a r .  The 
c o m p a n y ' s  1 9 1 9  map o f  Newpor t  News a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t i v e  r o l e  t h a t  T i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a  p l a y e d  
i n  t h a t  c o n f l i c t .  A s  t h e  a r m i s t i c e  was  s i g n e d  o n  November 11, 
1 9 1 8 ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Newpor t  News w e r e  s t i l l  i n  
e x i s t e n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  S a n b o r n  p e r s o n n e l  made t h e i r  m e a s u r e d  
d r a w i n g s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  Soon a f t e r  war  b r o k e  o u t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  
g o v e r n m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  r e m o u n t  s t a t i o n  a t  Newpor t  News, f r o m  
w h i c h  h o r s e s  a n d  m u l e s  w e r e  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  E u r o p e . 3 4  L a r g e  c a r g o e s  
o f  g r a i n  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m o d i t i e s  a l s o  w e r e  e x p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  p o r t  o f  
Newpor t  News. I n  1 9 1 4  t h e  C u r t i s  F l y i n  S c h o o l  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  HarborO3!  T h e r e ,  men w e r e  t r a i n e d  
i n  o p e n  c o c k p i t  f l y i n g  b o a t s  a n d  l a n d - b a s e d  a i r c r a f t .  Many o f  t h e  
a v i a t o r s  t r a i n e d  a t  t h e  C u r t i s  F l y i n g  S c h o o l  e n t e r e d  t h e  C a n a d i a n  
Army a s  f l i e r s  o r  j o i n e d  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  E s q u a d r i l l e ,  s e r v i n g  u n d e r  
t h e  F r e n c h  f l a g .  Two f o r e i g n  s t e a m s h i . p s ,  a n  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  
v e s s e l ,  t h e  -- B u d a ~ s t ,  -- a n d  a  German v e s s e l ,  t h e  _----a A r c a d i a ,  s o u g h t  -----------------  ---------- 

3 4 ~  t o t a l  o f  4 7 , 2 6 3  m u l e s  w e r e  s h i p p e d  o u t  o f  Newpor t  News 
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 3 ) .  

351n 1 9 1 3  t h e  c i t y  o f  Newpor t  News p u r c h a s e d  75 a c r e s  a t  Newpor t  
News C r e e k .  By 1 9 1 5  t h e  c r e e k  was d r e d g e d  a n d  b u l k h e a d e d  a n d  t h e  
S m a l l  B o a t  H a r b o r  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t .  The i m p r o v e d  w a t e r w a y  was  300  
ft, w i d e  a n d  1 , 4 0 0  f t .  l o n g  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 9 0 ;  Brown 1 9 7 9 : 2 0 ) .  
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r e f u g e  i n  t h e  Newpor t  News h a r b o r .  I n  1 9 1 5  t h e y  w e r e  j o i n e d  b y  
t w o  c o n v e r t e d  German c r u i s e r s ,  t h e  E i t e l  F r e d e r i c k  a n d  t h e  - - . -  ------- 
K r o n ~ r i n z  W i l h e l m ,  w h i c h  a r r i v e d  i n  Newpor t  News, n e e d i n g  -- --- ----- 
s u p p l i e s .  L a t e r ,  when t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e ! s  e n t e r e d  t h e  w a r ,  a l l  o f  
t h e s e  v e s s e l s  w e r e  t a k e n  o v e r  by  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 1 6 ,  
a  B r i t i s h  m e r c h a n t m a n ,  t h e  A m a m ,  -- was  b r o u g h t  t o  N e w p o r t  News b y  a  
German c r e w  t h a t  h a d  t a k e n  E e r  a s  a  p r i z e  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 3 6 - 1 3 7 ) .  

Even  b e f o r e  A m e r i c a  d e c l a r e d  w a r  o n  Germany a n d  h e r  a l l i e s ,  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  c o n s i d e r e d  N e w p o r t  News'  
p o t e n t i a l  u s e  a s  a n  e m b a r k a t i o n  d e p o t .  L a t e r ,  when w a r  w a s  
d e c l a r e d ,  t h e  O l d  D o m i n i o n  Land  Company t u r n e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a m o u n t  o f  l a n d  o v e r  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t , 3 6  w h i c h  a l s o  a c q u i r e d  c a .  
7 , 9 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  on  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  Camp 
E u s t i s ,  a  p r a c t i c e  f i e l d  f o r  l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y .  L i t e r a l l y  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  a t  Camps H i l l ,  S t u a r t  a n d  
A l e ~ a n d e r . ~ ~  A l o n g  t h e  C & 0 t r a c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  4 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  
i n  t h e  M o r r i s o n  a r e a  o f  Warwick  C o u n t y ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  b u i l t  a 
l e n g t h y  row s f  w a r e h o u s e s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  m o r e  t h a n  4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
t o n s  o f  m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s  t h a t  w e r e  t o  b e  s h i p p e d  o v e r s e a s  f r o m  
N e w p o r t  News. I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  W o r l d  War I 5 8 3  t r o o p  
a n d  s u p p l y  s h i p s  s a i l e d  o u t  o f  Newpor t  News a n d  6 3 4  t r o o p  a n d  
s u p p l y  s h i p s  came i n t o  p o r t .  I t  was  d u r i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d - u p  
t h a t  some o f  t h e  r o a d s  l e a d i n g  t o  a n d  f r o m  Newpor t  News w e r e  
m a c a d a m i z e d  a n d  c o n v e r t e d  t o  h a r d - s u r f a c e d  h i g h w a y s ,  The  h i g h w a y  
t o  Richmond was  p a v e d ,  a s  w e r e  t h e  r o a d s  t o  F o r t  Monroe  a n d  f r o m  
L e e  H a l l  t o  Y o r k t o w n  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 5 , 1 3 9 - 1 4 0 , 1 4 3 ;  N e w p o r t  News 
L i b r a r y  S y s t e m s  1 9 8 2 : 3 - 5 ) .  

B e c a u s e  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  w o r k e r s  who came t o  Newpor t  News 
s e e k i n g  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  s h i p y a r d ,  th ;e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  
a n d  D r y  Dock Company, i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  F l e e t  
C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  U. S .  S h i p p i n g  B o a r d ,  a c q u i r e d  t h e  Pembroke  
J o n e s  f a r m  o r  H i l t o n  T r a c t  a n d  b u i l t  5 0 0  h o u s e s  s t y l e d  a f t e r  a n  
E n g l i s h  v i l l a g e .  The d e v e l o p m e n t ,  known a s  H i l t o n  V i l l a g e ,  was  
o f f i c i a l l y  d e d i c a t e d  a n d  o p e n  f o r  o c c u p a n c y  d u r i n g  J u l y  1 9 1 8 .  
L o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  o f  Newpor t  News, i t  was  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  h o u s i n g  
d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  was  b u i l t  i n  Warwick  C o u n t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  g o v e r n m e n t - b u i l t  p l a n n e d  c o m m u n i t y .  The  R i v e r s i d e  
A p a r t m e n t s ,  f o u r  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  3 3 2  u n i t s ,  w e r e  
e r e c t e d  f a c i n g  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  b e t w e e n  4 5 t h  a n d  4 9 t h  S t r e e t s  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 0 - 1 4 1 , 1 9 1 ;  Brown 1979:!53) .  

- - - - - - - - - - - - L _ - - - - - - _ _ . - - - - - - _ I _ ~ - - - - - P - - - -  

3 6 ~  t o t a l  o f  2 6 1 , 8 2 0  s o l d i e r s  e m b a r k e d  f o r  E u r o p e  f r o m  t h e  C & 0 
p i e r s  a t  N e w p o r t  News ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 1 ) .  

37camp H i l l  was  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  6 4 t h  S t r e e t  a t  w h a t  l a t e r  
b e c a m e  H u n t i n g t o n  P a r k ;  Camp A l e x a n d e r  w a s  o n  t h e  Warwick  R o a d ,  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ;  a n d  Camp S t u a r t  was  s i t u a t e d  o n  
t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  b e t w e e n  S a l t e r s  C r e e k  a n d  t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  H a r b o r  
( N e w p o r t  News C r e e k )  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 3 9 ) .  



A c c o r d i n g  t o  W i l l i a m  L o r e n  K a t z ,  Wor ld  War I s a w  t h e  e r e c t i o n  
o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  t e n e m e n t s  f o r  b l a c k s  t h a t  i n  t i m e  became  s l u m s .  A s  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  b l a c k s  s o u g h t  j o b s  i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  w a r t i m e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
r e a l  e s t a t e  f i r m s  c a s h e d  i n  on  t h e  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  b y  r u s h i n g  t o  
c o m p l e t i o n  b l o c k  r o w s  o f  t e m p o r a r y  f l a t s  t h a t  r e n t e d  f o r  $ 2  t o  $5  
a  week ,  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  number  o f  p a r t i t i o n s  t h a t  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  
w a l l s .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b l e a k ,  u n p a i n t e d  a n d  d e p r e s s i n g l y  
s i m i l a r  a n d  w e r e  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  s h a c k s .  K a t z  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  
N e w p o r t  News' B l o o d f i e l d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  s l u m  d i s t r i c t s  i n  
V i r g i n i a  a n d  t h a t  i t  was  r e f u g e  f o r  n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  
b l a c k s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 1 6 ,  56  B l o o d f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s  
( a l l  b l a c k )  w e r e  f i n e d  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  s a n i t a r y  o r d i n a n c e s .  B u t  
when i t  w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a d  n e i t h e r  s e w e r s  n o r  
g a r b a g e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  f i n e s  w e r e  r e v o k e d .  K a t z  n o t e d  t h a t  
a l t h o u g h  B l o o d f i e l d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  w a s  a n n e x e d  b y  t h e  c i t y  o f  
N e w p o r t  News, h e a l t h  a n d  s a n i t a t i o n  showed  v e r y  l i t t l e  
i m p r o v e m e n t .  A s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  H i g h  
S c h o o l ,  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a ' s  r o w s  o f  t e n e m e n t s  w e r e  f i r e  h a z a r d s ,  
f o r  no  m e a n s  o f  e s c a p e  was  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  who l i v e d  
u p s t a i r s .  The  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  o l d  a n d  l e a k y  a n d  w e r e  n o t  
w e a t h e r p r o o f .  The  a v e r a g e  a p a r t m e n t ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  
b e d r o o m ,  l i v i n g - r o o m  a n d  k i t c h e n ,  r e n t e d  f o r  $ 1 . 2 5  t o  $ 1 . 5 0  a 
w e e k ;  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  2 5  c e n t s  a week  was  c h a r g e d  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  
when  a v a i l a b l e .  F i f t y - s i x  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  s u r v e y e d  h a d  a n  a v e r a g e  
w e e k l y  i n c o m e  o f  $15  a week  o r  m o r e ;  9 0  h a d  a n  i n c o m e  o f  $ 4  t o  
$ 6 . 9 9  a w e e k ;  7 1  h a d  a n  i n c o m e  o f  f r o m  $ 3 . 9 9  t o  $ 7  a  w e e k ;  a n d  4 1  
l i v e d  o n  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1  a week  ( K a t z  1 9 4 0 ~ 3 3 6 - 3 3 7 ) .  

I t  was  i n  1 9 1 4  t h a t  L i g h t f o o t  So lomon  M i c h a u x ,  a f i s h e r m a n -  
t u r n e d - e v a n g e l i s t ,  o p e n e d  S t .  T i m o t h y ' s  M i s s i o n .  D u r i n g  Wor ld  War 
I a n d  l a t e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n ,  E l d e r  M i c h a u x  o p e r a t e d  
s o u p  k i t c h e n s  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  b a p t i s m a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  Hampton R o a d s ,  
n e a r  t h e  B o a t  H a r b o r .  H i s  r a d i o  p r o g r a m ,  "Happy Am I ," b e c a m e  
f a m o u s  . A n o t h e r  m u c h - r e v e r e d  e v a n g e l i s t ,  C h a r l e s  Emanue l  
( "Daddy")  G r a c e ,  o p e n e d  t h e  H o u s e  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  A l l  P e o p l e ,  w h i c h  
s t o o d  o n  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a t  1 9 t h  S t r e e t .  He, l i k e  E l d e r  M i c h a u x ,  
w a s  known f o r  h i s  good  w o r k s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h e  a t t r a c t e d  a  
l a r g e  b a n d  o f  d e v o t e d  f o l l o w e r s  ( R o u s e  1 9 6 9 : 5 3 ) .  

A f t e r  t h e  w a r  was  o v e r  a n d  t h e  men who h a d  g o n e  o v e r s e a s  
b e g a n  c o m i n g  home,  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  monument  known a s  t h e  V i c t o r y  
A r c h  w a s  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n  a n d  e r e c t e d  h a s t i l y .  
C o n s t r u c t e d  o f  wood t h a t  w a s  c o v e r e d  o v e r  w i t h  p l a s t e r ,  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  V i c t o r y  A r c h  was  u n v e i l e d  on  A p r i l  13, 1 9 1 9 .  I t  s t o o d  
u n t i l  1 9 6 0  when d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  i t s  f a b r i c  l e d  t o  i t s  b e i n g  
r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  w a s  d e d i c a t e d  o n  May 3 0 ,  
1 9 6 2 .  An e s t i m a t e d  4 4 1 , 1 4 6  s o l d i e r s  d e b a r k e d  a t  Newpor t  News 
( i n c l u d i n g  men f r o m  A u s t r a l i a ,  C a n a d a  a n d  New Z e a l a n d )  a n d  p a r a d e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  V i c t o r y  A r c h .  C o n v a l e s c e n t  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  
s i c k  a n d  wounded  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  Red C r o s s  
a t  Camp S t u a r t  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 2 - 1 4 3 ;  Brown 1 9 7 9 : 2 5 - 2 9 ) .  



The 1 9 1 9  S a n b o r n  Map 
I n  1 9 1 9  e v i d e n c e  o f  Newpor t  News' t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  a  

m i l i t a r y  s t a g i n g  a r e a  was e s p e c i a l l y  a p p a r e n t  a l o n g  t h e  
w a t e r f r o n t ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  C & 0 p i e r s .  A g o v e r n m e n t  
w a r e h o u s e  was l o c a t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  P i e r  No. 5 a n d  t h e  
r u i n s  o f  a  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r  t h a t  i n  1 9 1 5  was d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  h a d  
b e e n  r a z e d .  A g r o u p  o f  l a r g e  wooden w a t e r  t a n k s  was  c l u s t e r e d  
n e a r b y .  To t h e  n o r t h ,  b e t w e e n  P i e r  Nos.  1  a n d  3 was a n  a rmy  camp,  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  b a r r a c k s ,  o f f i c e s ,  a n d  a  m e s s  h a l l ,  a n d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
r i v e r  b a n k  was a n  army w a r e h o u s e ,  S o u t h  a n d  i n l a n d  f r o m  P i e r  Nos .  
5 ,  6  a n d  7 w e r e  l a r g e  m u l e  s h e d s  a n d  h a y  s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e s .  A t  
t h e  f o o t  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  s e v e r a l  new r e s t a u r a n t s ,  l u n c h r o o m s  a n d  
o t h e r  s m a l l - s c a l e  b u s i n e s s e s  had  o p e n e d  t h e i r  d o o r s .  A m a s s i v e  
g r a i n  e l e v a t o r  c o m p l e x  s t o o d  n e a r  P i e r  No. 9 ,  b e l o w  w h i c h  ( b e t w e e n  
P i e r  Nos. 1 0  a n d  1 1 )  w e r e  a rmy b a r r a c k s  a n d  m u l e  y a r d s  and  s h e d s .  
Newpor t  News Avenue a n d  t h e  C & 0 r a i l r o a d  r e p a i r  s h o p s  h a d  
c h a n g e d  l i t t l e  s i n c e  1 9 1 3  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 ;  J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : l l l )  ( F i g u r e s  
3 : 1 4 8  a n d  3 : 1 4 9 ) .  

A l t h o u g h  some new c o n s t r u e t i o n  hald t a k e n  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  West  
a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenues  a n d  2 3 r d  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  many o f  t h e  l o t s  
t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  s t i l l  v a c a n t .  By 1 9 1 9 ,  some o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  h a d  b e e n  
t o r n  down,  some o f  w h i c h  w e r e  r e p l a c e d .  On t h e  e v e  o f  
P r o h i b i t i o n ,  many o f  Newpor t  News' s a l o o n s  w e r e  c l o s e d  a n d  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  t h e y  f o r m e r l y  h a d  o c c u p i e d  w e r e  p u t  t o  o t h e r  u s e s m 3 * ~ t  
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  s t o o d  t h e  H o t e l  G r a f t o n ,  n e a r  
w h i c h  was t h e  Coca-Cola  B o t t l i n g  Company's  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  s m a l l  s h o p s .  One p r e v i o u s  r e s t a u r a n t  h a d  b e e n  
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  S a i l o r s  H o m e .  S e v e r a l  s h i p  c h a n d l e r i e s  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  on  t h e  l o w e r  p a r t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  Pawn s h o p s ,  
c l o t h i n g  a n d  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e s  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ' s  b u s i n e s s  
d i s t r i c t .  On t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  2 3 r d  
was t h e  Newpor t  News a n d  Hampton Railwray,  Gas a n d  E l e c t r i c  
Company 's  f r e i g h t  s t a t i o n ,  n e x t  d o o r  t o  w h i c h  was  a g e n e r a l  
s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e .  The S e a m e n ' s  R e a d i n g  Room was  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
1 0 0  b l o c k  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  A l a r g e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  ( N a c h m a n ' s )  
s a t  o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  
I n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  b l o c k  f o r m e d  b y  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s  a n d  
f r o n t i n g  o n  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue was t h e  I m p e r i a l  T h e a t e r ,  a  m o t i o n  
p i c t u r e  h o u s e .  A c r o s s  W a s h i n g t o n  w e r e  t h e  P a l a c e  a n d  O l y m p i c  
t h e a t e r s .  In t h e  n e x t  b l o c k  n o r t h ,  a  g a r a g e  was b e i n g  r e m o d e l e d  
i n t o  a  v a u d e v i l l e  t h e a t e r .  S t i l l  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  w a s  t h e  Academy o f  
M u s i c ,  a c r o s s  f r o m  w h i c h  a m o v i e  h o u s e  was  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
T h u s ,  i n  1 9 1 9  t h a t  p a r t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue b e t w e e n  3 0 t h  a n d  3 4 t h  
S t r e e t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  Newpor t  News' e n t e r t a i n m e n t  d i s t r i c t .  The 
A m e r i c a n  Red C r o s s  had  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  o l d  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a d  b u i l t  a  much l a r g e r  c h u r c h  
a n d  a  r e c t o r y  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t .  

381x1 1 9 1 6  V i r g i n i a  p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  o u t l a w i n g  s a l o o n s .  I n  1 9 2 0  
t h e  1 8 t h  Amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t 1 o . n  was  p a s s e d ;  i t  was r e p e a l e d  
i n  1 9 3 3 ,  



. > a m - . . - . .  "-Lm .". 
F i g u r e  3 : 1 4 8  N e w p o r t  News ( S a n b o r n  1919:40). 



F i g u r e  3: 1 4 9  Newport News (Sanborn 1 9 1 9 : 4 1 ) .  



I n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  b l o c k  f o r m e d  by H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  
A v e n u e s  a n d  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd  S t r e e t s  was  t h e  J o h n  W. D a n i e l  P u b l i c  
S c h o o l .  I n  1 9 1 9  two f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  b l o c k s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  3 5 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  
army o f f i c e r s  q u a r t e r s  a n d  t h e  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  
f o r  u s e  b y  d e f e n s e  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  employ  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company. A l a r g e  Y . M . C . A .  s a t  o p p o s i t e  
t h e  H o t e l  H u n t i n g t o n .  On 3 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  j u s t  w e s t  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  
A v e n u e ,  was t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army C l u b  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 5 0  
t h r o u g h  3: 1 5 3 ) .  

N e w p o r t  News' i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
a l t e r e d  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  West Avenue a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  A t  
t h e  f o o t  o f  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s  was  t h e  U .  S .  Army's  p o i n t  o f  
e m b a r k a t i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  N e a r b y  w e r e  t h e  a r m y ' s  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  t h e  Army-Navy L i b r a r y .  To t h e  n o r t h ,  a t  3 0 t h  
S f r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  West  Avenue a n d  t h e  r i v e r ,  was  a  t a b e r n a c l e  a n d  a 
g r o u p  o f  a rmy b a r r a c k s ,  a b o v e  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  M a r l b o r o u g h  
A p a r t m e n t s .  The b l o c k  b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t s ,  w h i c h  i n  
1 9 1 3  h a d  c o n t a i n e d  a  f e w  s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g s ,  was d e n s e l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  1 9 1 9 .  The N e l s o n  A p a r t m e n t s  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  32nd S t r e e t ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  J a m e s  
R i v e r ,  a n d  a  p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t i n g  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  was  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  West  Avenue  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  
w e r e  t h e  S t r a t f o r d  A p a r t m e n t s ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  
S h i r l e y  A p a r t m e n t s .  F r o n t i n g  on  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  was  t h e  Army/Navy 
O f f i c e r s  C l u b .  Army o f f i c e r s  q u a r t e r s ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
s t u c c o  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  3 4 t h  
S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  West  Avenue  a n d  t h e  r i v e r  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 )  ( F i g u r e  
3 : 1 5 4 ) .  Away f r o m  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  b e t w e e n  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  
t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e  a n d  2 3 r d  t h r o u g h  3 8 t h  S t r e e t s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  
c h a n g e s  h a d  o c c u r r e d .  A c o v e r e d  p a r k i n g  g a r a g e  f o r  a u t o m o b i l e s  
h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  
V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s ;  i t  s h a r e d  t h e  b l o c k  w i t h  t h e  A r c a d e  H o u s e .  V e r y  
l i t t l e  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t .  The A k e r s  S t e a m  L a u n d r y  s t o o d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  
o f  3 3 r d  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  i n  t h e  n e x t  b l o c k ,  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  
f l o o r s  o f  t h e  L y n d h u r s t  H o t e l  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  Moose 
H a l l .  On t h e  c o r n e r  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  V i r g i n i a  Avenue was  a  
l a r g e  army m e s s  h a l l ,  l o c a t e d  i n  a  v a c a n t  b l o c k  t h a t  was  s e r v i n g  
t e m p o r a r i l y  a s  a  m i l i t a r y  camp ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 ) .  

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  m i l i t a r y  d e f e n s e ,  t h e  
Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry Dock Company 's  f o u n d r y  h a d  
e x p a n d e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a n d  b y  1 9 1 9  e n c o m p a s s e d  a n  e n t i r e  b l o c k .  
A d j a c e n t  t o  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  ( b e t w e e n  3 9 t h  a n d  4 0 t h  S t r e e t s )  w e r e  
s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  a  p a t t e r n  s h o p  a n d  a b u t t i n g  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue  w e r e  r o w s  o f  b a r r a c k s ,  a  k i t c h e n  a n d  a  m e s s  h a l l  t h a t  h a d  
b e e n  b u i l t  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s ;  s t o r e h o u s e s  a n d  
o f f i c e s  a l s o  w e r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b l o c k .  D i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  on a n o t h e r  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  b l o c k ,  was a n  a rmy  camp,  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  b a r r a c k s ,  o f f i c e s  a n d  e a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  Some 
c h a n g e s  w e r e  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  4 1 s t  
S t r e e t .  N e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  42nd S t r e e t  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n ,  a  f o r m e r l y  
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~i~~~~ 3 :  1 5 4  - ~ e w s  ( ~ a n b ' o r n  1 9 1 9 : i Y )  



u n o c c u p i e d  b u i l d i n g  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a  H o t e l .  
A b u t t i n g  W a s h i n g t o n  a t  42nd a n d  4 3 r d  S t r e e t s  was  t h e  Newpor t  News 
a n d  Hampton R a i l w a y ,  G a s ,  a n d  E l e c t r i c  Company 's  y a r d .  Two b l o c k s  
a w a y ,  b e t w e e n  4 5 t h  a n d  4 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  
b e i n g  e r e c t e d  by t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry Dock 
Company. B e t w e e n  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  t h e  C & 0 t r a c k s  was a  
s e c o n d  f o u n d r y  t h a t  was owned a n d  o p e r a t e d  by  t h e  Newpor t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry Dock Company. Near  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  4 9 t h  S t r e e t  
a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue was t h e  N u r s e s  Home. On t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue ,  n e a r  a n  encampment  known a s  Camp C o l o n y  No. 1 ,  
was t h e  R i v e r s i d e  H o s p i t a l  ( S a n b o r n  19 1 9 )  ( F i g u r e  3 :  1 5 5 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 1 3  a n d  1 9 1 9 ,  a  number  o f  new d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  N o r t h  End,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  n o t  a s  
e l a b o r a t e  a s  t h e  o l d e r  homes i n  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y .  A row 
o f  d u p l e x e s  was s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  5 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  
i t s  c o r n e r  w i t h  V i r g i n i a  Avenue ,  a n d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  a b o v e  5 4 t h  
S t r e e t  w e r e  d w e l l i n g s  o f  v a r i o u s  s i z e s ,  s i t u a t e d  o n  r e l a t i v e l y  
s p a c i o u s  l o t s .  The Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock 
Company 's  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  
i n  1 9 1 3 .  A s e r i e s  o f  d r y  d o c k s ,  p i e r s  a n d  s h i p w a y s  p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  
t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  a t  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  p r o p e r t y  
( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 )  ( F i g u r e  3 : 1 5 6 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 1 3  a n d  1 9 1 9  t h e r e  was  a  d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
number  o f  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0 
m a i n  l i n e .  Much o f  t h i s  new c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  a p a r t m e n t s  a n d  t e n e m e n t s  f o r  b l a c k s ,  o c c u p i e d  
f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l 0 t s . 3 ~  T h e r e  was a  m o d e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number  
o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d  b u s i n e s s e s ,  s u c h  a s  g r o c e r i e s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  s h o p s ,  
s t o r e s  a n d  p o o l  r o o m s ,  a n d  m o v i e  t h e a t e r s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue a n d  22nd S t r e e t  a n d  o n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  Warwick a n d  2 5 t h .  On 2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  
Warwick  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e s ,  was a  d a n c e  h a l l  t h a t  was  c l o s e  t o  
a  r a g  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  a  j u n k  y a r d .  Many o f  t h e  b l o c k s  n e a r  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  c o n t a i n e d  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  wood a n d  
c o a l  y a r d s ,  p l a n i n g  m i l l s ,  a n d  a  g a s  a n d  e l e c t r i c  p l a n t .  H o u s i n g  
d e n s i t y  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  m a r k e d l y  a b o v e  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  r o w h o u s e s ,  
t e n e m e n t s ,  d u p l e x e s  a n d  c l o s e l y  s p a c e d  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  s a t  
upon  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s .  S o m e t i m e s ,  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  r a z e d  
t o  make way f o r  new o n e s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  empty  l o t s .  
T h i s  a r e a ,  l i k e  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  was  o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s .  
T h e r e  w e r e  f e w e r  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t .  The 
r u i n s  o f  t h e  l u m b e r  y a r d  a t  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  a n d  Warwick h a d  b e e n  
r e p l a c e d  by  t h e  M .  R .  P i l a n d  M i l l i n g  Company 's  w o r k s h o p s .  
I m m e d i a t e l y  t o  i t s  n o r t h ,  t h e  v e n e e r  f a c t o r y  b e t w e e n  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  
a n d  Warwick  Avenue  had  b e e n  t o r n  down a n d  i n  i t s  p l a c e  was  t h e  P .  
W .  H i d e n  m u l e  y a r d .  By 1 9 1 9  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  
3 5 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e ,  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue 
h a d  c h a n g e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  The a r m y ' s  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  c o r p s  h a d  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  w a r e h o u s e s  a b u t t i n g  t h e  C & 0  ma in  l i n e  
___________---__----_---------------------- 

3 9 ~ u r i n g  Wor ld  War I a l m o s t  2 , 0 0 0  b l a c k  w o r k e r s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  
t h e  s h i p y a r d  ( K a t z  1 9 4 0 :  3 3 3 ) .  
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a n d  i t s  e a s t e r l y  s p u r  t h a t  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  a b u t t e d  t h e  T e x a s  Company 's  f u e l  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  
To t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  c o r p s  b a r r a c k s  l i n e d  t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  3 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  o c c u p y i n g  a  number  s f  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s ;  
t h e  c o r p s  a l s o  h a d  a s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  p l a t f o r m  a t  t h e  p o i n t  
w h e r e  t h e  C & O s p u r  t u r n e d  e a s t ,  d e p a r t i n g  f r o m  t h e  m a i n  l i n e  o f  
t r a c k s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 5 7  t h r o u g h  3 : 1 5 9 ) .  

By 1 9 1 9  t h e  b l o c k s  bound  b y  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s  
a n d  1 9 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  much more  d e n s e l y  d e v e l o p e d  t h a n  
t h e y  h a d  b e e n  i n  1 9 1 3 ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new h o u s i n g  
u n i t s  a n d  s h o p s ,  s t o r e s  a n d  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  b u s i n e s s e s .  
H o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  d e c r e a s e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t .  To t h e  
e a s t  o f  t h e  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  S c h o o l ,  w h i c h  w a s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  was t h e  T a b e t r n a c l e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  
w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  s i n c e  1 9 1 3 ;  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ' s  o l d  c h u r c h  
s t o o d  on a  l o t  n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue a n d  3 3 r d .  The 
A n t i o c h  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  was r e n a m e d  t h e  C a r v e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h .  On t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue a n d  3 5 t h  
S t r e e t  w e r e  a rmy b a r r a c k s ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  w h i c h  w a s  P .  W. H i d e n ' s  
h a y - p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t .  R e l a t i v e l y  f e w  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  b l o c k s  hemmed i n  b y  M a d i s o n  and M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s  a n d  2 5 t h  and  
2 7 t h  S t r e e t .  Above t h a t  p o i n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  h a d  b e e n  
b u i l t  on  n u m e r o u s  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  amoun t  o f  
g r o w t h  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  M a r s h a l l  a n d  Wickham 
Avenues  a n d  2 1 s t  t h r o u g h  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a l t h o u g h  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e r e  
was  r e l a t i v e l y  s p a r s e  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  
The V i r g i n i a  T r a n s f e r  a n d  S t o r a g e  Company o c c u p i e d  a  d o u b l e - w i d t h  
P o t  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  Above 2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  h o u s i n g  
d e n s i t y  d i m i n i s h e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  The J o s e p h  M .  P a r k e r  S c h o o l ,  a n  
e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  f o r  b l a c k s ,  was l o c a t e d  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  
1 8 t h  S t r e e t .  The V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  S c h o o l  f o r  C o l o r e d  Deaf  a n d  B l i n d  
C h i l d r e n  was l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k .  I t s  f a c i l i t i e s  
i n c l u d e d  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  a  d i n i n g  h a l l ,  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g ,  a  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  home, a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o u t b u i l d i n g s ;  t h e  
E l i z a b e t h  H o u s t o n  H o s p i t a l  a l s o  was  l o l c a t e d  o n  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  campus  
( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :160  t h r o u g h  3 : 1 6 4 ) .  

A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  w h i c h  b y  1 9 1 9  h a d  b e e n  
e x t e n d e d  t o w a r d  Hampton R o a d s ,  was t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  H a r b o r ,  a d j a c e n t  
t o  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  A t l a n t i c  A e r o n a u t i c a l  S t a t i o n ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
S h i p y a r d  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Food P r o d u c t s  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  
m e a t - p a c k i n g  a n d  c o l d  s t o r a g e  facilities, two c o a l  a n d  wood y a r d s ,  
t h e  Newpor t  News T a l l o w  Company 's  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  T e x a s  Company 's  
o i l  t a n k s  a n d  w a r e h o u s e ,  t h e  b o a t  h a r b o r ' s  m a r i n e  r a i l w a y ,  a n d  a  
m a r i n e  r e p a i r  c o m p l e x .  To t h e  e a s t  on I v y  Avenue  ( a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
b l a c k  n e i g h b o r h o o d ) ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  more  d e n s e .  More 
d u p l e x e s  a l s o  b e e n  b u i l t  a l o n g  T a y l o r ' s  Row. A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  
M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  Avenues  was t h e  a r m y ' s  Camp S t u a r t ,  w h i c h  
b a r r a c k s  w e r e  v e r y  much i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  1 9 1 9 .  B e t w e e n  1 6 t h  a n d  
1 8 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  t e n e m e n t s ,  a l l  o f  
w h i c h  w e r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  b l a c k s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1  9 )  ( F i g u r e  3: 1 6 5 ) .  

B e t w e e n  Wickham a n d  Roanoke  A v e n u e s ,  a  m o d e r a t e  i n c r e a s e  i n  
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F i g u r e  3 :  1 6 4  N e w p o r t  News ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 : 4 2 ) .  





h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  h a d  o c c u r r e d  a n d  t h e  W a l t e r  Reed H i g h  S c h o o l  was  
b u i l t  on a  s e r i e s  o f  v a c a n t  l o t s  t h a t  f r o n t e d  u p o n  Wickham Avenue  
a t  2 4 t h  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Hampton and  Wickham 
A v e n u e s  was t h e  War Camp Community S e r v i c e  R e s t  Room. The S e c o n d  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  was r e n a m e d  t h e  O r c u t t  Avenue  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a n d  a  
b l a c k  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t s  h a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  
c h a p e l  o n  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  i t s  c o r n e r  w i t h  Roanoke  Avenue .  On 
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  was t h e  W h i t a k e r  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ,  
w h i c h  was e r e c t e d  b y  t h r e e  b l a c k  p h y s i c i a n s :  D r s .  W h i t a k e r ,  Forman 
a n d  D i c k e r s o n  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 ;  R o u s e  1 9 8 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 6 6  a n d  
3 :  1 6 7 ) .  

T h e r e  was a  m o d e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  
e n c l o s e d  b y  Roanoke ,  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Hampton Avenues  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  
The  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t .  J a m e s  E p i s c o p a l  a n d  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  
C h u r c h e s  t o  b l a c k  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  U n i o n  a n d  S a l e m  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h e s  t o  w h i t e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  32nd S t r e e t  s e r v e d  a s  a n  
e t h n i c  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  l a y  t o  i t s  n o r t h  
a n d  s o u t h ,  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue .  To t h e  e a s t  o f  
C h e s t n u t  Avenue ,  w e s t  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  a n d  n o r t h  o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  
a  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number  o f  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  h a d  
o c c u r r e d .  W i t h  t h a t  g r o w t h  came t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C h e s t n u t  
Avenue  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  C h e s t n u t  a n d  
2 5 t h  a n d  a  S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  on 3 0 t h  S t r e e t .  R e l a t i v e l y  
f e w  r e t a i l  s h o p s  a n d  s e r v i c e  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Oak (Norwood)  Avenue  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  was  
t h e  Newpor t  News T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N e g r o e s ,  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  f r o m  
t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  a l s o  was  f o r  b l a c k s .  The  B o o k e r  
N u r s i n g  S c h o o l ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  3 0 t h  
S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Oak A v e n u e s .  I n  1 9 1 9  t h e  b o u n d a r y  
l i n e  b e t w e e n  Warwick  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t i e s  c u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
b l o c k s  b o u n d  b y  Oak a n d  P a r i s h  A v e n u e s .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  i n  w h a t  was  t h e n  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  
was s p a r s e .  To t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e  b u t  n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t ,  l o t s  a n d  s t r e e t s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  4 4 t h  
S t r e e t ,  b u t  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d .  H o u s i n g  
d e n s i t y  was  g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  Roanoke  a n d  C h e s t n u t  
A v e n u e s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  168  a n d  3 :  1 6 9 ) .  

1 9 2 1  t o  1 9 3 0  ------ 
When t h e  1 9 2 0 s  o p e n e d ,  Newpor t  News w a s  on t h e  c r e s t  o f  a  

wave  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  s h i p p i n g  a n d  
s h i p b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  e s c a l a t e d  t o  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s ,  c r e a t i n g  a  b u i l d i n g  boom a n d  
i n f l a t e d  r e a l  e s t a t e  v a l u e s .  A s  t h e  s i z e  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
c i t y  g r e w ,  i t s  mode o f  g o v e r n m e n t  was p e r c e i v e d  a s  i n e f f i c i e n t  a n d  
c u m b e r s o m e ,  I n  March  1920  Newpor t  News' c i t y  c h a r t e r  was  amended 
w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r  
f o r m  o f  g o i k r n m e n t  was a d o p t e d .  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  a  p r o g r a m  o f  p u b l i c  i m p r o v e m e n t s  was  u n d e r t a k e n .  
Some o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  l e s s - t r a v e l e d  s t r e e t s  a n d  a v e n u e s  w e r e  p a v e d  
a n d  c e r t a i n  s i d e  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a  w e r e  w i d e n e d .  New 
e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  f o r  . b o t h  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 5 - 1 4 6 ) .  
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I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  Wor ld  War I ,  d i s a r m a m e n t  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  
d r a m a t i c  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  d e f e n s e  s p e n d i n g .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  
s h i p y a r d  l o s t  $ 7 0  m i l l i o n  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r a c t s  a n d  t h e  
s h i p y a r d ' s  w o r k  f o r c e  was  r e d u c e d  t o  2 , 0 0 0  men.  T h i s  p r o d u c e d  a  
t r o u g h  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  e conomy a n d  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  u n f o r e s e e n  
h a r d s h i p s .  S h i p y a r d  o f f i c i a l s  t u r n e d  t o  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  a s  a  
m e a n s  o f  a d a p t i n g  t o  t h e  c h a n g i n g  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  B e s i d e s  
s h i p s ,  t h e  company b e g a n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  l o c o m o t i v e s ,  f r e i g h t  c a r s ,  
h e a v y  m a c h i n e r y  a n d  w a t e r  t u r b i n e s .  I n  1 9 2 1  H i l t o n  V i l l a g e  was  
o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  b y  t h e  U. S .  S h i p p i n g  B o a r d ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  i t  was  
p u r c h a s e d  by  t h e  N e w p o r t  News Land  C o r p o r a t i o n .  The  p l a n n e d  
c o m m u n i t y ' s  homes w e r e  s o l d  t o  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  commenc ing  i n  
1 9 2 2 .  The  s i t e  o f  Camp S t u a r t  a l s o  was  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  
s e c t o r ,  f o r  i n  1 9 2 8  i t  became  t h e  Old  D o m i n i o n  G o l f  C o u r s e ,  a  
f a c i l i t y  t h a t  was  i n  u s e  u n t i l  1 9 4 0  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 :  1 4 6 , 1 9 2 ) .  

I n  1 9 2 7  a n  anonymous  c a r t o g r a p h e r  p r e p a r e d  a  map o f  N e w p o r t  
News, i d e n t i f y i n g  i t s  o l d  a n d  new c i t y  l i m i t s ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  
r e n d e r i n g ,  on  J a n u a r y  1,  1 9 2 0  Newpor t  News'  n o r t h e r n m o s t  b o u n d a r y  
l i n e  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  5 7 t h  S t r e e t .  By A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 2 0 ,  t h e  c i t y  h a d  a n n e x e d  t h e  
b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  5 7 t h  a n d  6 4 t h  S t r e e t .  I n  1 9 2 0 ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c i t y  
l i m i t s  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 f o l l o w e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  3 6 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  t h e n  t u r n e d  s o u t h  o n  M a d i s o n ;  a t  32nd  S t r e e t  i t  h e a d e d  
e a s t  a n d  t h e n  t u r n e d  s o u t h ,  h a l f w a y  b e t w e e n  Oak a n d  P a r i s h  
A v e n u e s .  On J u n e  1 ,  1 9 2 1  t h e  c i t y ' s  n o r t h e r l y  b o u n d a r y  l i n e  w a s  
moved u p  t o  3 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  i t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  t r a c k s  o f  t h e  C & 
0 ' s  e a s t e r n  s p u r  l i n e  a c r o s s  S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  t u r n e d  s o u t h  a n d  
f o l l o w e d  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  c r e e k .  F i n a l l y  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 2 7  t h e  
e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  l i n e  o f  N e w p o r t  News w a s  s h i f t e d  e a s t  t o  P e a r  
A v e n u e ,  w h e r e  i t  a b u t t e d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  K e c o u g h t a n  (Anonymous 
1 9 2 7 ) .  40  A n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
l a t e  1 9 2 0 s  was  t h . e  o p e n i n g  o f  a  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  
c o n n e c t i n g  Warwick  C o u n t y  w i t h  t h e  S o u t h s i d e  r e g i o n .  On November 
1 7 ,  1 9 2 8 ,  when t h , e  4  1 / 2  m i l e  l o n g  b r i d g e  w a s  o p e n e d  t o  t r a f f i c ,  
i t  was  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l o n g e s t  b r i d g e  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 9 3 ) .  

The  1 9 2 6  S a n b o r n  Map 
B e t w e e n  1 9 1 9  a n d  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  h a d  

o c c u p i e d  t h e  C & 0 ' s  w a t e r f r o n t  p r o p e r t y  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War I h a d  
( f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t )  b e e n  d i s m a n t l e d .  Gone w e r e  t h e  c l u s t e r s  o f  
a r m y  b a r r a c k s  a n d  t h e  m u l e  s h e d s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t  i n  1 9 1 9 ,  
a l t h o u g h  a  f e w  b a r r a c k s  r e m a i n e d  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  P i e r  No. 
1 0 .  The  o v e r a l l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  New R i v e r  a n d  
P o c a h o n t a s  C o a l  Company ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  C & 0  r a i l r o a d  s h o p s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  was  u n c h a n g e d  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  . 

I n  1 9 2 6 ,  c o l n m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t i l l  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  
b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  West  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e s  a n d  2 3 r d  t o  2 8 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  a l t h o u g h  some o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  f i v e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  

---I_------------------------- 

4 0 ~ h e  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  f a c s i m i l e  o f  t h e  1 9 2 7  map i s  a n  i n d i s t i n c t  
n e g a t i v e  p r i n t  t h a t  i s  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  



h a d  h o u s e d  w h o l e s a l e  o r  r e t a i l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  had  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  
t o  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  a u t o  r e p a i r  s h o p s  a n d  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  h a d  
b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  f a l l  i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  d i s r e p a i r , .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  i t  was  r i g h t  a f t e r  World War I t h a t  t h e  l o w e r  end  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ' s  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  e m b a r k e d  upon  a  p e r i o d  o f  
d e c l i n e ,  a s  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  s h i f t e d  n o r t h w a r d .  An a r m o r y  s t o o d  
upon f o u r  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s  t h a t  f r o n t e d  on 2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  
b e t w e e n  West  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s .  N e a r b y  w e r e  t h e  Boy S c o u t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  B e t w e e n  1 9 1 9  a n d  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  H o t e l  G r a f t o n ,  on t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  2 4 t h ,  h a d  become t h e  H o t e l  
J e f f e r s o n .  D w e l l i n g s  s t i l l  l i n e d  t h e  numbered  s t r e e t s  t h a t  f e d  
i n t o  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  A n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  was  s h a r e d  
b y  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  d e a l e r s h i p  ( o n  i t s  f i r s t  f l o o r )  a n d  t h e  Newpor t  
News C i t y  H a l l  ( o n  i t s  s e c o n d  f l o o r ) .  A c r o s s  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  was a  
f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n .  The G l o u c e s t e r  B o a r d i n g  House  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
2 9 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  West Avenue h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  W e s t o v e r  
A p a r t m e n t s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e  3 :  1 7 0 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 1 9  a n d  1926  t h e  Rodef Shalom Temple  ( a  J e w i s h  
s y n a g o g u e )  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue ,  
b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s O 4 l  The  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  e a r l i e r  on 
h a d  h o u s e d  t h e  Y . M . C . A . ,  b y  1 9 2 6  h a d  become t h e  Odd F e l l o w s  H a l l .  
On t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue was 
t h e  M a s o n i c  B u i l d i n g .  The S t .  F r a n c i s  H o s p i t a l ,  w h i c h  h a d  s t o o d  
a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  West  Avenue  a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  1 9 1 3  a n d  
1 9 1 9 ,  by 1 9 2 6  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  m u l t i - f a m i l y  h o u s i n g  
c o m p l e x  c a l l e d  t h e  West  A p a r t m e n t s .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  100  
b l o c k  o f  3 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  a rmy o f f i c e r s  q u a r t e r s  h a d  s t o o d  i n  
1 9 1 9 ,  w e r e  t h e  P e r k i n s  C o u r t  A p a r t m e n t s ,  N e a r b y  w e r e  t h e  
k i n d e r g a r t e n  a n d  a  Y . M . C . A .  t h a t  had  b e e n  p r e s e n t  e a r l i e r  o n .  The 
r e s i d e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a b o v e  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  
e s s e n t i a l l y  was u n c h a n g e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  o l d  S a l v a t i o n  Army C l u b  on  
3 6 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  b e e n  v a c a t e d ,  A l t h o u g h  S a n b o r n  maps  a r e  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  b l o c k s  b e l o w  3 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  West 
Avenue  a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  t h e  f e w  d r a w i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  
d u r i n g  w a r t i m e  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  u s e  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 1 7 1  
- -  - -  - 

4 1 ~ h e  f o r e f a t h e r s  o f  Newpor t  News' J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  came t o  t h e  
a r e a ,  s e e k i n g  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t e s .  Many o f  them o p e r a t e d  s h i p s  
c h a n d l e r i e s  a n d  o t h e r  r e t a i l  b u s i n e s s e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  many o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  J e w s  
r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  E a s t  End a r e a ,  n e a r  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  i n  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  a r e  now b l a c k .  The p e n i n s u l a ' s  f i r s t  
s y n a g o g u e ,  A d a t h  J e s h u r u n ,  was  O r t h o d o x .  The  p a t r i a r c h  o f  t h e  
Nachmans ,  o n e  o f  Newpor t  News' m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  J e w i s h  f a m i l i e s ,  
came t o  A m e r i c a  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 8 ,  a t  a g e  1 5 ;  h i s  f a m i l y  s e t t l e d  i n  
H e l l ' s  H a l f  A c r e ,  n e a r  t h e  c o a l  p i e r s .  I n  1 8 9 4  t h e  Nachmans 
o p e n e d  a  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e i r  own. M e e t i n g  w i t h  s u c c e s s ,  i n  1 9 0 1  
t h e y  h a d  r e l o c a t e d  t o  C h e s t n u t  Avenue ,  w h i c h  was t h e n  a t  t h e  h u b  
o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  commerce .  L a t e r ,  when W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue became t h e  
f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  Nachrnans f o l l o w e d  
a n d  o p e n e d  a  new s t o r e  ( N e w p o r t  News T i m e s - H e r a l d  1 9 7 8 : 2 7 ) .  
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t h r o u g h  3 :  17 4 ) .  

Be low 3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  t h e  C & 0 
m a i n  l i n e ,  a  n e g l i g i b l e  amoun t  o f  c h a n g e  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p o s t -  
w a r  y e a r s .  However ,  a b o v e  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  f e w  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  i n  
1 9 1 9  s t o o d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  3 0 t h  a n d  32nd  S t r e e t s  a n d  
H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  w e r e  r a z e d  t o  make way f o r  t h e  
Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  i t s  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue ,  a b u t t i n g  t h e  C & 0 t r a c k s ,  t h e  Benson  a n d  
P h i l l i p s  Company t o o k  o v e r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r m e r l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  
R .  E .  R i c h a r d s o n  P l a n i n g  M i l l .  I n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  32nd 
S t r e e t  t h e r e  was a m o d e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  amoun t  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  The  K n i g h t s  o f  Columbus  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  b u i l d i n g  o n  a  
l o t  t h a t  was a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Ryan S c h o o l .  N e x t  t o  t h e  C & 0 
t r a c k s ,  t h e  Newpor t  News D i s t i l l e d  I c e  Company e r e c t e d  i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  on  t h e  h a l v e s  o f  two p r e v i o u s l y  v a c a n t  b l o c k s  ( S a n b o r n  
1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  1 7 5  a n d  3 :  1 7 6 )  

By 1 9 2 6  t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company's  
b a r r a c k s  a n d  t h e  a rmy camp on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue 
b e t w e e n  3 9 t h  a n d  4 1 s t  S t r e e t s ,  had  b e e n  d i s m a n t l e d .  V e r y  f e w  
c h a n g e s  w e r e  i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t h a t  s t r e t c h e d  n o r t h w a r d  
t o w a r d  5 0 t h  S t r e e t .  A s i z e a b l e  a d d i t i o n  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  o n t o  t h e  
S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  S c h o o l  a n d  a  w i n g  was  a d d e d  t o  t h e  C a l v a r y  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .  Au to  r e p a i r  and  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  h a d  b e e n  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue a n d  4 6 t h  S t r e e t .  
O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  b e t w e e n  3 7 t h  a n d  5 0 t h  S t r e e t s  h a d  
u n d e r g o n e  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  c h a n g e s  s i n c e  1 9 1 9 .  The Newpor t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company 's  p r o p e r t y  b e t w e e n  V i r g i n i a  
Avenue  a n d  t h e  C & 0 e n c o m p a s s e d  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  3 8 t h  a n d  4 3 r d  
S t r e e t s .  To t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  4 3 r d  a n d  4 6 t h  S t r e e t  
w e r e  v a c a n t ,  r o w s  o f  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  l i n e d  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  f r o m  4 6 t h  t o  5 0 t h  S t r e e t s .  Above 5 0 t h  S t r e e t  
was  a l o n g  l i n e  o f  t o b a c c o  w a r e h o u s e s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e  
3 : 1 7 7 ) .  P r i o r  t o  1 9 2 6  t h e  s h i p y a r d ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  h a d  e x p a n d e d  
n o r t h w a r d  t o  5 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  h a d  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  more  
e l a b o r a t e .  S i n g l e  f a m i l y  homes a n d  d u p l e x e s  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  on  t h e  
r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  l o t s  t h a t  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  5 0 t h  
S t r e e t .  The G r a c e  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  
b u i l t  s i n c e  1 9 1 9 ,  s t o o d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  
5 1 s t  S t r e e t .  The a r e a ' s  o v e r a l l  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  h a d  become 
somewha t  g r e a t e r .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  5 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h o s e  who l i v e d  
a l o n g  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  e n j o y e d  a n  u n o b s t r u c t e d  v i e w  o f  t h e  J a m e s  
R i v e r .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  a r e a  w e r e  l a r g e  d w e l l i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  
s i t u a t e d  on o v e r s i z e d  l o t s .  By 1 9 2 6  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  
e x t e n d e d  e v e n  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  b e y o n d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t u d y  a r e a  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  1 7 8  t h r o u g h  3:  1 8 3 ) .  

I n  1 9 2 6 ,  when t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0  m a i n  l i n e  and  
s o u t h  o f  1 9 t h  S t r e e t  was  mapped by t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company, 
t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  1 5 t h  a n d  1 8 t h  S t r e e t s ,  b e t w e e n  Warwick  a n d  
J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e s ,  w e r e  l i n e d  w i t h  c l o s e l y  s p a c e d  f l a t s  t h a t  w e r e  
i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  v a c a n t  l o t s .  F l a t s  a n d  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  
a l s o  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  1 9 t h  S t r e e t .  On t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  1 8 t h  
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S t r e e t  was t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  o f  Dawson C i t y  a n d  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  on 1 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  was t h e  R i s i n g  Sun C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  
o c c u p i e d  a  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t .  Moving n o r t h w a r d ,  t h e  j u n k  y a r d  
o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  h a d  
b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  L i n c o l n  Movie T h e a t e r .  R e t a i l  s h o p s  a n d  
d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  B e t w e e n  
1 9 1 9  a n d  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  d e l i m i t e d  b y  t h e  C & 0 m a i n  l i n e ,  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  a n d  
2 0 t h  t h r o u g h  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s ;  h o w e v e r ,  a  f e w  new b u s i n e s s e s  h a d  moved 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  The Newpor t  News S t r e e t  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  s h o p s  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  Warwick  Avenue ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  
2 9 t h  a n d  3 1 s t  S t r e e t s ,  w h e r e  P .  W .  H i d e n ' s  m u l e  y a r d  f o r m e r l y  h a d  
b e e n  l o c a t e d ;  H i d e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  r e t a i n e d  h i s  m u l e  y a r d  b e t w e e n  
3 2 n d  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t s .  To t h e  n o r t h ,  P .  W .  H i d e n ' s  h a y  a n d  g r a i n  
w a r e h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a j u n k  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  t h e  b l o c k  
t h a t  i n  1 9 1 9  h a d  accommoda ted  t h e  U .  S .  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  C o r p s '  a n d  
t h e  T e x a s  Company 's  f a c i l i t i e s  was  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  O i l  Company. The q u a r t e r m a s t e r  c o r p s  w a r e h o u s e s ,  w h i c h  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  b y  1926  w e r e  b e i n g  
u t i l i z e d  by  t h e  H i d e n  S t o r a g e  a n d  F o r w a r d i n g  Company, w h i c h  a l s o  
h a d  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  c o r p s '  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  p l a t f o r m  t h a t  w e r e  
s i t u a t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  C & 0 ' s  e a s t e r n  s p u r  l i n e  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  
( F i g u r e s  3 :184  a n d  3 :  1 8 5 ) .  

By 1 9 2 6 ,  s t r u c t u r e s  s t o o d  u p o n  many f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  b l o c k s  bound  b y  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  Mad i son  A v e n u e s  a n d  1 9 t h  
t h r o u g h  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s .  S h o p s  a n d  s t o r e s  l i n e d  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  w h e r e a s  M a d i s o n  was  l e s s  c o m m e r c i a l i z e d .  Above 
3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  s p a r s e  a n d  
m o s t  o f  t h e  l o t s  b e t w e e n  3 4 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  v a c a n t .  P a r t  
o f  P .  W .  H i d e n ' s  h a y  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  h a d  b e e n  r a z e d ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a  f o r m e r  h a y  
w a r e h o u s e  t h a t  was b e i n g  u s e d  b y  Newpor t  News F o u n d r y  Company. To 
t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e  l o t s  t h a t  i n  1 9 1 9  h a d  b e e n  o c c u p i e d  by  Army 
b a r r a c k s  by  1 9 2 6  w e r e  v a c a n t  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :186  t h r o u g h  
3 : 1 8 8 ) .  B e t w e e n  1 9 1 9  a n d  1 9 2 6  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d i s c e r n i b l e  c h a n g e  
i n  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  I v y  
Avenue .  The  c r u d e  r o a d w a y  t h a t  i n  1 9 1 9  h a d  b e e n  known a s  T a y l o r ' s  
Row b y  1 9 2 6  h a d  become known a s  T a y l o r  Avenue ,  a  60  f o o t  w i d e  
t h o r o u g h f a r e .  The n e i g h b o r h o o d s  f r o m  I v y  a n d  T a y l o r  Avenues  t o  
3 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n ,  w e r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
b l a c k .  A t  t h e  t e r m i n u s  o f  Warwick and  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  S h i p y a r d  Company a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  c l u s t e r e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s m a l l  b o a t  h a r b o r .  A 
m u n i c i p a l  p i e r  p r o t r u d e d  f r o m  t h e  end  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  n e a r  
w h i c h  was t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  F e r r y  Company 's  s l i p  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  
( F i g u r e  3  : 1 8 9 ) .  

By 1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  a r e a  b e l o w  1 6 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  M a d i s o n  a n d  
M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s ,  w h e r e  Camp S t u a r t  h a d  b e e n  l o c a t e d  i n  1 9 1 9 ,  h a d  
c h a n g e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  f o r  t h e  H u n t i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  i t s  
a t h l e t i c  f i e l d  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  
t h a t  was f o r  b l a c k s .  The  J o s e p h  M .  P a r k e r  S c h o o l ,  on t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  h a d  b e e n  e n l a r g e d  a n d  r e n a m e d  t h e  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  



AV. 

Figure 3 : 1 8 4  Newport News (Sanborn 1 9 2 6 : 3 4 ) .  



m WARWICK 
6'n t 

I.. ". C W .  t .. . I... . C* 
.I 

. . . - 

(Sanborn 1926: 33) ~ G u r e  3: 185 Newport New 



B.L".%...... HAMPTON AV. 

2lW ST. t 



AV. T 

a 
-.....-..re 

I 
JEFFERSON 

Figure 3 :  1 8 7  Newport News (Sanborn 1 9 2 6 : 4 0 ) .  



JEFFERSON ---f ---- AV. 
8 

Figure 3 : 1 8 8  N e w p o r t  News ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 : 3 9 ) .  





S c h o o l ;  i t ,  l i k e  H u n t i n g t o n  H i g h ,  was f o r  b l a c k s .  R e l a t i v e l y  
l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t .  Above t h a t  p o i n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  
many new homes h a d  b e e n  b u i l t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s i n g l e  
f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s .  Many o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  
2 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  n o r t h w a r d ,  w e r e  l a r g e  a n d  s a t  u p o n  a m p l y  
p r o p o r t i o n e d ,  d o u b l e - w i d t h  l o t s .  Most  o f  t h e  l o t s  t h a t  f r o n t e d  
e a s t  upon M a r s h a l l  Avenue ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  w e r e  
v a c a n t .  H o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  d e c l i n e d  m a r k e d l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 3 r d  
S t r e e t  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :  190  t h r o u g h  3 :  1 9 4 ) .  

I n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  
M a r s h a l l  a n d  Wickham A v e n u e s ,  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  v a c a n t .  Most  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  2 0 t h  
a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t s  w e r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  1 9 1 9 .  By 1 9 2 6  d e v e l o p m e n t  
i n c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  b l o c k  bound  b y  M a r s h a l l  a n d  Wickham 
A v e n u e s  a n d  2 4 t h  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s ,  f o r  t h e  number  o f  d w e l l i n g s  h a d  
more  t h a n  d o u b l e d  a n d  t h e  C a r v e r  M e m o r i a l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  h a d  
b e e n  b u i l t  on  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  ~ f  M a r s h a l l  a n d  2 4 t h .  The  
Newpor t  News P r i n t i n g  Company b u i l t  a  p l a n t  on  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  c l o s e  
t o  w h i c h  was a  l a r g e  s t e a m  l a u n d r y  a n d  a  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n .  T h e r e  
was l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  
b e t w e e n  2 5 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 9 t h ,  h o w e v e r ,  
many new homes ha.d b e e n  b u i l t ,  some o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s i z e a b l e .  The 
b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  32nd S t r e e t  w e r e  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  v a c a n t ,  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  J, G. C u r t i s  D a i r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  o n  
M a r s h a l l  Avenue ,  and  t h o s e  o f  t h e  L e v e n s o n  P a c k i n g  Company, w h i c h  
f a c e d  e a s t  u p o n  Flickham Avenue .  The p r o t r u s i o n  o f  t h e s e  
c o m m e r c i a l  c o m p l e x e s  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  t h e y  b o r d e r e d  a n d  t h e i r  
o r i e n t a t i o n  o n  a n  a x i s  t h a t  was c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  s t r e e t s  
i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  b o t h  f a c i l i t i e s  p r e d a t e d  t h e  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  M a r s h a l l  a n d  Wickham Avenues  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e s  
3 :  1 9 5  t h r o u g h  3 :  P 9 7 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 1 8  a n d  1 9 2 6  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  Wickham a n d  Roanoke  A v e n u e s ,  The  a r e a  t o  t h e  s o u t h  
o f  Hampton Avenue was d e v o i d  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  e x c e p t  f o r  two 
d w e l l i n g s  a n d  t h e  M a d i s o n  M a t t r e s s  Company 's  p l a n t .  T o  t h e  n o r t h  
o f  Hampton Avenue  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y .  
The o l d  s e w a g e  pumping  s t a t i o n  o n  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d  
a n d  a  s o f t  d r i n k  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t  was b u i l t  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  Wickham Avenue a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  By 1 9 2 6  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  ( d w e l l i n g s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  f l a t s )  e x t e n d e d  a s  f a r  
n o r t h  a s  3 7 t h  S t r e e t .  The b l o c k s  b o u n d  by R o a n o k e ,  C h e s t n u t  a n d  
Hampton A v e n u e s  a n d  3 3 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  u n d e r g o n e  f e w  c h a n g e s  s i n c e  
1 9 1 9 ,  f o r  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  m o d e r a t e  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  
f e w  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s t o r e s  a n d  s h o p s .  The  C a l v a r y  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  
h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  upon  a f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  3 4 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  Roanoke  Avenue .  I n  1 9 2 6  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  
Company 's  a g e n t s ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e i r  maps  t h e  
a r e a  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Oak Avenues  a n d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  2 0 t h  
S t r e e t ,  B e t w e e n  1 9 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  Old  P o i n t  B l v d .  w e r e  t h e  Advance  
S h i r t  Company 's  s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t .  To 
t h e  s o u t h  o f  Old. P o i n t  B l v d .  was t h e  Newpor t  News G o l f  a n d  C o u n t r y  
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C l u b ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  power  p l a n t ,  a n d  t h e  R a n c o c a s  M i l l s ,  I n c . ' s  
d o o r m a t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  Rows o f  v a c a n t  w a r e h o u s e s  w e r e  
w i d e l y  s p a c e d  on  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o p e r t i e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  s e r v e d  b y  
a r a i l r o a d  s i d i n g  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e  3 : 1 9 8 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 1 9  a n d  1 9 2 6  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a b o v e  
1 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Oak A v e n u e s ,  e x h i b i t e d  a  
n e g l i g i b l e  amoun t  o f  c h a n g e .  A s m a l l  amoun t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  on 2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  a n  a u t o  r e p a i r  s h o p  
a n d  two p a i n t  s t o r e s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t .  A c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  was t h e  
Redman ' s  H a l l ,  a  s o c i a l  c l u b .  S h o p s  a n d  s t o r e s  l i n e d  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t .  On 3 0 t h  
S t r e e t ,  w h a t  f o r m e r l y  h a d  b e e n  a  S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  h a d  
b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  s c h o o l  f o r  b l a c k s .  On C h e s t n u t  Avenue ,  midway 
b e t w e e n  32nd a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t s ,  was t h e  C h r i s t i a n  U n i o n  C h u r c h ,  a  
h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p  f o r  b l a c k s .  To t h e  e a s t  o f  Oak (Norwood)  Avenue 
a b o v e  32nd  S t r e e t  w e r e  two b l o c k s  t h r o u g h o u t  w h i c h  r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  
s c a t t e r e d  t h i n l y .  Land on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Oak Avenue b u t  w e s t  o f  
S a l t e r s  C r e e k  was l a i d  o u t  i n t o  s t r e e t s  a n d  b l o c k s  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  
a  l i g h t  a m o u n t  of  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  By 1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  c i t y  
l i m i t s  of  Newpor t  News h a d  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  e a s t w a r d  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  
S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  t a k i n g  i n  a c r e a g e  t h a t  i n  1 9 1 9  was  p a r t  o f  
E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y .  The V a n s a n t  F l o r i s t  g r e e n h o u s e s  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  2 6 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a b u t t i n g  S a l t e r s  C r e e k .  To 
t h e  n o r t h  was t h e  G r e e n l a w n  C e m e t e r y ,  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  l a y  i n  
E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 :199  t h r o u g h  
3 : 2 0 1 ) .  

I n  1 9 2 6  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company's  map-makers  made t h e i r  
f i r s t  d e t a i l e d  d r a w i n g s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  l a y  on  t h e  e a s t  o f  
t h e  C & 0  m a i n  l i n e ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t .  B e t w e e n  Warwick  
a n d  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e s ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  e x t e n d e d  
n o r t h w a r d  t o  4 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  a n  a r e a  t h r o u g h o u t  w h i c h  l a r g e  homes 
w e r e  s c a t t e r e d .  The same p a t t e r n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  was e v i d e n t  i n  
t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  Mad i son  A v e n u e s .  The  p r e s e n c e  o f  
t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  o f  J e f f e r s o n  P a r k ,  w h i c h  c o n g r e g a t i o n  was 
b l a c k ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  Newpor t  News was p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
b l a c k  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 )  ( F i g u r e  3 :  2 0 2 ) .  

I n  1 9 2 6 ,  Wickham Avenue a n d  t h e  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  t h a t  
e x t e n d e d  t o w a r d  O r c u t t  Avenue  w e r e  n o t  o p e n  a b o v e  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a .  The 
B r o o k v i l l e  S c h o o l ,  w h i c h  was l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  
4 1 s t  S t r e e t  a n d  O r c u t t  Avenue ,  was f o r  b l a c k s ,  a s  was t h e  New 
G r a f t o n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  was s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  3900  b l o c k  o f  
Roanoke  A v e n u e .  B e t w e e n  Roanoke  a n d  C h e s t n u t  A v e n u e s ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  was l i g h t ,  j u s t  a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  i n  1 9 1 9 .  Be tween  
Wickham a n d  Roanoke  A v e n u e s ,  a  f e w  s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s  s t o o d  a l o n g  
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  3 8 t h  S t r e e t .  The f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  G u l f  
R e f i n i n g ,  S t a n d a r d  O i l ,  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  O i l  Compan ies  w e r e  
s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  Roanoke  a n d  C h e s t n u t  A v e n u e s ,  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  
C & 0 s p u r  l i n e .  To t h e  e a s t  o f  C h e s t n u t  a n d  a l s o  a b u t t i n g  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  was t h e  Newpor t  News D i s t i l l e d  I c e  Company 
( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 ) .  
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1 9 3 1  t o  1940  ------ 
I n  1 9 3 1  a  map was p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  Newpor t .  News Dock a n d  

H a r b o r  A u t h o r i t y ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  a  m u n i c i p a l  p i e r  was shown a t  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  n e a r  t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  H a r b o r ;  t o  
t h e  w e s t  was t h e  p i e r  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  S h i p y a r d s .  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  
l e d  t o  a  c o a l  p i e r  t h a t  was t h e n  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  n e a r  t h e  t i p  
o f  Newpor t  News P o i n t .  F u r t h e r  u p  t h e  J a m e s  R i , v e r  was a  p r o p o s e d  
m e r c h a n d i z e  p i e r  a n d  w a r e h o u s e .  The C & 0 c o a l  p i e r s ,  g r a i n  
e l e v a t o r  a n d  p i e r  ( P i e r  Nos. 8  t h r o u g h  1 2 )  w e r e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  
Newpor t  Newst m e r c h a n d i z e  p i e r s  (Nos .  2 t h r o u g h  7 )  . 4 2  P i e r  No. 1 
was  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  p a s s e n g e r  p i e r .  R e p r e s e n t e d  s c h e m a t i c a l l y  
w e r e  t h e  t o b a c c o  w a r e h o u s e s  t h a t  w e r e  a l i g n e d  i n  a  r o w ,  a l o n g  
V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  t h e  C & 0  l i n e ,  a b o v e  5 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  i n  t h e  
N o r t h  End (Ward a n d  Fox low 1 9 3 1 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 2 0 3  a n d  3 : 2 0 4 ) .  

By 1 9 3 2  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  Old  Domin ion  Land Company's  i ncome-  
p r o d u c i n g  p r o p e r t y  h a d  b e e n  s o l d .  The d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  
G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  may b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  r e n t a l  f i l e s  o f  t h e  company,  
i n  t h e  p l e a s  o f  r e n t e r s  f o r  e x t e n s i o n s .  I n  November 1 9 3 5  
o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  Old Domin ion  Land Company a n d  t h e  Warwick H o t e l  
h a d  c o n s o l i d a t e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  By 1 9 3 9  a l l  o f  t h e  Old  Domin ion  
Land Company 's  c a p i t a l  s t o c k  h a d  b e e n  l i q u i d a t e d  a n d  o n l y  t h e  
H o t e l  Warwick  was r e s e r v e d .  T h a t ,  t o o ,  was l i q u i d a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  d e c a d e  ( N e w p o r t  News L i b r a r y  S y s t e m s  1 9 8 2 :  3 - 5 ) .  

A t  t h e  s h i p y a r d ,  t h e  ---- R a n g e r ,  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  
c a r r i e r ,  was  b u i l t .  I t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 3 4 ,  w a s  
f o l l o w e d  by t h e  York town  I ( c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 3 7 )  a n d  t h e  E n t e r p r i s e  
( 1 9 3 8 ) .  I n  1 9 3 6 ,  when t h e  M a r i t i m e  Commiss ion  was  c r e a t e d ,  a  t e n  
y e a r  p r o g r a m  was l a u n c h e d  t h a t  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  50 
s h i p s .  The f i r s t  c o n t r a c t  l e t  by  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w a s  t o  t h e  
Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  Dock Company, f o r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  ----- A m e r i c a ,  a  p a s s e n g e r  l i n e r .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  
1 9 3 9 ,  when a  s t a t e  o f  n a t i o n a l  e m e r g e n c y  was  d e c l a r e d ,  t h e  
s h i p y a r d  commenced e x p a n d i n g  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 9 ) .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  when t h e  economy o f  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a  was 
l e a n ,  Newpor t  News' b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  f a r e d  p o o r l y .  The  s h i p y a r d ' s  
3 , 0 0 0  b l a c k  w o r k e r s  r e p o r t e d l y  w e r e  r e l e g a t e d  t o  u n s k i l l e d  j o b s  
a n d  w e r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n r o l l  i n  t h e  A p p r e n t i c e  S c h o o l .  A 1 9 3 8  
s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  by  t e a c h e r s  f r o m  H u n t i n g t o n  High  S c h o o l  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  o u t d o o r  t o i l e t s  t y p i c a l l y  s e r v e d  two  t o  f o u r  b l a c k  
f a m i l i e s ,  w h e r e a s  b a c k y a r d  h y d r a n t s  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  s o u r c e  o f  w a t e r  
f o r  f o u r  t o  e i g h t  f a m i l i e s  ( N e w p o r t  News T i m e s - H e r a l d  1 9 7 8 : 8 ) .  
R e s i d e n t s  o f  Newpor t  News a n d  Warwick  C o u n t y  a c c e p t e d  employmen t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  Works P r o g r e s s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p r o g r a m s .  I n  1934  
Swantown,  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  communi ty  f o r  b l a c k  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s ,  was 
b u i l t  o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Newpor t  News. By 1 9 3 6  41  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  
l i v i n g  i n  Swantown.  C o m p l a i n t s  b y  w h i t e  n e i g h b o r s  t h a t  S w a n t o w n ' s  
s e w e r s  w e r e  p o l l u t i n g  t h e i r  w a t e r  s u p p l y  l e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  
- - - - - - - - - _ I _ - - - - - - - - - - - ~ I _ - - - - - - -  

420n  November 8 ,  1 9 3 4  t h e  C & 0 g r a i n  e l e v a t o r  B was t o t a l l y  
d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 9 4 ) .  







o c c u p a n t s  a n d  b u i l d e r s  b e i n g  f i n e d .  A t e n a n t  named C h a r l e s  G a l e ,  
o n e  t e n a n t ,  i n s t a l l e d  h i s  own s a n i t a r y  s e w e r  s y s t e m  t o  e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  p r o b l e m .  L a t e r  he  t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  p r o p e r t y  a t  
Swantown t o  Aberdleen G a r d e n s ,  a  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t  b u i l t  f o r  b l a c k s  
by  t h e  F e d e r a l  Farm S e c u r i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  
o f  Hampton I n s t i t u t e .  A b e r d e e n  G a r d e n s  was a  communi ty  o f  b r i c k  
r e s i d e n c e s  a n d  hald a communi ty  c e n t e r ,  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  g a r d e n  
p l o t s .  I n  1 9 3 8 ,  t h e  R e c r e a t i o n  C e n t e r  o f  Newpor t  News, w h i c h  was 
was s i t u a t e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  H u n t i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
w i t h  f u n d s  c o n t r i b u t e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  b y  t h e  Newpor t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company ( K a t z  1 9 4 0 :  3 3 9 , 3 4 4 ) .  

The  1 9 4 0 s  a n d  1 9 5 0 s  ---------------- 
The o u t b r e a k  o f  Wor ld  War I1 i n  E u r o p e ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  

J a p a n e s e  a t t a c k  u p o n  P e a r l  H a r b o r ,  i m p e l l e d  t h e  s h i p y a r d  t o  go  t o  
a  s e v e n  d a y  work  week ,  u t i l i z i n g  t h r e e  r o t a t i n g  s h i f t s .  I t  was  
a r o u n d  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  H u n t i n g t o n  f a m i l y  a l l o w e d  a  g r o u p  o f  
i n v e s t m e n t  b r o k e r s  t o  p u r c h a s e  a l l  o f  t h e  s h i p y a r d ' s  s t o c k .  Under  
t h i s  r e c a p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  s t o c k  was o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c .  By A p r i l .  1 9 4 3  t h e  s h i p y a r d ' s  p a y r o l l  i n c l u d e d  m o r e  t h a n  
3 1 , 0 0 0  w o r k e r s .  A s  many a s  1 7  v e s s e l s  w e r e  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  F o r t y - n i n e  U. S.  Navy s h i p s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  
t h e  s h i p y a r d  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War 11, i n c h d i n g  e i g h t  E s s e x - c l a s s  
a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s .  The s h i p y a r d  a l s o  r e f i t t e d  1 , 4 9 7  n a v a l  
v e s s e l s ,  some o f  w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  e x t e n s i v e  m o d i f i c a t i o n .  The  
H o r a c e  E. Dodge B o a t  a n d  P l a n e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  was l o c a t e d  o n  
p a r t  o f  t h e  o l d  Camp S t u a r t  s i t e ,  b e g a n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  l a n d i n g  
c r a f t ,  m o t o r  l a u n c h  p a t r o l  b o a t s ,  m i n e  y a w l s ,  a n d  c r a s h  o r  r e s c u e  
b o a t s  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 5 0 ;  J e s t e r  e t  a 1  1 9 4 7 : 5 7 ) .  

Once a g a i n ,  Newpor t  News became a p o r t  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n .  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  Hampton R o a d s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  i n  
J u n e  1 9 4 2 .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 , 6 8 7 , 2 4 9  men a n d  women 
p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o r t  a n d  1 4 , 6 8 9 , 3 1 2  t o n s  o f  c a r g o .  Many o f  t h e  
p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  p e a c e t i m e  w e r e  m o d i f i e d  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t .  The  C & 0  was i n v o l v e d  i n  
d i s p a t c h i n g  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  
t h e a t e r s  o f  w a r .  A t o t a l  o f  2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f  f u e l  w a s  h a n d l e d  
a t  t h e  C & 0  t e r m i n a l s  i n  Newpor t  News d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  P e r s o n n e l  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Hampton Roads  P o r t  o f  E m b a r k a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  8 , 2 0 0  
m i l i t a r y  men a n d  7 , 0 2 0  c i v i l i a n s  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 5 1 ) .  S u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  war  e f f o r t  a g a i n  b r o u g h t  a n  i n f l u x  o f  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  t o  
t h e  c i t y .  Some l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  l e t  t h e i r  s p a r e  rooms  t o  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l .  The Newpor t  News Army h o u s e d  6 0 0  e n l i s t e d  men who t o o k  
t h e i r  m e a l s  i n  t h e  c a f e t e r i a  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l .  The 
C & 0 p r o v i d e d  a  d i n i n g  c a r  t h a t  s e r v e d  a s  a n  o f f i c e r s  c l u b .  
L o c a l  h o t e l s  c o n v e r t e d  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  s p a c e  i n t o  b e d r o o m s  a n d  
l i m i t e d  t h e i r  g u e s t s 1  s t a y s  t o  f i v e  d a y s .  Some 2 1  h o u s e s  w e r e  
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a . p a r t m e n t  u n i t s .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g s ,  
b a r r a c k s ,  m e s s  h a l l s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  t e m p o r a r y  
s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Camp 
P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  a s t a g i n g  a r e a ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on  a 1 , 7 0 0  a c r e  
t r a c t  t h a t  was 1 4  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  o l d  p a r t  o f  Newpor t  News. T h e r e ,  
b a r r a c k s ,  r o a d s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  



accommoda te  3 5 , 0 0 0  men.  By J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  1 9 4 6  a  t o t a l  o f  more  t h a n  
1 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  h a d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  camp t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  
t h e  C & 0 ' s  s h u t t l e  t r a i n s .  D u r i n g  World  War 1.1, t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  
a t  Camp E u s t i s  w e r e  e n l a r g e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r p s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  known a s  F o r t  E u s t i s .  A s  a  
m e a n s  o f  a l l e v i a t i n g  a  c r i t i c a l  l a b o r  s h o r t a g e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
4 , 0 0 0  German a n d  1 , 4 0 0  I t a l i a n  p r i s o n e r s - o f - w a r  w e r e  p u t  t o  w o r k .  
They  w e r e  h o u s e d  a t  Camp P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  i n  b a r r . a c k s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  C 
& 0 t e r m i n a l s  a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  o v e r p a s s  n e a r  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  
b r i d g e  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 5 2 ) . 4 3  

The c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Newpor t  News s w e l l e d  d u r i n g  World  
War 11, m a k i n g  i t  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  r a p i d l y  e x p a n d i n g  communi ty  i n  
t h e  n a t i o n .  Be tween  1 9 4 0  a n d  1 9 4 3  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  
e x p a n d e d  7 7 . 2  p e r c e n t  o r  a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 8 9 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1  : 1 5 2 - 5 3 ) .  B e c a u s e  a  minimum amount  o f  o p e n  s p a c e  was  
a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  Newpor t  News, many new 
d w e l l i n g  u n i t s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  Warwick a n d  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t i e s .  
By 1 9 4 2  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s h e l t e r i n g  war  w o r k e r s  h a d  b e e n  a d d r e s s e d .  
G r o w t h  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  more  m u n i c i p a l  
s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  W h i t t a k e r  
M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ,  F i r e  H o u s e s  1 ,  2 ,  a n d  6 ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  a  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  b u i l d i n g ,  a  r e c r e a t i o n  b u i l d i n g ,  a  h e a l t h  
c e n t e r ,  a n d  a n  i n c i n e r a t o r  a d d i t i o n .  P r o v i s i o n s  a l s o  w e r e  made 
f o r  i n c r e a s e d  s u p p l i e s  o f  w a t e r ,  e l e c t r i c  p o w e r ,  t e l e p h o n e  a n d  
p o s t a l  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  s a n i t a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
e d u c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a l s o  w e r e  n e e d e d .  
A d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  r e t a i l  s a l e s  a l s o  o c c u r r e d ,  s t i m u l a t i n g  
l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s .  I n  1 9 4 1 ,  976 h o u s i n g  u n i t s  c a l l e d  S t u a r t  
G a r d e n s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  o l d  Camp S t u a r t  s i t e  b y  t h e  
D e f e n s e  Homes C o r p o r a t i o n ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a d d r e s s  w h a t  had  
become a  c r i t i c a l  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  (Brown 1 9 7 9 :  2 0 ) .  O t h e r  p l a n n e d  
c o m m u n i t i e s  o r  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
i n c l u d e d  S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e ,  S e v e n  O a k s ,  M a r s h a l l  C o u r t s ,  O r c u t t  
Homes, H a r b o r  Homes, a n d  L a s s i t e r  C o u r t s .  I n  Warwick  C o u n t y ,  
F e r g u s o n  P a r k ,  B e a c o n d a l e ,  B e t s y  L e e  G a r d e n s ,  S u s s e x  H i l t o n ,  E a s t  
H i l t o n ,  N o r t h  H i l t o n ,  H i l t o n  P a r k ,  Maury P l a c e ,  W h i t e  Oaks a n d  
H u n t i n g t o n  C o u r t s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  w h e r e a s  C o p e l a n d  P a r k  a n d  
Newsome P a r k  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  Warwick a n d  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t i e s  
(Brown 1 9 7 9 : 2 0 ;  J e s t e r  e t  a 1  1 9 4 8 : 7 0 ) .  

I n  1 9 4 0 ,  when R o b e r t  Fay  Bower made a  map o f  Newpor t  News and  
i t s  e n v i r o n s ,  h e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  c i t y ' s  b l a c k ,  w h i t e  a n d  p a r o c h i a l  
s c h o o l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r o u t e s  t h a t  w e r e  s e r v e d  by p u b l i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I n  1 9 4 0 ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  Newpor t  News 
s t i l l  t e r m i n a t e d  b e y o n d  S a l t e r s  C r e e k  a t  P e a r  Avenue .  E x c l u d e d  
f r o m  t h e  c i t y  was t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  Dodge B o a t  a n d  P l a n e  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  l a y  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  I v y  Avenue a n d  w e s t  o f  
S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  b e l o w  2 0 t h  S t r e e t  (Bower 1 9 4 0 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 2 0 5  a n d  
- _ _ _ _ _ L _ _ - - - - - - _ - - - - - - - - _ - - _ - - I -  

4 3 ~ f t e r  t h e  w a r  was o v e r ,  t h e  l a n d  upon  w h i c h  Camp P a t r i c k  H e n r y  
s t o o d  was  c o n v e r t e d  t o  o t h e r  u s e s .  The P a t r i c k  Henry  H o s p i t a l ,  a  
h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t y ,  a n d  t h e  P a t r i c k  H e n r y  A i r p o r t  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  ( R o u s e  1 9 6 9 : B l ) .  



3 : 2 0 6 ) .  I n  1 9 4 3 ,  when Bower u p d a t e d  h i s  map,  he  e x p a n d e d  h i s  
c o v e r a g e  b o t h  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  s i t e s  o c c u p i e d  by  
L a s s i t e r  C o u r t s ,  E a s t  H i l t o n ,  S u s s e x  N i l t o n ,  B e t s y  Lee  G a r d e n s ,  
a n d  B r i a r f i e l d  Manor a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  o u t l y i n g  s e c t i ~ n s  o f  Newpor t  
News (Bower 1 9 4 3 )  ( F i g u r e s  3 : 2 0 7  a n d  3 : 2 0 8 ) .  

A f t e r  t h e  war  was  o v e r ,  t h e  Hampton Roads  P o r t  o f  E m b a r k a t i o n  
was d e a c t i v a t e d  a n d  many f o r m e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Newpor t  News moved 
i n t o  Warwick  C o u n t y .  I t  was a r o u n d  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  g r e w  
i n  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  c i t y  a n d  c o u n t y ,  f o r  many p e o p l e  g r e w  
f r u s t r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ,  I n  1944  a n  e l e c t i o n  
was h e l d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  Warwick C o u n t y  s h o u l d  a d o p t  t h e  
c o u n t y  m a n a g e r  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  W i t h  v o t e r  a p p r o v a l  t h e  new 
g o v e r n m e n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  o f  J a n u a r y  1,  1 9 4 5 .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  
1 9 5 2 ,  when Warwick  C o u n t y  r e a c h e d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  4 5 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s ,  
t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  g r a n t e d  a  c h a r t e r  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  Warwick ,  
s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  by a  p o p u l a r  r e f e r e n d u m .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
Warwick  C o u n t y  became e x t i n c t ,  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 s ,  t h e  
s h i p y a r d  was a w a r d e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  n u c l e a r  p o w e r e d  
s u b m a r i n e s ,  g u i d e d  m i s s i l e  f r i g a t e s ,  a n d  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s .  T h i s  
s e r v e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  a r e a ' s  economy b u t  a l s o  t o  c a u s e  
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 s  a n d  e a r l y  t o  mid -1950s  
many f a m i l i e s  l e f t  t h e  i n n e r  c i t y ,  r e l o c a t i n g  t o  t h e  s u b u r b s  o f  
Warwick  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t i e s .  I n  1 9 5 8  t h e  C i t y  o f  Warwick 
c o n s o l i d a t e d  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  o f  Newpor t  News. T h a t  same y e a r ,  a  
s e v e r e  o i l  f i r e  d i d  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  damage t o  t h e  E s s o  
B u n k e r  T e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t y ,  d e s t r o y i n g  t a n k s  a n d  s t o c k s  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 :  155-156 ;  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  1 9 6 5 :  2 9 , 3 4 ;  Rouse  1 9 6 9 :  8 2 ) .  

The  Modern E r a  --------- 
Growth  i n  t h ~ e  s i z e  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s ,  i n  

t i m e ,  s u r p a s s e d  i n d u s t r y  i n  b r i n g i n g  newcomers  t o  t h e  a r e a .  T h i s ,  
i n  t u r n ,  p r o m o t e d  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t .  A s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
g r e w  e f f o r t s  w e r e  made t o  p r o v i d e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  
I n  1 9 6 1  C h r i s t o p h e r  Newpor t  C o l l e g e  o p e n e d  a s  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  
C o l l e g e  o f  W i l l i a m  a n d  Mary.  T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  
Newpor t  became  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  i t s  p e r m a n e n t  campus  a t  Shoe  L a n e .  
I n  1 9 6 6  Thomas N e l s o n  Community C o l l e g e  o p e n e d  i t s  d o o r s  t o  
s t u d e n t s .  The V i r g i n i a  A s s o c i a t e d  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r ,  n e a r  P a t r i c k  
H e n r y  A i r p o r t ,  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  f u n d i n g  ( R o u s e  1 9 6 9 : 9 0 - 9 3 ) .  

O t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  h a v e  h a d  f a r - r e a c h i n g  i m p l i c a t i o n s  
o n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  Newpor t  News. I n  1 9 6 3  t h e  C & 0  R a i l r o a d  m e r g e d  
w i t h  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  a n d  Ohio  a n d  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  Newpor t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry Dock Company was a c q u i r e d  by T e n n e c o ,  I n c . ,  a  
T e x a s  c o n g l o m e r a t e .  M a j o r  c h a n g e s  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b a n k i n g  
f i e l d ,  a s  l o c a l  b a n k s  j o i n e d  s t a t e w i d e  h o l d i n g  c o m p a n i e s  o r  m e r g e d  
i n t o  s t a t e w i d e  b a n k s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  ( R o u s e  1 9 6 9 :  9 4 - 9 5 ) ,  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  I n t e r s t a t e  64  l u r e d  b u s i n e s s e s  away f r o m  
t h e  Newpor t  News w a t e r f r o n t .  I n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  
i m p e n d i n g  o b s o l e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  o l d  downtown,  w i t h  i t s  n a r r o w  a n d  
t r a f f i c - c l o g g e d  s t r e e t s ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  r e c e i v e d  new 











e m p h a s i s ,  I n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P e n i n s u l a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y ,  new 
p i e r s  ( B  a n d  C) w e r e  b u i l t  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  
Bay,  w h e r e  d e e p - d r a f t  s h i p s  c o u l d  t i e  u p .  T h i s  was d o n e  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  a t t r a c t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commerce  t o  t h e  c i t y .  The 
V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  c i t y  w o r k e d  t o w a r d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  
P e n i n s u l a  T e r m i n a l s  L t d , ,  a  f a c i l i t y  e q u i p p e d  f o r  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  
c o n t a i n e r i z e d  c a r g o .  The s h i p y a r d  a l s o  e x p a n d e d .  The N o r t h  Y a r d ,  
a  c o m m e r c i a l  s h i p b u i l d i n g  f a c i l i t y  w h e r e  m e r c h a n t  s h i p s  a n d  
t a n k e r s  c o u l d  b e  b u i l t ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  a n  a r e a  o f  f i l l e d  l a n d  
b e t w e e n  5 4 t h  a n d  6 8 t h  S t r e e t s ;  m e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  S o u t h  Yard  was 
d e v o t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  r e p a i r  work  a n d  p r o j  e c  t s  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  t h e  
U, S .  Navy.  The  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News I n d u s t r i a l  
C o r p o r a t i o n  a l s o  h a s  s e r v e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  
p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  f o r  i t  c a p i t a l i z e d  u p o n  t h e  s h i p y a r d ' s  d i v e r s i f i e d  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e s  ( R o u s e  1 9 6 9 :  95-99)  . 

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  m o s t  o f  downtown Newpor t  News' o l d  b u i l d i n g s  
w e r e  r a z e d  t o  make way f o r  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  
i n  J u n e  1 9 7 2  t h e  Newpor t  News C i t y  H a l l  was d e d i c a t e d .  C i t y  
o f f i c i a l s  a l s o  a t t e m p t e d  t o  m o d e r n i z e  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  E a s t  End, 
w h e r e  some 90  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  4 4 , 5 0 0  b l a c k s  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  
1 9 7 5 ;  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e s i d e d  i n  
s o u t h  D e n b i g h ,  A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  R e v i t a l i z a t i o n  P l a n ,  a  
200  u n i t  l o w - r e n t  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  W a l k e r  V i l l a g e  was  b u i l t  
a l o n g  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue .  The  G r e a t e r  S o u t h e a s t  D e v e l o p m e n t  
C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  M e r c h a n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
a s s i s t e d  by  c r e a t i n g  a new s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  a l o n g  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue .  L o c a l  m e r c h a n t s  t o o k  s t e p s  t o  
i m p r o v e  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  a n d  Jama S q u a r e ,  a  communi ty  p a r k  was 
c r e a t e d  a t  2 5 t h  a n d  J e f f e r s o n .  The o l d  W a l t e r  Reed S c h o o l  a l s o  
w a s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  t h e  Wickham Avenue N e i g h b o r h o o d  F a c i l i t y  (Newpor t  
News T i m e s  H e r a l d  1 9 7 8 : l l ;  Rouse  n . d . 1 0 1 - 1 0 2 ;  Brown 1 9 7 2 : 2 2 ) .  A t  
t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  a r e  a b s o r b e d  i n  
how t o  r e v i t a l i z e  downtown Newpor t  News, b r e a t h i n g  new l i f e  i n t o  
o n e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s e a p o r t s .  
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RESEARCH M E T H O D O L O G Y  

D u r i n g  m o s t  o f  1 9 9 0  a  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e - l e v e l  s u r v e y  was  
u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  downtown s e c t i o n  o f  N e w p o r t  News t o  i d e n t i f y  a t  
l e a s t  2 7 5  s t r u c t u r e s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  o l d  ( N o t e :  s i n c e  t h e  
s u r v e y  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  b u i l d i n g s  - w h i c h  s h e l t e r  human a c t i v i t y  - 
a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  - w h i c h  s h e l t e r  o b j e c t s ,  t h e  w o r d  s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  
b e  u s e d  h e r e a f t e r  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  w h o l e  g r o u p  s u r v e y e d ,  f o r  t h e  
s a k e  of  e l i m i n a t i n g  b u l k  i n  t h e  t e x t ) .  A t o t a l  o f  2 9 8  s t r u c t u r e s  
w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d .  The m e t h o d s  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
s t r u c t u r e s  made t h e  s u r v e y  m o r e  i n t e n s i v e  t h a n  a  t y p i c a l  
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o r  w i n d s h i e l d  s u r v e y  i n  w h i c h  a  g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  o f  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  a n d  s t y l e s  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  i s  n o t e d .  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  
s u c h  a s  t h e  w r e c k s  o f  t h e  S . S .  F l o r i d a  a n d  U .S .S .  C u m b e r l a n d  w e r e  
n o t  e v a l u a t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

T h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  b e g a n  w i t h  
b a c k g r o u n d  r e s e a r c h  c o n d u c t e d  a t  t h e  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  t h e  M a r i n e r ' s  
Museum, a n d  t h e  Wes t  Avenue  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
b a c k g r o u n d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  p r o v i d e d  b y  M a r t h a  W .  M c C a r t n e y  
w a s  a n a l y z e d .  

F i e l d  w o r k  b e g a n  w i t h  two  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  o f f e r e d  t o  C i t y  
e m p l o y e e s  a n d  c i t i z e n  v o l u n t e e r s .  The  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  w a s  t a u g h t  
b y  D a v i d  E d w a r d s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  
a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  was  t a u g h t  by  R o b e r t a  R e i d .  B a s i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  f i l l i n g  o u t  B r i e f  S u r v e y  F o r m s  w a s  o f f e r e d .  The  
s u r v e y o r s  w e r e  t h e n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  g r o u p s  a n d  g i v e n  s t r e e t s  t o  
s u r v e y .  The  P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  s u r v e y o r s  on 
t h e i r  f i r s t  d a y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s .  The 
C i t y  s t a f f  a n d  c i t i z e n  v o l u n t e e r s  c o v e r e d  Wes t  A v e n u e ,  H u n t i n g t o n  
A v e n u e ,  a n d  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d .  R o b e r t a  R e i d  
c o v e r e d  a l l  o f  t h e  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s ,  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  Warwick  
B o u l e v a r d ,  r a i l r o a d  p r o p e r t i e s ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  
t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  Company.  

The  a r e a  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  
c o v e r e d  s t r e e t s  b e t w e e n  5 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  R a i l r o a d ,  t h e  J a m e s  
R i v e r ,  a n d  Hampton  R o a d s  ( F i g u r e  4 ) .  S t r u c t u r e s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  
y e a r s  o l d  w e r e  p h o t o g r a p h e d .  A l s o ,  s t r u c t u r e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  W o r l d  War I1 a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  e v e n  i f  
t h e y  w e r e  l e s s  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  o l d .  S t r u c t u r e s  c l e a r l y  l e s s  t h a n  
f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d  w e r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y .  S o m e t i m e s ,  
w i t h o u t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  a  j u d g m e n t  h a d  t o  b e  made  a b o u t  t h e  a g e  o f  
a  s t r u c t u r e .  

The  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Maps w e r e  u s e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  d a t i n g  
o f  s t r u c t u r e s .  Any s t r u c t u r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  p r i o r  t o  1 9 2 6  was  shown 
o n  e a r l y  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Maps .  I f  a  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  n o t  shown o n  
t h e  1 9 1 3  S a n b o r n  Map b u t  a p p e a r e d  on  t h e  n e x t  S a n b o r n  Map p r i n t e d  
i n  1 9 1 9 ,  i t  w a s  g i v e n  a c a .  1 9 1 4  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e .  C i t y  
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D i r e c t o r i e s ,  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  a n d  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  h e l p e d  t o  d a t e  
s t r u c t u r e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  b e t w e e n  1 9 2 6  a n d  1 9 4 0 .  

E a c h  o f  t h e  2 9 8  s t r u c t u r e s  w a s  p h o t o g r a p h e d  u s i n g  a  3 5 m m  
c a m e r a  w i t h  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  f i l m .  More t h a n  9 0 0  p h o t o g r a p h s  w e r e  
t a k e n .  A B r i e f  S u r v e y  Form was  f i l l e d  o u t  u s i n g  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  f o r m .  D w e l l i n g s  w e r e  c a t e g o r i z e d  b y  s t y l e  u s i n g  
V i r g i n i a  & L e e  M c A l e s t e r ' s  A F i e l d  G u i d e  t o  A m e r i c a n  H o u s e s .  ............................... 
C o m m e r c i a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c a t e g o r i z e d  u s i n g  R i c h a r d  
L o n g s t r e t h ' s  The  B u i l d i n g s  o f  Main  S t r e e t :  A G u i d e  To A m e r i c a n  --------------------------------------------- 
C o m m e r c i a l  A r c h i t e c t u r e .  F i l l i n g  o u t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  f o r m  w a s  n o t  ...................... 
r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  some s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  f o r m  
w e r e  i n c l u d e d  v o l u n t a r i l y .  

A s  w o r k  p r o c e e d e d ,  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e x t  w e r e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  
Mary  K a y a s e l c u k  t o  e d i t .  Mary a l s o  p r o v i d e d  g u i d a n c e  i n  t h e  
d e c i s i o n s  n e e d e d  f o r  g r a p h i c s  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n .  P e r i o d i c  p r o g r e s s  
m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  w i t h  K e v i n  W i l k i n s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  f i e l d  s u r v e y ,  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  was  c o n d u c t e d  a t  
t h e  Wes t  A v e n u e  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  t o  g a i n  
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s .  A l s o ,  many 
i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  i n t e r v i e w e d  s o  t h a t  a n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  a r e a  
c o u l d  a d d  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  on f i l e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  2 5  
s t r u c t u r e s  o r  c o m p l e x e s  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  o n e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  
w e r e  c h o s e n  as  d o w n t o w n ' s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  v i s i t s  w e r e  made  t o  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
p r o p e r t i e s  t o  o b t a i n  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p h o t o g r a p h i c  c o v e r a g e  a n d  
a d d i t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  

The  i n t e n s i v e  s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  t h e  2 5  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  p r o v i d e s  e n o u g h  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s '  E v a l u a t i o n  Team t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a n y  o f  
t h e  g r o u p  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .  ( B i b l i o g r a p h i c  
d a t a  f o r  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  
S i g n i f i c a n c e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  I n t e n s i v e  S u r v e y  F o r m s  may b e  f o u n d  
o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  e a c h  f o r m . )  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  s t u d y  
p r o v i d e s  e n o u g h  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  g u i d e  p o s s i b l e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
p l a n n i n g .  D a v i d  E d w a r d s  t r a v e l e d  t o  N e w p o r t  News t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  
c h o i c e  o f  t h e  2 5  p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

A f t e r  t h e  f i e l d  w o r k  was  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e  C i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
P l a n n i n g  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  s t a f f  d e v e l o p e d  a s u r v e y  f o r m  o n  
c o m p u t e r  u s i n g  W o r d P e r f e c t  s o f t w a r e  a n d  t h e n  t y p e d  b o t h  f r o n t  a n d  
b a c k  o f  a l l  b r i e f  s u r v e y  f o r m s .  The  P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  a l s o  
u s e d  W o r d P e r f e c t  5 . 0  t o  t y p e  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  
t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S i g n i f i c a n c e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  I n t e n s i v e  F o r m s  f o r  
t h e  2 5  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p e r t i e s .  The  C i t y  p r o v i d e d  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  maps  a n d  p r i n t e d  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  

DATA LIMITATIONS 

The  d a t a  l i m i t a t i o n s  on  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w e r e  e n o r m o u s .  The  
g r e a t e s t  l i m i t a t i o n  came f r o m  t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  



D r y d o c k  Company who a d a m a n t l y  r e f u s e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  
a n d  r e f u s e d  a c c e s s  t o  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  
b u i l d i n g s .  P h o n e  c a l l s  f r o m  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  C i t y  s t a f f  a n d  
c i t i z e n s  f a i l e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  S h i p y a r d  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  h i s t o r y .  
When t h e  P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  b u i l d i n g s  
f r o m  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  f e n c e d  a r e a  e n c l o s i n g  t h e  S h i p y a r d ,  s h e  was  
d e t a i n e d  b y  N a v a l  S e c u r i t y  f o r  s u s p i c i o n  o f  v i o l a t i n g  e s p i o n a g e  
l a w s .  The  S h i p y a r d  e v e n  r e f u s e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i . r  N a v a l  h o u s i n g  
u n i t ,  H u n t i n g t o n  H a l l ,  a  l o c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e  known p r e v i o u s l y  a s  N e w p o r t  News H i g h  S c h o o l .  

Owner s  o f  some o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  
r e f u s e d  a c c e s s  b o t h  t o  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  a n y  d o c u m e n t s  a b o u t  
t h o s e  b u i l d i n g s .  ( I n d i v i d u a l  s u r v e y  f o r m s  s t a t e  w h e t h e r  a c c e s s  
w a s  d e n i e d . )  I t  s o m e t i m e s  t o o k  a  d o z e n  p h o n e  c a l l s  t o  g a i n  
a c c e s s  t o  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s .  Many o w n e r s  s e e m e d  a n g r y  a n d  
s u s p i c i o ~ l s  a t  f i r s t ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  
w i t h  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o r  r a i s i n g  t a x e s  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  m o s t  came t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  d o c u m e n t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a  u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  n u m b e r  o f  p r o p e r t i e s  owned 
f o r  i n c o m e - p r o d u c i n g  p u r p o s e s  i n  t h e  down town  s t u d y  a r e a .  Mos t  
o f  t h o s e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  h a d  n o t  owned . t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  v e r y  
l o n g  a n d  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  

D a t a  l i m i t a t i o n s  w i t h i n  C i t y  d e , p a r t m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  a  l a c k  o f  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  a  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  o f f e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  C i t y - o w n e d  b u i l d i n g s  p l a n n e d  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n .  A l l  b u i l d i n g  
p e r m i t s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 6 9  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  when t h e  s y s t e m  w a s  
c o m p u t e r i z e d .  O d d l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  r e c o r d s  a v a i l a b l e  a b o u t  t h e  
C i t y - o w n e d  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  Armory .  S i n c e  t h e  f o r m e r  A m t r a k  t i c k e t  
o f f i c e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  C i t y  P l a n n i n g  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  
D e p a r t m e n t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 4 3 ,  i t  w a s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  s t u d y .  

T h e  C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  f o r  N e w p o r t  News p o s e d  some a d d i t i o n a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  P r i o r  t o  1 9 2 0  t h e  d i r e c t o r i e s  w e r e  n o t  i n d e x e d  b y  
s t r e e t ;  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  n a m e s  o f  f i r s t  o w n e r s  o f  p r o p e r t i e s  w a s  
i m p o s s i b l e  ( t r a c i n g  d e e d s  a t  t h e  C o u r t h o u s e  was  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  
s c o p e  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  was  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  
C i t y  D i r e c t o r y  o f t e n  l a g g e d  a s  much a s  f i v e  y e a r s  b e h i n d  a 
b u i l d i n g ' s  known c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e .  

No r a i l r o a d  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  d r a w n  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  
5 0 t h  S t r e e t  on t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Maps .  CSX d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  
r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  f i l e s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e i r  
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  The  C & O  Museum h a s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  N e w p o r t  News r a i l r o a d  b u i l d i n g s  b u t  a  t r i p  t o  
C l i f t o n  F o r g e  was  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

O n l y  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  was  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  M a r i n e r ' s  Museum 
a r c h i v e s  w h i c h  was  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  d u r i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a 
new r o o f i n g  s y s t e m .  
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The  2 9 8  b u i l d i n g s  s u r v e y e d  f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  s u r v e y  g a v e  a  s u r p r i s i n g  a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
c i t y ' s  e v o l u t i o n .  The a r e a  i s  s o  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  
i m a g i n e  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  downtown t h a t  o n c e  w a s .  H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  w i t h  
s o  many b u i l d i n g s  g o n e ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  w h e r e  p e o p l e  
l i v e d ,  w o r k e d ,  s h o p p e d ,  a n d  w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d .  

The  p r o j e c t  a r e a  ( F i g u r e  5 )  c o n t a i n s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c o r e  o f  
N e w p o r t  News'  downtown ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 s .  The 
p r o j e c t  a r e a  a p p e a r s  i n d u s t r i a l ;  i t  i s  b o u n d e d  on  t h e  s o u t h  b y  t h e  
CSX r a i l r o a d  ( f o r m a l l y  C &  0  R a i l w a y )  a n d  t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  
A u t h o r i t y ,  on  t h e  e a s t  b y  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  w e s t  by  
t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  Company. Even p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a ' s  c e n t e r  a n d  e a s t e r n  e d g e  a r e  owned b y  t h e  
S h i p y a r d .  

The  o r i g i n a l  downtown ,  a t  1 7 t h  a n d  1 8 t h  S t r e e t s  ( l a t e r  known 
a s  H e l l ' s  H a l f  A c r e )  no  l o n g e r  e x i s t s .  A s  d e v e l o p m e n t  
p r o g r e s s e d ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  downtown moved n o r t h ,  e a s t ,  a n d  w e s t .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  " H e l l ' s  H a l f  A c r e , "  o t h e r  p e c u l i a r  names  s u c h  a s  
S t a b l e  Row, W h i s k e y  Row, a n d  B o s s '  R o w w e r e  o f t e n  a s s o . c i a t e d  w i t h  
p a r t i c u l a r  b l o c k s .  From B o s s '  Row a t  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  a  t w o - h o r s e  b u s  
c a l l e d  t h e  " B r a i n  Wagon" t r a n s p o r t e d  S h i p y a r d  f o r e m e n  t o  a n d  f r o m  
t h e i r  w o r k  ( E v a n s :  5 ) .  The E a s t  End ( n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y )  r e t a i n e d  a  somewha t  s e p a r a t e  
i d e n t i t y  w i t h  i t s  s e g r e g a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  downtown b y  a n  
e x t e n s i v e  n e t w o r k  o f  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  A s  l a t e  a s  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s ,  
a  t h r i v i n g  m e t r o p o l i s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a ,  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  
a r e a  b o u n d e d  b y  Wes t  A v e n u e ,  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d ,  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  
3 9 t h  S t r e e t .  

T o d a y ,  downtown N e w p o r t  News i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  s c a t t e r e d  
p o c k e t s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  
v a c a n t  l o t s  a n d  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  l o t s .  D w e l l i n g s  w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y  
s h a r e d  downtown w i t h  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n  s i d e  o r  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s ,  now f r i n g e  t h e  p r o j e c t  
a r e a ' s  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t  b o u n d a r i e s .  D w e l l i n g s  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  two- 
s t o r y ,  w e a t h e r b o a r d  h o u s e s  w i t h  a  s i d e  h a l l  p l a n ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  a n d  
windows  w i t h  e i t h e r  1 / 1  o r  2 / 2  s a s h .  Mos t  o f  t h e  d w e l l i n g s  h a v e  
a l u m i n u m  s i d i n g ,  a s b e s t o s  s h i n g l e s ,  o r  a s p h a l t  c o v e r i n g  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  w e a t h e r b o a r d .  A h i n t  o f  o r i g i n a l  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  i s  
s o m e t i m e s  shown i n  t h e  p e a k  o f  t h e  g a b l e  w h e r e  V i c t o r i a n  
g i n g e r b r e a d  was  s a v e d .  The o l d e s t  d w e l l i n g  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a  
i s  l o c a t e d  a t  131  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ;  t h e  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  h a s  
b e e n  a l m o s t  s w a l l o w e d  up  w i t h  a  c o m m e r c i a l  a d d i t i o n  o n  t h e  f r o n t .  
T h e  d w e l l i n g  a p p e a r e d  on  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Map f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  i n  1 8 8 9 .  A l l  o f  t h e  f r a m e  r o w h o u s e s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
N e w p o r t  News a r e  g o n e ;  o n l y  two g r o u p s  o f  b r i c k  r o w h o u s e s  r e m a i n :  
t h o s e  a t  3 1 5 - 3 2 1  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  ( c a .  1 8 9 8 )  a n d  t h o s e  a t  66 -78  3 3 r d  
S t r e e t  ( c a .  1 9 1 8 ) .  

G o v e r n m e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C i t y  H a l l ,  a  p o l i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  
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t h e  o l d  C o u r t  H o u s e ,  a  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  C i t y  C o u r t s  
B u i l d i n g ,  a n d  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  a n d  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  b u i l d i n g ,  l i e  
n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  downtown ,  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  V i r g i n i a  
P o r t  A u t h o r i t y  p r o p e r t y ,  They  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  P o r t  
A u t h o r i t y ' s  p r o p e r t y  b y  t h e  l a s t  w a r e h o u s e  row i n  t h e  c i t y .  F i v e  
m u l t i - s t o r y  b a n k  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
o f f i c e s ,  The V i c t o r y  A r c h ,  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  P o r t  o f  E m b a r k a t i o n  
d u r i n g  W o r l d  War I a n d  W o r l d  War 11, i s  s i t e d  j u s t  w e s t  o f  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  c o m p l e x ;  i t  f o r m s  a n  e a s t e r n  e d g e  t o  a  m i x t u r e  o f  
v a c a n t  p r o p e r t y  a n d  m o d e r n  w a r e h o u s e s  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r .  

H i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  downtown a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  f l i g h t  t o  t h e  s u b u r b s  ( m o s t l y  t o  D e n b i g h ,  n o r t h w e s t  
o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a ) .  T h e r e  i s  a  m i x t u r e  o f  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  
r e m o d e l i n g s ,  v a c a n c i e s ,  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  a l t e r n a t e  u s e s .  
Many h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  c o v e r e d  w i t h  v a r i o u s  
c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  m a t e r i a l s ;  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  t h a t  
d e f i n e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  h a v e  b e e n  e i t h e r  h i d d e n  o r  r e m o v e d .  U n a b l e  
t o  a t t r a c t  d e s i r a b l e  t e n a n t s ,  some o w n e r s  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  b o a r d  
t h e i r  v a c a n t  b u i l d i n g s .  O t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  c o n t a i n  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e s  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  k e e p  a n  c o n t i n u o u s  o c c u p a n c y .  

R e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  w e a l t h  t h a t  r e s i d e d  downtown a r e  v i s i b l e  i n  
s e v e r a l  g r a n d  h o u s e s  a l o n g  Wes t  Avenue  a n d  o n  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  
n e a r  t h e  o l d  R i v e r s i d e  H o s p i t a l .  The  a r e a  b e t w e e n  West  Avenue  
a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  c o n t a i n s  a  l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  
m i x e d  w i t h  some s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  t h a t  a l l  h a v e  i m p r e s s i v e  
v i e w s  o f  t h e  w a t e r .  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  o n c e  t h e  c i t y ' s  
f a s h i o n a b l e  s h o p p i n g  a n d  b a n k i n g  d i s t r i c t ,  i s  a  b r o k e n  m i x  o f  
e m p t y  l o t s ,  s h o r t - o r d e r  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  s t o r e s  c a t e r i n g  t o  
S h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s  o r  s e a m e n  ( F i g u r e  6 ) .  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  w h i c h  
o n c e  c o n t a i n e d  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  r o w ,  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  f e e d  s t o r e s ,  
a n d  t h e  c i t y ' s  l a r g e  Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l ,  now i s  made up  o f  
Navy h o u s i n g  ( i n  t h e  o l d  h i g h  s c h o o l ) ,  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  a n d  some 
i n d u s t r i a l  u s e s  i n  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s .  The b l o c k  b e t w e e n  4 8 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  4 9 t h  S t r e e t  i s  a l m o s t  f i l l e d  w i t h  d w e l l i n g s :  a n  
e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  downtown u s e d  t o  l o o k  l i k e .  
Warwick  B o u l e v a r d ,  n e x t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  c o n t a i n s  l a r g e ,  
o l d e r  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  on i t s  s o u t h e r n  e n d  a n d  a f a i r l y  
i n t a c t  g r o u p i n g  o f  d w e l l i n g s  on  i t s  n o r t h e r n  e n d .  A l t h o u g h  i t  
h a s  s u f f e r e d  some p o c k e t s  o f  d e m o l i t i o n ,  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  h a s  
p r o b a b l y  c h a n g e d  t h e  l e a s t  o f  c i t y  s t r e e t s  s i n c e  i t  h a s  a l w a y s  
h a d  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  c h a r a c t e r .  All b u t  two o f  t h e  d w e l l i n g s  t h a t  
w e r e  m i x e d  i n  w i t h  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  a n d  s o u t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  
Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  h a v e  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  

S i x  downtown c h u r c h e s  h a v e  managed  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  
s o  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  s t r u c t u r e s .  The c h u r c h e s  
a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a  a n d  a l l  b u t  o n e  ( t h a t  c l o s e d  
i n  1 9 8 9 )  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  e x i s t .  F i v e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  o u t s t a n d i n g ;  t h e  s i x t h  h a s  b e e n  r e b u i l t  
e x t e n s i v e l y  a n d  r e t a i n s  l i t t l e  h i s t o r i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f a b r i c .  

The  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  Company c o n t a i n s  
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some o f  t h e  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  I t s  o r i g i n a l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  a n d  some o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  s h o p s ,  f o u n d r y ,  
a n d  j o i n e r  s h o p s  d a t e  t o  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  a n d  1 8 9 0 s ;  t h e y  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  b e t w e e n  3 5 t h  a n d  
4 5 t h  S t r e e t s ;  a n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p i n g  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  
b o u n d e d  b y  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  3 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  a n d  
42nd  S t r e e t .  H o w e v e r ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  c o u l d  b e  s u r v e y e d  
b e c a u s e  o f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  S h i p y a r d  r e f u s e d  a c c e s s  t o  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  
S h i p y a r d  p r o p e r t y .  They  e v e n  r e f u s e d  t o  a l l o w  p h o t o g r a p h s  t o  b e  
t a k e n .  They  o f f e r e d  n o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  
r e s o u r c e s .  
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T h i s  i n v e n t o r y  c l a s s i f i e s  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  by  a d d r e s s ,  
b u i l d i n g  t y p e ,  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  f i l e  n u m b e r .  
The i n v e n t o r y  g i v e s  a  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o r  s t r u c t u r e s  
r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  downtown s t u d y  a r e a  t h a t  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  more  
t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  o l d  ( b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  W W I I  
p u r p o s e s  may a l s o  b e  i n c l u d e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  50 
y e a r s  o l d ) .  A b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  b l o c k  i s  
i n c l u d e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  r e a d e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s e t t i n g .  The  n a m e s  i n  
p a r e n t h e s e s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s t r e e t  a d d r e s s  a r e  h i s t o r i c  n a m e s  
( m e a n i n g  f i r s t  o w n e r ,  l o n g - t e r m  o w n e r ,  o r  p r o m i n e n t  n a m e ) .  

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  i n v e n t o r y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
d e f i n i t i o n s  a p p l y  t o  b u i l d i n g  t y p e .  An i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  o n e  
t h a t  h a n d l e s  m a t e r i a l  f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  i s  a l s o  u s e d  a s  a  
w a r e h o u s e .  A w a r e h o u s e  i s  u s e d  s t r i c t l y  f o r  s t o r a g e .  A 
c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  u s e d  m a i n l y  f o r  r e t a i l  p u r p o s e s  a n d  c o u l d  
c o n t a i n  o f f i c e s .  An o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  m a i n l y  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  
p r o v i d i n g  a  s e r v i c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s e l l i n g  a  p r o d u c t .  A d w e l l i n g  
h o u s e s  o n e  o r  two f a m i l i e s .  An a p a r t m e n t  w a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  m u l t i - f a m i l y  u s e .  Rowhouses  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
f r o m  d w e l l i n g s  b y  t h e i r  p a r t y  w a l l s .  A t o w n h o u s e  ( u s i n g  h i s t o r i c  
t e r m s )  l o o k s  l i k e  a  r o w h o u s e  w i t h  i t s  s h e d  o r  f l a t  r o o f  a n d  s i d e  
h a l l  b u t  i s  n o t  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  h o u s e  n e x t  d o o r  ( a  m o d e r n  
a t t a c h e d  b u i l d i n g  i s  o f t e n  c a l l e d  a  t o w n h o u s e ) .  F i l e  n u m b e r s  w e r e  
a s s i g n e d  b y  s t r e e t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  p r e v i o u s l y - i d e n t i f i e d  
b u i l d i n g s  a l r e a d y  on f i l e  a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  
R e s o u r c e s .  

ADDRESS ----- BUILDING TYPE 
------I_ ---- D H R  F ILE#  -- ---- 

NUMBERED STREETS 

2 3 r d  S t r e e t  - The N o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  was  d e m o l i s h e d  t o  
make way f o r  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  c o m p l e x  a n d  t h e  1 -664  e n t r a n c e  r a m p .  
The  2 0 0  b l o c k  o f  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  d e v e l o p e d  b e f o r e  
t h e  1 0 0  b l o c k  a n d  b y  1 9 0 7  was  f i l l e d  w i t h  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r s ,  b e e r  
d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  d r e s s e d  m e a t  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  c o l d  s t o r a g e  c o m p a n i e s .  
1 1 0  i n d u s t r i a l  121 -62  



a 1 2  
1 1 4  
1 1 8 - 1 2 0  
1 2 2  
1 2 8  (S.W. H o l t  & Co. )  
208 -216  ( H . B .  W a l k e r ' s  S o n s )  
2 2 2  ( N e l s o n  M o r r i s  & C o . M e a t s )  
2 2 6  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  

i n d u s t r i a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  
i n d u s  t r . i a l  

2 4 t h  S t r e e t  - No b u i l d i n g s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  o l d  w e r e  f o u n d  
f r o n t i n g  t h i s  s t r e e t .  Mos t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  on  t h i s  s t r e e t  w e r e  
d e m o l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  c o m p l e x  a n d  t h e  
1 - 6 6 4  e n t r a n c e  r a m p .  The  C a s i n o  a n d  p a r k  a s s o c i a t e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
w i t h  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h i s  s t r e e t  up  
t o  3 1 s t  s t r e e t  b e t w e e n  West  Avenue  a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  

2 5 t h  S t r e e t  - Most  b u i l d i n g s  more  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  o l d  w e r e  
d e m o l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  c o m p l e x ,  c o u r t s  b u i l d i n g ,  b a n k ,  a n d  
o l d  c o u r t  h o u s e .  The V i c t o r y  A r c h ,  a l t h o u g h  c o n s i d e r e d  a  l o c a l  
l a n d m a r k ,  d o e s  n o t  m e e t  t h e  5 0 - y e a r  o r  W W I I  c u t - o f f  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  s i n c e  i t  was r e c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 6 2 .  The  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
V i c t o r y  A r c h  i s  n o t  u s e d  f o r  t r a f f i c ;  WWI a n d  W W I I  t r o o p s  m a r c h e d  
f r o m  R i v e r  R o a d ,  up  t h i s  s t r e e t ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  V i c t o r y  A r c h .  
A t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  i s  P i e r  A w h e r e  t u g s  now d o c k  b u t  
w h e r e  p r o d u c e  was  h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e l i v e r e d .  The  400  b l o c k  o f  2 5 t h  
S t r e e t  h a s  become  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  N e w p o r t  News M a r i n e  
T e r m i n a l .  
1 0 1  ( P o s t  O f f i c e  a n d  Cus tom H o u s e )  f e d e r a l  121 -36  
3 1 7  w a r e h o u s e  1 2 1 - 6 3  
3 2 3  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 6 3  

2 6 t h  S t r e e t  - No b u i l d i n g s  more  t h a n  5 8  y e a r s  o l d  w e r e  f o u n d  
f r o n t i n g  t h i s  s t r e e t .  ( N o t e :  t h e  a d d r e s s  f o r  t h e  P o s t  
O f f i c e / C o u r t  House  i s  1 0 1  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  c o v e r s  2 5 t h  
t o  2 6 t h  S t r e e t s . )  B u i l d i n g s  w e r e  d e m o l i s h e d  o n  t h i s  s t r e e t  f o r  
s u c h  p r o j e c t s  a s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  R i v e r  P a r k  Tower a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  " S u p e r  B l o c k , "  F i r s t  & M e r c h a n t ' s  Bank  ( S o v r a n )  , 
S e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  1 - 6 6 4  e x i t  r a m p .  

2 7 t h  S t r e e t  - No b u i l d i n g s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  o l d  w e r e  f o u n d  
f r o n t i n g  t h i s  s t r e e t .  B u i l d i n g s  w e r e  d e m o l i s h e d  o n  t h i s  s t r e e t  
f o r  p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  " S u p e r  B l o c k . "  N e w p o r t  
Tower  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g ,  Bank o f  Hamp t o n  R o a d s  ( C e n t r a l  
F i d e l i t y ) ,  t h e  W i l b e r n  B u i l d i n g ,  a n d  S e a r s .  The  w e s t e r n  e n d  o f  
t h i s  s t r e e t  i n c l u d e s  a p o r t i o n  o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  N e w p o r t  P a r k .  

2 8 t h  S t r e e t  - An i m p o r t a n t  s i d e - s t r e e t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  s t r e e t  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  s e v e r a l  
p e r i o d s  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The  0 0  b l o c k  w a s  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  u n t i l  
t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 s  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 s .  B u i l d i n g s  w e r e  d e m o l i s h e d  f o r  
p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  a  s e r i e s  o f  new t o w n h o u s e s ,  t h e  " S u p e r  B l o c k , "  
a n d  t h e  r e d e s i g n e d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  O v e r p a s s .  
8 3  ( H o l l a n d  A p a r t m e n t s )  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  1 2 1 - 6 4  
1 3  1 d w e l l i n g / c o m m e r s i a l  121 -64  



1 3 3  ( R o y a l 1  B u i l d i n g )  
2 2 3  
2 2 5  
2 3 3  

o f f  i c e  b u i l d i n g  121-64  
c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 6 4  
c o m m e r c i a l  121 -64  
c o m m e r c i a l  121 -64  

2 9 t h  S t r e e t  - Most  b u i l d i n g s  f r o n t i n g  t h i s  s t r e e t  w e r e  d e m o l i s h e d  
f o r  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s u c h  n e w e r  b u i l d i n g s  a s  
S t e e l w o r k e r s  H a l l ,  J u l i u s  Conn Gymnas ium,  a n d  a  f i r e  s t a t i o n .  
75 -85  S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e ,  O , P , Q , R , S , T )  3  a p t .  b l d g s .  121 -65  
9 1 o f f  i c e / d w e l l i n g  121 -65  
1 1 9  ( F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h )  c h u r c h  1 2 1 - 3 1  
2 2 3  ( F e m a l e  S e m i n a r y )  s c h o o l / b o a r d i n g  121-65  
2 2 8  ( T r i n i t y  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )  c h u r c h  1 2 1 - 6 5  

30th S t r e e t  - The 1 0 0  a n d  200  b l o c k s  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  d e m o l i t i o n  
f o r  r e d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  3 0 0  b l o c k  i s  t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  a n d  
s t a d i u m  o f  N e w p o r t  News H i g h  S c h o o l .  
74-80  ( S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e ,  L , K , M , N )  2  a p t .  b l d g s .  1 2 1 - 6 6  
75-85  ( S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e ,  E , F , G , H , I , J )  6  a p t .  b l d g s .  121-66  
8 2  ( W a t e r v i e w  B u i l d i n g )  a p a r t m e n t s  121 -66  
8 7  ( S k e e t e r  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121-66  
9 1  (Mahone H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -66  
99  ( S t .  D e n n i s  A p a r t m e n t s )  a p a r t m e n t s  121-66  
2 1 3  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -66  
3 0 0  b l o c k ,  s o u t h  s i d e  commerc i a l  121-66  
413-417  (Harwood  a n d  C u r t i s )  i n d u s t r i a l  121 -66  
4 1 8  c o m m e r c i a l  121-66  

3 1 s t  S t r e e t  - The 1 0 0  a n d  300  b l o c k s  o f  t h i s  s t r e e t  n o  l o n g e r  
e x i s t  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S i g n e t  Bank  a n d  Newpor t  News 
H i g h  S c h o o l .  The  p r o p e r t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  
D r y d o c k  Company b e g i n s  on  f i l l e d  l a n d  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e d g e  o f  t h i s  
s t r e e t .  
8 0 - 8 6  ( S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e ,  A,B,C,D) 4 a p t .  b l d g s .  121 -67  
8 1  ( T a b b  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -67  
8 3  ( C l i f t o n  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -67  
85 ( E d g e w a t e r  B u i l d i n g )  a p a r t m e n t s  121 -67  
9  0  d w e l l i n g  121 -67  
96  ( H a y s  B u i l d i n g )  a p a r t m e n t s  121-67  
2 1 5  d w e l l i n g  121 -67  

32nd  S t r e e t  - The 0 0  b l o c k  o f  t h i s  s t r e e t  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  w e r e  
t h e  f i r s t  d e v e l o p e d  o f  t h e  C a s i n o  P a r k  a r e a  b e t w e e n  Wes t  Avenue  
a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  The  1 0 0  a n d  200  b l o c k s  c o n t a i n  m o s t l y  
p a r k i n g  l o t s  ( t h e  200  b l o c k  w a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  J o h n  D a n i e l  
S c h o o l ) .  The  300 b l o c k  i s  t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  a n d  s t a d i u m  o f  
N e w p o r t  News H i g h  S c h o o l .  
8 4  ( N e l s o n  A p a r t m e n t s )  a p a r t m e n t s  121 -68  
8 9 d w e l l i n g  121-68  
9 2  ( W e s t m i n i s t e r  A p a r t m e n t s )  a p a r t m e n t s  121 -68  
94  a p a r t m e n t  s 121 -68  
9 5  ( H u d g i n s  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -68  
2 1 1  (YMCA)  r e c r e a t i o n  121 -68  
2 1 5  ( F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h )  c h u r c h  1 2 1 - 6 8  



3 3 1  ( O . J .  B r i t t i n g h a m )  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 6 8  

3 3 r d  S t r e e t  - The 0 0  b l o c k  o f  t h i s  s t r e e t  a n d  32nd  S t r e e t  w e r e  
t h e  f i r s t  d e v e l o p e d  o f  t h e  C a s i n o  P a r k  a r e a  b e t w e e n  West  Avenue  
a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  
Company b u i l d i n g s  c o v e r  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  00  b l o c k  o f  t h i s  
s t r e e t .  The  1 0 0  b l o c k  a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  4 0 0  b l o c k  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  
h a v e  b e e n  c l e a r e d  f o r  p a r k i n , g  l o t s .  N o t e :  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s c h o o l  
o f  P e n i n s u l a  C a t h o l i c  H i g h  S c h o o l  i s  on  t h i s  s t r e e t  b u t  t h e  
a d d r e s s  i s  l i s t e d  a s  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  
66-78  ( W e l l f o r d  Row) r o w h o u s e s  1 2 1 - 6 9  
1 0 0  (L ipman  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -69  
2 1 5  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 6 9  
216  d w e l l i n g / c o m m e r c i a l  121-69  
2 1 8  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 6 9  
2 2 0  d w e l l i n g  121 -69  
2  2 2  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 6 9  
2 3 6  ( S t .  V i n c e n t  D e P a u l  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h )  c h u r c h  121-32  
3 0 0  b l o c k ,  s o u t h  s i d e  w a r e h o u s e  1 2 1 - 6 9  
3 1 5  t o w n h o u s e  121-69  
3 1 7  t o w n h o u s e  121 -69  
3 1 9 - 3 2 1  r o w h o u s e  121-69  
3 2 3 - 2 5  r o w h o u s e  1 2 1 - 6 9  

3 4 t h  S t r e e t  - The 0 0  b l o c k  o f  t h i s  s t r e e t  c o n t a i n s  S h i p y a r d  
b u i l d i n g s  ( f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  n o r t h  t h e r e  i s  n o  0 0  b l o c k  o f  n u m b e r e d  
s t r e e t s ) .  The  1 0 0  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  e i t h e r  v a c a n t  l o t s  o r  p a r k i n g  
l o t s .  The  3 0 0  a n d  4 0 0  b l o c k s  c o n t a i n  r a m p s  f o r  t h e  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  
O v e r p a s s .  The h o u s e s  t h a t  o n c e  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  1 0 0  b l o c k  o f  3 4 t h  
S t r e e t  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a s  a  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i n  1 9 8 4 .  The  r e q u e s t  w a s  d e n i e d ;  a l l  b u t  o n e  
o f  t h e  h o u s e s  h a v e  s i n c e  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  
1 2 0  d w e l l i n g  121-47  
214-218  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 7 0  
2 2 1  ( S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h )  c h u r c h  121-70  
2 2 2  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -70  
3 1 4  d w e l l i n g  121-70  
3 1 6  d w e l l i n g  121 -70  
3 3 2  ( P e n i n s u l a  C a t h o l i c  H i g h  S c h o o l )  s c h o o l  121 -70  

3 5 t h  S t r e e t  - The s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  PO0 b l o c k  i s  a  g r a s s y  v a c a n t  
l o t  ( t h e r e  i s  n o  1 0 0  b l o c k  o f  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  n o r t h  o f  3 5 t h  
S t r e e t ) .  The  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  3 0 0  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  t h e  e x i t  r a m p  
f o r  1 - 6 6 4 .  
1 0 0  b l o c k ,  n o r t h  s i d e  ( P e r k i n ' s  C o u r t 1 6  a p t .  b l d g s e *  1 2 1 - 7 1  
208  ( K o s s u t h  A p a r t m e n t s )  a p a r t m e n t s  121 -71  
2 1 3  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 1  
2 1 5  d w e l l i n g  121 -71  
2 1 7  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 1  
3 3 1  ( M e n o n i t e  M a r k e t )  c o m m e r c i a l / r e s i d e n t i a l  1 2 1 - 7 1  
4 0 8  i n d u s t r i a l  1 2 1 - 7 1  
*The a p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  
w e r e  b e i n g  d e m o l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t .  



3 6 t h  S t r e e t  - Many b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  200  a n d  3 0 0  b l o c k s  h a v e  b e e n  
d e m o l i s h e d  f o r  a  S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g  a n d  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g .  The  4 0 0  
b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  p o w e r  l i n e s .  
2 1 8  ( D o m e n i c o  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  
316-318  ( B u c l o s k y / G i l p i n )  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  
3  1 7  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  
3 1 9  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  
3 2 1  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  
3 2 5  d w e l l i n g  121-72  
3 2 7  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  
3  3  3  d w e l l i n g  121-72  
3 3 1  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  
3 3 7  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  
3 3 9  d w e l l i n g  121 -72  

3 7 t h  S t r e e t  - A l l  b u t  two h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  200-300  
b l o c k s  h a v e  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d  f o r  a  S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g  a n d  S h i p y a r d  
p a r k i n g .  The  4 0 0  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  p o w e r  l i n e s  a n d  S h i p y a r d  
w a r e h o u s e s .  
3 1 4  
3 1 6  

d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 3  
d w e l l i n g  121 -73  

3 8 t h  S t r e e t  t h r o u g h  4 4 t h  S t r e e t  - n o  b u i l d i n g s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  
o f  a g e  f r o n t  t h e s e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  some o f  t h e  
S h i p y a r d ' s  b u i l d i n g s  d e s c r i b e d  e l s e w h e r e .  T h e s e  s t r e e t s  a r e  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  n u m e r o u s  S h i p y a r d  
b u i l d i n g s ,  a  r a i l r o a d  s p u r  r u n n i n g  f r o m  t h e  CSX t r a c k s  w e s t ,  a n d  
t h e  3 9 t h  S t r e e t  O v e r p a s s .  

4 5 t h  S t r e e t  - T h i s  s t r e e t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  3 8 t h  t h r o u g h  4 4 t h  S t r e e t  
e x c e p t  t h a t  3  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  
2 2 3  d w e l l i n g  121 -74  
2 2 5  d w e l l i n g  121-74  
4 1 9  i n d u s t r i a l  121 -74  

4 6 t h  S t r e e t  - The 200  b l o c k  o f  t h i s  s t r e e t  c o n t a i n s  S h i p y a r d  
p a r k i n g  l o t s .  The  3 0 0  b l o c k  was  r e m o v e d  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
t h e  S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  S c h o o l ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  The  4 0 0  
b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  n e w e r  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  two 
d w e l l i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  b u s i n e s s .  
4 1 3  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 5  
417  d w e l l i n g  121 -75  

4 7 t h  S t r e e t  - S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  e n g u l f s  t h r e e  o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s  i n  
t h e  200  b l o c k  o f  t h i s  s t r e e t .  The  3 0 0  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  new 
t o w n h o u s e s  a n d  t h e  v a c a n t  l o t  w h e r e  t h e  S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  S c h o o l  
s t o o d .  One d w e l l i n g  i s  i n  t h e  4 0 0  b l o c k .  
2 2 1  d w e l l i n g  121 -76  
2 2 2  d w e l l i n g  121 -76  
2 2 4  d w e l l i n g  121 -76  
4 1 1  d w e l l i n g  121-76  

4 8 t h  S t r e e t  - One o l d  d w e l l i n g  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  
i n  t h e  2 0 0  b l o c k  o f  t h i s  s t r e e t .  The  3 0 0  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  o l d e r  



d w e l l i n g s  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  a n d  new t o w n h o u s e s  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  

T h e r e  a r e  v a c a n t  l o t s  n e x t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  t h e  4 0 0  b l o c k .  
2  2  3  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3  1 3  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3  1 7  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3 1 9  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3 2 3  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3 2 7  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3 2 9  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3 3 3  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3 3 7  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  
3 4 1  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 7  

4 9 t h  S t r e e t  - T h r e e  o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  by  S h i p y a r d  
p a r k i n g  i n  t h e  2 0 0  b l o c k  o f  t h i s  s t r e e t .  The  3 0 0  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  
new t o w n h o u s e s  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  a n d  o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s  on  t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e .  F o u r  o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  i n  t h e  4 0 0  b l o c k .  
2 1 0  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
2 1 6  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
2 2 0  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3  1 2  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3 1 6  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3 2 0  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3 2 2  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3  24  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3 2 8  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3 3 2  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3  3  6  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3 3 7  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3 3 8  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
3 3 9  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
4 1 1  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
4  15 d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
4 1 7  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  
4 1 9  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 8  

5 0 t h  S t r e e t  - The n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  2 0 0  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s i d e  
e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  R i v e r s i d e  H o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  c o n t a i n s  two o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s  s u r r o u n d e d  by  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g .  

The  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  3 0 0  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  N o r t h  End H i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t  d w e l l i n g s  ( o u t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e a ) ;  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  
c o n t a i n s  new t o w n h o u s e s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  o n e  o l d e r  d w e l l i n g .  

The  4 0 0  b l o c k  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  b e c o m e s  S h i p y a r d  p r o p e r t y .  
2  2 0  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 9  
2 0 0  b l o c k ,  s o u t h  s i d e  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 9  
3 3 8  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 7 9  

5 1 s t  S t r e e t  - The a r e a  n o r t h  o f  5 0 t h  S t r e e t  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  
a r e a  s i n c e  i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s u r v e y e d  f o r  t h e  N o r t h  End 
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  2 0 0  b l o c k  o f  5 1 s t  S t r e e t  w a s  n o t  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  b e c a u s e  o f  m o d e r n  i n t r u s i o n s  a n d  t h u s  



h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y .  
2 3 1  d w e l l i n g  121 -85  

HARBOR ROAD OR RIVER ROAD - T h i s  r o a d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r a n  p a r a l l e l  
t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  B u i l d i n g s  r e m a i n i n g  on  t h i s  r o a d  
i n c l u d e  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  ( c o n s t r u c t e d  1 9 4 3 ;  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  
s t u d y ) ,  F i r e  S t a t i o n  # 4 ,  a n d  t h e  Pump H o u s e  f o r  F i r e  S t a t i o n  # 4 .  
NE c o r n e r ,  H a r b o r  & o l d  2 0 t h  S t .  f i r e  s t a t i o n  121 -84  
NE c o r n e r ,  H a r b o r  & o l d  2 0 t h  S t .  pump h o u s e  121 -84  
P i e r  1 5 ,  L o c k e r  Room, B o i l e r  H s e .  1  s t r u c t u r e , 2  b l d g s .  121-84  

WEST AVENUE - S o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  " P i l l  Row" b y  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  t h i s  
s t r e e t  b e c a m e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  h o u s i n g  i n  t h e  
c i t y ,  w i t h  h i g h l y  o r n a t e  V i c t o r i a n  d w e l l i n g s  i n h a b i t e d  b y  
d o c t o r s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  a n d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  

2 3 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  n o  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s .  I t  i s  
u s e d  f o r  C i t y  H a l l  p a r k i n g  a n d  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  m o d e r n  Exxon g a s  
s t a t i o n .  

2 4 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  C i t y  H a l l  p a r k i n g ,  t h e  H o t e l  
W a r w i c k ,  a m o d e r n  C i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  t h e  V i c t o r y  Arch  
2 4 1 0  ( H o t e l  W a r w i c k )  h o t e l  121 -40  

2 5 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  n o  b u i l d i n g s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  
o l d  a n d  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  t h e  V i c t o r y  A r c h ,  t h e  G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  
C h u r c h  ( c o n s t r u c t e d  1 9 4 9 ;  n o t  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ) ,  a n d  t h e  s i d e  
e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e .  

2 6 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  n o  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s ;  i t  i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  t h e  m o d e r n  R i v e r  P a r k  Tower a p a r t m e n t s ,  
C h r i s t o p h e r  N e w p o r t  P a r k  ( b e t w e e n  t h e  a p a r t m e n t s  a n d  t h e  r i v e r )  
a n d  t h e  e m p t y  " S u p e r  B l o c k . "  

2 7 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  n o  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s ;  i t  i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  t h e  " S u p e r  B l o c k , "  t h e  m o d e r n  Newpor t  Tower 
a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  a n d  C h r i s t o p h e r  N e w p o r t  P a r k  ( b e t w e e n  t h e  
a p a r t m e n t s  a n d  t h e  r i v e r ) .  

2 8 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  new t o w n h o u s e s ,  a  1 9 5 4  o f f i c e  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  f i r s t  f l o o r  c o m m e r c i a l  s p a c e ,  a n d  o n e  o l d e r  
d w e l l i n g  ( t u r n e d  c o m m e r c i a l ) .  
2 8 0 4  d w e l l i n g  121 -80  

2 9 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  t h e  M e d i c a l  A r t s  B u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  v a c a n t  l o t s ,  a n d  2  o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s  
2 9 0 1  ( M e d i c a l  A r t s  B u i l d i n g )  o f f i c e / c o m m e r c i a l  121 -80  
3 0 t h  & W e s t ,  SW c o r n e r  ( L i b r a r y )  l i b r a r y  1 2 1 - 8 0  
2 9 0 4  d w e l l i n g  1 2  1-80 
2 9 1 4  d w e l l i n g  121 -80  

3 0 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  1 o l d e r  d w e l l i n g  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  
c o m m e r c i a l  s i d e ,  1 a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  1 9 5 9  S t e e l w o r k e r s  



H a l l ,  a n d  p a r k i n g  l o t s .  
3007  
3 0 1 5  ( M a r l b o r o  A p a r t m e n t s )  

d w e l l i n g  121-80 
a p a r t m e n t s  121-80 

3100  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  4 o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  p a r k i n g  
l o t s .  
3  107 d w e l l i n g  121-80 
3 1 1 1  d w e l l i n g  121-80 
3 1 1 5  (J.W.C. J o n e s  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2  1-80 
3117  (C .P .  J o n e s  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121-80 

3 2 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  v a c a n t  l o t s ,  a n  o l d e r  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g ,  and  a  modern  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  
3 2 1 5  ( W e l l i n g t o n  A p a r t m e n t s )  a p a r t m e n t s  121-80 

3 3 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  a  7-11 
s t o r e ,  a n d  a n  o l d e r  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g .  
3 3 0 1  ( S t r a t f o r d  A p a r t m e n t s )  a p a r t m e n t s  121-80 

3 4 0 0  B l o c k  - T h e r e  a r e  no  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  on t h i s  b l o c k  w h i c h  
c o n t a i n s  a  g r a s s y  l o t  a n d  S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g s  

3 5 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  l o t  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
P e r k i n "  C o u r t  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  ( b e i n g  d e m o l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t )  a n d  t h e  S h i p y a r d ' s  A p p r e n t i c e  D o r m i t o r y  
b u i l d i n g  ( 1 9 4 1 ) ,  N o t e :  West  Avenue e n d s  a t  t h e  3500  b l o c k ,  

WASHINGTON AVENUE - T h i s  s t r e e t  was named f o r  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  
d u r i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s  a t  Y o r k t o w n .  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue e v o l v e d  a s  t h e  b a n k i n g  a n d  s h o p p i n g  h u b  o f  t h e  c i t y ;  i t  
h a d  a  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  r u n n i n g  down i t s  c e n t e r .  

2300 a n d  2400  B l o c k s  - t h e s e  b l o c k s  on  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue w e r e  
c l o s e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  c o m p l e x .  

2 5 0 0  B l o c k  - The new C o u r t s  B u i l d i n g  a n d  a  C r e s t a r  Bank t a k e  up  
m o s t  o f  t h i s  b l o c k .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s .  

2 6 0 0  B l o c k  - S o v r a n  Bank ( F i r s t  and  M e r c h a n t ' s )  i n  t h e  2600 
B u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  " S u p e r  B l o c k "  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  b l o c k ;  t h e r e  a r e  
no  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  

2700  B l o c k  - C e n t r a l  F i d e l i t y  Bank (Bank o f  Hampton R o a d s ) ,  Bay 
S a v i n g s  Bank ( F i r s t  F e d e r a l  S a v i n g s ) ,  a n d  t h e  " S u p e r  B l o c k "  
c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  b l o c k ;  t h e r e  a r e  n o  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s .  

2 8 0 0  B l o e k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i s  e o m p l e t e  w i t h  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  
2800  (Montgomery  Ward ,  K r e s k e ,  G r a n t ' s )  c o m m e r c i a l *  121-81  
2 8 0 1  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 
2803-2805  c  ommer c  i a  1 121-81  
2 8 0 7  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 
2811-2813  commerc ia l .  121-81  



* N o t e :  2800  W a s h i n g t o n  h a s  b e e n  c o u n t e d  a s  o n e  b u i l d i n g  e v e n  
t h o u g h  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s  b e c a u s e  
e x t e n s i v e  r e m o d e l l i n g s  h a v e  u n i f i e d  t h e  t h r e e . .  

2 9 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  h a s  b e e n  c l e a r e d  f o r  r e d e v e l o p m e n t .  

3 0 0 0  B l o c k  - The w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h i s  b l o c k  h a s  b e e n  c l e a r e d  f o r  
r e d e v e l o p m e n t ;  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  h a s  two d e v e l o p m e n t  p h a s e s  o f  o l d e r  
b u i l d i n g s .  
3 0 0 0  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81  
3010  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 
3 0 1 2  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 8 1  
3 0 1 4 - 3 0 1 6  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 
3 0 2 6  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81  

3 1 0 0  B l o c k  - H a l f  o f  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  3 1 0 0  b l o c k  h a s  b e e n  
r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  S i g n e t  Bank w h i c h  f i l l s  i n  t h e  o l d  3 1 s t  S t r e e t .  

The r e s t  o f  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  c o n t a i n s  b o t h  o l d  a n d  n e w e r  b u i l d i n g s .  
The  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  t h e  P a l a c e  T h e a t e r  a n d  a  
v a c a n t  l o t .  
3 1 0 0  b l o c k ,  w e s t  s i d e  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81  
3107-09  t h e a t e r  / c o m m e r c i a l  12 1-81 
3114-3116  ( P a l a c e  T h e a t e r )  t h e a t e r  121-81  

3 2 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i s  m i x e d  w i t h  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  new 
b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  a  v a c a n t  l o t  
3 2 0 1  ( N a c h m a n ' s )  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  121-81 
3 2 0 4  c o m m e r c i a l / a p t s .  121-81 
3 2 0 9  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81  
3211-3213  t h e a t e r  121-81 
3 2 1 5  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81  

3 3 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i s  m i x e d  w i t h  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  a new 
b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  v a c a n t  l o t s .  
3 3 0 1  ( M a s o n i c  T e m p l e )  c o m m e r c i a l / f r a t e r n a l  121-81  
3305-3315  (Marne  A p a r t m e n t s )  c o m m e r c i a l / a p a r t m e n t s  121-81 
3 3 0 6  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 

3400  B l o c k  - The e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h i s  b l o c k  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  o l d e r  
b u i l d i n g s ;  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  i s  a  v a c a n t ,  g r a s s y  l o t .  
3 4 0 4  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 
3 4 0 6  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81  
3408-3410  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 
3412-3414  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 

3 5 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  b u i l d i n g s  on  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e ;  i t  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  b o t h  a  v a c a t e d  McDona ld ' s  a n d  a  modern  
d r u g  s t o r e  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e ,  
3 5 0 0  ( S e v e r n  A p a r t m e n t s )  c o m m e r c i a l / a p t s .  1 2 1 - 8 1  
3502-3504  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 
3 5 0 6  commer c i a 1  121-81  
3 5 0 8  (Domenic  ' s )  c o m m e r c i a l  121-81 
3 5 1 0  ( H o t e l  C e n t r a l  Annex)  h o t e l / c o m m e r c i a l  1 2  1-8 1 



3 5 1 2 - 3 5 1 6  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -81  

3 6 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  m o d e r n  S h i p y a r d  
b u i l d i n g  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  t h e  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  
b u i l d i n g s  d e v e l o p e d  by  t h e  Meena f a m i l y  a n d  a 7-11 .  
3 6 0 8 - 3 6 1 4  (Meena B l o c k )  c o m m e r c i a l  / a p t  s .  121 -81  

3 7 0 0  B l o c k  - The w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  t h e  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  
G a t e  o f  t h e  S h i p y a r d .  The e a s t  s i d e  c o n t a i n s  a  r o w  o f  b u i l d i n g s  
d e v e l o p e d  by  Gus B e c o u v a r a k i s .  
3 7 0 0  ( G u s ' s  P l a c e )  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 8 1  
3 7 0 4  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -81  
3 7 0 6 - 3 7 0 8  1 / 2  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 8 1  
3710-3712  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -81  
3 7 1 4  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 8 1  

3 8 0 0  B l o c k  - S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  b l o c k ,  

3 9 0 0  B l o c k  - S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  b l o c k .  

4 0 0 0  B l o c k  - The T u g b o a t  D o r o t h y  on  p e r m a n e n t  d i s p l a y  a n d  
S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  b l o c k .  N o t e :  t h e r e  i s  n o  
4 0 t h  S t r e e t  on  t h e  e a s t  o r  w e s t  s i d e s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  h e r e  
b e c a u s e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s p u r  r u n s  u n d e r  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  w h e r e  4 0 t h  
S t r e e t  was  l o c a t e d .  

4 1 0 0  B l o c k  t h r o u g h  4 4 0 0  B l o c k  - t h e s e  b l o c k s  a r e  e x a c t l y  t h e  s ame  
w i t h  S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  a n d  p a r k i n g  l o t s  o n  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e ,  

4 5 0 0  a n d  4 6 0 0  B l o c k s  - t h e s e  b l o c k s  c o n t a i n  t h e  S h i p y a r d  o n  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  a n d  a p a r t m e n t s  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  
4 5 0 0 - 4 6 0 0  ( R i v e r s i d e  A p a r t m e n t s )  2  a p t .  b l d g s .  121 -39  

4 7 0 0  B l o c k  - This b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  a  7 -11 ,  a n d  t h e  
S h i p y a r d .  

4 8 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  t h e  S h i p y a r d .  

4 9 0 0  B l o c k  - The S h i p y a r d  i s  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e ;  a  r e s t a u r a n t  i s  on  
t h e  e a s t  s i d e ;  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  e n d s  h a l f w a y  t h r o u g h  t h i s  b l o c k ;  
d r i v e r s  m u s t  t u r n  r i g h t .  
4 9 0 6  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -81  

HUNTINGTON AVENUE - T h i s  s t r e e t  w a s  f i r s t  named E a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e .  
L i k e  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  i t  w a s  named d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s  a t  
Y o r k t o w n .  I n  1 9 0 3  t h e  name o f  t h e  s t r e e t  was  c h a n g e d  t o  
H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  i n  h o n o r  o f  C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n .  I t  became  
t h e  s i t e  o f  l a r g e r  c o m m e r c i a l  b u s i n e s s e s  s u c h  a s  a u t o m o b i l e  
d e a l e r s  a n d  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s .  The s t r e e t  c u r r e n t l y  i s  o n e  way,  
r u n n i n g  f r o m  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h ,  



2 3 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i n c l u d e s  t h e  1 - 6 6 4  e n t r a n c e  r a m p ;  a  
p a r k i n g  l o t ,  a n d  t h e  E q u i t a b l e  B u i l d i n g .  

2 4 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  t h e  1 9 4 6  
M u n i c i p a l  B u i l d i n g .  

2 5 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  t h e  1 9 4 9  C o u r t  
House  B u i l d i n g ,  

2 6 0 0  B l o c k  - H o u s e s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n  t h i s  b l o c k  w e r e  d e m o l i s h e d  f o r  
S e a r s  a n d  p a r k i n g  l o t s .  

2 7 0 0  B l o c k  - L i k e  t h e  b l o c k  a b o v e ,  t h i s  b l o c k  was  r e d e v e l o p e d  f o r  
S e a r s .  I t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  o n e  m o d e r n  b a n k  b u i l d i n g .  

2 8 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  t h e  e x i t  r amp  f o r  
t h e  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  O v e r p a s s ,  a n d  o n e  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g .  
2 8 1 5  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -82  

2 9 0 0  B l o c k  - The 2900  B l o c k  b e g i n s  a  s e c t i o n  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  
known i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  a s  " A u t o m o b i l e  Row." T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b l o c k  
i n c l u d e s  o l d  a u t o  d e a l e r s h i p s  a n d  o n e  new b a n k  b u i l d i n g .  
2 9 0 0  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -82  
2 9 0 2 - 2 9 0 8  c o m m e r c i a l  121-82  

3 0 0 0  B l o c k  - N e w p o r t  News H i g h  S c h o o l  p r o p e r t y  b e g i n s  o n  t h i s  
b l o c k  w h i c h  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a n o t h e r  a u t o  d e a l e r s h i p .  
3 0 0 0  ( N e w p o r t  News H i g h  S c h o o l )  s c h o o l  121 -82  
3 0 0 1  ( N e w p o r t  News B u i c k  Company) c o m m e r c i a l  121-82  

3 1 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i n c l u d e s  m o r e  o f  N e w p o r t  News H i g h  S c h o o l  
p r o p e r t y  a n d  p a r k i n g  l o t s .  

3 2 0 0  B l o c k  - F r o n t i n g  t h i s  b l o c k  a r e  t h e  n e w e r  C o c a - C o l a  B u i l d i n g  
a n d  o n e  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g .  
3 2 0 0  ( C o c a - C o l a )  i n d u s t r i a l  1 2 1 - 3 3  
3 2 0 1  c o m m e r c i a l  121-82  

3 3 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  t h e  o l d e r  C o c a - C o l a  b u i l d i n g  a n d  
a m o d e r n  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  
3 3 0 0  ( C o c a - C o l a )  i n d u s t r i a l  121 -33  
3 3 1 0  c o m m e r c i a l  121-82  

3 4 0 0  B l o c k  - Any o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  on  t h i s  b l o c k  w e r e  r e m o v e d  f o r  
t h e  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  O v e r p a s s  ramp a n d  a  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

3 5 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  p a r k i n g  l o t s  on  t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  
a n d  a  m i x t u r e  o f  1 9 5 0 s  a n d  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  on  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e .  
3 5 0 8  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -82  
3 5 1 2  c o m m e r c i a l  121-82  

3 6 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a n  o l d e r  c h u r c h  a n d  S h i p y a r d  
p a r k i n g  l o t s .  
3 6 0 8  ( M e n n o n i t e  M i s s i o n  S c h o o l )  c h u r c h  



3 7 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a n  o l d e r  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  o n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  b l o c k ;  t h e  S h i p y a r d  C r e d i t  U n i o n  ( a  
f a i r l y  new b u i l d i n g )  t a k e s  up  t h e  e n t i r e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  
b l o c k .  
3 700  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 8 2  

3 8 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  a n d  a  1 9 5 0 s  
c o m m e r c i a l  i n s u r a n c e  b u i l d i n g .  

3 9 6 0  B l o c k  t h r o u g h  4 2 0 0  B l o c k  - T h e s e  b l o c k s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
b y  S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g s  ( n o t  c o u n t e d ;  d i s c u s s e d  e l s e w h e r e )  a n d  
S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g .  One 1 9 5 0 s  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  4 2 0 0  b l o c k .  

4 3 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  o n e  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g ,  o n e  n e w e r  
b u i l d i n g  ( S t e e l w o r k e r ' s  L o c a l  8 8 8 8 ) ,  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  a n d  a  
1 9 5 0 s  r e s t a u r a n t .  
4 3 0 2  ( N o r r i s  W .  M a s o n ,  G r o c e r )  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 8 2  

4 4 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a n  o l d e r  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  a n d  
S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  l o t s .  
4 4 1 0 - 4 4 1 4  ( I . A .  Hogge  a n d  B r o .  G r o c e r y ) - c o m m e r c i a l  121 -82  

4 5 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  a  
1 9 5 0 s  r e s t a u r a n t .  

4 6 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  i n c l u d e s  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  a n  o l d  
c h u r c h  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  S t e e l w o r k e r ' s  o f f i c e .  
4 6 1 5  ( C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e )  c h u r c h / c o m m e r c i a l  121 -82  

4 7 0 0  B l o e k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  C a l v a r y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  o n e  
o l d e r  d w e l l i n g ,  a n d  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  l o t s .  
4 7 0 0  ( C a l v a r y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h )  c h u r c h  121-82  
4 7 0 3  d w e l l i n g  121 -82  
4 7 1 2  ( A & P )  c o m m e r c i a l  121 -82  

4 8 0 0  B l o c k  - I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  b l o c k  a r e  o n e  g r o c e r y  b u i l d i n g  a n d  
e i g h t  d w e l l i n g s .  
4 8 0 0  ( g e n d e r '  s G r o c e r y )  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 8 2  
4 8 0 1  d w e l l i n g  121 -82  

. 4 8 0 4  d w e l l i n g  121 -82  
4 8 0 5  d w e l l i n g  121-82  
4 8 0 6  d w e l l i n g  121 -82  
4 8 0 8  d w e l l i n g  121 -82  
4 8 0 9  d w e l l i n g  121 -82  
4 8 1 1  d w e l l i n g  121 -82  
4 8 1 4  ( D r s .  C o u r t n e y  & Sommers)  o f f i c e l d w e l l i n g  121 -82  

4 9 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  new t o w n h o u s e s  a n d  o n e  o l d e r  
d w e l l i n g .  
4 9 0 5  d w e l l i n g  121 -82  

5 0 0 0  B l o c k  - The e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a  v a c a n t  l o t  



a n d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h  End H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  ( n o t  p a r t  o f  
t h i s  p r o j e c t ) .  The  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b l o c k  i n c l u d e s  a  S h i p y a r d  
c r e d i t  u n i o n  ( t h e  o l d  N o r t h  End P h a r m a c y  b u i l d i n g )  a n d  a  
c o n v a l e s c e n t  home ( o l d  R i v e r s i d e  H o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g ) .  
5 0 0 1  ( N o r t h  End P h a r m a c y )  c o m m e r c i a l  121-82 
5015  ( R i v e r s i d e  H o s p i t a l )  h o s p i t a l  121-82 

WARWICK BOULEVARD - T h i s  s t r e e t  was o r i g i n a l l y  known a s  V i r g i n i a  
Avenue  ( t h e  o r i g i n a l  Warwick  Avenue  i s  now T e r m i n a l  A v e n u e ) .  Two 
d w e l l i n g s  s u r v i v e  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t o  show t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p l a n  f o r  h o u s e s  on 2 5 - f o o t  l o t s .  W i t h  c o n v e n i e n t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
r a i l r o a d ,  Warwick  d e v e l o p e d  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  C e n t u r y  i n  
a  more  i n d u s t r i a l  m a n n e r ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  d w e l l i n g s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  S h i p y a r d  i n  t h e  4600  t o  4900  b l o c k .  

2 3 0 0  a n d  2400  B l o c k s  - T h e s e  b l o c k s  now f a l l  w i t h i n  V i r g i n i a  
P o r t  A u t h o r i t y  p r o p e r t y .  

2 5 0 0  B l o c k  - The e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h i s  b l o c k  h a s  become t h e  
e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y ' s  M a r i n e  T e r m i n a l .  The 
w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x .  
2 5 0 1  i n d u s t r i a l  121-83 

2 6 0 0  a n d  2700  B l o c k s  - T h i s  b l o c k  i n c l u d e s  S e a r s  p a r k i n g  l o t  a n d  
a  w h o l e s a l e  p l u m b i n g  d i s t r i b u t o r s h i p .  
2700  ( N o l a n d  Company) i n d u s t r i a l  121-83  

2800  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  h a s  n o t h i n g  b u t  p a r k i n g  l o t s .  Above i t  
i s  t h e  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  O v e r p a s s .  

2 9 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a  f i r e  s t a t i o n ,  f i r e  t o w e r ,  b o d y  
s h o p ,  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Guard  Armory .  
2 9 0 1  ( N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  Armory)  a r m o r y  121-83  

3 0 0 0  B l o c k  - Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l  S t a d i u m  o c c u p i e s  t h e  
w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h i s  b l o c k .  The  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  Benson  a n d  
P h i l l i p s  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x  ( s i l o s ,  c o n c r e t e  p a d s )  a n d  a  n e w e r  
c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  a r e  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e .  . 

3010-3014  ( B e n s o n  - P h i l l i p s  C o . ,  I n c  .) i n d u s t r i a l  121-83 

3 1 0 0  B l o c k  - Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l  S t a d i u m  c o n t i n u e s  on t h i s  
b l o c k .  A s e r i e s  o f  o n e - s t o r y  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  d e v e l o p e d  by  
B e n s o n - P h i l l i p s  o c c u p i e s  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  b l o c k .  
3 1 0 0  i n d u s t r i a l  121-83 
3 1 0 2  ( M i l n e r ' s  D a i r y )  i n d u s t r i a l  121-83  
3 1 0 4  i n d u s t r i a l  121-83 
3 1 0 6  i n d u s t r i a l  121-83  
3108-3110  ( N e w p o r t  News F e e d  Co . )  i n d u s t r i a l  121-83 
3 1 1 2  i n d u s t r i a l  121-83  

3 2 0 0  B l o c k  - t h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a  p a r k i n g  l o t  a n d  a r e m o d e l e d  
d e a l e r s h i p .  
3 2 0 1  c o m m e r c i a l  121-83  



3 3 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  o n e  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g ,  v a c a n t  
l o t s ,  o n e  l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  d w e l l i n g ,  a n d  a n  a b a n d o n e d  g a s  
s t a t i o n  
3 3 0 0  c o m m e r c i a l  1 2 1 - 8 3  
3 3 0 3  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  

3 4 0 0  B l o c k  - Above t h i s  b l o c k  i s  t h e  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  O v e r p a s s .  The  
b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a v a c a n t  l o t  n e x t  t o  t h e  o v e r p a s s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  o f  
a  l u m b e r  d e a l e r .  

3 5 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  a  power  s u b s t a t i o n ,  a  1 9 5 0 s  
r e s t a u r a n t  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  a  c o m m e r c i a l  b u s i n e s s ,  
3 5 0 1  ( N o l d e  B r o t h e r s  W h o l e s a l e  B a k e r s )  i n d u s t r i a l  1 2 1 - 8 3  

3 6 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  c o n t a i n s  m o r e  p o w e r  l i n e s ,  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  
a n d  a  l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  d w e l l i n g .  
3 6 1 3  ( V o l t a  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  12  1-83  

3 7 0 0  B l o c k  t h r o u g h  4 4 0 0  B l o c k  - T h e s e  b l o c k s  a r e  e n t i r e l y  f i l l e d  
up  w i t h  S h i p y a r d  b u i l d i n g s  ( d i s c u s s e d  e l s e w h e r e )  a n d  p a r k i n g  
l o t s .  

4 5 0 0  B l o c k  - B u i l d i n g s  i n  t h i s  b l o c k  i n c l u d e  a n  o l d  g a s  s t a t i o n ,  
a  m o d e r n  m e t a l  w a r e h o u s e ,  a n d  p a r k i n g  l o t  ( p r e v i o u s l y  l o c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  S c h o o l ) .  
4 5 0 0  ( O ' B r y a n  & E n g l i s h  F i l l i n g  S t a t i o n ) g a s  s t a t i o n  1 2 1 - 8 3  

4 6 0 0  B l o c k  - D w e l l i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  by  t h e  S h i p y a r d  i n  Wor ld  War I 
b e g i n  i n  t h i s  b l o c k .  The  b l o c k  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a  p a r k i n g  l o t .  
4604  (P .B .  C r o s s  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 6 0 6  (G.T. G o r d o n  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 6 0 8  ( J . H .  A n k e r s  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 6 1 0  ( F . E .  Fox  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  

4 7 0 0  B l o c k  - F i v e  m o r e  S h i p y a r d  h o u s e s ,  a v a c a n t  l o t ,  a n d  new 
t o w n h o u s e s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h i s  b l o c k ,  
4 7 0 0  ( J . E ,  Bean  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 7 0 2  (T.W. J o h n s t o n  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 7 0 4  ( J . A .  S h i r l e y  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 7 0 6  (H.B. H e n d e r s o n  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 7 0 8  (W.E. W a l l a c e  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  

4 8 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  i s  a f u l l  b l o c k  o f  h o u s e s  ( 1 1  o l d e r ,  1 new 
c o m p a t i b l e  i n f i l l  h o u s e ) .  
4 8 0 0  (Andrew H o l l i n g s w o r t h  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 8 0 1  (W.A. T e n n i s  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 8 0 2  (E.R.  Dawson H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 8 0 3  (W.T. S t e p h e n s o n  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 8 0 4  ( S . C .  M a t t h e w s  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 8 0 5  ( F . B .  H o l d e r b y  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 8 0 7  (C.E.  S m i t h  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 8 0 8  (A.H. H o s t  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 8 0 9  ( C .  J .  T e e s e  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  



4 8 1 0  (H.G. B r a c k i n  H o u s e )  
4 8 1 1  ( R o b e r t  S i l k  H o u s e )  

d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  

4 9 0 0  B l o c k  - T h i s  b l o c k  s i g n i f i e d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  W W I  h o u s i n g  
c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  S h i p y a r d .  I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  b l o c k  o f  S h i p y a r d  
h o u s e s  s t i l l  e n t i r e l y  i n t a c t  c o n t a i n i n g  1 2  o l d e r  d w e l l i n g s ,  
4 9 0 0  ( J . J .  S e l l e r s  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 9 0 1  ( J . L .  H e n d e r s o n  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 9 0 2  ( T . S .  Bower H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 9 0 3  (C .L .  R e i d  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 9 0 4  ( E l i a s  S.  B a y s t e n  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 9 0 5  ( J . L .  M a l o n e y  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 9 0 6  ( M r s .  S.A. Morgan  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 9 0 7  ( J . B .  S a w y e r  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 9 0 8  (S.M. T o m l i n s o n  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 9 0 9  ( P e t e r  W h i t e  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  
4 9 1 0  (W.J.  F i n c h  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  1 2 1 - 8 3  
4 9 1 1  ( J n o ,  H o l z h b a c h  H o u s e )  d w e l l i n g  121 -83  

RAILROAD PROPERTIES - The  f o l l o w i n g  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  
l o c a t e d  on  t h e  o l d  C & O  l i n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  Hampton  R o a d s  a n d  5 8 t h  
S t r e e t .  ( A l t h o u g h  t h e  5 8 t h  S t r e e t  Hump O f f i c e  i s  a b o v e  t h e  5 0 t h  
S t r e e t  c u t o f f  l i n e  f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y ,  
i t  was  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  e n d a n g e r e d  b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  n e v e r  f a l l  u n d e r  
a n y  o t h e r  s u r v e y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  i n c l u d e d . )  When e x p o r t i n g  
r e a c h e d  i t s  h e i g h t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  d o z e n s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  a l o n g  t h i s  
l i n e .  The  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  l a s t  v e s t i g e  o f  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
E .  S i d e  H a r b o r ,  a c r o s s  f r o m  w h a t  w a s  2  w a r e h o u s e s  121 -84  

P i e r  5  ( w a r e h o u s e  3 6 - 3 8 , 3 7 - 4 3 )  
3 4 t h  S t r e e t  Y a r d  O f f i c e  o f f i c e / l o c k e r  r o o m s  121-84  
3 9 t h  S t r e e t  O f f i c e  & Shop  o f f  i c e  / l o c k e r  r o o m s  121-84  
B u i l d i n g  1 4 3 0 1  s u p p l y  b u i l d i n g  121-84  
3 9 t h  S t r e e t  C o a l  S t a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  121 -84  
3 9 t h  S t r e e t  W a t e r  Tower  s t r u c t u r e  121 -84  
4 5 t h  S t r e e t  XA C a b i n  s w i t c h  b u i l d i n g  121-84  
5 8 t h  S t r e e t  Hump O f f i c e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f f i c e  121 -84  

NEWPORT NEWS SHIPBUILDING A N D  D R Y D O C K  COMPANY - a s  m e n t i o n e d  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  S h i p y a r d  a b s o l u t e l y  r e f u s e d  
a c c e s s  t o  a n y  o f  i t s  p r o p e r t i e s  o r  r e c o r d s .  T h e r e f o r e  o n l y  a 
s m a l l  s a m p l i n g  o f  b u i l d i n g s  ( f r o m  p h o t o g r a p h s  s h o t  a t  a  g r e a t  
d i s t a n c e  a n d  d a t a  f r o m  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  r e c o r d s )  f o l l o w s  t o  s u p p l y  
t h e  S t a t e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e  w i t h  a n  i d e a  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  t h e  S h i p y a r d .  
D r y  Dock f l  s t r u c t u r e  1 2 1 - 5 1  
B l d g .  8 6  E n g i n e e r i n g  & Admin. B l d g .  o f f  i c e  121-51  
B l d g s .  2 5 , 6 0 , 6 2 , 6 5  m a c h i n e , j o i n e r  s h o p s  i n d u s t r i a l  1 2 1 - 5 1  
B l d g .  1 0 3  h u l l  f i t t i n g , p l a n t  mach .  s h o p  i n d u s t r i a l  121 -51  
B l d g .  5 0 1  p a t t e r n  s h o p  i n d u s t r i a l  1 2 1 - 5 1  
B l d g .  5 5 0  f o u n d r y  i n d u s t r i a l  121 -51  



INVENTORY DISTRIBUTION BY STREET 

The f o l l o w i n g  i n v e n t o r y  shows  how s t r u c t u r e s  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  
y e a r s  o l d  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  downtown t o d a y .  B u i l d i n g s  a r e  c o u n t e d  
a s  "1" i f  t h e y  a r e  a t t a c h e d  ( i e .  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  c h u r c h ,  c h a p e l ,  
a n d  r e c t o r y  a r e  c o u n t e d  a s  "1" b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o n n e c t ) .  

Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  r e t a i n s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  
b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  4 6 t h  and  5 0 t h  S t r e e t s  
t h a t  was d e v e l o p e d  i n  1 9 1 7 .  

2 3 r d  S t r e e t  9  
2 4 t h  S t r e e t  0 
2 5 t h  S t r e e t  3  
2 6 t h  S t r e e t  0 
2 7 t h  S t r e e t  0  
2 8 t h  S t r e e t  6  
2 9 t h  S t r e e t  7  
3 0 t h  S t r e e t  1 6  
3 1 s t  S t r e e t  1 0  
3 2 n d  S t r e e t  8  
3 3 r d  S t r e e t  1 3  
3 4 t h  S t r e e t  7 
3 5 t h  S t r e e t  1 2  
3 6 t h  S t r e e t  11 
3 7 t h  S t r e e t  2 
3 8 t h  S t r e e t  0  
3 9 t h  S t r e e t  0  
4 0 t h  S t r e e t  0 
4 1 s t  S t r e e t  0  
42nd  S t r e e t  0 
4 3 r d  S t r e e t  0 
4 4 t h  S t r e e t  0 
4 5 t h  S t r e e t  3  
4 6 t h  S t r e e t  2 
4 7 t h  S t r e e t  4  
4 8 t h  S t r e e t  1 0  
4 9 t h  S t r e e t  1 8  
5 0 t h  S t r e e t  3  
5 1 s t  S t r e e t  1 
H a r b o r  ( R i v e r )  Rd. 5 
West  Avenue  1 4  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  40  
H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  3  1 
Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  4 8  
R a i l r o a d  9  
S h i p y a r d  6 

TOTAL : 

The 

THE OLDEST 

f o l l o w i n g  f i s t  

DOWNTOWN 

d w e l l i n g s  

NEWPORT NEWS 

was  made f r o m  s t u d y  t h e  



S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Maps d a t e d  1 8 8 7 - 1 9 2 6 .  The o l d e s t  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  
t h o s e  shown  on  t h e  1 8 9 9  a n d  e a r l i e r  S a n b o r n  Maps .  

1 8 8 9  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  ---------------------E~E 
1 3 1  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  ( s h o w s  p r o p o s e d  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  f r o m  
d r a w i n g s )  

1 8 9 1  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3 1 4  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  

1 8 9 3  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Map ______--_-_--__------ 
317  3 6 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 2 3  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  ( F e m a l e  S e m i n a r y )  - f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  two-  
f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g ;  u s e d  p e r h a p s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a s  a  s c h o o l .  

1 8 9 7  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Map - _ _ _ _ _ - - - _ _ _ - _ _ - - _ _ -  
3 1 4  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 1 6  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 1 3  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 8 0 4  Wes t  A v e n u e  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  

1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  --------------_--__MaE 
2 1 5  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 1 6  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 1 8  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 1 9 - 3 2 1  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  - r o w h o u s e  
3 2 3 - 3 2 5  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  - r o w h o u s e  
1 2 0  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 1 5  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 1 7  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 1 9  3 6 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 2 1  3 6 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 1 6  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 2 3  4 5 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 2 5  4 5 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 2 1  4 7 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 2 4  4 7 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 2 3  4 8 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 1 7  4 8 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 2 0  4 9 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 1 2  4 9 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 1 6  4 9 t h  S t r e e t  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 9 0 4  Wes t  A v e n u e  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
2 9 1 4  W e s t  Avenue  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
4 8 0 1  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
4 9 0 5  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 3 0 3  W a r w i c k  B l v d .  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
3 6 1 3  W a r w i c k  B l v d .  - s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  

OLDEST STRUCTURES I N  DOWNTOWN NEWPORT NEWS 

The  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  f r o m  a  s t u d y  
o f  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Maps d a t e d  1 8 8 7 - 1 9 2 6 .  B u i l d i n g s  



c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  a r e  shown on  t h e  
1 8 9 9  o r  e a r l i e r  S a n b o r n  Maps .  The  l i s t  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  p r e - 1 9 0 0  
b u i l d i n g s  owned by  t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o s k  
Company ( s e e  D a t a  L i m i t a t i o n s ) .  

1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Ma2 -------------------- 
413-417  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  - a  2 - s t o r y  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  
t o  c o n t a i n  a  b u s i n e s s  s e l l i n g  " h a y ,  g r a i n ,  a n d  f l o u r  w a r e "  a s  
d e p i c t e d  o n  t h e  1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Map. The  b u i l d i n g ' s  f r o n t  
e l e v a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  a n  1 8 9 2  p l a q u e  m a k i n g  i t  t h e  o l d e s t  c o m m e r c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  i n  downtown N e w p o r t  News. I t  w a s  n o t  m a p p e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
on  e a r l i e r  S a n b o r n  Maps ;  t a x  maps  s h o u l d  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t o  
v e r i f y  t h e  1 8 9 2  d a t e ,  

226  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  - a n  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  3 - s t o r y  
w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  a n d  f e e d  b u s i n e s s .  M o t e :  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  
2 3 r d  S t r e e t  w a s  n o t  mapped  b y  S a n b o r n  p r i o r  t o  1 8 9 9 .  The  
b u i l d i n g  was  u s e d  b y  1 9 0 7  a s  a  " b e e r  d e p o t "  w i t h  2 n d - f l o o r  
s t a b l e .  I n  W o r l d  War I t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  u s e d  b y  t h e  U.S. Army 
f o r  t h e  " R e c l a m a t i o n  D i v i s i o n "  w i t h  a  " g u a r d  d a y  a n d  n i g h t . "  

2 1 5  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  - F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  w a s  
n o t  shown o n  t h e  1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Map b u t  t h e  c h u r c h  
h i s t o r y  h a s  a  d o c u m e n t e d  d a t e  o f  O c t o b e r  2 0 ,  1 8 9 9  f o r  t h e  
c o r n e r s t o n e  l a y i n g  c e r e m o n y .  The  c h u r c h  w a s  n o t  d e p i c t e d  i n  t i m e  
f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  p e r h a p s ,  on t h e  1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n  Map. 

2 2 1  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  - S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h .  The  c h u r c h  h a s  a  
d o c u m e n t e d  November 2 ,  1 8 9 9  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  c e r e m o n y ,  
The  b u i l d i n g  was  d e s c r i b e d  on  t h e  1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n  Map a s ,  " t o  b e  
b u i l t  f r o m  p l a n s . "  

3 2 0 4  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  - a  3 - s t o r y  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  shown a s  
" b e i n g  b u i l t "  on  t h e  1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n  Map. I t  was  u s e d  b y  1 9 0 3  t o  
s e l l  g l a s s  a n d  c r o c k e r y .  By 1 9 1 3  a h a r d w a r e  b u s i n e s s  w a s  l o c a t e d  
h e r e  w h i c h  h a d  c h a n g e d  t o  a  g r o c e r y  b y  1 9 1 9 .  

3 5 0 0  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  - d e s c r i b e d  i n  1 8 9 9  a s  a  4 - s t o r y  d r y  g o o d s  
s t o r e  " b e i n g  b u i l t . "  T h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  two s t o r i e s  
w e r e  r e m o v e d .  The  f o r m  ~ f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  s ame  a s  o n  t h e  
1 8 9 9  S a n b o r n .  By 1 9 1 3  a p a r t m e n t s  a b o v e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  w e r e  
s a l l e d  "The S e v e r n .  " 

3 5 0 6  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  - a  3 - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
1 8 9 9  a s  a  s t o r e .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 0 3 ,  t h e  2nd a n d  3 r d  f l o o r s  w e r e  
u s e d  f o r  b o a r d i n g .  The  u s e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r s  c h a n g e d  i n  1 9 0 7  
b u t  was  n o t  d e s c r i b e d .  

3 5 1 0  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  - c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  1 8 9 9  a s  a  3 - s t o r y  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  d r u g s t o r e .  By 1 9 0 3  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  l a b e l e d  " H o t e l  
C e n t r a l  Annex" ( t h e  H o t e l  C e n t r a l  was  j u s t  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  a t  
2 1 0  3 6 t h  S t r e e t ) .  By 1 9 0 7  t h e  m a i n  h o t e l  was  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  a n n e x  w a s  i n  t h e  3 6 t h  S t r e e t  
b u i l d i n g ,  p e r h a p s  f o r  b e t t e r  e x p o s u r e  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  



t r a f f i c .  

3 2 0 1  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  - c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  1 8 9 9  ( s h o w n  a s  a  v a c a n t  
b u i l d i n g  a l t h o u g h  i t  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  o n  e a r l i e r  S a n b o r n  Maps)  a n d  
u s e d  by  1 9 0 3  a s  a  c a r r i a g e  p a i n t i n g  b u s i n e s s .  L a t e r  i t  b e c a m e  a  
b o t t l i n g  company  ( b y  1 9 0 7 )  a n d  a  c l o t h e s  c l e a n i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  
s e p a r a t e  d r y  c l e a n i n g  p l a n t  b e h i n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  ( b y  1 9 1 3 ) .  

3 7 0 0  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  - c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  two s e p a r a t e  b u s i n e s s e s :  
a  s a l o o n  a t  3 7 0 0  a n d  a  d r y  g o o d s  s t o r e  a t  3 7 0 2 .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  
r e p l a c e d  a n  e a r l i e r  t w o - s t o r y  d w e l l i n g  l o c a t e d  a t  3 7 0 0  
H u n t i n g t o n .  By 1 9 1 3  t h e  3 7 0 0  s i d e  c o n t a i n e d  a  r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  t h e  
3 7 0 2  s i d e  was  v a c a n t .  By 1 9 1 9  b o t h  s i d e s  w e r e  b e i n g  u s e d  a g a i n :  
3 7 0 0  h a d  a  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r a g e  b u s i n e s s  a n d  3 7 0 2  h a d  a  h a r d w a r e ,  
p a i n t s ,  a n d  o i l s  b u s i n e s s .  By 1 9 2 6  a t h i r d  a d d r e s s  o f  3 7 0 2  1 / 2  
h a d  b e e n  a d d e d .  

No s t r u c t u r e s  ( o t h e r  t h a n  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  S h i p y a r d  s t r u c t u r e s  - 
b o t h  d e s c r i b e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  r e p o r t )  r e m a i n  f r o m  t h e  1 8 8 5 ,  
1 8 8 9 ,  1 8 9 3 ,  a n d  1 8 9 7  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Maps .  

NUMERICAL INVENTORY 

T h i s  i n v e n t o r y  c l a s s i f i e s  h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  by  t h e  f i l e  
n u m b e r  a s s i g n e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s .  I n  m o s t  
c a s e s ,  s t r e e t s  h a v e  o n e  n u m b e r ;  t h a t  number  i n c l u d e s  a l l  
s t r u c t u r e s  o n  t h a t  s t r e e t .  I n  some c a s e s ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  
w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  p r o j e c t ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  w e r e  
a s s i g n e d  t h e i r  own number  a t  t h e  t i m e  s u r v e y e d .  

D H R  FILE # ------ - ADDRESS ----- 
1 2 1 - 2 9  T h e  T u g b o a t  D o r o t h y  ( s e e  a l s o  1 2 1 - 5 1 )  

1 2 1 - 3 1  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h :  1 1 9  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  

S t .  V i n c e n t  d e  P a u l  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h :  236  
3 3 r d  S t r e e t  

C o c a - C o l a  Complex:  3 2 0 0  & 3 3 0 0  H u n t i n g t o n  
Avenue  ( p r e v i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  O l d  D a i l y  
P r e s s  B u i l d i n g  a t  3 3 0 0  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  
o n l y  

S.W. H o l t  & Co.: 1 2 8  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  

U.S. P o s t  O f f i c e  a n d  Cus tom H o u s e :  1 0 1  2 5 t h  
S t r e e t  

R i v e r s i d e  A p a r t m e n t s :  4500-4600  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue  

H o t e l  Warwick :  2 4 1 0  Wes t  Avenue  



D w e l l i n g :  1 2 0  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  ( p r e v i o u s l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  g r o u p  o f  b u i l d i n g s  c a l l e d  
" 3 4 t h  S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t " )  

N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  
Company ( s e e  a l s o  1 2 1 - 2 9 )  

2 3 r d  S t r e e t  ( s e e  a l s o  1 2 1 - 3 5 )  

2 5 t h  S t r e e t  ( s e e  a l s o  121 -35 )  

2 8 t h  S t r e e t  

2 9 t h  S t r e e t  ( s e e  a l s o  1 2 1 - 3 1 )  

3 0 t h  S t r e e t  

3 1 s t  S t r e e t  

3 2 n d  S t r e e t  

3 3 r d  S t r e e t  ( s e e  a l s o  1 2 1 - 3 2 )  

3 4 t h  S t r e e t  ( s e e  a l s o  121 -47 )  

3 5 t h  S t r e e t  

3 6 t h  S t r e e t  

3 7 t h  S t r e e t  

4 5 t h  S t r e e t  

4 6 t h  S t r e e t  

4 7 t h  S t r e e t  

4 8 t h  S t r e e t  

4 9 t h  S t r e e t  

5 0 t h  S t r e e t  

W e s t  Avenue  ( s e e  a l s o  1 2 1 - 4 0 )  

W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  ( s e e  a l s o  1 2 1 - 3 9 )  

H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  ( s e e  a l s o  1 2 1 - 3 3 )  

Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  

C&6 R a i l w a y  s t r u c t u r e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  on  
H a r b o r  o r  R i v e r  Woad a n d  n o r t h w a r d  on  t h e  



t r a c k s  

5 1 s t  S t r e e t  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS BY THEMES 

H i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  t h e m e s  w e r e  d e v i s e d  b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  u s e  i n  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
b r o a d  v a r i e t y  of  h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n t o  t e n  b a s i c  
c a t a g o r i e s .  T h e s e  t h e m e s ,  w h i c h  d e f i n i t i o n s  o v e r l a p  s o m e w h a t ,  
e n c o m p a s s  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  c o m p r i s e  
V i r g i n i a ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t i n u u m .  The  t h e m a t i c  g r o u p i n g  o f  
s p e c i f i c  r e s o u r c e  t y p e s  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  b o t h  
d i a c h r o n i c a l l y  a n d  s y n c h r o n i c a l l y .  The  V D H R ' s  t y p o l o g i e s  c o n s i s t  
o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e s o u r c e  t y p e s  t h a t  a r e  c l u s t e r e d  u n d e r  o n e  o f  t h e  
p r e v i o u s l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e m e s .  

W i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  V D H R ' s  t h e m e s  a n d  
t y p o l o g i e s  h a v e  b e e n  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  
p r e v i o u s l y  o r  p r e s e n t l y  c o m p r i s e  Newpor t  News' b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

HISTORICAL THEME: R E S I D E N T I A L / D O M E S T I C ~ ~  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a l m o s t  
a l l  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  i s  now e n c o m p a s s e d  b y  t h e  c i t y  o f  
N e w p o r t  News ( t h e n  Warwick  C o u n t y )  c o n s i s t e d  o f  f a r m l a n d ,  f o r e s t e d  
a c r e a g e ,  a n d  m a r s h  l a n d .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
c o l o n i s t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  h o m e s t e a d s  n e a r  N e w p o r t  News ( N e w p o r t e s  
News) a n d  B l u n t  P o i n t s ,  on  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d ,  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  Warwick  
R i v e r ,  W a t e r s  C r e e k ,  S k i f f s  C r e e k ,  a n d  o t h e r  n a v i g a b l e  s t r e a m s .  
T h e  e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  t h e y  e r e c t e d  w e r e  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  s e t  on g r o u n d - l a i d  s i l l s  o r  p o s t s  t h a t  w e r e  
d r i v e n  o r  s e t  i n t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  I n  1 6 2 5 ,  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  l i v i n g  a t  
D a n i e l  G o o k i n ' s  p l a n t a t i o n ,  N e w p o r t e s  News, o c c u p i e d  f o u r  h o u s e s .  
By t h e  m i d - s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  some V i r g i n i a  p l a n t e r s  w e r e  
b u i l d i n g  homes  o f  b r i c k .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
s e t t l e r s  t e n d e d  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  h o u s e s  a l o n g  r i v e r  f r o n t a g e  a n d  t h e  
b a n k s  o f  n a v i g a b l e  s t r e a m s  ( C a r s o n  e t  a 1  1 9 8 2 : 1 4 1 - 1 4 4 ;  H e r r m a n n  
1 6 7 0 ) .  

W a r w i c k  C o u n t y ' s  e a r l i e s t  u r b a n  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  1 6 8 0  a n d  1 6 9 1 .  I n  J u n e  1 6 8 0 ,  when V i r g i n i a ' s  
H o u s e  of  B u r g e s s e s  p a s s e d  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  a c t s  c r e a t i n g  p o r t  
t o w n s  a t  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  Warwick  Town was  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~ 

4 4 ~ h i s  t h e m e  r e l a t e s  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  i n c l u d e s  
b o t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e  t y p e s  i n c l u d e  f a r m h o u s e s ,  w a s h h o u s e s ,  summer k i t c h e n s ,  
s m o k e h o u s e s ,  s p r i n g h o u s e s ,  i c e  h o u s e s ,  r o o t  c e l l a r s ,  b a k e  o v e n s ,  
d r y i n g  h o u s e s ,  c e m e t e r i e s ,  a s h  h o p e r s ,  a c e t y l e n e  l i g h t  p l a n t s ,  
m i s c e l l a n e o u s  d o m e s t i c  b u i l d i n g s .  N o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  t y p e s  
i n c l u d e  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  h o u s e s  i n  v i l l a g e s ,  t o w n s  a n d  c i t i e s ,  
m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y  h o u s i n g .  



e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  b a n k  o f  t h e  Warwick  R i v e r ,  a t  Deep  
C r e e k .  E a c h  5 0  a c r e  p l a n n e d  town was  s u r v e y e d  a n d  l a i d  o f f  i n t o  
l o t s  a n d  i n c e n t i v e s  w e r e  o f f e r e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
Warwick  Town, by  1 6 9 1 ,  r e p o r t e d l y  h a d  " s e v e r a l  h o u s e s  . . . 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  b r i c k  c o u r t  h o u s e  a n d  p r i s o n ' '  ( H e n i n g  1809-  
1 8 2 3 : 1 1 : 4 7 1 - 4 7 8 , 5 0 8 ; I I I : 6 0 ;  R e p s  1 9 7 2 : 6 7 ) .  

E i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  maps  r e v e a l  t h a t  m a j o r  p l a n t a t i o n  s e a t s  
l i n e d  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  w h e r e  t h e  m o r e  a f f l u e n t  
p l a n t e r s  h a d  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  s h i p p i n g .  I n l a n d ,  
d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  
w i t h  s m a l l  a n d  m i d d l i n g  f a r m s t e a d s .  A s  b u i l d i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  became  
m o r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  V i r g i n i a n s  c o n s t r u l c t e d  m o r e  e l a b o r a t e  d o m e s t i c  
c o m p l e x e s .  Even s o ,  t h e y  p e r s i s t e d  i n  b u i l d i n g  f r a m e  d w e l l i n g s  
t h a t  o f t e n  w e r e  s e t  u p o n  b r i c k  p i e r s  o r  f o u n d a t i o n s  ( J e f f e r s o n  
1 9 5 4 : 1 5 3 - 1 5 4 ) .  

D u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War,  when b l a c k  r e f u g e e s  f l o c k e d  t o  t h e  
l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a ,  s e e k i n g  s a n c t u a r y  n e a r  t h e  Un ion  Army ' s  
s t r o n g h o l d  a t  F o r t  M o n r o e ,  t h e y  t y p i c a l l y  b u i l t  s h a n t i e s  o u t  o f  
t h e  r u b b l e  s a l v a g e d  f r o m  a b a n d o n e d  b u i l d i n g s .  I n  1 8 6 5 ,  when a  map 
w a s  made s h o w i n g  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Newpor t  News P o i n t ,  t h e  a c r e a g e  
t h a t  l a t e r  became  t h e  town o f  Newpor t  News c o n s i s t e d  o f  r u r a l  
c o u n t r y s i d e  t h r o u g h o u t  w h i c h  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  f a r m s t e a d s  ( B a c h e  
1 8 6 5 ) .  

I n  t h e  1 8 6 0 s  a n d  7 0 s ,  when C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  a g e n t s  
b e g a n  b u y i n g  up l a n d  t h a t  l a y  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C & 0 
r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  a c r e a g e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News P o i n t  was  
r u r a l .  The f a r m s  o f  W i l l i a m  L e e ,  A r m i s t e a d  H a u g k t o n ,  R o b e r t  H .  
L e e ,  Thomas W .  L e e ,  W i l l i a m  W a s h i n g t o n  B u r k ,  a n d  t h e  B r i a r f i e l d ,  
H a w k i n s ,  a n d  W i l b e r n  t r a c t s  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C & 0 .  
I n  1 8 6 1  t h e  home o f  W i l l i a m  D. West  ( P a r k e r  W e s t ' s  s o n )  s t o o d  on  
t h e  b l u f f  w h e r e  R o a n o k e  Avenue  e x t e n d e d  w o u l d  h a v e  i n t e r s e c t e d  
w i t h  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  ( S t a u f f e r  1 9 3 4 : 1 2 8 ) .  Maps t h a t  w e r e  made b e t w e e n  
1 8 6 5  a n d  1 8 8 1  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e s e  f a r m s '  m a i n  d w e l l i n g s  t y p i c a l l y  
w e r e  s i t u a t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  ( B a c h e  1 8 6 5 ;  
R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 7 2 ) .  

When N e w p o r t  News. f i r s t  was  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  s t r e e t s  a n d  b l o c k s ,  
t h e  C & 0 b i s e c t e d  t h e  town a l o n g  a n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  n o r t h - s o u t h  
a x i s  b e f o r e  h e a d i n g  w e s t .  A t  f i r s t ,  l a b o r e r s  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  a n d  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  (many o f  whom w e r e  b l a c k )  b u i l t  
i n s u b s t a n t i a l  wooden s h a n t i e s  n e a r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  y a r d s  a n d  t h e  
p i e r s .  T h o s e  w h o s e  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  was  m o r e  s e c u r e  b u i l t  homes  
away f r o m  t h e  p i e r s  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  s t r e e t s  a n d  b l o c k s  n e a r  w h a t  
b e c a m e  t h e  downtown ,  E a r l y - d a t e d  i n s u r a n c e  maps  r e v e a l  t h a t  
N e w p o r t  News was  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  f r a m e  h o u s e s .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  i r o n  b r i d g e s  t h a t  b y  
1 9 0 3  s p a n n e d  t h e  C & 0's t r a c k s ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  c o m p r i s e d  a  
p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r  t h a t  s l o w e d  t h e  r a t e  a t  w h i c h  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  E a s t  End ,  P r e s u m a b l y  a  l a c k  o f  c o n v e n i e n t  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  a l s o  



s e r v e d  t o  make i t s  r e a l  e s t a t e  somewha t  l e s s  v a l u a b l e .  The  
p a t t e r n  o f  r a c i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  Newpor t  News a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l y  o n ,  f o r  C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n  s e l e c t e d  t h e  
w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  town ( a b u t t i n g  t h e  J a m e s )  a s  t h e  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  
h e  i n v e s t e d  t h e  b u l k  o f  h i s  money .  I t  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  
t h a t  i n  1 8 8 0 ,  when t h e  O l d  D o m i n i o n  Land Company d o n a t e d  l a n d  u p o n  
w h i c h  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  t o  b e  b u i l t  f o r  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s ,  t h e  
b l a c k  c h i l d r e n ' s  s c h o o l  was on  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - t o - l a t e  1 8 8 0 s  t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  p i e r s  a n d  
b e l o w  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s  c o n t a i n e d  n u m e r o u s  s h a n t i e s  a n d  s h e d s .  A 
r o w  o f  o n e - s t o r y  t e n e m e n t s  ( o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s )  l i n e d  t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  Away f r o m  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  w e r e  m o r e  
s h a n t i e s .  By t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  n e a r  t h e  p i e r s  h a d  b e g u n  t o  i m p r o v e .  Many o f  t h e  
s h a n t i e s  a n d  t e n e m e n t s  a l o n g  A S t r e e t  a n d  n e x t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s  w e r e  t o r n  down a n d  r e p l a c e d  b y  o n e - a n d - t w o  s t o r y  f r a m e  
d w e l l i n g s .  By 1 8 9 9  a m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a d  
o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  1 7 t h  a n d  1 8 t h  S t r e e t s .  

By t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 s  r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
a r e a  b e t w e e n  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  West  A v e n u e s .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 8 t h  
S t r e e t  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e ,  d e t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g s ,  w h e r e a s  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  w e r e  row h o u s e s  a n d  d w e l l i n g s  o f  a  l e s s e r  s i z e .  A l i n e  o f  
d u p l e x  t e n e m e n t s  was  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 7 t h  s t r e e t ,  
b e t w e e n  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  w h i c h  a r e a  w e r e  
d e t a c h e d  d w e l l i n g s .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  homes  w e r e  f r o m  
W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  w e s t .  By 1 8 9 1 ,  r o w h o u s e s  a n d  d u p l e x e s  h a d  b e e n  
b u i l t  a l o n g  2 9 t h ,  3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f e w  
y e a r s ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t e n s i f i e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  H o u s e s  w e r e  s p a r s e l y  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  3 4 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  
b e t w e e n  2 4 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  f r o m  L a f a y e t t e  t o  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e .  

I n  1 8 8 9 ,  when t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e  
w a s  mapped  i n  d e t a i l ,  r o w s  o f  d u p l e x  t e n e m e n t s  f l a n k e d  b o t h  s i d e s  
o f  Warwick  Avenue  ( b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s )  a n d  Hampton 
A v e n u e  ( b e t w e e n  2 1 s t  a n d  22nd S t r e e t s ) .  C o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  s e r v e d  t h e s e  s m a l l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  
T h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  N e w p o r t  News, w h i c h  was  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d ,  was  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  b l a c k .  By 1 8 9 3  a  f e w  new d w e l l i n g s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  
t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Warwick  Avenue  b u t  w e s t  o f  J e f f e r s o n .  C o m m e r c i a l  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  d w e l l i n g s  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t ,  a b o v e  2 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  a n d  a  row o f  d u p l e x e s  
l i n e d  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 7 t h  S t r e e t .  To t h e  n o r t h ,  r o w h o u s e s  
f r o n t e d  w e s t  u p o n  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a b o v e  2 7 t h  S t r e e t .  To t h e  
s o u t h  o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  a l o n g  I v y  A v e n u e ,  w e r e  l i n e s  o f  r o w h o u s e s ,  
i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  a  m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

The b l o c k s  a n d  s t r e e t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  downtown b u s i n e s s  
d i s t r i c t  w e r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r  b y  1 8 9 1 .  R o w h o u s e s  l i n e d  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  3 7 t h  a n d  3 8 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  L a f a y e t t e  
A v e n u e ,  m o s t  l i k e l y  homes  t h a t  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s .  



By 1 8 9 3  t h e r e  w e r e  a  f e w  s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
o f  L a f a y e t t e .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d e c a d e  a  l i g h t  a m o u n t  o f  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  42nd  S t r e e t  a n d  
e x t e n d e d  n o r t h w a r d  t o  5 0 t h  S t r e e t .  H o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  was  g r e a t e r  i n  
t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  t h a n  t o  i t s  e a s t .  
B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  became  d e c i d e d l y  
more  d e n s e  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  4 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  s i n g l e  
f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  c l o s e l y  a l i g n e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  
a r e a ' s  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s .  C o n c u r r e n t  w i t h  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  came t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new c h u r c h e s ,  s c h o o l s  
a n d  b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  Above 5 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  more  t h a n  two 
d o z e n  l a r g e  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  s t o o d  on  l o t s  t h a t  w e r e  
d o u b l e ,  t r i p l e  o r  q u a d r u p l e  i n  s i z e .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  s t a t e l y  homes 
o f  Newpor t  News'  N o r t h  End.  One d w e l l i n g  t h a t  was  l o c a t e d  
b e t w e e n  5 6 t h  a n d  5 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  f a c i n g  w e s t  u p o n  H u n t i n g t o n  
( L a f a y e t t e )  Avenue  h a d  a n  o u t b u i l d i n g  t h a t  was  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a n  
a s t r o n o m i c a l  o b s e r v a t o r y ,  

By 1 8 9 7  a m o d e s t  a m o u n t  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  
t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  West  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  
A v e n u e s  a n d  b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  was  a  r o w  o f  
t w o - s t o r y  f r a m e  h o u s e s ,  b e h i n d  w h i c h  w e r e  a  f e w  s c a t t e r e d  
d w e l l i n g s ,  M o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  was  i n t e n s e  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
2 6 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  2 7 t h .  A l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  d w e l l i n g s  
w e r e  two s t o r y  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e s .  On t:he c o r n e r  o f  2 6 t h  a n d  
L a f a y e t t e  was  a l a r g e  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e .  A row o f  d w e l l i n g s  f a c e d  
L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e h i n d  w h i c h  w e r e  
t h r e e  r o w h o u s e s .  B e t w e e n  1 8 9 3  a n d  1 8 9 7  a  d o z e n  new d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  
e r e c t e d  b e t w e e n  3 5 t h  a n d  3 6 t h  S t r e e t s ,  f l a n k i n g  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e ,  
a n d  s e v e r a l  new homes w e r e  b u i l t  on  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s  b e t w e e n  
3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s .  By 1 8 9 9  some o f  t h e  d w e l l i n g s  a l o n g  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  
s e v e r a l  new homes h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 6 t h  
S t r e e t .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a b u t t e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a b o v e  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  a n  o v e r a l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s i n g  
d e n s i t y  h a d  o c c u r r e d .  By 1 9 0 3  new h o u s e s  s t o o d  on  l o t s  t h a t  l i n e d  
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e .  A d e c a d e  l a t e r ,  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  
f l a t s  w e r e  i n t e r m i x e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  32nd  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  
West  Avenue  a n d  t h e  r i v e r .  An a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  c a l l e d  The  
F r e d e r i c k  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t .  

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  
S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  Warwick  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e s  b y  1 8 9 7  a n d  h o u s e s  
w e r e  t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  To t h e  
e a s t  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  d e v e l o p m e n t  s p r e a d  n o r t h w a r d  a t  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  s l o w  r a t e  a n d  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l o t s  
a b o v e  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  v a c a n t .  B e t w e e n  1 8 9 3  a n d  1 8 9 7  a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  number  o f  new d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  I v y  A v e n u e .  
By t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  
i n t e n s i f i e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  Warwick  Avenue  a n d  some o f  t h e  
l o t s  t h a t  i n  1 8 9 7  h a d  c o n t a i n e d  m o d e s t - s i z e d  h o u s e s  b y  1 8 9 9  a l s o  
c o n t a i n e d  t e n e m e n t s  a n d  r o w s  o f  t i n y  d w e l l i n g s .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  



o f  t h e s e  v e r y  s m a l l  l i v i n g  u n i t s  m o s t  l i k e l y  s temmed f r o m  t h e  
h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  t h a t  was  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  c i t y ' s  r a p i d l y  e x p a n d i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  a l s o  
i n t e n s i f i e d  a l o n g  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  many new d u p l e x e s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d .  
By 1 8 9 9  a l i g h t  a m o u n t  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  t o  
t h e  e a s t  o f  Wickham A v e n u e .  

B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3 ,  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  22nd  S t r e e t .  Some o f  t h e s e  new homes  may 
h a v e  b e e n  o c c u p i e d  b y  w o r k e r s  who w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  n e w l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ,  a f t e r  t h e  t r a c k s  w e r e  b r i d g e d .  P e r h a p s  i t  w a s  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  new b r i d g e s  t h a t  p r e c i p i t a t e d  v i g o r o u s  
g r o w t h  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e .  Many o f  t h e s e  new d w e l l i n g  u n i t s  w e r e  d u p l e x e s  
o r  r o w h o u s e s .  S i n g l e  f a m i l y  homes  a l s o  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  a n d  
b e t w e e n  M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s ,  a b o v e  Hampton  A v e n u e .  Many 
new h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Wickham, 
R o a n o k e  a n d  Oak A v e n u e s  a n d  n o r t h  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  t h e  C o u n t y  
R o a d .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t e n s i f i e d  a l o n g  I v y  A v e n u e ,  w h e r e  
a d d i t i o n a l  t e n e m e n t s  a n d  r o w s  o f  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t .  A 
n e g l i g i b l e  a m o u n t  o f  g r o w t h  h a d  o c c u r r e d  a b o v e  2 9 t h  S t r e e t .  

By 1 9 0 3  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  c h a n g e d  s o m e w h a t ,  
f o r  some p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t i n g  r e s i d e n c e s  h a d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  n e w l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  K l o n d y k e  A v e n u e ,  w h i c h  
e x t e n d e d  t o w a r d  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  P i e r  No. 1 0 ,  w a s  
l i n e d  w i t h  t e n e m e n t s ,  s a l o o n s  a n d  a f e w  s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s .  
R e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h i n l y  a l o n g  Newpor t  News Avenue .  

I n  1 9 0 7  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  w e l l  d e f i n e d ,  a l t e r e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  new d w e l l i n g  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  The C o l o n i a l  F l a t s  ( a n  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g ) ,  b u i l t  
b y  1 9 1 3 ,  was  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  5 0 t h  
S t r e e t .  Above 5 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  m o r e  l a r g e  d w e l l i n g s  s t o o d  u p o n  
o v e r s i z e d  l o t s .  The  s i z e  a n d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  
N o r t h  End r e f l e c t e d  t h e i r  o w n e r s '  r e l a t i v e  a f f l u e n c e  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  
d i s p o s a b l e  i n c o m e .  

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  1 9 0 7  
h a d  s p r e a d  o u t  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  i n  i n t e n s i t y .  The n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  
t h e  e a s t  o f  R o a n o k e  Avenue  w e r e  m o r e  p o p u l o u s  a n d  a  m o d e s t  a m o u n t  
o f  new r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  a r e a  
hemmed i n  b y  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  Oak ( o r  Norwood) A v e n u e ,  a n d  C o u n t y  
Road a n d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  e a s t  o f  
C h e s t n u t  A v e n u e .  Much o f  t h e  a c r e a g e  on  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  S a l t e r ' s  
C r e e k  h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  s t r e e t s  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  l o t s ,  
some o f  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  d w e l l i n g s .  On t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  
R i v e r  w e r e  a  f e w  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s ,  s i t u a t e d  on o v e r s i z e d  
l o t s .  Two l a r g e  b o a r d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  The  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  The  
Elmwood,  s h a r e d  a  v i e w  o f  Hampton R o a d s .  



The p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  J i m  Crow l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  
1 9 1 2 ,  l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s e g r e g a t e d  h o u s i n g  d i s t r i c t s ,  
c r e a t i n g  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  w e r e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  
o c c u p a n c y  o f  b l a c k s  o r  w h i t e s .  I n  1 9 1 3  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  homes  i n  t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s  a n d  
1 9 t h  a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t s  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  
2 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e r e  was  a m o d e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  a l s o  h a d  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b o r d e r e d  by  
M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  1 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  Avenue  a n d  S a l t e r s  C r e e k .  The  
p r e s e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  ( s u c h  a s  s c h o o l s  a n d  c h u r c h e s ) ,  t h a t  
w e r e  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  b l a c k s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who 
l i v e d  a l o n g  I v y  Avenue  w e r e  o f  A f r i c a n  d e s c e n t .  

D u r i n g  W o r l d  War I, when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  N e w p o r t  News 
e x p a n d e d  r a p i d l y ,  t h a n k s  t o  a n  i n f l u x  o f  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  
N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company a c q u i r e d  t h e  
P e m b r o k e  J o n e s  f a r m  o r  H i l t o n  t r a c t ,  w h e r e  i t  b u i l t  5 0 0  h o u s e s  i n  
t h e  s t y l e  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  v i l l a g e .  The  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  known a s  H i l t o n  
V i l l a g e ,  was  o p e n e d  t o  o c c u p a n c y  i n  J u l y  1 9 1 8  a n d  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  by  
O c t o b e r  1 9 1 9 .  I t  was  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  b e  
b u i l t  i n  Warwick  C o u n t y  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  g o v e r n m e n t - b u i l t  
p l a n n e d  c o m m u n i t y  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 0 - 1 4 1 , 1 9 1 ) .  

W o r l d  War I a l s o  s aw  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  many d w e l l i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  
b u i l t  e x p r e s s l y  f o r  b l a c k s ,  h u n d r e d s  of  t e n e m e n t s  t h a t  i n  t i m e  
b e c a m e  s l u m s .  A s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b l a c k s  s o u g h t  j o b s  i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  
w a r t i m e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  f i r m s  c a s h e d  i n  on  t h e  h o u s i n g  
s h o r t a g e  b y  r u s h i n g  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  b l o c k  r o w s  o f  t e m p o r a r y  f l a t s .  
T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b l e a k ,  u n p a i n t e d  a n d  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  s h a c k s .  
B l o o d f i e l d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  s l u m  d i s t r i c t s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  o f f e r e d  
r e f u g e  t o  n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  b l a c k s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  ( K a t z  
1 9 4 0 :  3 3 6 - 3 3 7 ) .  M u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  a p a r t m e n t s  a n d  t e n e m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  
o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  
t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s ,  on  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t s .  New 
h o u s i n g  u n i t s  a l s o  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  a b o v e  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  
w h e r e  r o w h o u s e s ,  t e n e m e n t s ,  d u p l e x e s  a n d  c l o s e l y  a l i g n e d  s i n g l e  
f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  o c c u p i e d  l o t s  t h a t  o n l y  f o u r  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  h a d  
b e e n  v a c a n t .  I n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  r a z e d  t o  
make way f o r  new s t r u c t u r e s .  H o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  i n c r e a s e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b o u n d  b y  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  
A v e n u e s  a n d  1 9 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  t h . en  d e c r e a s e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
3 0 t h  S t r e e t .  On t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a n d  3 5 t h  
S t r e e t  was  a  c l u s t e r  o f  Army b a r r a c k s .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t  o f  
g r o w t h  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  M a r s h a l l  a n d  Wickham 
A v e n u e s  a n d  2 1 s t  t h r o u g h  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a l t h o u g h  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  
r e l a t i v e l y  s p a r s e  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  On 
I v y  A v e n u e ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  i n t e n s i f i e d  ( S a n b o r n  
1 9 1 9 ) .  

A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s  was  Camp S t u a r t ,  
w h i c h  b a r r a c k s  w e r e  v e r y  much i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  1 9 1 9 .  B e t w e e n  1 6 t h  
a n d  1 8 t h  S t r e e t s  w e r e  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  t e n e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  



w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  b l a c k s .  T h e r e  was  a  m o d e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s i n g  
d e n s i t y  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  b e t w e e n  R o a n o k e ,  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Hampton 
A v e n u e s  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  R o a n o k e  a n d  Wickham A v e n u e s .  The 
n u m b e r  o f  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue  a n d  n o r t h  
o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t  a l s o  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  e i t h e r  b l a c k  o r  
w h i t e ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  s e r v e d  a s  a  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  
r a c i a l l y  s e g r e g a t e d  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 ) .  

On t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e ,  n e a r  t h e  p i e r s  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  w e r e  t e n e m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  
b l a c k s .  V a c a n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  r a n d o m l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  D u r i n g  Wor ld  War I a  t a b e r n a c l e  a n d  Army b a r r a c k s  
w e r e  b u i l t  b e t w e e n  Wes t  Avenue  a n d  t h e  r i v e r  a t  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  M a r l b o r o u g h  A p a r t m e n t s .  The b l o c k s  
b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t s ,  w h i c h  i n  1 9 1 3  h a d  c o n t a i n e d  a  f e w  
s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s  a n d  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  w e r e  d e n s e l y  o c c u p i e d  
b y  1 9 1 9 .  The  N e l s o n  A p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  32nd  
S t r e e t ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ;  n e a r b y  w e r e  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  
A p a r t m e n t s .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Wes t  Avenue  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  w e r e  t h e  
S t r a t f o r d  A p a r t m e n t s ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  S h i r l e y  
A p a r t m e n t s .  The  Army/Navy O f f i c e r s  C l u b  f r o n t e d  on  t h e  J a m e s  
R i v e r .  Army o f f i c e r s  q u a r t e r s ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s t u c c o e d  
a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  
b e t w e e n  West  Avenue  a n d  t h e  r i v e r .  

D u r i n g  W o r l d  War I r o w s  o f  b a r r a c k s ,  a  k i t c h e n  a n d  a  m e s s  
h a l l  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a  v a c a n t  
b l o c k  on  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  3 9 t h  a n d  4 0 t h  S t r e e t s .  
D i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w a s  a n  Army camp ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  b a r r a c k s ,  
o f f i c e s  a n d  e a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  Some c h a n g e s  a l s o  w e r e  i n  e v i d e n c e  
i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  4 1 s t  S t r e e t .  T h e r e ,  
a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  b y  t h e  N e w p o r t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  Dock Company, b e t w e e n  4 5 t h  a n d  4 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  
a n d  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  was  a w o r k e r s  encampmen t  
known a s  Camp C o l o n y  No. 1 .  B e t w e e n  1 9 1 3  a n d  1 9 1 7  a number  o f  new 
d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  N o r t h  End ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  
m o r e  m o d e s t  t h a n  t h e  o l d e r  homes  i n  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y .  A 
r o w  o f  d u p l e x e s  w a s  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  5 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  
n e a r  i t s  c o r n e r  w i t h  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e .  By 1 9 1 9 ,  d w e l l i n g s  o f  
v a r i o u s  s i z e s  s t o o d  on  r e l a t i v e l y  s p a c i o u s  l o t s  a b o v e  5 4 t h  S t r e e t .  
W i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  t h e  a r e a ' s  o v e r a l l  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  
i n c r e a s e d .  To t h e  n o r t h  o f  5 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h o s e  l i v i n g  a l o n g  
H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  h a d  a n  u n o b s t r u c t e d  v i e w  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  
T h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  a r e a  w e r e  l a r g e  d w e l l i n g s  s i t u a t e d  on  o v e r s i z e d  
l o t s ,  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e i r  o w n e r s '  p r o s p e r i t y .  

I n  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e  a n d  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  c o n t a i n e d  o n l y  a  f e w  s m a l l  d w e l l i n g s .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  E a s t  E n d ' s  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  was  g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  R o a n o k e  a n d  C h e s t n u t  A v e n u e s .  I n  1 9 2 6 ,  when t h e  
a r e a  b e t w e e n  Wickham a n d  R o a n o k e  A v e n u e s  was  mapped  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e ,  a  f e w  s c a t t e r e d  d w e l l i n g s  s t o o d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  3 8 t h  



S t r e e t ,  B e t w e e n  Warwick  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e s ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h w a r d  t o  4 5 t h  S t r e e t ;  l a r g e  homes  w e r e  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  a r e a .  The same  p a t t e r n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  
w a s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s .  
The S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company ' s  maps  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  
Wickham Avenue  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  b e t w e e n  i t  
a n d  O r c u t t  Avenue  w e r e  n o t  o p e n e d  a b o v e  3 7 t h  S t r e e t .  D w e l l i n g s  
w e r e  t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  a r e a .  

I n  1 9 2 6  d w e l l i n g s  s t i l l  l i n e d  t h e  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  t h a t  f e d  
i n t o  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  The  G l o u c e s t e r  B o a r d i n g  House  a t  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  West  Avenue  'had b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  t h e  
W e s t o v e r  A p a r t m e n t s .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  1 0 0  b l o c k  o f  3 5 t h  
S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  Army o f f i c e r s  q u a r t e r s  h a d  s t o o d  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War I ,  
w e r e  t h e  P e r k i n s  C o u r t  A p a r t m e n t s .  The  r e s i d e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a b o v e  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  was  u n c h a n g e d .  

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e ,  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  
1 5 t h  a n d  1 8 t h  S t r e e t s ,  b e t w e e n  Warwick  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e s ,  
c o n t a i n e d  c l o s e l y - s p a c e d  f l a t s  t h a t  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  v a c a n t  
P o t s .  F l a t s  a n d  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  a l s o  w e r e  a l i g n e d  a l o n g  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  1 9 t h  S t r e e t .  New homes  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  b o u n d  b y  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s  a n d  1 9 t h  t h r o u g h  
3 0 t h  S t r e e t s .  The  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  f r o m  I v y  a n d  T a y l o r  A v e n u e s  t o  
3 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s ,  w e r e  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  b l a c k .  

By 1 9 2 6  many new homes  ( p r i m a r i l y  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s )  
h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  b u t  s o u t h  
o f  3 2 n d  S t r e e t .  Many o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  l a r g e  a n d  s a t  u p o n  
a m p l y  p r o p o r t i o n e d  d o u b l e - w i d t h  l o t s .  R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  
w a s  i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  Wickham a n d  R o a n o k e  A v e n u e s .  
Above 32nd  S t r e e t ,  m o d e s t - s i z e d  d w e l l i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  
w i t h  f l a t s  e x t e n d e d  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  3 7 t h  S t r e e t .  W i t h i n  t h e  
b l o c k s  b o u n d  by  R o a n o k e ,  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Hampton A v e n u e s  a n d  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t ,  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  m o d e r a t e ,  w h e r e  r e s i d e n c e s  
w e r e  l i g h t l y  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  r e t a i l  s h o p s .  I n  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a b o v e  1 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Oak A v e n u e s ,  
t h e r e  was  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  c h a n g e .  To t h e  e a s t  o f  Oak (Norwood)  
A v e n u e ,  a b o v e  3 2 n d  S t r e e t ,  w e r e  two  b l o c k s  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  t h i n l y  
s c a t t e r e d  r e s i d e n c e s .  The  l a n d  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Oak A v e n u e ,  
b u t  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  S a l t e r ' s  C r e e k ,  was  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  s t r e e t s  a n d  
b l o c k s  t h a t  h a d  a  l i g h t  a m o u n t  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  By 
1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  N e w p o r t  News e x t e n d e d  e a s t w a r d  t o  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  S a l t e r ' s  C r e e k ,  t a k i n g  i n  l a n d  t h a t  p r e v i o u s l y  l a y  
w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y .  

D u r i n g  Wor ld  War I1 N e w p o r t  News, r e p l i c a t i n g  i t s  e x p e r i e n c e  
d u r i n g  W o r l d  War I ,  e n d u r e d  a n o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  e x p l o s i o n .  B e t w e e n  
1 9 4 0  a n d  1 9 4 3  t h e  c i t y ' s  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  e x p a n d e d  by  7 7 . 2  
p e r c e n t ,  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  a  m a j o r  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e .  B e c a u s e  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f  o p e n  s p a c e  was  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  
c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  N e w p o r t  News, many o f  t h e  new d w e l l i n g  u n i t s  t h a t  
w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  Warwdck and E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  



C o u n t i e s .  By 1 9 4 2  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s h e l t e r i n g  war  w o r k e r s  had  b e e n  
a d d r e s s e d .  I t  was  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h a t  Newpor t  News became t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  Hampton Roads  P o r t  o f  E m b a r k a t i o n .  The 
i n f l u x  o f  a rmy p e r s o n n e l  a g a i n  c r e a t e d  a  s e v e r e  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e .  
L o c a l  h o t e l s  c o n v e r t e d  t h e i r  a v a i l a b l e  s p a c e  i n t o  b e d r o o m s  a n d  
l i m i t e d  t h e i r  g u e s t s T  s t a y s  t o  f i v e  d a y s  a n d  c a .  2 1  p r i v a t e  
r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a p a r t m e n t  u n i t s .  I n  1 9 4 1 ,  9 7 6  
h o u s i n g  u n i t s  c a l l e d  S t u a r t  G a r d e n s  w e r e  c 0 n s t r u c t e . d  by  t h e  
D e f e n s e  Homes C o r p o r a t i o n  a t  t h e  o l d  Camp S t u a r t  s i t e  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  m e e t  t h e  demand f o r  more  h o u s i n g .  O t h e r  h o u s i n g  
p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n c l u d e d  S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e ,  
S e v e n  O a k s ,  M a r s h a l l  C o u r t s ,  O r c u t t  Homes, H a r b o r  Homes, a n d  
L a s s i t e r  C o u r t s .  I n  Warwick  C o u n t y ,  F e r g u s o n  P a r k ,  B e a c o n d a l e ,  
B e t s y  Lee  G a r d e n s ,  S u s s e x  H i l t o n ,  E a s t  H i l t o n ,  N o r t h  H i l t o n ,  
H i l t o n  P a r k ,  Maury P l a c e ,  W h i t e  Oaks a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  C o u r t s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  w h e r e a s  C o p e l a n d  P a r k  a n d  Newsome P a r k  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  
Warwick  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t i e s  (Brown 1 9 7 9 : 2 0 ;  J e s t e r  e t  a 1  
1 9 4 8 : 7 0 ) .  

B a r r a c k s ,  m e s s  h a l l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  t e m p o r a r y  s t r u c t u r e s  a l s o  
w e r e  e r e c t e d  i n  Newpor t  News d u r i n g  w a r t i m e .  Camp P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  
a s t a g i n g  a r e a ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on  a  1 , 7 0 0  a c r e  t r a c t  t h a t  was  14  
m i l e s  f r o m  downtown Newpor t  News. B a r r a c k s  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  
w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  accommoda te  3 5 , 0 0 0  men,  i n c l u d i n g  4 , 0 0 0  German 
a n d  1 , 4 0 0  I t a l i a n  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r ,  who w e r e  h o u s e d  a t  Camp 
P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  i n  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  w e r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  C & 0  t e r m i n a l s  
a n d  t h e  o v e r p a s s  n e a r  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  b r i d g e  ( J e s t e r  e t  a 1  
1948:ZO-21) .  

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 s  and  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a n  e s t i m a t e d  30 a c r e s  o f  
s l u m s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  w e r e  r a z e d  a n d  a t t e m p t s  
w e r e  made t o  a t t r a c t  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  t o  o l d  downtown.  D u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d ,  o l d e r  h o u s i n g  a l o n g  t h e  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  b e t w e e n  West  
a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenues  was t o r n  down a n d  p l a n s  w e r e  made t o  
r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  m o d e r n  o f f i c e s  a n d  s t o r e s .  I n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  t h e  C i t y  
o f  Newpor t  News a l s o  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  E a s t  End,  e s p e c i a l l y  
J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e ' s  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  w h i c h  h a d  d e c l i n e d .  The 
S o u t h e a s t  R e v i t a l i z a t i o n  P l a n  was i m p l e m e n t e d ,  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  t h e  
a r e a  f r o m  t h e  C & 0  l i n e  t o  Hampton,  n o r t h  o f  t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  
H a r b o r .  W a l k e r  V i l l a g e ,  a  l o w - r e n t  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t  o f  200  u n i t s ,  
was  c o n s t r u c t e d  on  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  
e f f o r t .  A new s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r  was c r e a t e d  on J e f f e r s o n  Avenue 
b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  E a s t  End m e r c h a n t s  i m p r o v e d  t h e i r  
p r o p e r t y  a n d  Jama S q u a r e ,  a  communi ty  p a r k ,  was b u i l t  a t  2 5 t h  a n d  
J e f f e r s o n  ( G r e i f f  1 9 5 9 ;  R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : l O l ) .  

Mos t  r e s i d e n c e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s u r v e y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
t h e  e x o d u s  f r o m  downtown a n d  f a i l e d  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s .  
T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  t h a t  a p p e a r  
t o  b e  t h r i v i n g .  The  n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  f o r m s  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  t h e  N o r t h  End H i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t ,  l i s t e d  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  
Mos t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  a p p e a r  t o  be  w e l l  c a r e d  f o r .  An a c t i v e  



h o m e o w n e r ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a i d s  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  

A s e c o n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  b e t w e e n  4 6 t h  a n d  5 0 t h  S t r e e t  a l s o  
a p p e a r s  f a i r l y  i n t a c t  w i t h  some c o r n p a t i - b l e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  i n f i l l  
h o u s i n g .  T h i s  a r e a  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o ,  but :  was  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
N o r t h  End H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  b e c a u s e  a  b u f f e r  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
t o w n h o u s e s  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  d w e l l i n g s  f r o m  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t ,  

The  t h i r d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  
a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  w i t h  a n  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  West  A v e n u e .  
A l t h o u g h  t h i s  a r e a  h a s  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d w e l l i n g s ,  i t  s t i l l  c o n t a i n s  a  n u m b e r  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  a n d  h o u s e s  t o  m e r i t  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s t a t u s  a s  a  p r o p o s e d  C a s i n o  P a r k  H i s t o r i c  
D i s t r i c t .  The p r o p o s e d  d i s t r i c t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  h o u s e s ,  a  l i b r a r y ,  a n  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  a  
p o s t  o f f i c e ,  a n d  a  h o t e l  a s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  The  
b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  C e n t u r y  
a n d  Wor ld  War 11. 

T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t u d y  
a r e a  i n c l u d e  a  f e w  i n t a c t  s t r e e t s  f i l l e d  w i t h  d w e l l i n g s  ( s u c h  a s  
t h e  3 0 0  b l o c k  o f  3 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  3 0 0  b l o c k  o f  4 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  a n d  
t h e  3 0 0  b l o c k  o f  4 9 t h  S t r e e t )  a n d  many l o n e l y  d w e l l i n g s  l o c a t e d  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  i n  a s e a  o f  p a r k i n g  l o t s  ( F i g u r e  7 ) .  The t w o  o l d e s t  
d w e l l i n g s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  1 3 1  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  ( c a .  
1 8 8 9 )  a n d  a t  3 1 5  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  ( c a .  1 8 9 0 ) .  Of t h e  g r a n d  d w e l l i n g s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  C e n t u r y  t h a t  f l a n k e d  West  
A v e n u e ,  o n l y  t h r e e  r e m a i n :  2 8 0 4  Wes t  Avenue  ( c a .  1 8 9 4 ) ,  2 9 0 4  
W e s t  A v e n u e  ( c a .  1 8 9 8 )  a n d  2 9 1 4  West  A.venue ( c a .  1 8 9 8 ) .  The  
h o u s e  a t  2 9 0 4  i s  t h e  m o s t  i n t a c t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  N e w p o r t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  F i v e  b r i c k  h o u s e s  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  3 0 0 0  
a n d  3 1 0 0  b l o c k  o f  West  Avenue  f r o m  i t s  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
p r e s t i g i o u s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

None o f  t h e  o n c e - p r e v a l e n t  b l o c k s  o f  f r a m e  r o w h o u s e s  r e m a i n .  
The o n l y  b r i c k  r o w h o u s e s  r e m a i n  a t  66--78 3 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  a t  319 -  
3 2 5  3 3 r d  S t r e e t .  N e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  a p a r t m e n t s  i n  
downtown N e w p o r t  News l i e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C a s i n o  P a r k  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  A p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
i n c l u d e  t h e  R i v e r s i d e  A p a r t m e n t s  a t  4500-4600  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  
a n d  t h e  K o s s u t h  A p a r t m e n t s  a t  208  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  ( P e r k i n s  C o u r t .  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s i x  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  
b u t  was  b e i n g  d e m o l i s h e d  by  i t s  o w n e r ,  t h e  N e w p o r t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  Company, d u r i n g  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  
r e p o r t ) .  R i v e r s i d e  A p a r t m e n t s  a t  4500-4600  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  may 
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  g r o u p  o f  N e w p o r t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ;  t h e  two b u i l d i n g s  a r e  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  A p a r t m e n t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o v e r  
c o m m e r c i a l  s t o r e f r o n t s  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  t h e m e  e n t i t l e d  
? 1 Commerce.  '' 
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D u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a r t i s a n s  a n d  c r . a f t s - p e o p l e  s e t  u p  
s h o p s  i n  v i l l a g e s  a n d  a t  c r o s s r o a d s ,  i n  c o u n t y  s e a t s  a n d  o t h e r  
s i t e s  w h e r e  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .  T a n n e r i e s ,  
b r e w e r i e s ,  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  s h o e m a k e r s ,  t a f l o r s  a n d  o t h e r s  p o s s e s s i n g  
t r a d e s  t h a t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  a  m a r k e t a b l e  m e a n s  o f  s u p p o r t  
b e c a m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t : r y s i d e .  G r i s t  a n d  s a w  
m i l l s ,  p r o p e l l e d  by  w i n d  o r  w a t e r ,  w e r e  p r e v a l e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  
T i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h ,  e i g h t e e n t h  a n d  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  O f t e n ,  t h e  s ame  m i l l  s i t e s  w e r e  i n  u s e  f o r  
s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s .  I n  Warwick  C o u n t y  m i l l s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  
Warwick  R i v e r  ( Y o u n g ' s  M i l l ) ,  W a t e r s  C r e e k  ( C a u s e y ' s  M i l l ) ,  
P o q u o s o n  R i v e r  ( H a r w o o d ' s  M i l l ) ,  a n d  S a l t e r s  C r e e k  ( a  t i d e  m i l l  
t h a t  was  i n  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e s e  m i l l  
s e a t s  w e r e  d e p i c t e d  by  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  who mapped  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  
t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  a n d  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

I t  was  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  b r o u g h t  N e w p o r t  News t o  
l i f e ,  c o n v e r t i n g  r u r a l  c o u n t r y s i d e  i n t o  a  t h r i v i n g  p o r t  c i t y .  
C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  c e n t e r  o f  
n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commerce  n e a r  Newpor t  News P o i n t ,  w h e r e  
r a i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was  l i n k e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  s e a g o i n g  f r e i g h t ,  
q u i c k e n e d  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  economy a n d  f o r e v e r  c h a n g e d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
t h e  l a n d  a b u t t i n g  N e w p o r t  News P o i n t .  The  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
C h e s a p e a k e  a n d  O h i o  R a i l r o a d ,  w h i c h  t r a c k s  e x t e n d e d  j u s t  e a s t  o f  
N e w p o r t  News P o i n t ,  a n d  t h e  C & 0's p i e r s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  b u i l t  b y  
1 8 8 5 ,  l e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y .  Soon  
a f t e r w a r d ,  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  S h i p b u i l d i n g  Company ( l a t e r  r e n a m e d  t h e  
N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  Dock Company) c o n s t r u c t e d  i t s  
s h i p y a r d  a n d  s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  u p s t r e a m ,  w h e r e  i t  commenced 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e a g o i n g  v e s s e l s .  O t h e r  t y p e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  ( s u c h  a s  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r s ,  c o a l  a n d  l u m b e r  s h i p m e n t  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  c a t t l e  e x p o r t )  g r e w  u p  i n  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  t h e  r a i l  
l i n e s  a n d  t h e  p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  n e a r  N e w p o r t  News P o i n t .  

By 1 8 8 5 ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  p i e r s  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  N e w p o r t  News 
P o i n t  p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  
m a i n  l i n e .  A d j a c e n t  t o  P i e r  Numbers  1 a n d  2 w e r e  i c e  h o u s e s  a n d  
t h e  C & 0 ' s  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r ,  w h i c h  h a d  a  1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  b u s h e l  c a p a c i t y .  
C l o s e  t o  P i e r  Number 3 w a s  a  p u m p i n g  s t a t i o n .  To t h e  n o r t h  w a s  
t h e  C & 0 ' s  c o a l  t r e s s e l ,  c o a l  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  
s t r u c t u r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o a l  e x p o r t  b u s i n e s s .  N e a r b y  w e r e  
c a t t l e  s h e d s  a n d  t e n e m e n t s  t h a t  h o u s e d  w o r k e r s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
--__I_-----------__.------------------------------- 

4 5 ~ n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n ,  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  
p r o c e s s i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l s  ( s u c h  a s  q u a r r y i n g ,  m i n i n g ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
l u m b e r i n g ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  e l e c t r o n i c s ,  p o t t e r y ,  t e x t i l e s ,  f o o d  
-)recessing, d i s t i l l i n g ,  f u e l ,  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  t o o l s ,  
r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s e a f o o d  a n d  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s .  R e s o u r c e  t y p e s  

. n c l u d e  q u a r r i e s ,  m i l l s  ( c a r d i n g ,  g r i s t ,  t e x t i l e  a n d  w o o d w o r k i n g ,  
f a c t o r i e s ,  d i s t i l f a r i e s ,  s h i p y a r d s ,  m i n e s ,  f o r g e s ,  f u r n a c e s ,  
k i l n s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  power  p l a n t s ,  d a m s ,  t a n n e r i e s ,  v i l l a g e  s h o p s  
a n d  o t h e r  s m a l l  crafts a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s .  



r a i l r o a d  a n d  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  By 1 8 8 9 ,  a  s t e a m e r  p i e r  a n d  
d e p o t  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  P i e r  Number 1  a n d  t h e  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  N e w p o r t  News M i l l s ,  a  f e e d - p r o c e s s i n g  m i l l ,  h a d  
b e e n  b u i l t  on  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  c l o s e  t o  P i e r  Number 2 a n d  t h e  C & 0 ' s  
g r a i n  e l e v a t o r .  L a t e r ,  s e v e r a l  new p i e r s  w e r e  b u i l t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
o f  t h e  o l d e r  o n e s ,  some o f  w h i c h  w e r e  r e - n u m b e r e d .  A new l u m b e r  
p i e r  was  d e s i g n a t e d  P i e r  No. 4 ;  F e r g u s o n ' s  Lumber Y a r d  a n d  p i e r  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  1 7 t h  o r  B S t r e e t .  

By 1 8 9 9  some o f  t h e  p i e r s  a l o n g  t h e  Newpor t  News w a t e r f r o n t  
h a d  b e e n  m o d i f i e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  The  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  P i e r  Numbers  4 ,  
5 a n d  6 w e r e  e x p a n d e d  a n d  P i e r  Number 7  ( t h e  s t e a m e r  p i e r )  w a s  
c o n v e r t e d  t o  u s e  b y  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  Bay O y s t e r  a n d  F i s h  Company. 
To t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e  W .  T. F e r g u s o n ' s  Lumber Y a r d ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  B 
( 1 7 t h )  S t r e e t ,  was  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  N e w p o r t  News Lumber Y a r d ,  
w h i c h  e n l a r g e d  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ' s  f a c i l i t i e s .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  
1 9 1 3  t h e  C & 0 R a i l w a y ' s  c o a l  p i e r s  u n d e r w e n t  m o d i f i c a t i o n .  P i e r  
No. 1 1  a n d  some o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  n e a r  i t s  e n t r a n c e  w e r e  r a z e d  a n d  
a  r o a d  w a s  b u i l t  t h a t  r a n  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  A new s t e e l  c o a l  
t r e s s e l  ( P i e r  No. 9 )  a l s o  was  e r e c t e d .  I n l a n d ,  n e a r  t h e  p o i n t  
w h e r e  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e  c u r v e s  s h a r p l y  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  w e r e  t h e  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  New R i v e r  a n d  P o c a h o n t a s  C o n s o l i d a t e d  C o a l  
C o m p a n y ' s  c a r  r e p a i r  s h o p s ,  b u i l t  c a .  1 9 0 7 .  

A m e r i c a n  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  Wor ld  War I b r o u g h t  many c h a n g e s  t o  
t h e  C & 0 ' s  p r o p e r t y  o n  t h e  N e w p o r t  News w a t e r f r o n t .  A g o v e r n m e n t -  
owned w a r e h o u s e  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  c l o s e  t o  P i e r  No. 5 ' s  e n t r a n c e ,  
n e a r  w h i c h  w a s  a  l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  wooden  w a t e r t a n k s .  An Army camp,  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  b a r r a c k s ,  o f f i c e s ,  a  w a r e h o u s e ,  a n d  a  m e s s  h a l l  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  P i e r  Nos .  1 a n d  3 a n d  1 0  a n d  11. To t h e  s o u t h  a n d  
i n l a n d  f r o m  P i e r  Nos .  5 ,  6 ,  a n d  7  w e r e  l a r g e  m u l e  s h e d s  a n d  h a y  
s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  Army. Some 
new d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  o n  t h e  
w a t e r f r o n t ,  w h e r e  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  l u n c h r o o m s  a n d  o t h e r  s m a l l  s c a l e  
b u s i n e s s e s  w e r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  A m a s s i v e  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r  c o m p l e x  
w a s  s e r v e d  b y  P i e r  No. 9 .  By 1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  
t h a t  h a d  o c c u p i e d  t h e  C & 0 ' s  p r o p e r t y  a l o n g  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  d u r i n g  
W o r l d  War I h a d ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  b e e n  r e m o v e d .  A f e w  b a r r a c k s  
r e m a i n e d  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  P i e r  No. 1 0 .  The  o v e r a l l  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  New R i v e r  a n d  P o c a h o n t a s  C o a l  
C o m p a n y ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  C & 0's r a i l r o a d  s h o p s  was  
u n c h a n g e d .  

A n o t h e r  m a j o r  e n t e r p r i s e  t h a t  was  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  C o l l i s  P .  
H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  h i s  a g e n t s  was  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  d r y  d o c k  a n d  
s h i p y a r d  i n  t h e  t own  o f  N e w p o r t  News. I n  1 8 8 6 ,  when t h e  
C h e s a p e a k e  D r y  Dock a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company was  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  
t h e r e  e x i s t e d  ( t h a n k s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  p o r t  o f  N e w p o r t  News) a  
r e a d y - m a d e  m a r k e t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  r e p a i r  o f  s h i p s .  A l s o  
o n  h a n d  w a s  a  good  s u p p l y  o f  a b l e - b o d i e d ,  t h o u g h  u n t r a i n e d ,  
w o r k e r s .  The  l a n d  t h a t  w a s  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  s h i p y a r d  
( a b o v e  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  a l o n g  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e )  h a d  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  
by  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  a g e n t s  i n  1 8 6 6 .  The  c o m p a n y ' s  d r y  d o c k  w a s  
c o m p l e t e d  i n  A p r i l  1 8 8 9  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  o p e n e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s .  



W i t h i n  o n l y  a  f e w  m o n t h s ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  made n o t  o n l y  t o  b u i l d  
s h i p s  b u t  a l s o  t o  r e p a i r  t h e m .  

I n  1 8 8 9 ,  when t h e  N e w p o r t  News Dry  Dock a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Company ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  mapped  by  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  S a n b o r n  
I n s u r a n c e  Company,  t h e  company h a d  two p i e r s ;  a d r y  d o c k ;  m a c h i n e ,  
c a r p e n t e r  a n d  b l a c k s m i t h  s h o p s ;  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s ;  a n d  o f f i c e s .  
By 1 8 9 1  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  h a d  e x p a n d e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a n d  
e x t e n d e d  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  t o  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  a b o v e  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t .  Among t h e  n e w l y  e r e c t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  b o i l e r ,  p a t t e r n ,  
m a c h i n e ,  p i p e - f i t t i n g ,  a n d  p a i n t  s h o p s .  Rowhouses  ( t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  
o f  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s )  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
s h i p y a r d  p r o p e r t y .  I n  1 8 9 0  t h e  s h i p y a r d  was  r e n a m e d  t h e  N e w p o r t  
News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  Dock Company. B e t w e e n  1 8 9 7  a n d  1 8 9 9  t h e  
c o m p a n y ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  u n d e r w e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p a n s i o n .  One o f  t h e  
new f e a t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  b u i l t  w a s  a  d r y  k i l n .  The  H. N. C a s h e y  
F o u n d r y ,  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  4 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  w a s  t a k e n  
o v e r  b y  t h e  N e w p o r t  News I r o n  a n d  B r a s s  W o r k s ,  a n d  t h e n  b y  t h e  
s h i p y a r d ,  w h i c h  e n l a r g e d  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  Many b l a c k  w o r k e r s  f o u n d  
e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  s h i p y a r d .  

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  Wor ld  War I ,  t h e  N e w p o r t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company assu .med a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  t h e  w a r  
e f f o r t ,  f o r  s h i p b u i l d i n g  w a s  o f  p r i m a r y  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  m i l i t a r y  
d e f e n s e ,  The  c o m p a n y ' s  f o u n d r y  was  e n l a r g e d  t o  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  
e n t i r e  b l o c k  b o u n d  b y  4 0 t h  a n d  4 1 s t  S t r e e t s  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  
V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s  a n d  m o r e  d r y  d o c k s ,  p i e r s  a n d  s h i p w a y s  w e r e  
b u i l t .  S t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  a  p a t t e r n  s h o p  w e r e  e r e c t e d  a d j a c e n t  
t o  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  b a r r a c k s  f o r  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s  w e r e  b u i l t  on  
two v a c a n t  b l o c k s  a l o n g  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  b e t w e e n  3 5 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t s .  A p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  b e t w e e n  4 5 t h  a n d  
4 9 t h  S t r e e t s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  h o u s i n g  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s .  The  s h i p y a r d  b u i l t  a new f o u n d r y  b e t w e e n  V i r g i n i a  
Avenue  a n d  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s ,  By t h e  m i d - 1 9 2 0 s ,  t h e  N e w p o r t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  Dock Company ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  h a d  e x p a n d e d  
n o r t h w a r d  t o  5 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  

D u r i n g  W o r l d  War I1 t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  
Dock Company was  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t  f i g h t i n g  
s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  a n d  b a t t l e s h i p s ,  A g a i n ,  t h e  
s h i p y a r d ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  w o r k - f o r c e  e n t e r e d  a p e r i o d  o f  m a j o r  
e x p a n s i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 s  t h e  H o r a c e  E .  Dodge B o a t  a n d  
P l a n e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  was  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  o l d  Camp S t u a r t  s i t e  
o v e r l o o k i n g  Hampton  R o a d s ,  b e g a n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  l a n d i n g  c r a f t ,  m o t o r  
l a u n c h  p a t r o l  b o a t s ,  m i n e  y a w l s ,  a n d  c r a s h  o r  r e s c u e  b o a t s .  

The  g r o w t h  a n d  m a t u r a t i o n  o f  N e w p o r t  News i n t o  a  m o d e r n  
m e t r o p o l i s  c r e a t e d  a n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  ( s u c h  a s  p o w e r  
p l a n t s ,  i c e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  s e w a g e  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
s e r v i c e - r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s )  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  v a r i o u s  g o o d s  a n d  
c o m m o d i t i e s .  A t  c e r t a i n  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  c i t y ' s  h i s t o r y  ( f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  W o r l d  Wars  I a n d  11, when t h e  c i t y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  
p o p u l a t i o n  e x p l o s i o n )  c i t i z e n s '  n e e d s  o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ,  h o u s i n g ,  a n d  r e t a i l  m e r c h a n d i z e .  M a k e r s  o f  



c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e s ,  m e d i c i n e s ,  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s ,  b e e r ,  a n d  
f u r n i t u r e  b u i l t  p l a n t s  i n  Newpor t  News, w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  o n l y  
f u l f i l l  l o c a l  m a r k e t i n g  demands  b u t  a l s o  e x p o r t  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  t o  
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  b e y o n d .  A m a j o r  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  l e d  
t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  w o o d w o r k i n g  a n d  p l a n i n g  m i l l s  a n d  o t h e r  
f a c i l i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h o m e - b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y .  

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  
V i r g i n i a  Avenue ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  t h e  C & 0 ' s  
t r a c k s  c u r v e d  w e s t  t o w a r d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ' s  s h o r e .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  
o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  was  t h e  Warwick I r o n  Works ,  
w h i c h  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  u s e  b y  t h e  B e n s o n  a n d  P h i l l i p s  
Company i n  c a .  1 8 9 9 .  By 1 8 9 1  t h e  P e n i n s u l a  E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  
Power  Company h a d  b u i l t  a  power  s t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 7 t h  
S t r e e t s .  Lumber y a r d s ,  a  h a r n e s s  s h o p ,  a  g e n e r a l  r e p a i r  s h o p ,  
wood w o r k s ,  a  f e e d  m i l l  a n d  a  l i m e  a n d  f e e d  m i l l  w e r e  l o c a t e d  
b e t w e e n  2 7 t h  and  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a l o n g  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s .  The D .  
J o  J o n e s  and  Company 's  l u m b e r  y a r d  was s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  2 6 t h  and  
2 7 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  b e t w e e n  2 8 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  was 
t h e  Newpor t  News M i l l i n g  Company 's  p l a n i n g  m i l l .  The Newman a n d  
Son P l a n i n g  M i l l  a l s o  was  c l o s e  a t  h a n d .  

By 1 8 9 7  t h e  C r y s t a l  I c e  a n d  R e f r i g e r a t i n g  Company 's  p l a n t  had  
b e e n  b u i l t  o n  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  b e t w e e n  2 4 t h  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s ;  two 
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  P e n i n s u l a  
E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  Power Company. To t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  i c e  p l a n t  
was t h e  P a b s t  B r e w i n g  Company 's  b e e r - b o t t l i n g  p l a n t .  Be tween  1897  
a n d  1 8 9 9  t h e  B o o k e r  P o r c h  Company t o o k  o v e r  t h e  b l o c k  f o r m e r l y  
u s e d  b y  t h e  Newpor t  News M i l l i n g  Company. The R .  E .  R i c h a r d s o n ' s  
Lumber Y a r d ,  w h i c h  was  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  3 0 t h  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t s ,  by 
1 9 2 6  h a d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by  t h e  Benson  a n d  P h i l i p s  Company. The 
Newpor t  News D i s t i l l e d  I c e  Company 's  p l a n t  a b u t t e d  t h e  t r a c k s  o f  
t h e  C & 0 ;  a  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i z e ,  i t  e x p a n d e d  i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s .  I n  1 8 9 7 ,  t h e  Newpor t  News 
K n i t t i n g  M i l l ' s  f a c t o r y  s t o o d  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue ,  
b e t w e e n  3 3 r d  a n d  3 4 t h  S t r e e t s .  

T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b r i d g e s  a c r o s s  t h e  C & 0  t r a c k s  f o s t e r e d  
i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  E a s t  End. On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e ,  t h e  Newpor t  News Guano Works ,  a  
f e r t i l i z e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  b u i l t  a  p l a n t  a b u t t i n g  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  R o b e r t  P o r t e r  
B r e w i n g  Company c o n s t r u c t e d  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  C & 0 
l i n e ,  n o t  f a r  f r o m  a  wood a n d  c o a l  y a r d  on  22nd S t r e e t .  Two 
m o v i n g  c o m p a n i e s  a l s o  became e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A b u t t i n g  
Warwick  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  was t h e  Warwick  
B r e w i n g  Company 's  f a c t o r y ,  w i t h  i t s  i c e  p l a n t ,  c o o p e r i n g  s h o p ,  
b e e r  c e l l a r s ,  b r e w  h o u s e  a n d  b o i l e r  r o o m s .  On 3 3 r d  S t r e e t  was t h e  
Newpor t  News S h i r t  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company 's  p l a n t .  The R y s d a l e  
Remedy Company, a  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e s ,  h a d  i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  n e a r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  and  3 3 r d  
S t r e e t .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 3  a n d  1907  t h e  Kanawha G r a i n  Company t o o k  o v e r  
t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r m e r l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  Consumers  L i g h t ,  H e a t ,  a n d  
I c e  Company 's  e l e c t r i c a l  g e n e r a t i n g  p l a n t  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  



3 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  f i n e .  A g a r b a g e  i n c i n e r a t o r  was  
b u i l t  o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  Warwick  Avenue  a n d  2 0 t h  S t r e e t .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3  t h e  H o s t e r  B r e w i n g  Company c o n s t r u c t e d  
new f a c i l i t i e s  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  V i r g i n i a  
Avenue  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B r e w i n g  Company, w h i c h  f a c i l i t i e s  e x t e n d e d  
a c r o s s  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e ,  t o o k  o v e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r e a  f o r m e r l y  
o c c u p i e d  by  t h e  C i t i z e n s  R a i l w a y ,  L i g h t  a n d  Power  Company ' s  i c e  
p l a n t .  The  A m e r i c a n  T o b a c c o  Company ' s  c i g a r  f a c t o r y ,  w h i c h  i n  
1 9 0 7  s t o o d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  3 4 t h  
S t r e e t ,  b y  1 9 1 3  h a d  b u r n e d  down,  A b u t t i n g  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a t  
42nd  a n d  4 3 r d  S t r e e t s  was  t h e  N e w p o r t  News a n d  Hampton  R a i l w a y ,  
G a s ,  a n d  E l e c t r i c  Companyt  s y a r d .  

By 1 9 1 9  c h a n g e s  a l s o  w e r e  i n  e v i d e n c e  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s .  The R .  W .  Newman a n d  Company ' s  p l a n i n g  m i l l  ( o n  
3 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  t h e  C & 0 ' s  l i n e s ) ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  b y  
f i r e ,  was  r e p l a c e d  by  t h e  M. R.  P i l a n d  M i l l i n g  Company ' s  
w o r k s h o p s .  A v e n e e r  f a c t o r y  l o c a t e d  i , m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  p l a n i n g  m i l l ,  a c r o s s  32nd  S t r e e t ,  b y  1 9 1 9  h a d  b e e n  r a z e d .  The  
Kanawha G r a i n  Company ' s  o l d  c o m p l e x  was  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  N e w p o r t  
News Gas  Company a n d  C i t i z e n s  R a i l w a y ,  L i g h t  a n d  Bower Company. 

W o r l d  War I a n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d - u p  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e d  i t  
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  many c h a n g e s  i n  N e w p o r t  News'  E a s t  End .  The Army 
Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  C o r p s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s e r i e s  o f  w a r e h o u s e s  a b u t t i n g  
t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e  a n d  i t s  e a s t e r n  s p u r  w h i c h  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t .  N e a r  t h e s e  w a r e h o u s e s  w e r e  t h e  T e x a s  
Company ' s  f u e l  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  P .  W .  H i d e n  h a d  a  l a r g e  h a y -  
p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t  on  J e f f e r s o n  A v e n u e ,  a b o v e  3 5 t h  S t r e e t .  A t  t h e  
f o o t  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  was  t h e  Sma l l .  B o a t  H a r b o r ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  
w h i c h  w e r e  s e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
S h i p y a r d  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  f a c i l i t i e s ,  the!  V i r g i n i a  Food  P r o d u c t s  
C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  m e a t - p a c k i n g  a n d  c o l d  s t l o r a g e  p l a n t ,  two  c o a l  a n d  
wood y a r d s ,  t h e  Newpor t  News T a l l o w  Company ' s  f a c t o r y ,  t h e  T e x a s  
Company ' s  o i l  t a n k s  a n d  w a r e h o u s e ,  a n d  t h e  b o a t  h a r b o r ' s  m a r i n e  
r a i l w a y  a n d  m a r i n e  r e p a i r  c o m p l e x .  

By 1 9 2 6  a r a i l r o a d  s i d i n g  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  Acme 
S u p p l y  Company ' s  y a r d ,  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  Warwick  A v e n u e .  M e a n w h i l e ,  
t h e  T e x a s  Company ' s  p r o p e r t y  n e a r  t h e  C & 0  b y  1 9 2 6  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  
o v e r  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O i l  Company a n d  t h e  N e w p o r t  News F o u n d r y  
Company moved i n t o  t h e  P .  W e  H i d e n  Company ' s  h a y  s t o r a g e  
w a r e h o u s e .  The N e w p o r t  News P r i n t i n g  Company h a d  b u i l t  a  p l a n t  on  
2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  c l o s e  t o  w h i c h  was  a  l a r g e  s t e a m  l a u n d r y .  T h e  b l o c k s  
n o r t h  o f  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  w e r e  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  v a c a n t ,  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  J .  G .  C u r t i s  D a i r y ' s  f a c i l i t i e s ,  o n  M a r s h a l l  
A v e n u e ,  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  L e v e n s o n  P a e ' k i n g  Company, w h i c h  f a c e d  
e a s t  u p o n  Wickham A v e n u e .  The  p r o t r u s i o n  o f  t h e s e  c o m p l e x e s  i n t o  
t h e  s t r e e t s  t h e y  b o r d e r e d  a n d  t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s t r e e t  p a t t e r n  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  may h a v e  p r e d a t e d  t h e  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  t h o r o u g h f a r e s  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  l o c a t e d .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 1 9  a n d  1 9 2 6  t h e  M a d i s o n  M a t t r e s s  Company b u i l t  a  



p l a n t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  Hampton Avenue .  The o l d  s e w a g e  pumping  
s t a t i o p  on 2 6 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d  a n d  a  s o f t  d r i n k  
b o t t l i n g  p l a n t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  . c o r n e r  o f  Wickham 
Avenue  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  B e t w e e n  1 9 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  Old P o i n t  B l v d .  
was t h e  Advance  S h i r t  Company 's  f a c t o r y  a n d  s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e s .  
Be low Old P o i n t  B l v d .  was t h e  c i t y ' s  power  p l a n t ,  a n d  t h e  R a n c o c a s  
M i l l s ,  I n c . ' s  d o o r m a t  f a c t o r y ,  To t h e  e a s t  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue ,  
a b u t t i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  was  t h e  Newpor t  News D i s t i l l e d  I c e  
Company. N e a r b y ,  b e t w e e n  Roanoke  a n d  C h e s t n u t  Avenues  and  t h e  C & 
0 ' s  s p u r  l i n e ,  w e r e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  G u l f  R e f i n i n g  Company, 
t h e  S t a n d a r d  O i l  Company a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  O i l  Company. 

The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Newpor t  News, a s  f i r s t  a  town a n d  t h e n  a  
c i t y ,  l e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s m a l l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  w h i c h  
a t t r a c t e d  c r a f t - a n d - t r a d e  p e o p l e  ( s u c h  a s  c o b b l e r s ,  b u t c h e r s ,  
b a k e r s ,  b a r b e r s ,  t a i l o r s ,  u n d e r t a k e r s ,  l a u n d r y - w o r k e r s ,  a n d  
d r u g g i s t s ) ,  who s e t  up s h o p s  t h a t  e n a b l e d  them t o  s e r v e  a  l o c a l  
c l i e n t e l e .  A l l  o f  Newpor t  News' n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  
e c o n o m i c  l e v e l ,  h a d  s h o p s  w h e r e  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  
w e r e  e m p l o y e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f e w e r  s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  
l e s s  a f f l u e n t  p a r t s  o f  t own .  T h i s  p r e s u m a b l y  was  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
r e l a t i v e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d i s p o s a b l e  i n c o m e .  

No t  l o n g  a f t e r  Newpor t  News b e g a n  t o  d e v e l o p  i n t o  a  
c o m m u n i t y ,  c r a f t - a n d - t r a d e  w o r k e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  e m p l o y e d  i n  s e r v i c e -  
r e l a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n s  s e t  up  s h o p  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  By 1 8 8 5 ,  
s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  who w o r k e d  on t h e  
p i e r s  a n d  i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  y a r d s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  r e s i d e n t s  o f  n e a r b y  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  Two c o b b l e r s ,  a  b u t c h e r  a n d  a  b a k e r  o p e n e d  s h o p s  
o n  A a n d  B S t r e e t s .  A s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w ,  b a r b e r s  a n d  o t h e r  
s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  a n d  a r t i s a n s  moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
1 8 8 0 s  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  A a n d  B S t r e e t s  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  
c o m p r i s e d  a  s m a l l - s c a l e  i n d u s t r i a l / c o m m e r c i a 1  d i s t r i c t .  

By 1 8 8 9  s e v e r a l  c r a f t - a n d - t r a d e  f a c i l i t i e s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  
t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  S h o p s  o p e r a t e d  b y  a  
c a r p e n t e r ,  a  c a b i n e t - m a k e r ,  a p r i n t e r ,  a  b a r b e r ,  a  d r u g g i s t ,  a n d  a  
b a k e r  w e r e  o p e n  f o r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  a n  u n d e r t a k e r  a l s o  had  a n  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  The  s p a r s e l y ,  p o p u l a t e d  
r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  
l i n e  c o n t a i n e d  a  v e r y  l i m i t e d  amoun t  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s .  A 
c o b b l e r ' s  s h o p  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  22nd a n d  2 3 r d  
S t r e e t s  a n d  Hampton Avenue .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  t h e  E a s t  End 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  l i g h t l y  s e t t l e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  
i n t o  s t r e e t s  a n d  l o t s .  On I v y  Avenue ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  2 0 t h  
S t r e e t ,  was a  b a r b e r  s h o p .  Few c r a f t - a n d - t r a d e  w o r k e r s  moved i n t o  
t h e  E a s t  End p r i o r  t o  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  o p e n e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  on  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ,  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  a l o n g  2 8 t h ,  2 9 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  
S t r e e t s .  On 2 8 t h  S t r e e t  w e r e  a  t i n  s h o p ,  a  l a u n d r y ,  a n d  c a r r i a g e  
s h o p  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o f  a b u t c h e r ,  a  
c o b b l e r ,  a n d  a s t o n e - c u t t e r .  A w h e e l w r i g h t ' s  s h o p ,  a  p a i n t  s h o p ,  
a  s t e a m  l a u n d r y  a n d  a  c a r p e n t r y  s h o p ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  o r i e n t e d  



t o w a r d  L a f a y e t t e  S t r e e t ,  w e r e  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  2 9 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  
S t r e e t s .  On West  A v e n u e ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  H o t e l  W a r w i c k ,  w e r e  
a  b a r b e r  s h o p  a n d  l a u n d r y .  I n  1 8 9 3 ,  c o b b l e r ' s ,  t a i l o r ' s  a n d  
w o o d w o r k i n g  s h o p s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  B l o c k s  b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  3 4 t h  
S t r e e t s .  I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 s ,  a s  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
i n t e n s i f i e d  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C d 0 t r a c k s ,  new n e i g h b o r h o o d  
s h o p s  a n d  s e r v i c e - r e l a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  By 1 9 0 3  
l a u n d r i e s ,  c o b b l e r  s h o p s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s e r v i c e - r e l a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s  
w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  N o r t h  End a t t r a c t e d  c r a f t s - a n d -  
t r a d e s  w o r k e r s  w h ~  o p e n e d  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  c a t e r e d  t o  a l o c a l  
c l i e n t e l e .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  N o r t h  End was  p e r c e i v e d  a s  
o f f e r i n g  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  e c o n o m i c  p r o m i s e ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  was  r e l a t i v e l y  a f f l u e n t .  B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  
1 9 0 3 ,  b a r b e r  s h o p s  a n d  l a u n d r i e s  w e r e   erected a t  i r r e g u l a r  
i n t e r v a l s  a l o n g  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue .  A s  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  b e c a m e  m o r e  p o p u l o u s ,  b a k e r s ,  t a i l o r s  a n d  
o t h e r  a r t i s a n s  moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  a n d  s e t  u p  s h o p s .  

A t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  two m e a t - p a c k i n g  
c o m p a n i e s  ( S w i f t  a n d  A r m o u r )  b u i l t  c o l d  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  o n  2 3 r d  
S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e s ,  a n d  t h e  N e l s o n  
M o r r i s  a n d  Company o p e n e d  a  n e a r b y  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t .  Two 
w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a n d  a l a r g e  f e e d  s t o r e  a l s o  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  c l o s e  a t  h a n d .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 3  a n d  1 9 0 7 ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  
w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  w a r e h o u s e s ,  t h e  H o s t e r  B e e r  D e p o t ,  a n d  two 
p r o d u c e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  b u i l t  f a c i l i t i e s  on  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  W h o l e s a l e  
l i q u o r  a n d  t o b a c c o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  a p r o d u c e  s t o r e  a n d  a  c i g a r  
f a c t o r y  a l s o  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  on  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  
2 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  D u r i n g  Wor ld  War I ,  t h e  A k e r s  S t e a m  L a u n d r y  w a s  
b e e n  b u i l t  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n ,  

The  l o n g e v i t y  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  Newpor t  News h a s  
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  i n d u s t r i a l - r e l a t e d  
b u i l d i n g s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  l a r g e  
e x p a n s e s  o f  o p e n  i n t e r i o r  s p a c e ,  a r e  w e l l - s u i t e d  f o r  a d a p t i v e  
r e u s e .  I n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  c o n c z e n t r a t e d  a r o u n d  S h i p y a r d  
p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  p i e r s ,  a l o n g  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  Warwick  
B o u l e v a r d  a n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  

The  P i e r s  a t  Newpor t  News' Deep  W a t e r  T e r m i n a l  h a v e  
c o n s t a n t l y  u n d e r g o n e  c h a n g e s  t o  a d j u s t  t o  new u s e s ,  a d a p t  t o  
a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  o r  a c c o m m o d a t e  l a r g e  v e s s e l s .  P i e r s  t o d a y  
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  
D r y d o c k  Company i n c l u d e  P i e r  A o r  H o r n e  B r o t h e r s  P i e r  ( d e s t r o y e d  
b y  f i r e  i n  1 9 3 6 ;  r e b u i l t  f o r  t u g b o a t  m o o r i n g ) ,  P i e r  B a n d  P i e r  C 
( owned  by  t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  u s e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  c a r g o  
i m p o r t a t i o n  a n d  e x p o r t a t i o n ;  t h e s e  r e p l a c e d  P i e r s  1 t h r o u g h  6 ) ,  
P i e r  8 (a  t o b a c c o  p i e r  owned b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y ;  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  E m b a r k a t i o n  d u r i n g  WWII), P i e r  9  o r  1 X  ( u s e d  f o r  b u l k  
c o a l  b y  P i e r  9 A s s o c i a t e s ;  r e b u i l t  1 9 5 5  a n d  c a .  1 9 8 2 ) ,  t h e  DTA 
P i e r  ( u s e d  b y  D o m i n i o n  T e r m i n a l  A s s o c i a t e s )  f o r  b u l k  c o a l ) ,  P i e r  
1 4  ( a  c o a l  p i e r  c o n s t r u c t e d  c a .  a 9 4 7 ) ,  P i e r  15  ( a  c o a l  p i e r  b u i l t  



c a ,  1 9 3 1 ) ,  a n d  t h e  E s s o  o r  Koch P i e r  ( u s e d  f o r  l i q u i d  b u l k )  
( C r o s b y :  296-  
3 0 5 ) .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  P i e r s  1  t h r o u g h  5 ,  g o n e  a r e  t h e  
M e r c h a n d i s e  P i e r  t h a t  was  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  
P l e a s u r e  P i e r  f o r  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  
( t h a t  h a d  a  c o v e r e d  s h e l t e r  a t  i t s  e n d ) ,  t h e  T r a i n  S t a t i o n  P i e r  
( d e m o l i s h e d  i n  1 9 9 0  b y  t h e  C i t y ) ,  P i e r  7 ( t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t e a m e r  
p i e r ) ,  P i e r  1 0  ( a  c o a l  p i e r ) ,  P i e r s  1 1  t h r o u g h  1 3 ,  a n d ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r s  ( o n e  d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  i n  1 9 1 5 ,  t h e  
o t h e r  i n  1 9 3 4 )  ( C r o s b y :  6 3 ) .  

P i e r  1 5 ,  owned b y  CSX, i s  t h e  l a s t  r e m a i n i n g  p i e r  m o r e  t h a n  
5 0  y e a r s  o l d  t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r a d i c a l l y  r e b u i l t  o r  d e m o l i s h e d .  
T h e  p i e r  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a  c o a l - l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
t u r n e d  r a i l r o a d  c a r s  u p s i d e  down o n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  dumped t h e  
c o n t e n t s  i n t o  a  s h i p ' s  h o l d .  Two o p e n  w a r e h o u s e s  ( a c r o s s  f r o m  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  l o c a t i o n  o f  P i e r  6 ) ,  owned by  t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  
A u t h o r i t y ,  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t e d  h i s t o r i c  
s t r u c t u r e s  o n  t h e  o l d  C & O  R a i l w a y  p r o p e r t y .  ( O t h e r  r a i l r o a d  
b u i l d i n g s  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  t h e  t h e m e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . )  

N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  Company r e t a i n s  a l a r g e  
n u m b e r  o f  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s .  A c c e s s  was  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  a n y  o f  
t h e  S h i p y a r d ' s  p r o p e r t y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t r y i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  
s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a i n  f r o m  t h e  f o u n d i n g  d a y s  o f  t h e  S h i p y a r d  was  
e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t .  I t  was  a l s o  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l  w h i c h  
s t r u c t u r e s  may h a v e  b e e n  r e m o d e l e d  d r a s t i c a l l y ,  t h u s  a l t e r i n g  
t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  A d r a f t  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  a  
s m a l l  c o r e  o f  S h i p y a r d  p r o p e r t y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  some o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g ,  Dry  Dock One ,  J o i n e r  a n d  M a c h i n e  S h o p s ,  
O p e r a t i o n s  B u i l d i n g ,  P o w e r h o u s e ,  t h e  T u g b o a t  ---- D o r o t h y ,  a n d  
S t r u c t u r e s  4 9 ,  5 3 ,  5 5 ,  5 7 ,  a n d  5 8  ( F i g u r e  8 ) .  A s m a l l  s a m p l i n g  
o f  S h i p y a r d  s t r u c t u r e s  h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  The  
F o u n d r y  a n d  P a t t e r n  S h o p ,  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  3 9 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  4 1 s t  
S t r e e t  a r e  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  r ecommended  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  b o u n d a r i e s ,  

Two o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  a r e  
r ecommended  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  among N e w p o r t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  The f i r s t  i s  t h e  S.W. H o l t  & Co. 
b u i l d i n g  a t  1 2 8  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  The  s t r u c t u r e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  
r o w  o f  e a r l y  N e w p o r t  N e w s  w a r e h o u s e s ,  i s  i n  n e a r - o r i g i n a l  
c o n d i t i o n  a n d  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  N e w p o r t  News 
n e a r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  The s e c o n d  i s  t h e  C o c a - C o l a  
c o m p l e x  l o c a t e d  a t  3 2 0 0  a n d  3 3 0 0  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e .  The  
s t r u c t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  i n  t h e s e  two b l o c k s  s y m b o l i z e  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  
o f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  N e w p o r t  News m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e  o v e r  a  
p e r i o d  o f  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s .  

One o f  t h e  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  N e w p o r t  News i s  a n  
i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  a t  413-417  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  h a y ,  
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g r a i n ,  a n d  f l o u r  w a r e  b u s i n e s s .  The b u i l d i n g  h a s  a n  1 8 9 2  p l a q u e .  
A n o t h e r  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  Newpor t  News i s  t h a t  a t  226 
2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  a r o u n d  1 8 9 8  a s  a  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  a n d  
f e e d  b u s i n e s s .  

The  a r e a  a l o n g  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  a n d  n e x t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s  r e t a i n s  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  The l a r g e s t  
c o m p l e x  i s  t h e  N o l a n d  Company, a  p l u m b i n g  s u p p l i e r  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  
2600  a n d  2700  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d .  An i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a t  2501  
Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  o r i g i n a l l y  h o u s e d  a  wagon s h o p  a n d  a u t o  r e p a i r  
b u s i n e s s ;  i t  l a t e r  became a n  a u t o m o b i l e  d e a l e r  a n d ,  m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  
a n  a i r  f i l t e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r .  The s t r u c t u r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  h a d  a  
s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  o l d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  
B r i d g e .  A n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o m p l e x  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  3000  t o  
3 1 0 0  b l o c k s  o f  Warwick  w h e r e  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  Benson P h i l l i p s  
c o m p l e x  e x i s t s  a l o n g  w i t h  a  row o f  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  by  B e n s o n  P h i l l i p s  a n d  r e n t e d  t o  s u c h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
a s  a  d a i r y  b u s i n e s s  a n d  a  f e e d  a n d  g r a i n  s t o r e .  

HISTORICAL THEME: M I L I T A R Y ~ ~  

D a n i e l  G o o k i n ,  who e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  N e w p o r t  News p o i n t  i n  1 6 2 1 ,  i s  t h e  f i r s t  E u r o p e a n  c o l o n i s t  
known t o  h a v e  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a .  
G o o k i n ' s  men, h a v i n g  w i t h s t o o d  t h e  March  1 6 2 2  I n d i a n  u p r i s i n g ,  
s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e i r  p l a n t a t i o n  a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  b e  e v a c u a t e d  t o  a  
p o s i t i o n  o f  g r e a t e r  s a f e t y .  I n  1 6 2 5  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a t  Newpor t  News 
h a d  t h r e e  p i e c e s  o f  m o u n t e d  o r d i n a n c e .  

I n  1 6 2 7 ,  o f f i c i a l s  a t  Ja rnes town d e c i d e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  
a  f o r e i g n  i n v a s i o n ,  a l l  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  who w e r e  u n f i t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  w e r e  t o  b e  
w i t h d r a w n  t o  Newpor t  News, f r o m  w h i c h  p o i n t  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  r emoved  
t o  Mathews Manor ( D e n b i g h ) ,  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  o f  Samue l  Mathews .  I n  
J u n e  1 6 6 7  V i r g i n i a ' s  t o b a c c o  f l e e t  came u n d e r  a t t a c k  w h i l e  
a n c h o r e d  n e a r  Newpor t  News p o i n t .  D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - 1 6 7 0 s ,  when 
B a c o n ' s  R e b e l l i o n  s w e p t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o l o n y ,  a  p a r t y  o f  a r m e d  men 
( s u p p o r t e r s  o f  N a t h a n i e l  B a c o n )  f i r e d  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  ~ i n g ' s  n a v a l  
v e s s e l s  w h i c h  was a n c h o r e d  o f f  Newpor t  News p o i n t .  L a t e r ,  a n  
a t t a c k  was made a g a i n s t  a g r o u p  o f  r e b e l s  who w e r e  o c c u p y i n g  a  
h o u s e  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  A c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
R e v o l u t i o n  a  g r o u p  o f  B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r s  l a n d e d  n e a r  Newpor t  News 
P o i n t  a n d  m a r c h e d  u p  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  W a t e r s  C r e e k .  T h e r e ,  t h e y  
came u n d e r  a t t a c k  by  a  p a r t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  m i l i t i a ,  who r o u t e d  them 
s u c c e s s f u l l y .  

When war  b r o k e  o u t  b e t w e e n  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h ,  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 0 s ,  
a r m e d  c o n f l i c t  a g a i n  s w e p t  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a .  Un ion  G e n e r a l  
- _ _ _ _ - _ - - - - _ _ - _ I _ - - - - - - - - - - - I - - - -  

4 6 ~ h i s  t h e m e  i n c l u d e s  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y ,  b a t t l e s ,  s t r a t e g i c  
l o c a t i o n s  a n d  e v e n t s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y .  R e s o u r c e  
t y p e s  i n c l u d e  a r m o r i e s ,  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  b a t t l e f i e l d s ,  c a m p s ,  
t r a v e l  r o u t e s ,  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s ,  m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n s ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  
m i l i t a r y  p o i n t s  s u c h  a s  c r o s s i n g s  a n d  l o o k o u t s .  



B e n j a m i n  F .  B u t l e r  a n d  h i s  men a r r i v e d  a t  N e w p o r t  News P o i n t  i n  
May 1 8 6 1  a n d  w i t h i n  a  m o n t h  h a d  f o r t i f i e d  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  
C o l u m b i a d s .  E a r t h w o r k s  w e r e  t h r o w n  up  a n d  a  m i l i t a r y  c o m p l e x  
named Camp B u t l e r  was  b u i l t ,  w h i c h  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  a  
c o m m i s s a r y ,  w h a r v e s ,  w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  s t r u c t u r e s .  When 
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  l a n d s c a p e ,  Camp B u t l e r  e x t e n d e d  
f r o m  t h e  f o o t  o f  P i e r  No. 2  t o  P i e r  No ,  8  o r  9 ,  a t  1 8 t h  S t r e e t .  
F o r t  E r i c c s o n ,  a  U n i o n  Army p o s t  t h a t  was  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y  Dock Company ' s  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e p o r t e d l y  was  b u i l t  on  t h e  f a r m  o f  R o b e r t  L e e ,  w h o s e  
d w e l l i n g  i t  e n c l o s e d .  F o r t  E r i c c s o n  was  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  42nd  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e s  b u i l t  a w a t e r  b a t t e r y  on  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d .  L a t e r  i n  
t h e  summer C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e s  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  G e n e r a l  J o h n  
B .  M a g r u d e r  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r e e  l i n e s  o f  d e f e n s i v e  w o r k s  a c r o s s  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a ,  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e t a r d  t h e  U n i o n  Army ' s  a d v a n c e  
o v e r l a n d  t o w a r d  R i c h m o n d .  

The  w a t e r s  o f f  s h o r e  f r o m  N e w p o r t  News w e r e  t h e  s c e n e  o f  
n a v a l  c o m b a t  d u r i n g  M a r c h  1 8 6 2 ,  f o r  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  i r o n c l a d ,  
V i r ~ i n i a  ( M e r r i m a c k ) ,  rammed a n d  s a n k  t h e  U. S .  f r i g a t e  C u m b e r l a n d  
V .',,,-,, . . - ---------- 
a n d  a t t a c k e d  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  --- C o n g r e s s .  ----- The c e l e b r a t e d  d u e l  
b e t w e e n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  a n d  t h e  M o n i t o r  a l s o  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  Hampton  

-4--- ----- 
R o a d s .  The  F l o r i d a .  a  C o n f e d e r a t e  v e s s e l  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  ------ 
b y  t h e  U n i o n  Navy,  s a n k  o f f  s h o r e  f r o m  N e w p o r t  News i n  November  
1 8 6 4 .  

A f t e r  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  a t  A p p o m a t t o x ,  Camp B u t l e r  b e c a m e  a 
d e t e n t i o n  f a c i l i t y  f o r  C o n f e d e r a t e  p r i . s o n e r s .  By e a r l y  J u l y  1 8 6 5  
m o s t  o f  i t s  i n m a t e s  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  home a n d  o n  A u g u s t  2 ,  1 8 6 5  Camp 
B u t l e r  was  d e a c t i v a t e d .  No o t h e r  m i l i . t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  known t o  
h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  Newpor t  News b e t w e e n  t h e  C i v i l  War a n d  
1 9 0 7 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  a n  Army s u p p l y  d e p o t  was  b u i l t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  

D u r i n g  W o r l d  War I ,  N e w p o r t  News p l a y e d  a v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  
war  e f f o r t .  The B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  r e m o u n t  s t a t i o n  
i n  t h e  c i t y ,  f r o m  w h i c h  h o r s e s  a n d  m u l e s  w e r e  s h i p p e d  t o  E u r o p e .  
I n  1 9 1 4  t h e  C u r t i s  F l y i n g  S c h o o l ,  w h e r e  m i l i t a r y  a v i a t o r s  w e r e  
t r a i n e d ,  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  H a r b o r -  
M i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  a n d  t h e  
s h i p y a r d ' s  p r o d u c t i v i t y  w a s  g r e a t l y  a c c e l e r a t e d .  An a r m y  camp ,  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  b a r r a c k s ,  o f f i c e s ,  a  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  a  m e s s  h a l l ,  was  
b u i l t  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e s ,  b e t w e e n  P i e r  
Nos .  P a n d  3 ,  Mule  y a r d s  a n d  s h e d s  a n d  h a y  s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e s  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  c l o s e  t o  P i e r  Nos .  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  1 0  a n d  1 1 .  Army b a r r a c k s  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  P i e r  Nos .  1 0  a n d  11. 

A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s  was  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  Army ' s  p o r t  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n ,  n e a r  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  
a r m y ' s  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  t h e  Army-Navy L i b r a r y .  
Army b a r r a c k s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  West  Avenue  a n d  t h e  r i v e r ,  a t  
3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  c l o s e  t o  a  l a r g e  m e s s  h a l l ,  O f f i c e r s  q u a r t e r s ,  w h i e h  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  s t u c c o e d  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  o n  b o t h  



s i d e s  o f  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  West Avenue a n d  t h e  r i v e r .  F r o n t i n g  
o n  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  was t h e  Army/Navy O f f i c e r s  C l u b .  S e v e r a l  
a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  c l o s e - b y  t o  h o u s e  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  
m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  d e f e n s e  w o r k e r s .  Army o f f i c e r s  q u a r t e r s  
a n d  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  s h i p y a r d  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on 
two f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  b l o c k s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  
b e t w e e n  3 5 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s .  

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  w a r t i m e  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d - u p  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  
Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company w e r e  e n l a r g e d  
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  A s e r i e s  o f  new d r y  d o c k s ,  p i e r s  a n d  s h i p w a y s  
p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  a n d  t h e  s h i p y a r d ' s  f o u n d r y  had  
e x p a n d e d  t o  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  e n t i r e  b l o c k  b e t w e e n  4 0 t h  a n d  4 1 s t  
S t r e e t s  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s .  A d j a c e n t  t o  V i r g i n i a  
Avenue  w e r e  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s ,  s t o r e h o u s e s ,  o f f i c e s  a n d  a  p a t t e r n  
s h o p  a n d  a b u t t i n g  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  w e r e  r o w s  o f  b a r r a c k s ,  a  
k i t c h e n  a n d  a  m e s s  h a l l  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  t o  accommoda te  
s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s .  D i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  on  a n o t h e r  f o r m e r l y  
v a c a n t  b l o c k ,  was  a  U .  S .  Army camp,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  b a r r a c k s ,  
o f f i c e s  a n d  e a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  Above 4 1 s t  S t r e e t  was Camp C o l o n y  
No0 1 .  

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ,  t h e  Army's  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  C o r p s  
h a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s e r i e s  o f  w a r e h o u s e s  a b u t t i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  
m a i n  l i n e  a n d  t h e  s p u r  t h a t  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 7 t h  
S t r e e t .  A s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  p l a t f o r m  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  
p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e  C & 0  t u r n e d  e a s t .  The  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  C o r p s  
b a r r a c k s  o c c u p i e d  s e v e r a l  l o t s  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  3 6 t h  
S t r e e t .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Hampton a n d  Wickham Avenues  was  t h e  War 
Camp Community S e r v i c e  R e s t  Room, a 

D u r i n g  W o r l d  War I t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a l s o  a c q u i r e d  l a n d  
o n  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  Camp E u s t i s ,  a  p r a c t i c e  f i e l d  
f o r  l i g h t  a r t i l l e r y .  L i t e r a l l y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  
s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  a t  Camps H i l l ,  S t u a r t  a n d  A l e x a n d e r .  A long  
t h e  C & 0  t r a c k s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  4 0 t h  S t r e e t  ( i n  t h e  M o r r i s o n  a r e a  
o f  Warwick  C o u n t y )  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  b u i l t  a  l o n g  row o f  w a r e h o u s e s  
t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  s h i p p e d  
o v e r s e a s .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v a s t  i n f l u x  o f  w o r k e r s  who came t o  Newpor t  
News f o r  employmen t  a t  t h e  s h i p y a r d ,  t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  
a n d  Dry  Dock Company a c q u i r e d  t h e  Pembroke  J o n e s  f a r m  ( H i l t o n  
t r a c t )  a n d  b u i l t  5 0 0  h o u s e s ,  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  known a s  H i l t o n  
V i l l a g e .  The R i v e r s i d e  A p a r t m e n t s ,  f o u r  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  
c o n t a i n e d  3 3 2  u n i t s ,  w e r e  e r e c t e d  f a c i n g  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue b e t w e e n  
4 5 t h  a n d  4 9 t h  S t r e e t s .  Wor ld  War I a l s o  s a w  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  
h u n d r e d s  o f  t e n e m e n t s  f o r  b l a c k s ,  who came t o  w o r k  i n  w a r t i m e  
i n d u s t r i e s .  

By 1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  o n l y  f i v e  y e a r s  
e a r l i e r  h a d  b e e n  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  Newpor t  News w a t e r f r o n t  h a d  
b e e n  r e m o v e d ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a  f e w  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  r e m a i n e d  
n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  P i e r  No. 1 0 .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  Army's  



i n s t a l l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  3 9 t h  a n d  4 1 s t  S t r e e t s  ( o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue)  h a d  b e e n  d i s m a n t l e d ,  a s  h a d  t h e  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  
had  b e e n  b u i l t  t o  h o u s e  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s .  Even t h o u g h  t h e  w a r  was 
o v e r ,  t h e  s h i p y a r d ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  a n d  become 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  e l a b o r a t e ,  t h i s  t i m e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p e a c e  t i m e  
d e f e n s e  i n d u s t r y .  An a r m o r y  was b u i l t  on l o t s  t h a t  f r o n t e d  upon  
2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  West  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e s .  The Army 
Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  C o r p s  w a r e h o u s e s ,  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  and  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a n d  
i t s  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  r a i l r o a d  p l a t f o r m  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  u s e  
a n d  t h e  a r m y ' s  o l d  b a r r a c k s  w e r e  t o r n  down. The s i t e  o f  Camp 
S t u a r t ,  b e t w e e n  M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s ,  b e l o w  1 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  
was  c l e a r e d  t o  make way f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  H u n t i n g t o n  H i g h  
S c h o o l  a n d  i t s  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d .  

D u r i n g  World  War I1 Newpor t  News a g a i n  p l a y e d  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  
t h e  war e f f o r t .  Due t o  a  m a j o r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  c i v i l i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  a  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  o f  m a j o r  p r o p o r t i o n s  a g a i n  was 
c r e a t e d .  Many new d w e l l i n g  u n i t s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  f u l f i l l  
t h e s e  n e e d s ,  some o f  w h i c h  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  n e a r b y  Warwick a n d  
E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t i e s .  I n  1 9 4 2  Newpor t  News became  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  Hampton R o a d s  P o r t  o f  E m b a r k a t i o n .  T h a n k s  t o  
a n  i n f l u x  o f  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n o t h e r  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  was 
c r e a t e d ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  m a k e - s h i f t  m e a s u r e s .  Some l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  
r e n t e d  t h e i r  s p a r e  rooms  t o  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e  Newpor t  
News Armory was o u t f i t t e d  t o  h o u s e  6 0 0  e n l i s t e d  men who t o o k  t h e i r  
m e a l s  i n  t h e  c a f e t e r i a  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l .  L o c a l  
h o t e l s  c o n v e r t e d  a l l  o f  t h e i r  e x t r a  s p a c e  i n t o  b e d r o o m s .  Twenty-  
o n e  c i t y  h o u s e s  w e r e  r e m o d e l e d  i n t o  a p a r t m e n t  u n i t s .  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g s ,  b a r r a c k s ,  m e s s  h a l l s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  
b u i l d i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  t e m p o r a r y  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  i n  Newpor t  
News d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Growth  i n  t b e  c i t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  a l s o  
r e q u i r e d  more  m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e s .  Th i . s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  
o f  t h e  W h i t t a k e r  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ,  F i . r e  H o u s e s  1 ,  2 ,  a n d  6 ,  a n d  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  b u i l d i n g ,  a  r e c r e a t i o n  
b u i l d i n g ,  a  h e a l t h  c e n t e r ,  a n d  a n  i n c i n e r a t o r  a d d i t i o n .  
P r o v i s i o n s  a l s o  w e r e  made f o r  i n c r e a s e d  s u p p l i e s  o f  w a t e r ,  
e l e c t r i c  p o w e r ,  t e l e p h o n e  a n d  p o s t a l  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  s a n i t a t i o n  
f a c i l i t i e s .  B e t t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  
r e c r e a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a l s o  w e r e  r e q u i r e d ,  

Camp P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  a  m i l i t a r y  s t a g i n g  a r e a ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
o n  a  1 , 7 0 0  a c r e  t r a c t  t h a t  was 14  m i l e s  f r o m  downtown Newpor t  
News, T h e r e ,  b a r r a c k s ,  r o a d s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  w e r e  
b u i l t  t o  accommoda te  3 5 , 0 0 0  men.  The m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Camp 
E u s t i s  w e r e  e n l a r g e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
C o r p s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  F o r t  E u s t i s .  A s  a means  o f  a l l e v i a t i n g  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  s h o r t a g e  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  war  e f f o r t ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
4 , 0 0 0  German a n d  1 , 4 0 0  I t a l i a n  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  w e r e  p u t  t o  w o r k .  
They w e r e  h o u s e d  a t  Camp P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  i n  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  w e r e  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  C & 0 t e r m i n a l s  a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  o v e r p a s s  n e a r  t h e  
J a m e s  R i v e r  b r i d g e .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  was o v e r ,  t h e  Hampton R o a d s  
P o r t  o f  E m b a r k a t i o n  was d e a c t i v a t e d .  The  m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  
F o r t  E u s t i s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  o p e r a t i o n a l .  



W h i l e  some b u i l d i n g s  r e m a i n  i n  downtown Newpor t  News t h a t  
w e r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  c o n v e r t e d  t o  m i l i t a r y  u s e  d u r i n g  e i t h e r  World  War 
I o r  World  War 11, t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  two a r e a s  w h e r e  m i l i t a r y  
b u i l d i n g s  s t i l l  e x i s t .  The f i r s t  i s  a t  2 9 0 1  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  
w h e r e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Guard  Armory i s  l o c a t e d .  The Armory i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  o n e  o f  Newpor t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  i t s  d e s i g n  w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  b r i c k w o r k  a t y p i c a l  o f  
t h e  c o o k i e - c u t t e r  s t y l e s  o f  a r m o r i e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  
a n d  1 9 4 0 s .  

A l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  a r e  t h e  S t .  J a m e s  
T e r r a c e  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 9 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t .  The a p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  o n s e t  o f  World  War I1 a n d  u s e d  f o r  o f f i c e r ' s  
q u a r t e r s .  S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e  i s  i n c l u d e d  a s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  recommended i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  f o r  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
s t a t u s .  

HISTORICAL THEME:  AGRICULTURE^' 

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  V i r g i n i a  
c o l o n i s t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  h o m e s t e a d s  w i t h i n  w h a t  became  t h e  modern  
c i t y  o f  Newpor t  News, b u i l d i n g  h o u s e s  n e a r  Newpor t  News ( N e w p o r t e s  
News) p o i n t ,  B l u n t  P o i n t  a n d  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d ,  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  
o f  t h e  Warwick  R i v e r ,  W a t e r s  C r e e k ,  S k i f f s  C r e e k ,  a n d  o t h e r  
n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r w a y s .  D a n i e l  G o o k i n ,  who p a t e n t e d  l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  
i n  1 6 2 1 ,  b r o u g h t  t o  V i r g i n i a  s e t t l e r s  t o  p o p u l a t e  h i s  l a n d  a n d  
c a t t l e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  By t h e  e a r l y  1 6 2 0 s ,  
t o b a c c o  h a d  become V i r g i n i a ' s  p r i n c i p a l  money c r o p .  A l t h o u g h  
i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s  i n i t i a l l y  c o m p r i s e d  much o f  t h e  work  f o r c e  
t h a t  was u s e d  i n  g r o w i n g  t o b a c c o  ( a  l a b o r - i n t e n s i v e  c r o p )  a  
s h o r t a g e  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  
t h e  b l a c k s '  e n s l a v e m e n t  a n d  V i r g i n i a  p l a n t e r s '  r e l i a n c e  u p o n  s l a v e  
l a b o r .  

The  1 6 7 0  map o f  A u g u s t i n e  Her rmann  r e v e a l s  t h a t  p l a n t e r s  w e r e  
t h e n  d i s p e r s e d  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  o f  T i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a ' s  
n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r w a y s .  Among t h e  b e t t e r - k n o w n  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Warwick C o u n t y  w e r e  D e n b i g h  ( t h e  home o f  
S a m u e l  M a t h e w s ) ;  B o l d r u p  (home t o  t h e  S t e v e n s  a n d  C o l e  f a m i l i e s ) ;  
W i n d m i l l  P o i n t  (Thomas T a y l o r ' s  home) ; R i c h n e c k ,  The F o r e s t ,  
P e a r t r e e  H a l l ,  Pe r s immon  P o n d s  a n d  C e e l e y ' s  ( a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  
o c c u p i e d  by  t h e  C a r y s )  ; Queen H i t h  ( t h e  Harwoods '  a c r e a g e )  ; 
B o u r b o n  ( t h e  Mathew J o n e s  e s t a t e ) ;  a n d  B l u n t  P o i n t  ( W i l l i a m  
R o s c o w ' s  h o m e ) .  Maps t h a t  w e r e  made i n  t h e  m i d - t o - l a t e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e v e a l  t h a t  m a j o r  p l a n t a t i o n  s e a t s  w e r e  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a .  More a f f l u e n t  p l a n t e r s  whose  ~ _ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

4 7 ~ h i s  t h e m e  r e l a t e s  t o  c r o p  a n d  l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  
i n c l u d e s  s m a l l  f a m i l y  f a r m s t e a d s  o r  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  w i t h  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o r  i m p o r t a n t  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  f a r m  a n d  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  
b a r n s ,  c h i c k e n  h o u s e s ,  h o g  p e n s ,  g r a n a r i e s ,  l i v e s t o c k / d a i r y -  
r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  o r c h a r d s  a n d  o r c h a r d - r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  
m i s c e l l a n e o u s  s t o r a g e  a n d  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s ,  f e n c e s .  



l a n d  a b u t t e d  n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r w a y s  h a d  d f r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  
s h i p p i n g .  By t h a t  d a t e ,  V i r g i n i a n s  had  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
o f  g r a i n  c r o p s  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  b . e s i d e s  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t o b a c c o ,  U l t i m a t e l y ,  hoiwever ,  T i d e w a t e r  f a r m e r s '  
f a i l u r e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  s o i l  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e p l e t i o n  o f  i t s  
n u t r i e n t s  a n d  l e s s e n e d  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  impr0ve .d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
t e c h n i q u e s  and  r e d u c t i o n  i n  f a r m  s i z e  l e d  t o  a  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  r e g i o n ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  e x p o r t a t i o n  
o f  v e g e t a b l e  c r o p s  became i m p o r t a n t  a n d  a  m i x e d  c r o p  s y s t e m  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r e  p r e d o m i n a t e d .  I n  May 1 8 6 1 ,  Union  G e n e r a l  B e n j a m i n  
B u t l e r ,  upon  a r r i v i n g  a t  Newpor t  News P o i n t ,  commented on  t h e  l u s h  
c r o p  o f  s p r i n g  w h e a t  t h a t  h e  s a w  a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e .  A t o p o g r a p h i c  
map p r e p a r e d  i n  1 8 6 5  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  c o n t a i n e d  a  
m i x t u r e  o f  c l e a r e d  f i e l d s  a n d  f o r e s t e d  a c r e a g e .  D u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  
when f o r m e r l y  e n s l a v e d  b l a c k s  f l o c k e d  t o  t h e  l o w e r  p e n i n s u l a ,  
s e e k i n g  r e f u g e  b e h i n d  Union  l i n e s ,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  R e f u g e e s  
a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e m  p l o t s  o f  a b a n d o n e d  o r  c o n f i s c a t e d  p r o p e r t y  upon 
w h i c h  t h e y  c o u l d  g row c r o p s  f o r  t h e i r  own s u b s i s t e n c e .  P o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  S m i t h ,  P a r i s h  a n d  Morrow f a r m s  a t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  S a l t e r s  
C r e e k ,  w e r e  p u t  t o  t h i s  u s e ,  a s  was  t k e  F i t c h e t t  p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  
l a y  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  ( F r e e d m e n ' s  B u r e a u  1 8 6 6 ) .  

A f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y ,  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  economy 
r e c o v e r e d  s l o w l y  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  w a r o  The  l o s s  o f  s l a v e  l a b o r  
a n d  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  f a r m  f a m i l i e s '  w o r k  f o r c e  t h r o u g h  c a s u a l t i e s  
o f  w a r ,  l e d  t o  a  s h a r p  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  number  o f  a c r e s  t i l l e d .  
I t  was a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  f a r m  f a m i l i e s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  T i d e w a t e r ,  
s h i f t e d  t o  l e s s  l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  c r o p s ,  e h o s i n g  i n s t e a d  t o  r a i s e  
p o u l t r y ,  d a i r y  a n d  o r c h a r d  p r o d u c t s  o r  v e g e t a b l e s  f o r  m a r k e t i n g  i n  
u r b a n  a r e a s .  The coming  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 s  
p r o v i d e d  new a n d  e x p a n d e d  m a r k e t s  f o r  l o c a l  p r o d u c t s .  

I n  1866-1881  when C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  a g e n t s  b e g a n  b u y i n g  
up  l a n d  t h a t  l a y  i n  t h e  C & 0's p r o p o s e d  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  became  Newpor t  News c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  d o z e n  o r  more  l a r g e  f a r m s .  
Warwick  C o u n t y  d e e d  b o o k s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  f a r m s  
o f  W i l l i a m  L e e  ( 2 7 0  a c r e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  62nd S t r e e t ) ,  A r m i s t e a d  
H a u g h t o n  ( 1 3 6  a c r e s  b e t w e e n  5 6 t h  a n d  6 0 t h  S t r e e t s ) ,  R o b e r t  H .  Lee  
( b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  4 4 t h  S t r e e t s ) ,  t h e  W i l b e r n  f a m i l y  ( b e t w e e n  2 7 t h  
a n d  32nd S t r e e t s ) ,  Thomas W .  L e e  ( 2 4 0  a c r e s  b e t w e e n  4 4 t h  a n d  5 3 r d  
S t r e e t s ) ,  R o b e r t  H .  Lee  ( 2 1 5  a c r e s  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  4 4 t h  S t r e e t s ) ,  
t h e  Hawkins  ( 3 2 3  a c r e s  b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  3 6 t h  S t r e e t s )  a n d  W i l l i a m  
W a s h i n g t o n  Burk  ( 1 5 5  a c r e s  on t h e  J a m e s ,  b e t w e e n  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
t h e  m i d d l e  s f  t h e  b l o c k  b e t w e e n  2 6 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  s t r e e t s )  a n d  
B r i a r f i e l d  ( 9 0 0  a c r e s  b e t w e e n  52nd a n d  5 6 t h  S t r e e t s )  w e r e  
p u r c h a s e d  b y  r a i l r o a d  company a g e n t s .  

I n  t i m e ,  r a i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e p l a c e d  s e a g o i n g  v e s s e l s  i n  
c o n v e y i n g  p r o d u c e  t o  n o r t h e r n  m a r k e t s .  The p a v i n g  o f  r o a d s  d u r i n g  
t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  m o d e r n  
f e r r i a g e  made p o s s i b l e  t r u c k  f a r m i n g  a n d  p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  
s h i p m e n t  t o  p o i n t s  w i t h i n  V i r g i n i a  a n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  T h i s  



e n h a n c e d  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  t h e  r o l e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h o s e  p a r t s  o f  
Warwick  C o u n t y  w h i c h  r e m a i n e d  r u r a l .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  
g r o w t h  o f  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  c i t y ' s  e x p a n s i o n  l e d  t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  
f a r m l a n d  a n d  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  

I n  1 8 8 5 ,  when. t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company b e g a n  m a p p i n g  
Newpor t  News a n d  v i c i n i t y ,  t h e r e  was n o  a p p a r e n t  e v i d e n c e  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y  t o  w h i c h  
t h e y  e x t e n d e d  c o v e r a g e .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a s  s o o n  a s  
H u n t i n g t o n ' s  a g e n t s  p u r c h a s e d  l o c a l  f a r m s ,  t h a t  a c r e a g e  was t a k e n  
o u t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  Even s o ,  much o f  Warwick C o u n t y  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  r u r a l  f a r m l a n d  a n d  t h a t  f a r m s  s u c h  a s  Lee  H a l l ,  
O a k l a n d ,  C e d a r  Grove  a n d  Endv iew w e r e  t h e n  o p e r a t i o n a l .  A s  
Newpor t  News e x p a n d e d  b o t h  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t ,  r u r a l  l a n d  y i e l d e d  t o  
u r b a n i z a t i o n .  I n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  J .  G .  C u s t i s  D a i r y  on M a r s h a l l  Avenue  
was t h e  o n l y  f a r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  
Company 's  w o r k e r s  i n d i c a t e d  was t h e n  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  
l i m i t s .  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t h e  V a n s a n t  
F l o r i s t  G r e e n h o u s e s ,  b e t w e e n  2 6 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  n e a r  S a l t e r s  
C r e e k .  

The  H a w k i n s  t r a c t  i s  t h e  o n l y  l a r g e  l a n d h o l d i n g  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
a r e a  s t i l l  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  a n  h e i r  t h r o u g h  m a r r i a g e .  
The  p r o p e r t y  i n c l u d e s  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a c t  p a s s e d  down t h r o u g h  
t h e  Hawkins  a n d  t h e n  F i n c h  f a m i l y  b o u n d e d  b y  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  3 1 s t  
S t r e e t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  a n d  West  Avenue .  

HISTORICAL THEME: C O M M E R C E ~ ~  

Newpor t  News' e a r l i e s t  c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  d a t e  t o  t h e  
f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  when V i r g i n i a  c o l o n i s t s  
d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  g r o w i n g  t o b a c c o  a n d  t r a d i n g  i t  f o r  o t h e r  
c o m m o d i t i e s  was  p r o f i t a b l e .  I n  J u n e  1 6 8 0 ,  V i r g i n i a ' s  House  o f  
B u r g e s s e s  p a s s e d  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  a c t s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p o r t  t o w n s  
( o r  o f f i c i a l  p o r t s  o f  e n t r y )  w i t h i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  was 
t o  b e  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  b a n k  o f  t h e  Warwick  R i v e r ,  a t  Deep C r e e k .  I n  
1 6 9 1  Warwick  Town a g a i n  was  d e s i g n a t e d  a n  o f f i c i a l  p o r t  o r  t r a d e  
c e n t e r .  I t  n e v e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  t h r i v i n g  communi ty .  
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  V i r g i n i a  p l a n t e r s  g e n e r a l l y  
p r e f e r r e d  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e i r  c o m m e r c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  a t  t h e i r  
p l a n t a t i o n s '  w h a r v e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  o f f i c i a l  p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s .  The 
p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  1 7 1 5  a n d  1 7 3 0  t o b a c c o  a c t s ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e g u l a t e  
t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  u n i f o r m i t y  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  t o b a c c o ,  p r e c i p i t a t e d  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  o f f i c i a l  t o b a c c o  i n s p e c t i o n  
w a r e h o u s e s ,  many o f  w h i c h  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  d e s i g n a t e d  
p o r t  t o w n s .  ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~  

4 8 ~ o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e  t r a d e ,  f i n a n c e ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  
o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  R e s o u r c e  t y p e s  i n c l u d e  t r a d i n g  p o s t s ,  
s t o r e s ,  w a r e h o u s e s ,  m a r k e t  b u i l d i n g s ,  a r c a d e s ,  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r s ,  
o f f i c e s ,  o f f i c e  b l o c k s ,  a n d  b a n k s .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  
c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  g r o u p e d  u n d e r  t h e  t h e m e  T r a n s p o r t a t  i o n .  
R e c r e a t i o n - r e l a t e d  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  g r o u p e d  u n d e r  t h e  
S o c i a l - C u l t u r a l  t h e m e .  



S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  
d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  economy a n d  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  
o v e r l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l e d  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  m a r k e t  f o r  l o c a l l y  
p r o d u c e d  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .  M e r c h a n t s  a n d  o t h e r s  e n g a g e d  i n  
r e t a i l  b u s i n e s s e s  w o u l d  h a v e  p l i e d  t h e i r  w a r e s  i n  s m a l l  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a t  c r o s s r o a d s ,  i n  u r b a n  c e n t e r s  ( s u c h  a s  Hampton a n d  
W i l l i a m s b u r g ) ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s e a t  o f  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t .  The 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o v e r l a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  ( s u c h  a s  t u r n p i k e s  a n d  
r a i l r o a d s )  b r o a d e n e d  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  economy,  o p e n i n g  u p  new m a r k e t s  
f o r  l o c a l l y  p r o d u c e d  g o o d s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  Un ion  Army e s t a b l i s h e d  Camp B u t l e r ,  
a  c o m m i s s a r y  d e p o t ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Newpor t  News P o i n t .  They  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  l e n g t h y  p i e r s  t h a t  p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  t h e  
J a m e s  R i v e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  o t h e r  s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s .  
Camp B u t l e r  was a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  Un ion  Army ' s  
s u p p l i e s .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 s ,  when C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  l o n g  r a n g e  
p l a n s  b e g a n  t o  t a k e  s h a p e ,  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  Old  Dominion  Land 
Company, who hoped  t o  f u e l  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  t o w n ' s  g r o w t h ,  s e t  a s i d e  
a c r e a g e  upon w h i c h  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  s f  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  
c o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d .  The F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank o f  Newpor t  News was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  on l a n d  t h a t  was d o n a t e d  by t h e  O l d  Domin ion  Land 
Company. 

A s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Newpor t  News b e g a n  t o  g r o w  a n d  s m a l l  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  s p r a n g  u p ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o c c u r r e d .  By 1 8 8 5 ,  a  n e i g h b o r h o o d  g r o c e r y  a n d  a  c h a n d l e r y  ( a  
s t o r e  t h a t  s o l d  s h i p s  s u p p l i e s )  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  A 
S t r e e t ,  n e a r  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  a n d  f o u r  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  a  g e n e r a l  
s t o r e  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  B S t r e e t .  W i t h i n  o n l y  f o u r  y e a r s ,  a  
number  o f  new c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  g r o c e r i e s ,  
g e n e r a l  s t o r e s ,  a d r y  g o o d s  s t o r e ,  a n d  a n  o y s t e r  h o u s e  w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  The Warwick  E x c h a n g e  was  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  
1 7 t h  S t r e e t .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v e n i e n t  
t o  t h o s e  who w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a n d  s h i p p i n g  
i n d u s t r i e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e d o m i n a t e d  
a l o n g  B ( o r  1 7 t h )  S t r e e t .  By 1 8 9 7  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  g r o c e r i e s ,  
t h r e e  g e n e r a l  s t o r e s ,  f r u i t  a n d  v e g e t a b l e  m a r k e t s ,  a n d  o f f i c e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  b l o c k  o f  B S t r e e t .  One f o r m e r  h o t e l  (New York  
H o u s e )  was c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  o f f i c e  s p a c e .  I n  a  n e a r b y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  w e r e  two o t h e r  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s .  W a r e h o u s e s  f l a n k e d  
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s  a s  t h e y  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  a r e a .  
W i t h i n  two y e a r s ,  n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
( s u c h  a s  d r u g s t o r e s ,  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  o f f i c e s )  r e p l a c e d  many o f  t h e  
d w e l l i n g s  a n d  v a c a n t  l o t s  a l o n g  1 8 t h  S t r e e t .  Away f r o m  t h e  
w a t e r f r o n t  was  a  m a s s i v e  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  w a r e h o u s e .  

I n  1 8 8 5  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Old  Domin ion  Land Company w e r e  
l o c a t e d  o n  West  Avenue ,  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick .  On 2 3 r d  
S t r e e t  w e r e  c h a n d l e r i e s  a n d  g e n e r a l  s t o r e s ,  n e a r  w h i c h  w e r e  two 
w a r e h o u s e s .  A d r y  g o o d s  a n d  n o t i o n s  s t o r e  was  l o c a t e d  a 6  4 4 4  



W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  s h i p  c h a n d l e r y - a n d - h a r d w a r e  
s t o r e  was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue 
a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t .  N e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  and  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue  was a  d r u g s t o r e .  T h r e e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  a n d  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  2 7 t h  
a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s .  By 1 8 9 1  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  i n t e n s i f i e d  
a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  b e t w e e n  2 5 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  
S t r e e t s  a n d  on J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  b e t w e e n  2 8 t h  a n d  3 1 s t  S t r e e t s .  

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  ma in  l i n e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  who 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  t e n e m e n t s  f l a n k i n g  Warwick  a n d  Hampton Avenues  w e r e  
c o n v e n i e n t  t o  n e i g h b o r h o o d  g r o c e r i e s ,  d r u g s t o r e s  a n d  s m a l l  r e t a i l  
s h o p s .  A c o m b i n a t i o n  g r o c e r y - s a l o o n  was l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  2 1 s t  a n d  
22nd S t r e e t s  a n d  two g e n e r a l  s t o r e s  a n d  two d r y  g o o d s  s t o r e s  w e r e  
s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue .  I n  1 8 9 3  
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  22nd a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t s .  On 2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  
t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Warwick  Avenue ,  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  n e a r b y  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  G r o c e r i e s  a n d  a  f i s h  m a r k e t  w e r e  
c o n v e n i e n t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  r o w h o u s e s  a l o n g  I v y  
Avenue .  By t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  had  
i n t e n s i f i e d  a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  Warwick Avenue .  

By 1 8 9 3 ,  many new c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  i n  
t h e  b l o c k  bound  by 2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  
W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  two j e w e l r y  s t o r e s ,  a  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e  
a n d  a  d r u g s t o r e .  A m i l l i n e r y  s h o p  a n d  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e  f r o n t e d  upon 
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  b e t w e e n  2 8 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
t h a t  s o l d  g r o c e r i e s ,  d r y  g o o d s ,  t o b a c c o ,  f r u i t ,  p r o d u c e ,  j e w e l r y ,  
s h o e s ,  a n d  g e n e r a l  m e r c h a n d i z e  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue  a n d  r o u n d e d  t h e  c o r n e r s  a t  2 7 t h  S t r e e t .  Two f u r n i t u r e  
s t o r e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  Near  
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 8 t h  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  was a  r o w  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  
i n c l u d i n g  a n  o f f i c e ,  a p a i n t  s t o r e ,  a n d  a  w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r .  An 
o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  --- Dai* _ _ _  P r e s s  _- a n d  _I_____ T e l e g r a m  s t o o d  on 
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  I n  1 8 9 7  
c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  b e i n g  b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s .  A w h o l e s a l e  
l i q u o r  s t o r e  o c c u p i e d  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  2 4 t h .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  West Avenue a n d  
2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  n e x t  t o  t h e  Cus tom H o u s e ,  was a  c i g a r  a n d  b o o k  s t o r e ;  
n e a r b y  was a  s e c o n d  h a n d  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e .  Two w h o l e s a l e  g r o c e r y  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a n d  a  l a r g e  f e e d  s t o r e  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on  2 3 r d  
S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e s .  F r o n t i n g  on 
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h ,  was  a  l a r g e  d e p a r t m e n t  
s t o r e  a n d  f u r n i t u r e / c a r p e t  s a l e s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  By 1 8 9 9  
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a d  moved u p  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue t o  a  p o i n t  
a b o v e  32nd  S t r e e t .  

I n  1 8 9 9  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  l i n e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  42nd 
S t r e e t  a n d  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h w a r d  t o  5 0 t h  S t r e e t .  S c a t t e r e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e s e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w e r e  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  o t h e r  r e t a i l  
s h o p s .  C o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  e r e c t e d  a l o n g  b o t h  
s i d e s  o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  a t  i r r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s .  D u r i n g  t h e  



e a r l y  1 9 0 0 s ,  new g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  a n d  o t h e r  s m a l l  s h o p s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t e n s i f i e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
3 7 t h  S t r e e t .  A l o n g  l i n e  o f  t o b a c c o  w a r e h o u s e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a b o v e  
5 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  V i r g i n i a  Avenue a n d  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e .  

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  a l o n g  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue h a d  o c c u r r e d  b y  
1 9 0 3 .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  ( s u c h  a s  
g r o c e r i e s  a n d  s m a l l  r e t a i l  s h o p s )  f o l l l o w e d  c l o s e  u p o n  t h e  h e e l s  o f  
t h i s  new r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h .  Be tween  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3 ,  many new 
h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Wickham Avenue  b u t  w e s t  o f  
Roanoke  Avenue ,  t h r o u g h o u t  w h i c h  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  
s m a l l  c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  By 1 9 0 7  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  
Roanoke  Avenue  h a d  become more  p o p u l o u s ,  w h i c h  g r o w t h  was  
a c c o m p a n i e d  by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  a n d  o t h e r  
c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  A s  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 6 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  b o r d e r e d  b y  M a d i s o n  
a n d  M a r s h a l l  Avenues  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  1 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e r e  was  a  
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d  g r o c e r i e s ,  s h o e  s t o r e s  a n d  o t h e r  
s m a l l  r e t a i l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  However ,  t h e  new r e s i d e n t i a l  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  l a y  n o r t h  o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  
Avenue a n d  S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  w e r e  d e v o i d  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  

By 1 9 0 7  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  haid i n t e n s i f i e d  on t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  On 2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a  s e r i e s  o f  w h o l e s a l e  
g r o c e r y  w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  two p r o d u c e  e s t l a b l i s h m e n t s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t .  
A p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t i n g  g r o c e r y  w a r e h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  r a z e d ,  w h i c h  was 
r e p l a c e d  by  t h e  Babney  B r o k e r a g e  Company's  o f f i c e s .  The  H o t e l  
Warwick  Annex,  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  West  Avenue a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  
b e e n  t o r n  down; i n  i t s  p l a c e  was a n  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  On 
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s ,  w e r e  s t o r e s  t h a t  
s o l d  l i q u o r ,  t o b a c c o ,  p r o d u c e  a n d  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  A l o n g  t h e  
w a t e r f r o n t ,  P i e r  Nos.  4 ,  5 ,  a n d  6  w e r e  b e i n g  u s e d  a s  w a r e h o u s e s .  

D u r i n g  Wor ld  War I ,  when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Newpor t  News 
e x p a n d e d  r e m a r k a b l y ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
d e f e n s e ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  b l o c k s  
b e t w e e n  West  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e s  a n d  2 3 r d  t o  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s  b e g a n  
t o  c h a n g e  s o m e w h a t .  Pawn s h o p s ,  s h i p  c h a n d l e r i e s ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  , 

f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e s  a n d  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  r e t a i l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ' s  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  A l a r g e  
d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  was l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t .  N e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  2 3 r d  
w a s  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e .  By 1 9 2 6 ,  h o w e v e r ,  many o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  p r e v i o u s l y  h a d  h o u s e d  w h o l e  o r  r e t a i l  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  a b a n d o n e d ,  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  s t o r a g e  
s p a c e ,  o r  w e r e  b e i n g  u s e d  a s  r e p a i r  s h o p s .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  
was r i g h t  a f t e r  World  War I t h a t  t h e  l o w e r  e n d  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  
A v e n u e ' s  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  e n t e r e d  a  p e r i o d  o f  d e c l i n e ,  a s  new 
c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  moved t o w a r d  t:he N o r t h  End. I n  1 9 2 6  a n  
a u t o m o b i l e  d e a l e r s h i p  a n d  t h e  c i t y ' s  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e s  s h a r e d  a  
b u i l d i n g  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  2 7 t h  
S t r e e t .  



On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  
o f  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w e r e  l e s s  e v i d e n t .  A s  h o u s i n g  d e n s i t y  
i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a r . s h a l 1  A v e n u e s  a n d  
1 9 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s ,  r e t a i l  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  g r o c e r s  moved i n  a n d  
o p e n e d  s h o p s  a n d  s t o r e s .  C o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  l i n e d  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e a s  
M a d i s o n  was  l e s s  w e l l  d e v e l o p e d .  Two p a i n t  s t o r e s  had  b e e n  b u i l t  
on 2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  s h o p s  a n d  s t o r e s  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue ,  n o r t h  o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t .  Some o f  t h e  E a s t  
E n d ' s  l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( w h i c h  h a d  o c c u r r e d  
d u r i n g  w a r t i m e )  p e r s i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  1 9 2 0 s .  A r a g  w a r e h o u s e  t h a t  
h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  o n  2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  Warwick  and  J e f f e r s o n  
A v e n u e s ,  was s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e ;  n e a r b y  was a  j u n k  y a r d .  P .  W .  
H i d e n ' s  h a y  a n d  g r a i n  w a r e h o u s e  b y  1926  h a d  become a  j u n k  
w a r e h o u s e .  

D u r i n g  World  War I1 Newpor t  News a g a i n  e m b a r k e d  u p o n  a  p e r i o d  
o f  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n .  A d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  n o t  o n l y  
c r e a t e d  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e s  b u t  a l s o  had  m a j o r  e f f e c t s  upon  t h e  
c i t y ' s  p a t t e r n  o f  r e t a i l  t r a d e .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  
w a r  y e a r s  t h e  vo lume  o f  r e t a i l  s a l e s  d o u b l e d  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  
i n c r e a s e d  s t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  h a d  t h e r e  n o t  b e e n  a  s c a r c i t y  o f  
m e r c h a n d i s e .  Most  r e t a i l  m e r c h a n t s  a d o p t e d  a  c a s h - a n d - c a r r y  
p o l i c y  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s  o r  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  new 
a c c o u n t s .  A number  o f  l a r g e  s e l f - s e r v i c e  s t o r e s  o p e n e d  t h e i r  
d o o r s  t o  d e f e n s e  w o r k e r s  a n d  some l o c a l  g r o c e r s  a d o p t e d  t h e  s e l f -  
s e r v i c e  s y s t e m .  M e a t ,  b u t t e r ,  c o f f e e ,  s u g a r  a n d  o t h e r  f o o d  
p r o d u c t s  w e r e  r a t i o n e d .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  c o m m i s s a r i e s ,  
l a u n d r i e s ,  d r y  c l e a n e r s  a n d  o t h e r  s e r v i c e - r e l a t e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  t h e  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  
communi ty  s t r u g g l e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  b o t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l .  A number  o f  b u s i n e s s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  c o n v e r t e d  f r o m  o i l  t o  c o a l  h e a t ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  f u e l  o i l  was r a t i o n e d .  L o c a l  b a n k  d e p o s i t s  g r e w  a s  
s c a r c i t i e s  i m p o s e d  l i m i t s  upon  s p e n d i n g  a n d  w o r k e r s  s a v e d  t h e i r  
e a r n i n g s .  By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r ,  a l l  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  b a n k s  h a d  
t r i p l e d  t h e i r  d e p o s i t s  ( J e s t e r  e t  a 1  1948 :  8 4 - 8 5 ) .  

Downtown Newpor t  News was  a t  o n e  t i m e  v i r t u a l l y  s e l f -  
s u f f i c i e n t  w i t h  s t r e e t s  s u c h  a s  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue and  H u n t i n g t o n  
Avenue  l i n e d  w i t h  t h e  s e r v i c e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p r o s p e r o u s  downtown 
l i f e .  The h u b  o f  downtown l i f e  was  on W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  w h e r e  
b a n k s ,  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  s m a l l  r e t a i l  

. e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  f l o u r i s h e d .  The  a u t o m o b i l e  d e a l e r s  a n d  g r o c e r y  
s t o r e s  t h r i v e d  on  t h e  p a r a l l e l  s t r e e t  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  H u n t i n g t o n  
Avenue .  However ,  t o d a y  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  
i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d .  

T h e r e  a r e  n o  i n t a c t  b l o c k s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  d a t i n g  
f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  C o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  r a n g i n g  
f r o m  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  t o  m o d e r n  a r e  l o c a t e d  on d i s c o n t i n u o u s  
b l o c k s  a l o n g  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  B u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e  3 4 0 0  t o  3700  
b l o c k s  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  b y  a t t r a c t i n g  c u s t o m e r s  
f r o m  t h e  3 7 t h  s t r e e t  g a t e  o f  t h e  S h i p y a r d .  A s  o n e  t r a v e l s  f a r t h e r  



s o u t h  t o w a r d  C i t y  H a l l ,  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  w h o l e  b l o c k s  becomes  
e v i d e n t .  The s i d e  s t r e e t s  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  t h e  same  l e v e l  o f  
d e m o l i t i o n .  

F o u r  b u i l d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  commerce h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  
f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  Newpor t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  Nachman ' s  i s  a  l a r g e  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  
l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  32nd S t r e e t . a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  
Avenue .  C o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 3 1 ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  
l a s t  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  i n  downtown Newpor t  News. 

The s e c o n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h a t  l o c a t e d  a t  
3 0 0 1  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue .  I t  b e g a n  a s  N e w p s r t  News B u i c k  Company, 
was  l a t e r  o p e r a t e d  a s  N i c k  A l l e n  M o t o r s ,  a n d  more  r e c e n t l y  h a s  
become a  w h o l e s a l e - t y p e  home d e l i v e r y  g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s .  

The  t h i r d  b u i l d i n g  o c c u p i e s  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 6 t h  
S t r e e t  a t  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  i s  r e f e r r e d  t:o i n  t h i s  s t u d y  a s  t h e  Meena 
b l o c k .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  s t l o r e f r o n t s  t o p p e d  b y  
a p a r t m e n t s .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  r i s e  
o f  a n  i m m i g r a n t  ' s  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  downtown Newpor t  News. 

The f o u r t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  r e s o u r c e  i s  a n  o f f i c e  
b u i l d i n g  known a s  t h e  M e d i c a l  A r t s  B u i l d i n g .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  
a r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d  a n d  i s  t h e  o n l y  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  r e m a i n i n g  i n  
downtown Newpor t  News t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  h o u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  
m e d i c a l l y - a s s o c i a t e d  t e n a n t s .  

Some o f  t h e  o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  (downtown Newpor t  News a r e  
t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  commerce .  C o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  b e f o r e  1 8 9 9  i n c l u d e  3 2 0 4  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  3500  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  3506  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  3 5 1 0  W a s h i n g t o n  
A v e n u e ,  3 2 0 1  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue ,  a n d  3 7 0 0  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue .  

A f a s c i n a t i n g  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  k e p t  s h o w i n g  u p  i n  h i s t o r i c  
d o c u m e n t s  i s  t h e  I . A .  Hogge a n d  B r o t h e r  G r o c e r y  b u i l d i n g  a t  4 4 1 0 -  
4 4 1 4  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  ( t o d a y  known a ,s  S t a n ' s  P l a c e ) .  L o o k i n g  a t  
t h e  d u l l  w o o d - p a n e l e d  s t o r e f r o n t  w i t h  s m a l l  modern  windows ,  o n e  
wou ld  h a r d l y  g u e s s  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s e r v e d  f o r  many y e a r s  a s  o n e  
o f  Newpor t  News' p r i m a r y  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s .  The  b u i l d i n g  was f i r s t  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  b o o k ,  G r e a t e r  Newpor t  News, "The S h i p b u i l d i n g  
Ci tyf t  1 9 1 5 ,  as a  "modern a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  s t o r e  ( 2 5 x 7 5  f e e t )  a t  t h e  -- ----- 
c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  4 5 t h  S t r e e t . "  The i n t e r i o r  and 
e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  f i r s t  p h o t o g r a p h e d  i n  t h e  b o o k ,  
H a r b o r  o f  A T h o u s a n d  S h i p s .  The i n t e r i o r  c o n t a i n e d  a  l a r g e  o p e n  
- - - - - - I _ - - - - - -  

room w i t h  c o u n t e r  w h e r e  t h e  c u s t o m e r  w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  
g r o c e r .  S l a b s  o f  m e a t  hung  f r o m  r a c k s  a t  t h e  r e a r  i n  f u l l  v i e w  
o f  s h o p p e r s .  Canned g o o d s  s t a c k e d  l i k e  p y r a m i d s  l i n e d  t h e  w a l l  
b e h i n d  t h e  c o u n t e r .  The b u i l d i n g  had a  t i n  c e i l i n g  a n d  a  number  
o f  c e i l i n g  f a n s .  An i n n o v a t i o n  a d d e d  t o  t h e  s t o r e  was d e s c r i b e d  
i n  t h e  b o o k  a s ,  "an  i c e d  c o i l  r u n n i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  
m e a t  c o u n t e r ,  t h u s  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  m e a t  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  c o o l  a n d  
f r e s h  when d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  c u s t o m e r "  ( E v a n s :  1 5 0 ) .  



By 1 9 2 6  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a d  d o u b l e d  i n  s i z e .  By 1 9 4 6 ,  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  h a d  b e e n  s t r e a m l i n e d  w i t h  a n  s h i n y  e n a m e l e d  s t o r e f r o n t  
a n d  e n l a r g e d  w i t h  a  two-bay o n e - s t o r y  a d d i t i o n .  I t  was  o p e r a t e d  
b y  J . E .  R i c h ,  J r .  The 1 9 4 6  p h o t o  i n  Newpor t  News' 325  Y e a r s  shows  -------------------- 
t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s  f r o m  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  
s e r v i c e  c o u n t e r  t o  s e l f  s e r v i c e  w i t h  a i s l e s  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  
c u s t o m e r  down s p e c i f i c  p a t h s  a n d  f o o d  a t t r a c t i v e l y  d i s p l a y e d  
w i t h i n  e a s y  r e a c h .  S p l a s h e d  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  w e r e  s i g n s  s t a t i n g ,  
" S e l f  S e r v i c e . "  The b u i l d i n g ' s  p h o t o g r a p h i c  h i s t o r y  i s  a  good 
e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t  o f t e n  h i d e s  b e h i n d  a  n o n d e s c r i p t  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  
downtown Newpor t  News. 

S e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Newpor t  News commerce h a v e  
b e e n  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e s .  One o f  t h o s e  i s  t h e  o l d  
L e g g e t t ' s  b u i l d i n g ,  now u s e d  by a  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  b a s e b a l l  h a t s  
a n d  T - s h i r t s .  A c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r  h a s  c o m b i n e d  t h e  o l d  
Montgomery  Ward,  G r a n t ' s ,  a n d  K r e s k e ' s  s t o r e  i n t o  o n e  o p e r a t i o n .  
An o l d  a u t o m o b i l e  d e a l e r  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 1 s t  a n d  
H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e s  h a s  become a  b a k e r y .  

HISTORICAL THEME: G O V E R N M E N T / L A W / W E L F A R E ~ ~  

I n  March  1 6 2 4  t h e  b u r g e s s e s  c o n v e n i n g  a t  J a m e s t o w n  a g r e e d  
t h a t  m o n t h l y  c o u r t s  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n  two  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  more  
p o p u l o u s  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  i n c o n v e n i e n t  t o  J a m e s t o w n .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e  a  l o c a l  j u d i c i a r y  s y s t e m  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  E l i z a b e t h  
C i t y  a n d  C h a r l e s  C i t y ,  w h e r e  a p p o i n t e d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  c o u l d  
d e l i b e r a t e  " s u i t s  a n d  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  o n e  
h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  o f  t o b a c c o  a n d  f o r  p u n i s h i n g  p e t t y  o f f e n c e s . "  A 
j u d i c i a l  b o d y  o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  was a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  
h i s  c o u n c i l .  L o c a l  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  
w a s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r  u n t i l  1 6 3 1  ( H e n i n g  1809-  
1 8 2 3 : 1 : 1 2 5 ;  J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 2 5 - 2 6 ) .  

A l i s t i n g  o f  men who w e r e  s e n t  a s  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  House  o f  
B u r g e s s e s  i n  1 6 2 9  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  was  s t e a d y  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y ,  f o r  t h e  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  communi ty  
a n d  t h e  Nutmeg Q u a r t e r  a r e a  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  two men e a c h  a n d  
t h e  Warwick  R i v e r  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  b y  f o u r  men. Commencing i n  1 6 6 0 ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t h e  number  o f  d e l e g a t e s  e a c h  c o u n t y  was  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
s e n d  was l i m i t e d  t o  two ( H e n i n g  1 8 0 9 - 1 8 2 3 : I : x i x ,  1 3 9 ) .  

I n  1 6 3 4  V i r g i n i a  o f f i c i a l s ,  a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
E n g l i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  d i v i d e d  t h e  c o l o n y  i n t o  e i g h t  s h i r e s  i n  o r d e r  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  "more c o n v e n i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t "  a n d  s e a t s  f o r  l o c a l  
c o u r t s .  One o f  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  was t h e  Warwick R i v e r  
- - - - - - - - _ I L _ - I _ - ~ - - - - - - - -  

4 9 ~ h i s  theme  r e l a t e s  t o  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s y s t e m s ,  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  e v e n t s ,  l e g a l  s y s t e m s ,  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l /  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  e v e n t s  i n  h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  human s e r v i c e s ,  
w e l f a r e  a n d  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  R e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e  p u b l i c  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  s e r v i c e  b u i l d i n g s  s u c h  a s  town a n d  c i t y  h a l l s ,  
c o u r t h o u s e s ,  p r i s o n s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  f i r e  a n d  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n s ,  p o s t  
o f f  i c e s  a n d  u t i l i t y  b u i l d i n g s .  



S h i r e ,  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  Warwick C o u n t y  a n d  t h e  C i t y  o f  Newgor t  News, 
When t h e  c o l o n y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was t a b u l a t e d  i n  1 6 3 4 ,  t h e  " c o u n t i e  
o f  W a r r i c k e  R i v e r 1 '  was d e f i n e d  a s  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  S k i f f s  C r e e k  and  
M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  down t o  M a r i e s  Mount (Anonymous 1 8 7 1 : 9 4 ) .  I n  
March  1 6 4 3 ,  a n  a c t  was p a s s e d  by V i r g i n i a ' s  G r a n d  A s s e m b l y ,  
s h o r t e n i n g  t h e  name o f  Warwick  R i v e r  C o u n t y  t o  Warwick  C o u n t y .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s  w e r e  r e a f f i r m e d  a n d  d e s c r i b e d  a s  
e x t e n d i n g  

. . . f r o m  t h e  mou th  o f  K e i t h s  [ S k i f f s ]  C r e e k  u p  a l o n g  t h e  
l o w e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t h e  d i v i d e n d  o f  
Thomas Harwood . . . w i t h  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d ,  S t a n l e y  H u n d r e d ,  
Warwick  R i v e r ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  M i l l s  a n d  s o  
o n  down t o  N e w p o r t ' s  News [ H e n i n g  1809-1823 :1 :249-2501 .  

P r i o r  t o  1 6 8 0 ,  when Warwick  Town was c r e a t e d  b y  l a w  a n d  a  
c o u r t h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  new t o w n ,  Warwick C o u n t y ' s  c o u r t  
j u s t i c e s  c o n v e n e d  a t  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  homes .  C o u r t  s o m e t i m e s  was  h e l d  
a t  t h e  D e n b i g h  P l a n t a t i o n  o f  C a p t a i n  Samue l  Mathews a n d  M i l e s  
C a r y ,  11, o f  R i c h n e c k  f r e q u e n t l y  h o s t e d  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t .  He 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  a t  R i c h n e c k  f o r  many y e a r s  a n d  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i n  warm 
w e a t h e r  m e t  u n d e r  t h e  s h a d e  o f  a  l a r g e  e l m  t r e e  t h a t  became known 
a s  t h e  C o u r t h o u s e  Elm, The t e x t  o f  t h e  1 6 9 1  Town A c t  r e -  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  Warwick  Town r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  communi ty  a l r e a d y  
c o n t a i n e d  " s e v e r a l  h o u s e s  . , . t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  b r i c k  c o u r t  h o u s e  
a n d  p r i s o n "  ( H e n i n g  1809-1823:11:508;III:60; J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 2 8 ;  
H a r r i s o n  1 9 1 9 : 9 6 ) .  T h a t  e a r l y  c o u r t h ~ o u s e  s e r v e d  t h e  c o u n t y  f o r  
m o r e  t h a n  a  c e n t u r y .  

D u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  i m p o r t a n t  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s  ( s u c h  
a s  j u s t i c e s  of  t h e  p e a c e ,  s h e r i f f s ,  n , a v a l  o f f i c e r s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  
o f f i c e r s )  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  h i s  c o u n c i l ,  a s  w e r e  
l e s s e r  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  s u c h  a s  c o u n t y  c l e r k s  o f  c o u r t .  F a m i l y  t i e s  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  among t h e  c o l o n y ' s  e l i t e  
s e r v e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e i r  r o l e s  . i n  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e i r  
i n f l u e n c e  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  w h i c h  
f u n c t i o n e d  i n  a  q u a s i - g o v e r n m e n t a l  r o l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  l o c a l  
p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  i n d i g e n t  a n d  t h e  i n f i r m  w i t h  w e l f a r e  
s u p p o r t  w h i c h  was f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  p a r i s h  r e v e n u e s ;  t h a t  s y s t e m  
p e r s i s t e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War a n d  t h e  
d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  a s  V i r g i n i a ' s  s t a t e  
c h u r c h ,  

I n  December  1 8 0 7  a  g r o u p  o f  Warwick  C o u n t y  c i t i z e n s  
p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  
c o u n t y  s e a t  f r o m  Warwick  Town t o  a  more  c o n v e n i e n t  s i t e .  They 
a r g u e d  t h a t  " f o r  many y e a r s  p a s t  t h e  P e o p l e  . . . h a v e  b e e n  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  I n c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  a t  a c o u r t h o u s e  q u i t e  
r e m o t e  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a n d  s o  f a r  r emoved  f r o m  t h e  
P u b l i c  r o a d  l e a d i n g  t h r o u g h  i t . "  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  
t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  was i n  good r e p a i r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  
t o l e r a t e d  t h e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  b u t  t h a t  "o f  l a t e  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  h a s  
become s o  r u i n o u s  f r o m  t h e  g r a d u a l  d e c a y  o f  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  



t h e  c o u n t y  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b u i l d  a  new 
o n e . "  I t  was a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  i t  was p r o p o s e d  t o  move t h e  
c o u r t h o u s e  t o  a  s i t e  on S t o n y  Run ( V i r g i n i a  L e g i s l a t i v e  P e t i t i o n s  
1 7 8 4 - 1 8 5 8 ) .  

B u t  a  s e c o n d  g r o u p  o f  Warwick  C o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  f i l e d  a  
c o u n t e r - p e t i t i o n ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  n e e d  t o  move t h e  
c o u r t h o u s e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o u r t h o u s e  
was o n e  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  o l d e s t ,  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  a  new j a i l  h a d  b e e n  
b u i l t  a t  t h e  s i t e  o n l y  n i n e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  w h i c h  s t r u c t u r e  would  
b e  o b s o l e t e ,  w e r e  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  moved.  F i n a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  
d e c i s i o n  was made t o  move t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s i t e  on 
S t o n y  Run ( V i r g i n i a  L e g i s l a t i v e  P e t i t i o n s  1 7 8 4 - 1 8 5 8 ) .  

D u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, when t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  s i t e  on S t o n y  Run 
was o c c u p i e d  by  t h e  Un ion  Army, a  s o l d i e r  w r o t e  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  
t h a t  

Abou t  s u n s e t  we came t o  a  h a l t  i n  a  w h e a t  f i e l d  a t  a  p l a c e  
c a l l e d  Warwick C . H .  . . . A b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  
Smoke House  w h i c h  was u s e d  a s  a  k i n d  o f  C o u n t y  C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  
t h e  r e c o r d s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  w e r e  k e p t  t h e r e .  . . 
N e x t  i s  t h e  C o u r t  h o u s e  a  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  
c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  up  o u r  way.  The c o u r t  room i s  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  
o f  a n  o f f i c e .  T h e r e  a r e  two w i n g s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  e a c h  
h a v e  o n e  s m a l l e r  room i n ,  t h a t  i s  now a  k i n d  o f  c o m m i s s a r y .  
N e x t  i s  a n o t h e r  l i t t l e  smoke h o u s e  w i t h  g r a t e d  windows w h i c h  
was t h e  j a i l .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a l l  i n  a  l i n e .  The C . H .  i s  
t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  g r o u p .  T o g e t h e r  t h e y  p e r h a p s  c o v e r  a  
q u a r t e r  o f  a n  a c r e .  The o f f i c e  was f u l l  o f  b o o k s  a n d  p a p e r s .  
Some v e r y  o l d  o n e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n  b y  K i n g  G e o r g e s  o f f i c e r s .  A g u a r d  was  o v e r  them 
b u t  I was l u c k y  a n d  g o t  a  h a n d f u l  o f  d e e d s  a n d  c .  I h a v e  o n e  
w r i t t e n  1 6 6 9 .  I s e n d  y o u  some o f  t h e m .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  I g o t  
m i n e  a  s t o p  was p u t  t o  t a k i n g  a n y  more  [ N e w p o r t  News 
H i s t o r i c a l  Commiss ion  R e p o r t  1 9 8 7 : 6 ;  Warwick  C o u n t y  L o o s e  
P a p e r s ] .  

A Un ion  s o l d i e r  made a  s k e t c h  o f  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  some o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  c l u s t e r e d  n e a r b y .  To t h e  r i g h t  o f  c e n t e r  was  
t h e  1 8 1 0  c o u r t h o u s e , ' f a c i n g  e a s t w a r d  t o w a r d  t h e  r o a d  a n d  f l a n k e d  
b y  two s m a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  was  two s t o r i e s  h i g h  and  
s e t  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e .  A c r u d e  map 
made by a  C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r  i n  1 8 6 2  shows  t h e  Warwick C o u r t h o u s e  
a n d  i t s  e n v i r o n s  ( P e t e r m a n  1 8 6 2 ;  G r e e n e  1 8 6 2 ) .  

I n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 8 4  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  p a s s e d  a n  a c t  
a u t h o r i z i n g  Warwick  C o u n t y  t o  i s s u e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  b o n d s  t o  
r e p a i r  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  j a i l  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  1 8 1 0  o r  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  new f a c i l i t i e s .  U l t i m a t e l y  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was  made t o  
e r e c t  a  new b u i l d i n g ,  a  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  was  r e a d y  f o r  o c c u p a n c y  i n  
e a r l y  1 8 8 5 .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  i n c u m b e n t  c l e r k  o f  c o u r t  moved t h e  
c o u n t y ' s  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  f r o m  h i s  o l d  o f f i c e  i n t o  t h e  new 
c o u r t h o u s e  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 3 0 ;  Warwick C o u n t y  C o u r t  O r d e r s  1881-  



1 8 8 6 : 2 5 1 ;  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  1 8 8 8 : 4 6 5 - 4 6 6 ) .  

Warwick  C o u n t y ' s  new c o u r t h o u s e  Eras h a r d l y  t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d  
when a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  c l a m o r e d  
f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  t o  b e  moved t o  Newpor t  News, w h i c h  w a s  r a p i d l y  
b e c o m i n g  t h e  e p i c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  The  O l d  
D o m i n i o n  Land Company, i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h ~ e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  N e w p o r t  
News, o f f e r e d  l a n d  u p o n  w h i c h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  
c o u l d  b e  b u i l t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  c o u n t y  c o u l r t h o u s e  a n d  town  h a l l ,  
s c h o o l s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  p a r k s ,  h o s p i t a l s  a.nd o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  
s e r v e d  t h e  p u b l i c  g o o d .  I n  1 8 8 5  t h e  Mewport  News p ~ s t  o f f i c e  was  
l o c a t e d  on  West  A v e n u e ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  H o t e l  W a r w i c k ,  a n d  t h e  
l o c a l  c o u r t  j u s t i c e ' s  o f f i c e  was  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  1 7 t h  S t r e e t  
( N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m  1 9 8 2 : 5 - 9 ;  S a n b o r n  1 8 8 5 ) .  

On M a r c h  2 ,  1 8 8 8  a n  a c t  was  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  
c a l l i n g  f o r  a  p o p u l a r  r e f e r e n d u m  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  c o u n t y  
s e a t  s h o u l d  b e  moved f r o m  S t o n y  Run t o  N e w p o r t  News. P r o v i s i o n s  
w e r e  i n c l u d e d  w h e r e b y  t h e  Warwick  C o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t  was  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  s e l l  t h e  r e c e n t l y  b u i l t  c o u r t h o u s e  a n d  j a i l  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n a n c e  
new o n e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  t h e  t own  o f  Newpor t  News w e r e  t o  
become  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y ,  t h e n  t h e  c o u n t y  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  t o  b e  
r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  new b u i l d i n g s .  V o t e r  
s e n t i m e n t  f a v o r e d  r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  t o  N e w p o r t  News, t o  
w h i c h  i t  moved i n  1 8 9 2 .  I n  1 8 9 3  when t h e  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  
Company mapped  Newpor t  News, t h e  n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  Warwick  C o u n t y  
C o u r t h o u s e  s t o o d  o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e ;  i t  w a s  an  i m p o s i n g  t h r e e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  
c o v e r e d  f o u r  l o t s .  I n  9 8 9 6 ,  when N e w y ~ r t  N e w s  b e c a m e  a n  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y ,  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  Warwick  C o u n t y  c o u r t  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 4  a n d  t h e  o l d  1 8 1 0  
c o u r t h o u s e  became  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  c l e r k  o f  c o u r t  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 : 3 0 ;  S a n b o r n  1 8 9 3 ) .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  n e w l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  C i t y  o f  
N e w p o r t  News r e t a i n e d  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
e r e c t e d  i n  downtown N e w p o r t  News; i t  s t o o d  u n t i l  1 9 4 8 .  I n  1 8 9 7  
t h e  c i t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  b r i c k  f i r e h o u s e  a t  a  s i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e ;  i t  w a s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  
i m p o r t a n t  f a c i l i t y  i n  a  c i t y  w h i c h  b u i L l d i n g s  w e r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
f r a m e  ( W a r w i c k  C o u n t y  O r d e r s  1 8 8 1 - 1 8 8 6 : 2 5 1 ;  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  1 8 8 8 : 4 6 5 - 4 6 6 ;  R o u s e  1 9 8 6 :  9 3 ) .  

By 1 8 9 9  a new c i t y - c o u n t y  j a i l  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  b e h i n d  t h e  c i t y  
h a l l  a n d  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  w a s  s h i f t e d  o n e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  
i t s  f o r m e r  l o c a t i o n .  A t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  F i r e  
S t a t i o n  No. 3  was  b u i l t  i n  t h e  N o r t h  End.  By 1 9 1 3  t h e  c i t y  f i r e  
d e p a r t m e n t ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s t o o d  a t  a  s i t e  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t .  The  w o r k s h o p s  o f  t h e  
N e w p o r t  News S t r e e t  D e p a r t m e n t  w e r e  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
t h e  C & 0, b e t w e e n  Warwick  A v e n u e ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  a n d  2 9 t h  
t h r o u g h  3 1 s t  S t r e e t s  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 9 - 1 9 1 3 ) .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  N e w p o r t  News h a d  some w e l f a r e  a n d  h e a l t h  
c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  p r i v a t e l y  s u p p o r t e d ,  I n  
1 8 9 9  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army o c c u p i e d  p a r t  o f  a b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  



o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ;  d u r i n g  World  War I i t s  
members  o p e n e d  a  c l u b  i n  downtown Newpor t  News. D u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  Red C r o s s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  f o r m e r  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  S t .  
V i n c e n t ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  A l a r g e  Y . M . C . A .  was b u i l t  
a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  H o t e l  H u n t i n g t o n .  L o c a l  c i t i z e n s  a l s o  h a d  
a v a i l a b l e  a  number  o f  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P u b l i c  
H e a l t h  C l i n i c ,  t h e  E l i z a b e t h  B u x t o n  H o s p i t a l  ( w h i c h  was  s i t u a t e d  
o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  Hampton R o a d s ) ,  a n d  
t h e  S t .  F r a n c i s  H o s p i t a l ,  w h i c h  s t o o d  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
Wes t  Avenue  a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t .  I n  1 9 1 9  R i v e r s i d e  H o s p i t a l ,  
f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t o d a y ' s  m o d e r n  m e d i c a l  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  c e n t e r ,  was 
s i t u a t e d  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue ,  n e a r  Camp C o l o n y  
No. 1. C o n v a l e s c e n t  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  t h e  s i c k  a n d  wounded o f  World 
War I w e r e  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  Red C r o s s  a t  Camp S t u a r t .  On t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e ,  t h e  W h i t a k e r  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  was  
l o c a t e d  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  The V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  
S c h o o l  f o r  C o l o r e d  Deaf  a n d  B l i n d  C h i l d r e n ,  b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1 9 1 9 ,  
c a t e r e d  t o  b o t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s .  Among i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  a  d i n i n g  h a l l ,  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  
b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  E l i z a b e t h  H o u s t o n  H o s p i t a l  a n d  a  n u r s e s '  home. 

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 s ,  when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Newpor t  News h a d  
s w e l l e d  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s ,  many l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  f e l t  
t h a t  i t s  s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  was  i n e f f i c i e n t  a n d  a n t i q u a t e d .  I n  
March  1 9 2 0  t h e  c i t y  c h a r t e r  o f  Newpor t  News was  amended ,  w i t h  t h e  
a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r  f o r m  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  was a d o p t e d ,  By 1 9 2 6  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  a  n e w l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  b u i l d i n g  on  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue 
a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  accommoda ted  Newpor t  News' c i t y  h a l l .  A p r o g r a m  
o f  p u b l i c  i m p r o v e m e n t s  was u n d e r t a k e n  when d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  An a t t e m p t  was made t o  p a v e  t h e  
c i t y ' s  l e s s - t r a v e l e d  s t r e e t s  a n d  a v e n u e s  a n d  t o  w i d e n  c e r t a i n  s i d e  
s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  New e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l s  
w e r e  b u i l t  f o r  b o t h  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 5 - 1 4 6 ) .  

A f t e r  Wor ld  War I1 was o v e r  a n d  t h e  Hampton R o a d s  P o r t  o f  
E m b a r k a t i o n  was d e a c t i v a t e d ,  many f o r m e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Newpor t  News 
moved i n t o  Warwick  C o u n t y .  I t  was  a r o u n d  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  
g r e w  i n  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  c i t y  a n d  c o u n t y ,  f o r  many o f  t h e s e  
c i t i z e n s  w e r e  f r u s t r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y .  I n  1 9 4 4  a n  e l e c t i o n  was h e l d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  Warwick 
C o u n t y  s h o u l d  a d o p t  t h e  c o u n t y  m a n a g e r  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  W i t h  
v o t e r  a p p r o v a l  t h e  new g o v e r n m e n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  o f  J a n u a r y  1,  
1 9 4 5 .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1 9 5 2 ,  when Warwick C o u n t y  r e a c h e d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  4 5 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  g r a n t e d  a  c h a r t e r  t o  t h e  
C i t y  o f  Warwick ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  b y  a p o p u l a r  r e f e r e n d u m .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  Warwick C o u n t y ,  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y ,  became e x t i n c t .  
D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 s ,  when t h e  s h i p y a r d  was a w a r d e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  
m a j o r  d e f e n s e  c o n t r a c t s ,  t h e  a r e a ' s  economy a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w .  
I n  1 9 5 8  t h e  C i t y  o f  Warwick  c o n s o l i d a t e d  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  o f  Newpor t  
News, a t  w h i c h  t i m e  Newpor t  News a s s u m e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  b o u n d a r i e s  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 5 5 - 1 5 6 ;  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  1 9 6 5 : 2 9 , 3 4 ;  Rouse  
1 9 6 9 : 8 2 ;  Newpor t  News H i s t o r i c a l  Commiss ion  1 9 8 7 ) .  



The c e n t e r  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  Newpor t  News t o d a y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  a r e a  o f  2 3 r d  t o  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  W a s h i n g t o n  and  West  
A v e n u e s .  The o n l y  b u i l d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  o l d  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
C i t y  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t h e  Newpor t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  West  Avenue  
B r a n c h .  The l i b r a r y  i s  recommended a s  o n e  o f  Newpor t  News' m o s t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  D e s i g n e d  by a r c h i t e c t  
C h a r l e s  M .  R o b i n s o n ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  i n f l u e n c e  s o  p r e v a l e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 s .  

A governmen t -owned  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d  Newpor t  
News P o s t  O f f i c e  a n d  Custom House  i s  olne o f  Newpor t  News' m o s t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  W h i l e  i t  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  
l i s t e d  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s ~ t o r i c  P l a c e s ,  a  d r a f t  
n o m i n a t i o n  w r i t t e n  i n  1 9 8 3  ( b u t  n e v e r  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r )  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  "an  i m p o r t a n t  e x a m p l e  o f  
e c l e c t i c  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n ,  t y p i c a l  o f  much o f  t h e  l a r g e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  a n d  f i n a n c e d  b y  t h e  T r e a s u r y  D e p a r t m e n t .  " 

S e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  downtown Newpor t  News a r e  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  
a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e .  The a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  a t  9 2  32nd S t r e e t  h o u s e s  a  d r u g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
c e n t e r ,  s u p p o r t e d  i n  p a r t  w i t h  C i t y  f u n d s .  The Newpor t  News 
S e m i n a r y  b u i l d i n g  a t  2 2 3  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  o l d  M e n o n i t e  M a r k e t  
a t  3 3 1  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  a r e  b o t h  owned a n d  o p e r a t e d  b y  Y o u t h  
C h a l l e n g e ,  a  p r i v a t e  C h r i s t i a n  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
p r o g r a m .  The Newpor t  News S e m i n a r y  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  t h e  t h e m e ,  " E d u c a t i o n , "  

HISTORICAL THEME:  TRANSPORTATION^^ 

Though I n d i a n  p a t h s  a n d  p r i m i t i v e  r o a d w a y s  l i n k e d  d i s t a n t  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o l o n y ,  t h e  T i d e w a t e r  a r e a  was  l a r g e l y  
d e p e n d e n t  upon  w a t e r b o r n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  R i v e r s  a n d  o t h e r  
n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r w a y s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  a n d  
p r a c t i c a l  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
f o r  o v e r l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was d i f f i c u l t  a n d  t i m e - c o n s u m i n g .  
F e r r i e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  l i c e n s e d  by  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  c o n n e c t e d  o v e r l a n d  
r o u t e s ,  p r o v i d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  b o t h  man a n d  b e a s t .  I n  
Warwick  C o u n t y ,  f e r r i e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  a n d  a t  
Warwick  Town. T a v e r n s  and  o r d i n a r i e s  w h e r e  f o o d  a n d  l o d g i n g  c o u l d  
b e  o b t a i n e d  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s  a l o n g  
w e l l  t r a v e l e d  r o a d w a y s  a n d  a t  f e r r y  l a n d i n g s .  Maps p r o d u c e d  by  
J o s h u a  F r y  a n d  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n ,  J o h n  H e n r y ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  a n d  
- ---- ------p-p---- 

5 0 ~ h i s  theme  r e l a t e s  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k s ,  r o a d s ,  w a t e r ,  
c a n a l ,  r a i l r o a d  a n d  a i r .  R e s o u r c e  t y p e s  i n c l u d e  b r i d g e s ,  b o a t s  
a n d  o t h e r  w a t e r c r a f t ,  p i e r s ,  w h a r v e s ,  f e r r i e s ,  l i g h t h o u s e s ,  r o a d s  
a n d  t u r n p i k e s ,  t o l l h o u s e s ,  a u t o m o b i l e s  a n d  o t h e r  v e h i c l e s ,  
s t r e e t c a r s ,  c a n a l s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  l o c k s ,  b o a t s ,  
r a i l r o a d s ,  s t a t i o n s ,  e n g i n e  h o u s e s ,  t r a i n s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  a i r p l a n e s ,  
l a n d i n g  f i e l d s ,  s p a c e  v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s .  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  t h e m e  a r e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  s u c h  a s  h o t e l s ,  g a s  
s t a t i o n s ,  m o t e l s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  m o t o r  l o d g e s  a n d  c o u r t s .  



a  number  o f  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  whose  w o r k s  w e r e  e x e c u t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e v e a l  t h a t  a  m a j o r  t h o r o u g h f a r e  r a n  u p  t h e  
James -York  p e n i n s u l a  a n d  l e s s e r  r o a d w a y s  e x t e n d e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e .  

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a s  t h e  
economy o f  t h e  new n a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d ,  i n t e r e s t  i n  i m p r o v i n g  
o v e r l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  g r e w  s t e a d i l y  s t r o n g e r .  I t  was  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  t h a t  V i r g i n i a n s  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  i n t e r n a l  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  c a n a l s  a n d  t u r n p i k e s .  J a m e s  M a d i s o n ' s  1 8 0 7  
map,  u p d a t e d  i n  1 8 1 8 ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  much o f  V i r g i n i a  was c o n n e c t e d  
b y  s t a g e  r o a d s  a n d  m i n o r  p u b l i c  t h o r o u g h f a r e s ,  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
s y s t e m  w h i c h  was i m p r o v e d  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  b y  t h e  t i m e  Herman Boye 
mapped t h e  Commonwealth i n  1 8 2 5 .  By t h e  e a r l y  1 8 0 0 s  R o u t e  6 0 ' s  
f o r e r u n n e r  was a  m a j o r  p u b l i c  r o a d  a n d  a  r o a d  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  
Hampton t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Newpor t  News C r e e k .  The f o r e r u n n e r s  
o f  B r i a r f i e l d  a n d  S h e l l  Roads  a l s o  d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

By t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War, many o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  o l d e r  r o a d s  
had  become m a j o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  n u m e r o u s  
l e s s e r  t h o r o u g h f a r e s  e x t e n d e d .  Many o f  t h e  r o a d s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  u s e  
d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  g a v e  r i s e  t o  t h e  p a v e d  r o a d s  t h a t  
l a t e r  became c o m p o n e n t s  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m .  I n  1 8 8 0 ,  
when t h e  town  o f  Newpor t  News w a s  l a i d  o u t  a n d  c a r v e d  i n t o  b l o c k s ,  
i t s  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  r a n  on a n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s ,  
p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e ,  a n d  i t s  a v e n u e s  e x t e n d e d  i n  a  
n o r t h - s o u t h  d i r e c t i o n .  On t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  
n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  c o n t i n u e d  n o r t h w a r d  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  3 9 t h  
S t r e e t .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k s ,  l o t s  a n d  s t r e e t s  r a n  
t o w a r d  S a l t e r s  C r e e k  b u t  d i d  n o t  p r o c e e d  s o u t h  o f  2 0 t h  S t r e e t .  
Whenever  r a i n  f e l l ,  Newpor t  News' p r i m i t i v e  d i r t  s t r e e t s  w e r e  
c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  s e a  o f  mud. By 1 8 8 3  b o a r d w a l k s  e x t e n d e d  u p  2 7 t h  
a n d  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  
T h e r e  w e r e  no  s t r e e t  l i g h t s .  

I n  1 8 8 5 ,  a  c u r v i n g  byway c a l l e d  Beach  Road p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  
r i v e r  b a n k  i n l a n d  f r o m  Newpor t  News' p i e r s .  To t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  
P i e r  No. 1 ,  A S t r e e t  ( f o r e r u n n e r  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t )  a n d  B S t r e e t  
( f o r e r u n n e r  o f  1 7 t h  S t r e e t )  e x t e n d e d  t o w a r d  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  S a m u e l  B u x t o n ,  S r . ,  i n  1 8 9 6  W a s h i n g t o n  a v e n u e  "was a  
s e a  o f  mud, n a v i g a b l e  o n l y  by  p l a c i n g  b o a r d s  a t  s t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n s . "  To t r a v e l  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue t o  t h e  E a s t  End,  
we h a d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  y a r d s  o f  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  a n d  O h i o  R a i l w a y  a t  
o u r  own p e r i l  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e n  no  b r i d g e s "  ( R o u s e  1 9 9 0 ) .  

B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3 ,  i r o n  b r i d g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  2 5 t h ,  2 8 t h  
a n d  3 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  s p a n n i n g  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e  o f  t r a c k s  a n d  
c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  a n d  w e s t e r n  h a l v e s  o f  Newpor t  News. I t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  b r i d g e s  s p u r r e d  i n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  f o r  c o m p a n i e s  
l o c a t e d  t h e r e  w o u l d  h a v e  g a i n e d  r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  
c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a n d  p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s .  B e t w e e n  1 9 0 3  a n d  1 9 0 7  
t h e  name o f  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  was c h a n g e d  t o  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue .  By 
1 9 0 7 ,  l a n d  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k  h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  i n t o  



s t r e e t s  a n d  l o t s .  A wooden b r i d g e  t h a t  l i n k e d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
V e n a b l e  Avenue  l i n k e d  t h i s  s u b u r b  o f  Newpor t  News ( w h i c h  l a y  i n  
E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y )  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y .  D u r i n g  t h e  
m a s s i v e  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d - u p  i n  Newpor t  Mews, d u r i n g  World  War I ,  
some o f  t h e  r o a d s  l e a d i n g  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e  c i t y  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  
h a r d - s u r f a c e d  h i g h w a y s ,  The h i g h w a y  t o  Richmond was  s u r f a c e d ,  a s  
was t h e  r o a d  t o  F o r t  Monroe .  The r o a d  b e t w e e n  Lee  H a l l  a n d  
York town  a l s o  was p a v e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  By 1 9 2 6 ,  when t h e  
c i t y ' s  m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e s  h a d  become more  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  t h e  
Newpor t  News S t r e e t  D e p a r t m e n t  h a d  w o r k s h o p s  t h a t  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  Warwick Avenue ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  2 9 t h  a n d  
3 1 s t  S t r e e t s ,  I n  1 9 2 8  a  b r i d g e  was b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  
T h i r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1957-1960 ,  I n t e r s t a t e  64 was  c o n s t r u c t e d .  

Newpor t  News r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s ,  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  w e r e  
a b l e  t o  make u s e  o f  v a r i o u s  o f  modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Many o f  
t h o s e  who t r a v e l e d  a b o u t  t h e  t o w n ,  e a r l y  o n ,  d i d  s o  o n  f o o t ,  on 
h o r s e b a c k  o r  i n  wagons  o r  c a r r i a g e s .  I n  1 8 8 9  a  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  
s t o o d  on 2 4 t h  S t r e e t  i n  downtown Newpor t  News. By 1 8 9 3  t h e  WePle r  
L i v e r y  a n d  B o a r d i n g  s t a b l e s  w e r e  1 o c a t : e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  2 4 t h  
S t r e e t ,  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e .  D u r i n g  t h e  
l a t e  1 8 9 0 s  t h e  Warwick  S t a b l e s  w e r e  at:  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  
2 3 r d  a n d  a  wagon s h e d  was  s i t u a t e d  bet :ween 2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  
b e t w e e n  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s .  A l i v e r y  s t a b l e  a n d  a 
w h e e l w r i g h t ' s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w e r e  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  2 9 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  
S t r e e t s ,  f r o n t i n g  upon  L a f a y e t t e  S t r e e t .  By 1 8 9 9  t h e r e  was a  
l i v e r y  s t a b l e  n e a r  B a r o n ' s  H o t e l .  

Newpor t  News' e a r l i e s t  mode o f  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was  
h o r s e - d r a w n  c a r s  t h a t  w e r e  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  Newpor t  News S t r e e t  
R a i l w a y  Company. F i n a l l y ,  on  December  2 4 ,  1 8 9 2  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  
e l e c t r i c a l l y  p o w e r e d  c a r  b e g a n  t o  o p e r a t e  b e t w e e n  Newpor t  News a n d  
Hampton.  By 1 8 9 5  t h e  e l e c t r i c  c a r s  p l i e d  a  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  
s h i p y a r d  a n d  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t e r m i n a l .  D u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  
C i t i z e n s  R a p i d  T r a n s i t  a n d  i t s  s u c c e s s o r ,  P e n t r a n ,  commenced 
p r o v i d i n g  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  

The c o m i n g  o f  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  b r o u g h t  many c h a n g e s  t o  Newpor t  
News' b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I n  1 9 1 9  a  r o o f e d - o v e r  p a r k i n g  g a r a g e  was 
l o c a t e d  on  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  V i r g i n i a  A v e n u e s ,  
a n d  b y  1 9 2 6  t h e r e  w e r e  a u t o m o b i l e  r e p a i r  s h o p s  i n  downtown Newpor t  
News. An a u t o  r e p a i r  a n d  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y  s t o o d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  4 6 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  a  n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  b u i l d i n g  
o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  
h o u s e d  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  d e a l e r s h i p  on i t s  f i r s t  f l o o r  a n d  Newpor t  
News' c i t y  h a l l  on i t s  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  F i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  o n  2 5 t h  a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  
t r a c k s .  A c r o s s  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  was a n o t h e r  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n .  

The i n f l u x  o f  newcomers  t o  Newpor t  News World  War I f o s t e r e d  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t r u c k i n g  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  
t r a n s p o r t  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s  f r o m  o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  a n o t h e r .  
D u r i n g  World  War I t h e  V i r g i n i a  T r a n s f e r  a n d  S t o r a g e  Company b u i l t  
i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  



t h e  H i d e n  S t o r a g e  a n d  F o r w a r d i n g  Company t o o k  o v e r  t h e  o l d  
w a r e h o u s e s  a n d  p l a t f o r m  o f  t h e  U. S. Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  C o r p s ,  w h i c h  
w e r e  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  3 6 t h  a n d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t s ,  n e a r  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  
t h e  C & 0 ' s  s p u r  l i n e  t u r n e d  e a s t .  

From t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Newpor t  News b e g a n  t o  d e v e l o p  i n t o  a n  
i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r ,  o v e r n i g h t  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  w e r e  
n e e d e d  f o r  v i s i t o r s  a n d  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c .  W i t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
f o r e s i g h t ,  C o l l i s  P. H u n t i n g t o n  s e t  a b o u t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h o s e  
n e e d s .  On A p r i l  11, 1 8 8 3  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick ,  w h i c h  was f o u r  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  a n d  s t o o d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  West  
Avenue ,  o p e n e d  i t s  d o o r s  t o  b u s i n e s s .  H u n t i n g t o n  h a d  i n t e n d e d  i t  
t o  b e  a r e s o r t ,  b u t  i t  e v o l v e d  i n t o  a  c o m m e r c i a l  h o t e l  a n d  c i v i c  
c e n t e r .  The H o t e l  Warwick ,  w h i c h  was l u x u r i o u s l y  a p p o i n t e d ,  was  
t o u t e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  S o u t h ' s  p r e m i e r  h o t e l s .  G u e s t s  a n d  l o c a l  
c i t i z e n s  c o n g r e g a t e d  a t  t h e  h o t e l  f o r  b r i d g e  games a n d  o t h e r  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s .  A n o t h e r  Newpor t  News h o t e l ,  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  
H o u s e ,  a l s o  was i n  e x i s t e n c e  b y  1 8 8 3 .  I t  was managed by  John  
S w i n e r t o n ,  who a l s o  r a n  t h e  Warwick .  By 1 8 8 5  t h e  New York  House  
h a d  o p e n e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s  on B S t r e e t ;  i t  s u r v i v e d  u n t i l  1 8 9 1 ,  a t  
w h i c h  t i m e  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  t o  o f f i c e  s p a c e .  Be tween  
1 8 8 9  a n d  1 8 9 1  t h e  P a l a c e  H o t e l  was  b u i l t  on  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  on l o t s  
t h a t  f o r m e r l y  h a d  b e e n  o c c u p i e d  b y  a  s a l o o n .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  Newpor t  News h a d  a  number  o f  h o t e l s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  C e n t r a l  H o t e l  ( o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 7 t h  S t r e e t  
a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ) ,  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue  M a r k e t  H o t e l  ( o n  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  3 4 t h ) ,  a n d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  H o t e l  
( a t  302  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ) .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d e c a d e  t h e  C e n t r a l  H o t e l  
became  t h e  H o t e l  I v y .  The  West  P o i n t  H o t e l ,  a  t w o - s t o r y  f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b l o c k  f o r m e d  b y  1 7 t h  a n d  A 
S t r e e t s ,  f r o n t e d  on  b o t h  s t r e e t s .  The G l o u c e s t e r  H o t e l  s t o o d  on 
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  West  Avenue a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  
H o t e l  B r u n s w i c k  was l o c a t e d  a t  2 5 0 3  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  On t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  was B a r o n ' s  H o t e l ,  B a r o n ' s  T h e a t e r  a n d  B e e r  
G a r d e n .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  t h e  o n l y  h o t e l  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C 
& 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e  was t h e  M i l w a u k e e  H o t e l ,  w h i c h  was l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  Warwick  Avenue .  

By 1 9 0 7  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick  h a d  a d d e d  a  l a r g e ,  L - shaped  a n n e x  
t h a t  s t o o d  on  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  West Avenue and  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ;  
t h e  h o t e l  a n n e x  was r a z e d  p r i o r  t o  1 9 1 3 .  A c r o s s  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  t h e  
h o t e l ' s  l a u n d r y  was e x p a n d e d  t o  e n c o m p a s s  t h r e e  l o t s  a n d  a n  
a n c i l l a r y  f a c i l i t y .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  h o t e l s  w e r e  t h e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  G r a n d  C e n t r a l  H o t e l  ( o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  
3 0 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ) ,  t h e  H o t e l  P o c a h o n t a s  ( o n  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  3 4 t h  and  W a s h i n g t o n ) ,  a n d  t h e  H o t e l  H u n t i n g t o n  ( o n  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 6 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n ) .  The H o t e l  G r a f t o n ,  
w h i c h  i n  1 9 1 9  s t o o d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  a n d  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  b y  1 9 2 6  h a d  become t h e  H o t e l  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  t h e  Grand  
C e n t r a l  H o t e l  was  r e n a m e d  t h e  H o t e l  N e w p o r t .  D u r i n g  t h e  mid -1920s  
t h e  L y n d h u r s t  H o t e l  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  Moose H a l l .  By 1 9 0 7  
t h e  We-Us H o t e l  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0's 
m a i n  l i n e ,  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  and  Warwick  



Avenue .  I t  was l o c a t e d  i n  a n  a r e a  t h a . t  was p r e d o m i n a n t l y  b l a c k .  

Newpor t  News n o t  o n l y  h a d  a  n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  l o d g i n g  b u t  a l s o  
f o r  p u b l i c  d i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  Some of '  t h e s e  r e s t a u r a n t s  w e r e  i n  
o r  n e a r  Newpor t  News' h o t e l s  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  b y  
r e l a t i v e l y  a f f l u e n t  l o c a l s  a n d  b y  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  a r e a .  O t h e r  
more  h u m b l e  r e s t a u r a n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f r e q u e n t e d  by  t h e  men who 
w o r k e d  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  t h a t  C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n  
was  p r o m o t i n g  a v i d l y .  [ T h e  b a r s  a n d  b o r d e l l o s  t h a t  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  
a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  HISTORICAL THEME: S0C;IAL-CULTURAL. ] 

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 s ,  s m a l l  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  e a t e r i e s  w e r e  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  who w o r k e d  on t h e  p i e r s  o r  i n  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  y a r d s .  The number  o f  s m a l l  e a t i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  t h a t  
v i c i n i t y ,  w h i c h  h a d  grown s i g n i f  i c a n t l - y  b y  1 8 9  1, h a d  i n c r e a s e d  
s t i l l  f u r t h e r  by  1 9 0 3 .  I n  1 9 1 3  a  number  o f  r e s t a u r a n t s  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  on W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  By 
1 9 1 9 ,  s e v e r a l  new r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  1unc:hrooms h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
f o o t  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  a l o n g  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  R e s t a u r a n t s  a l s o  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  downtown b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  

V a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  l o n g  r a n g e  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  who w a n t e d  t o  come t o  Newpor t  News. By 1 8 8 1  
t h e  C & 0  r a i l r o a d  l i n k e d  t h e  c i t y  w i t h  Richmond a n d  p o i n t s  
b e y o n d .  R a i l  t r a v e l  was a  p o p u l a r  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  mode o f  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r i e s  a n d  many v i s i t o r s  t o  Newport: News a r r i v e d  b y  t r a i n .  The 
C & 0 ' s  p a s s e n g e r  d e p o t  was i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  P i e r  No. 1 .  
T o d a y ' s  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e  t o  Newpor t  News i s  p r o v i d e d  b y  Amtrak .  

I n  1 8 8 9  s t e a m s h i p s  w e r e  p r o v i d i n g  r e g u l a r  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e  
t o  Newpor t  News. A s t e a m e r  p i e r  a n d  d e p o t  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  was  
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  P i e r  No. 1 ( l a t e r  r e d e s i g n a t e d  P i e r  No. 
7 ) .  By 1 8 9 9  t h e  o l d  s t e a m e r  p i e r  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  u s e  b y  t h e  
C h e s a p e a k e  Bay O y s t e r  a n d  F i s h  Company. P r i o r  t o  1 9 0 7  a  f e r r y  
s l i p  was c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  o l d  s t e a m s h i p  p i e r .  A 
f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f e r r y  s l i p  was b u i l t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
o f  P i e r  No. $, a t  a  s i t e  w h e r e  a  r a i l r o a d  c a r  f l o a t - f e r r y  f o r m e r l y  
h a d  b e e n  l o c a t e d .  By 1 9 2 6  a  m u n i c i p a l  p i e r  p r o t r u d e d  f r o m  t h e  e n d  
o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  n e a r  w h i c h  was t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  F e r r y  Company 's  
f e r r y  s l i p .  N e a r b y  was t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  H a r b o r ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  i n  
e x i s t e n c e  s i n c e  1 9 1 9 .  I t  h a d  a  m a r i n e  r a i l w a y  a s  w e l l  a s  a r e p a i r  
c o m p l e x .  

The  C & 0 ' s  f r e i g h t  t r a i n s  t r a n s p o r t e d  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  g o o d s  t o  a n d  f r o m  i t s  p i e r s ,  w h i c h  p r o t r u d e d  i n t o  t h e  
J a m e s  R i v e r .  I t  was  t h i s  l i n k  b e t w e e n  o v e r l a n d  a n d  w a t e r b o r n e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h a t  l e d  t o  Newpor t  News' d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t o  a  
t h r i v i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o r t .  I n  1 8 8 5  two p i e r s  e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  
J a m e s ,  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  Newpor t  News p o i n t .  P i e r  No. 1 ( l a t e r  
r e n a m e d  No, 6 )  was s e r v e d  b y  a  r a i l r f o a d  s i d i n g ,  w h e r e a s  P i e r  No. 
2 ( l a t e r  d e s i g n a t e d  No. 5 )  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  C & 0 ' s  g r a i n  
e l e v a t o r .  N e a r  w h a t  became P i e r  No. 3 ,  t h e  C & 0  h a d  a  c o a l  



t r e s s e l  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  o u t  o v e r  t h e  w a t e r .  By 1 8 8 9  t h e  Newpor t  
News Dry Dock a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company h a d  two p i e r s  a n d  a  d r y  
d o c k  on i t s  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  3 7 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  P i e r  No, 4 ( a  
l u m b e r  p i e r )  h a d  b-een  b u i l t  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o w a r d  Newpor t  News p o i n t .  
I n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r e w  u p  c l o s e  t o  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e .  
B e t w e e n  1 8 8 9  a n d  1 8 9 1  a  s p u r  l i n e  o f  t h e  C & 0  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  
I t s  t r a c k s  made a  r i g h t  a n g l e  t u r n  a s  t h e y  h e a d e d  e a s t  away f r o m  
t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  m a i n  l i n e  a n d  p a r a l l e l e d  3 7 t h  S t r e e t .  D u r i n g  t h e  
l a t e  1 8 9 0 s ,  many o f  t h e  p i e r s  a l o n g  Newpor t  News' w a t e r f r o n t  w e r e  
e x p a n d e d  a n d  m o d e r n i z e d  a n d  P i e r  No. 8  ( a n  o p e n  d o c k  t h a t  s e r v e d  
a  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r )  was b u i l t .  N e a r  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e  C & 0 ' s  
m a i n  l i n e  c u r v e s  s h a r p l y  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  w e r e  t h e  New R i v e r  a n d  
P o c a h o n t a s  C o n s o l i d a t e d  C o a l  Company 's  c a r  r e p a i r  s h o p s .  On 2 3 r d  
S t r e e t ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  r a i l r o a d  s i d i n g ,  was a  f r e i g h t  h o u s e  t h a t  
was owned by  t h e  C & 0 .  By 1 9 1 9  t h e  Newpor t  News a n d  Hampton 
R a i l w a y ,  Gas a n d  E l e c t r i c  Company h a d  a  f r e i g h t  s t a t i o n  a n d  
g e n e r a l  s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e  on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  
Avenue  and  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  Newpor t  News h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  r a i l r o a d  c e n t e r .  

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  Newpor t  
New h a d  n u m e r o u s  p i e r s .  The Old  Domin ion  Land Company's  w h a r f  
( P i e r  A) p r o t r u d e d  f r o m  t h e  e n d  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t .  By 1 9 0 7 ,  t h e  C & 
0 ' s  c o a l  p i e r s  h a d  b e e n  m o d i f i e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  a n d  P i e r  No. 9  ( a  
s t e e l  c o a l  t r e s s e l )  was b u i l t .  Some o f  t h e  o t h e r  p i e r s  
( s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Nos.  4 ,  5 ,  a n d  6 )  h a d  b e e n  made i n t o  w a r e h o u s e s .  
A t  t h e  w e s t  e n d  o f  3 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  t h e  Newpor t  News Y a c h t  C l u b ' s  p i e r  
j u t t e d  i n t o  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  D u r i n g  World  War I ,  Newpor t  News' 
w a t e r f r o n t  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  e x p a n d e d  a n d  m o d i f i e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  a s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  war e f f o r t .  Some o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  a l s o  w e r e  
i n  u s e  by t h e  Army ' s  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  C o r p s .  [ A l l  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  
a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  HISTORICAL THEME: MILITARY. ] 

A i r  t r a v e l  came t o  Newpor t  News i n  1 9 1 4 ,  when t h e  C u r t i s  
F l y i n g  S c h o o l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  a  s i t e  n e a r  t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  
H a r b o r .  T h e r e ,  C a p t a i n  S c o t t  B a l d w i n ,  a n  e x - b a l l o o n  e x p l o r e r ,  
t r a i n e d  men i n  f l y i n g  b o a t s  a n d  l a n d  b a s e d  p l a n e s .  By 1 9 1 9  t h e  
a i r  f i e l d  was  c a l l e d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  A e r o n a u t i c a l  S t a t i o n .  I n  1947  
t h e  P e n i n s u l a  A i r p o r t  Commiss ion  a c q u i r e d  924  a c r e s  a t  Camp 
P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  w h e r e  a  p e n i n s u l a  a i r p o r t  was  t o  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d .  
I n  November 1 9 4 9  P a t r i c k  H e n r y  A i r p o r t  was d e d i c a t e d  a n d  o p e n e d  t o  
u s e ,  I n  1 9 7 4 ,  i t s  s i z e  h a v i n g  b e e n  e x p a n d e d ,  P a t r i c k  H e n r y  became 
a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t .  

E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  1 7 t h  a n d  1 8 t h  S t r e e t s ,  t h e  s t r e e t s  
t o d a y  i n  downtown Newpor t  News a r e  c o n f i g u r e d  much a s  t h e y  w e r e  
h i s t o r i c a l l y .  However ,  t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  f l o w  o f  v e h i c l e s  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  
S h i p y a r d .  West  Avenue  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenues  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  two- 
way s t r e e t s  b u t  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue b r i n g s  t r a f f i c  o n e  way s o u t h  
i n t o  t h e  downtown and  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  c a r r i e s  t r a f f i c  o n e  way 
n o r t h  o u t  o f  t h e  downtown.  

The  b r i d g e s  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  s i d e s  o f  Newpor t  



News a t  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  h a v e  b e e n  r e b u i l t  a n d  r e t a i n  
n o  v i s i b l e  h i s t o r i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f a b r i c .  The  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  B r i d g e  
was  e l i m i n a t e d  when i t s  a p p r o a c h  b e c a m e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y .  The  3 9 t h  S t r e e t  B r i d g e  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  
o f  c o n c r e t e  a n d  s t e e l  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War I1 w h i c h  e x p e d i t e d  
movement  o f  S h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  c i t y  ( J e s t e r :  8 3 ) .  

I n t e r s t a t e  6 6 4  was  c o m p l e t e d  f r o m  R o u t e  6 4  i n t o  N e w p o r t  News; 
t h e  s o u t h e r n  l e g  o f  t h e  s u p e r h i g h w a y  i s  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  a 
b r i d g e - t u n n e l  t o  N o r f o l k  a n d  P o r t s m o u t h .  1 -664  a l t e r e d  t h e  
l a n d s c a p e  o f  downtown N e w p o r t  News w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  on  
ramp a t  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  o f f  r a m p s  a t  26 S t r e e t  a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t .  

H i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  t h a t  h o u s e d  H u n t i n g t o n  
Avenue  a u t o m o b i l e  d e a l e r s h i p s  i n c l u d e  t h e  o l d  M o t o r  S a l e s  Co. a t  
2 9 0 0  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  ( l a t e r  H u d g i n s  M o t o r  Company) ;  t h e  M e s s i c k  
M o t o r  Car Company a t  2902-08  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  ( l a t e r  M e t r o  M o t o r  
Company,  U n i v e r s a l  M o t o r s ,  a n d  C o f e r  M o t o r  S a l e s ) ,  N e w p o r t  News 
B u i c k  Company a t  3 0 0 1  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  ( l a t e r  N i c k  A l l e n  
M o t o r s ) .  One o l d  T u d o r - s t y l e  g a s  s t a t i o n  r e m a i n s  a b a n d o n e d  a t  
4 5 0 0  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d .  

R a i l r o a d - a s s o c i a t e d  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  s t i l l  
s t a n d i n g  i n c l u d e  a  f i r e  s t a t i o n  a n d  pu:mp h o u s e  o n  t h e  o l d  H a r b o r  
o r  R i v e r  Road ,  t h e  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  Y a r d  o f f i c e ,  t h e  3 9 t h  S t r e e t  
O f f i c e  a n d  S h o p ,  a  s u p p l y  b u i l d i n g  n e a r  t h e  3 9 t h  S t r e e t  O f f i c e ,  
t h e  3 9 t h  S t r e e t  C o a l  S t a t i o n ,  t h e  3 9 t h  S t r e e t  W a t e r  T o w e r ,  t h e  
4 5 t h  S t r e e t  XA C a b i n ,  a n d  t h e  5 8 t h  S t r e e t  Hump O f f i c e .  The  t r a i n  
s t a t i o n  on  R i v e r  Road a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  2 .3rd S t r e e t  w a s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  s t u d y ;  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P l a n n i n g  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1'943 a n d  t h u s  i s  l e s s  t h a n  
5 0  y e a r s  o l d .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  o w n e r s h i p  h a s  c h a n g e d  a t  t h e  p o r t  o f  
N e w p o r t  News, c a u s i n g  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  T h e  r a i l r o a d  i s  now owned b y  CSX who h a s  b e e n  
p r o g r e s s i v e l y  c u t t i n g  b a c k  o n  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  R a i l r o a d  
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  d e c l a r e d  e x c e s s  p r o p e r t y  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  o n  a  
r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  The v a s t  n e t w o r k  o f  t r a c k s  ( a s  much a s  1 5 0  m i l e s  
o f  t r a c k s  i n  1 9 4 9 )  i s  d w i n d l i n g  down t o  a  f e w  l i n e s .  
I m p o r t / E x p o r t  a c t i v i t y  i s  now d i v i d e d  a t  t h e  p o r t  b e t w e e n  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y  ( o p e r a t i n g  t h e  N e w p o r t  News M a r i n e  
T e r m i n a l )  a n d  p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  s u c h  a s  P i e r  9 A s s o c i a t e s  
( r u n n i n g  t h e  P i e r  9  T e r m i n a l  Company) ,  D o m i n i o n  T e r m i n a l  
A s s o c i a t e s ,  a n d  Koch F u e l s ,  Pnc .  P i e r  9  A s s o c i a t e s  a n d  DTA 
o p e r a t e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  m o d e r n  c o a l  l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  
w o r l d .  Koch F u e l s  h a n d l e s  l i q u i d  b u l k ,  The N e w p o r t  News M a r i n e  
T e r m i n a l  i s  a  s t a t e - o w n e d  f a c i l i t y  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  
A u t h o r i t y ,  a  n o n - p r o f i t  n o n - s t o c k  o p e r a t o r .  The  f a c i l i t y  i s  a 
p r e m i e r  b r e a k  b u l k  h a n d 1  i n g  p o r t  w i t h  c o n t a i n e r  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  
A l l  r e v e n u e s  r e v e r t  b a c k  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  The  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  
A u t h o r i t y ,  o w n i n g  1 4 1 . 0 8  a c r e s ,  h a s  r e g r a d e d  much o f  i t s  l a n d  a n d  
r e b u i l t  o r  r e p l a c e d  o b s o l e t e  p i e r s .  The  VPA r e c e n t l y  r e m o v e d  
P i e r  2 a n d  p l a n s  t o  d e m o l i s h  P i e r  8 f o r  b e t t e r  m a n e u v e r a b i l i t y  



w i t h  t h e  new l a r g e r  c a r g o  v e s s e l s .  

HISTORICAL THEME:  RELIGION^^ 

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  when t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  
c o m p r i s e d  V i r g i n i a ' s  E s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h ,  p a r i s h  b o u n d a r i e s  o f t e n  
w e r e  c o t e r m i n o u s  w i t h  c o u n t y  b o u n d a r i e s .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  
i n  p o p u l a t i o n  u s u a l l y  i m p e l l e d  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  
House  o f  B u r g e s s e s  t o  s u b d i v i d e  t h e  l a r g e r  p a r i s h  i n t o  two o r  more  
s m a l l e r  e n t i t i e s .  T y p i c a l l y ,  a  c h u r c h  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  s o o n  a f t e r  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  new p a r i s h  a n d  s o m e t i m e s ,  s m a l l e r  c h a p e l s  
o f  e a s e  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s  f o r  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  
w o r s h i p e r s ,  whose  s u p p o r t  a n d  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h  
was  m a n d a t o r y ,  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1 6 2 7  t h e r e  was a  c h u r c h  o n  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  i n  
w h a t  was known a s  S t a n l e y  H u n d r e d .  I n  1 6 2 9  t h e  m i n i s t e r  a n d  
c h u r c h  w a r d e n s  o f  S t a n l e y  Hundred  f i l e d  a  r e g i s t e r  o f  l o c a l  
m a r r i a g e s ,  b u r i a l s  a n d  c h r i s t e n i n g s  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  a t  J a m e s t o w n .  
I n  1 6 3 5 ,  a  y e a r  a f t e r  Warwick  R i v e r  ( l a t e r  Warwick)  C o u n t y  was 
c r e a t e d  b y  l a w ,  r e f e r e n c e  was made t o  t h e  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  P a r i s h ,  
w h i c h  by t h a t  d a t e  i n c l u d e d  w h a t  f o r m e r l y  h a d  b e e n  known a s  
S t a n l e y  H u n d r e d .  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  P a r i s h  s u r v i v e d  u n t i l  1 7 2 5 ,  I n  
1 6 2 9 ,  when t h e  Rev.  G e o r g e  K e i t h  ( S k i f f )  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  
t h e  t e r r i t o r y  b e t w e e n  M a r i e ' s  Mount ( N e w p o r t  News) a n d  W a t e r s  
C r e e k  was f o r m e d  i n t o  w h a t  b y  1 6 4 3  was  known a s  Nutmeg Q u a r t e r  
P a r i s h .  I n  1 6 5 6  t h e  members  o f  Nutmeg Q u a r t e r  P a r i s h  a s k e d  t o  b e  
i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  D e n b i g h  P a r i s h ,  w h i c h  was l o c a t e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  u p s t r e a m ,  t o w a r d  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  1 7 2 5  
M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  a n d  D e n b i g h  P a r i s h e s  w e r e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  
Warwick  P a r i s h  ( C o c k e  1 9 6 4 : 1 5 7 - 1 6 2 ) .  G l e b e  f a r m s ,  o n e  p e r  p a r i s h ,  
w e r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  home a n d  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e  f o r  p a r i s h  
c l e r g y m e n ,  s u p p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  s t i p e n d  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  p a r i s h  
t i t h e s .  The g l e b e  o f  t h e  Rev.  G e o r g e  K e i t h ,  r e c t o r  o f  Nutmeg 
Q u a r t e r  P a r i s h ,  a b u t t e d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  C & 
0 R a i l r o a d ' s  P i e r  No. 9  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 4 9 ) .  

V e s t r i e s ,  e l e c t e d  w i t h i n  e a c h  p a r i s h ,  u s u a l l y  w e r e  c o m p r i s e d  
o f  t h e  same p r o m i n e n t  p l a n t e r s  who h e l d  l o c a l .  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s .  The 
s t r o n g l y  f o r g e d  l i n k  b e t w e e n  c h u r c h  a n d  s t a t e  m e a n t  t h a t  many 
f u n c t i o n s  now r e l e g a t e d  t o  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t h e n  
w e r e  p e r f o r m e d  by t h e  p a r i s h  v e s t r y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  
o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  w e r e  p r o c e s s i o n e d  a n n u a l l y ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  t h e y  
w e r e  r e - a f f i r m e d  by  v e s t r y m e n  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a d j o i n i n g  
l a n d o w n e r s .  W e l f a r e  o r  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e  widowed ,  
o r p h a n e d ,  i n d i g e n t  a n d  i n f i r m  was p r o v i d e d  b y  means  o f  p a r i s h  
l e v i e s .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
5 l ~ h i s  t h e m e  r e l a t e s  t o  p l a c e s  o f  w o r s h i p ,  r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s .  
R e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e s  c h u r c h e s ,  s y n a g o g u e s ,  m o s q u e s ,  t e m p l e s ,  
c o n v e n t s ,  m o n a s t e r i e s ,  m i s s i o n s ,  s h r i n e s ,  c a t h e d r a l s ,  a n d  
s e m i n a r i e s .  



A l t h o u g h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  A c t  o f  T o l e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p e r m i t t e d  Q u a k e r s  a n d  o t h e r  d i s s e n t i n g  g r o u p s  
c o m p a r a t i v e  f r e e d o m  o f  w o r s h i p ,  i t  d i d  n o t  a b s o l v e  them f r o m  t h e i r  
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  A n g l i c a n  p r i e s t s  a n d  t o  p a y  p a r i s h  t i t h e s .  
By 1 7 2 5  t h e r e  w e r e  two o r  t h r e e  p a r i s h e s  p e r  c o u n t y  t h r o u g h o u t  
e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a .  D u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  A n g l i c a n  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  t y p i c a l l y  i n c l u d e d  b l a c k  s l a v e s ,  some o f  whom w e r e  
p r e s e n t e d  by t h e i r  o w n e r s  f o r  b a p t i s m .  V e s t r y  m i n u t e  b o o k s ,  k e p t  
by t h e  c l e r k  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  v e s t r y ,  p r o v i d e  many i n s i g h t s  i n t o  
v a r i ~ u s  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  a s p e c t s  o f  c o l o n i a l  l i f e .  

S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  D i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  
a n d  t h e  s a l e  o f  i t s  l a n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  
A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  m a r k e d  d e c l i n e  a s  t h e  r a n k s  o f  o t h e r  
P r o t e s t a n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  g r e w .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  many o f  
V i r g i n i a ' s  c o l o n i a l  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  a b a n d o n e d  o r  w e r e  
a l l o w e d  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e .  

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 s ,  when Newpor t  News b e g a n  t o  d e v e l o p ,  
C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n  d o n a t e d  l a n d  upon  w h i c h  t h e  U n i o n  C h a p e l  ( a  
n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  h o u s e  o f  w o r s h i p )  was b u i l t .  I t  s t o o d  o n  22nd 
S t r e e t  n e a r  West  Avenue .  By 1 8 8 1  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  
h a d  b e g u n  m e e t i n g  i n  Newpor t  News. The c o n g r e g a t i o n  ( w h i c h  
e l e c t e d  i t s  f i r s t  v e s t r y  i n  1 8 8 3 )  b y  1 8 8 8  h a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  c h u r c h  
i n  t h e  1 0 0  b l o c k  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t .  T h i s  e a r l y  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g ,  w h i c h  
i n  1 8 9 4  was c o n s e c r a t e d  a s  S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  w a s  u s e d  
a s  a  h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 s ,  when a  new s t o n e  
e d i f i c e  was e r e c t e d  on  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 5 3 , 1 1 6 - 1 1 7 9 ,  

A s  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g r e w  a n d  new n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w e r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  b r o a d  v a r i e t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  
b u i l t  c h u r c h e s .  By 1 8 9 6  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  J e w i s h  w o r s h i p  c e n t e r ,  
t h e  A d a t h  J e s h u r a m  s y n a g o g u e ,  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  
a n d  L a f a y e t t e  Avenue .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  
Newpor t  News' J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  R u s s i a n  i m m i g r a n t s  who had  
come t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r i o r  t o  1 8 9 0 .  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  was b u i l t  b y  1 8 9 6 .  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  s e r v e d  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  n e e d s  o f  A m e r i c a n - b o r n  C a t h o l i c s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who 
had  i m m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  f r o m  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  w e r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
C a t h o l i c ,  s u c h  a s  S p a i n ,  F r a n c e ,  L i t h u a n i a ,  P o l a n d ,  a n d  P o r t u g a l ,  
a n d  H u n g a r y .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
Newpor t  News' c h u r c h e s  w e r e  P r o t e s t a n t  a n d  t h a t  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  
b e l o n g e d  t o  a  b r o a d  v a r i e t y  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  M e t h o d i s t ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  P e n t e c o s t a l  H o l i n e s s ,  L u t h e r a n ,  
M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l ,  B a p t i s t ,  M e t h o d i s t ,  C h r i s t i a n ,  S e v e n t h  Day 
A d v e n t i s t ,  C h r i s t i a n  ( D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t )  d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  o t h e r  l e s s  w e l l  known r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s .  

By 1 8 8 9 ,  a  l a r g e  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  t h e  200  
b l o c k  o f  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  
c h u r c h  s t o o d  upon  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  On t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 0 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  
w a s  a  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h .  An o v e r s i z e d  l o t  on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  
2 9 t h  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  h a d  b e e n  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a 



new B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ;  b y  1 8 9 9  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  l e c t u r e  
room a l r e a d y  was i n  p l a c e .  I n  1 8 9 1  a  l a r g e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  s t o o d  
a t  207  a n d  208 3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  P r o m i n e n t l y  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
3 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  was  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  C a t h o l i c  
C h u r c h .  A n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( t h a t  
d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s  s e c o n d  h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p  i n  Newpor t  News) s t o o d  a t  
1 2 6  3 7 t h  S t r e e t .  By 1896-1897 ,  S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( o n  
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 4 t h  S t r e e t )  a n d  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
a t  2 7 t h  a n d  West  Avenue  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t .  Two new B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s ,  
a t  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  a t  O r c u t t  Avenue n e a r  
2 6 t h  S t r e e t  ( t h e  S e c o n d  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h )  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  
(Anonymous 1 8 9 6 - 1 8 9 7 : 2 0 ) .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  h a d  w h i t e  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  

N e w p o r t  News' b l a c k  c h u r c h e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  
C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  s t o o d  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  
J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  a n d  t h e  W e s l e y  G r o v e  ( o r  C h r i s t i a n )  C h u r c h  w h i c h  
was  l o c a t e d  a t  3 8 4  I v y  Avenue .  The F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  w a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 4  b y  t h e  Rev.  Thomas P o o l .  I t s  h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p  
( a  l a r g e  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e )  o r i g i n a l l y  was l o c a t e d  a t  a  s i t e  w h e r e  
2 8 t h  S t r e e t  c r o s s e s  t h e  C & 0 r a i l r o a d ,  L a t e r ,  when t h e  C & 0 ' s  
t r a c k s  w e r e  l a i d ,  t h e  c h u r c h  was  moved t o  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  
J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  w h e r e  i t  s t o o d  u n t i l ' o c t o b e r  1 9 7 2  (Brown 
1 9 7 9 : 2 1 ) .  By 1896-1897 ,  S t .  P a u l ' s  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  a n d  
t h e  A n t i o c h  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  ( b e t w e e n  2 4 t h  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s )  
a l s o  w e r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  

I n  1 8 9 9  a  new M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  s t o o d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  
s i d e  o f  4 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  L a f a y e t t e  a n d  V i r g i n i a  Avenues  a n d  
t h e  S e c o n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  was l o c a t e d  on  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
o f  R o a n o k e  Avenue  a n d  2 6 t h  S t r e e t .  Be tween  1 8 9 7  a n d  1 8 9 9  two new 
c h u r c h e s  w e r e  b u i l t  by  b l a c k  c o n g r e g a t i o n s :  t h e  Z i o n  A f r i c a n  
M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( w h i c h  s t o o d  n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t )  a n d  t h e  C h e s t n u t  A f r i c a n  
M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  2 5 t h  a n d  
2 6 t h  S t r e e t s  a n d  O r c u t t  a n d  Roanoke  Avenues  ( S a n b o r n  1 8 9 7 - 1 8 9 9 ) .  

I n  1 9 0 3 ,  a  new B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  West  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s ,  by 
w h i c h  t i m e  t h e  T r i n i t y  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  s t o o d  on t h e  
s o u t h  s i d e  o f  2 9 t h  S t r e e t .  The L a f a y e t t e  Avenue B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
a n d  t h e  Newpor t  News C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  a l s o  w e r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  by 
1 9 0 3 .  The  C h r i s t i a n  W o r k e r s  C h u r c h  was l o c a t e d  o n  a  l o t  f a c i n g  
L a f a y e t t e  Avenue b e t w e e n  3 4 t h  a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  and  
1 9 0 3  t h e  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  on 4 5 t h  S t r e e t  was e n l a r g e d  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  a n d  r e n a m e d  t h e  G r a c e  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h .  

A t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  s e v e r a l  new c h u r c h e s  
w e r e  b u i l t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e  a n d  c e r t a i n  
p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t i n g  c h u r c h e s  h a d  e n l a r g e d  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s .  S t .  
P a u l ' s  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  on  22nd S t r e e t  h a d  
u n d e r g o n e  a  m a j o r  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  t h e  M t .  C a l v a r y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  a 
new h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p ,  had  b e e n  b u i l t  on 32nd S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  
J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e s .  A b l a c k  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  



e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  2 9 t h  S t : r e e t  a n d  Oak Avenue .  New 
C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h e s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  
Roanoke  Avenue a n d  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  nea . r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
Roanoke  a n d  2 4 t h .  The E b e n e z e r  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n  was s t i l l  i n  
e x i s t e n c e ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  w h i c h  was t h e  Z i o n  Union  A p o s t o l i c  
C h u r c h .  

By 1 9 0 7  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  o n  
a d j o i n i n g  l o t s  t h a t  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  32nd  S t r e e t  
a n d  a  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  s t o o d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Newpor t  News a n d  D 
S t r e e t .  A n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  W e s l e y  G r o v e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  f a c e d  
n o r t h  u p o n  1 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  M a d i s o n  A.venue. The c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  
t h e  Z i o n  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  a l s o  h a d  b u i l t  a  new 
h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p ,  u t i l i z i n g  a  p r e v i o u s l y  v a c a n t  d o u b l e - w i d e  l o t  o n  
2 4 t h  S t r e e t .  A new E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  was  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  C h e s t n u t  Avenue  a n d  22nd S t r e e t ,  two  b l o c k s  
f r o m  a  n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  S e c o n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h .  On t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  Roanoke  a n d  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  was  t h e  F r i e n d s  
C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  o c c u p i e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  h a d  b e e n  t h e  
S e c o n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h .  

B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 2  t h e  number  o f  e h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  
Newpor t  News g r e w  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  B l a c k  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  w o r s h i p e d  a t  
t h e  S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  ( a t  3 0 t h  a n d  C h e s t n u t ) ;  C h r i s t i a n  
C h u r c h e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Un ion  [ o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  32nd a n d  3 3 r d ] ,  R i s i n g  S t a r ,  a n d  W e s l e y  
Grove  C h u r c h e s ) ;  S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ;  A n t i o c h  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h  ( o n  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a t  M a r s h a l l ) ;  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  G o d - H o l i n e s s  
a n d  S t .  T i m o t h y ' s  C h u r c h - H o l i n e s s  ( i n  t h e  700  b l o c k  of  2 1 s t  
S t r e e t ) ;  a n d  t h r e e  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h e s  ( S t .  J a m e s  [ i n  t h e  1 1 0 0  
b l o c k  o f  3 l s t  S t r e e t ] ,  S t .  P a u l ' s  a n d  t h e  W a l t e r s  T e m p l e ) .  B l a c k  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  A n t i o c h ,  B a p t i s t  Un ion  M i s s i o n ,  
B e u l a h ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  o f  Dawson C i t y  
( o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ) ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h - E a s t  End,  
S a l e m ,  S e c o n d  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  6 th-Mt .  Z i o n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  ( o n  2 4 t h  
S t r e e t ) ,  F o u n t a i n ,  M a c e d o n i a ,  M t .  L e b a n o n ,  M t ,  M o r i a h ,  M t .  O l i v e ,  
T r i n i t y  ( o n  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ) ,  West  End,  a n d  Z i o n .  W h i t e  c h u r c h e s  a n d  
s y n a g o g u e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t s ;  t h e  E a s t  End 
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h ;  G r a c e  a n d  S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h e s ;  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  ( S e c o n d  [ a t  O r c u t t  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ] ,  T a b e r n a c l e ,  
C a l v a r y ,  R i v e r v i e w ,  a n d  Newpor t  N e w s - F i r s t )  ; J e w i s h  ( t h e  A d a t h  
J , e s h u r a m  s y n a g o g u e ) ;  t h e  D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t  ( o n  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  n e a r  
Roanoke  Avenue  a n d  on  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ) ;  t h e  T r i n i t y ,  G r a c e  a n d  
C h e s t n u t  Avenue  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h e s ;  t h e  T r i n i t y  a n d  
T r i n i t y  C h a p e l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h e s ;  F i r s t  a n d  S e c o n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h e s ;  S t ,  V i n c e n t  D e P a u l  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ;  a n d  t h e  
F r i e n d s  P e n t e c o s t a l ,  G o s p e l  C r u s a d e s ,  S a i l o r s  C h u r c h e s  (Anonymous 
1 9 1 2 : Z l ) .  By 1 9 1 3  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  b l a c k  c h u r c h e s  h a d  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  
n a m e s .  The Z i o n  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  h a d  become t h e  W a l t e r s  
Temple  o f  t h e  A.M.E.-Zion C h u r c h ;  t h e  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  was  
r e n a m e d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  God a n d  S a i n t s  o f  C h r i s t ;  a n d  t h e  E b e n e z e r  
B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n  had  become t h e  M a c e d o n i a n  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  

Even b e f o r e  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  J i m  Crosw % e g i s f a t i o n ,  b l a c k s  a n d  



w h i t e s  t y p i c a l l y  w o r s h i p e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  By 1 9 1 2  t h e  number  o f  
b l a c k  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  h a d  grown s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  I t  was a r o u n d  
t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  b l a c k  e v a n g e l i s t s  s u c h  a s  E l d e r  M i c h a u x  and  "Daddy" 
G r a c e  b e g a n  p r e a c h i n g  a n d  a t t r a c t i n g  a  l o y a l  f o l l o w i n g .  E l d e r  
M i c h a u x  e s t a b l i s h e d  S t .  T i m o t h y ' s  M i s s i o n  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  b a p t i s m a l  
s e r v i c e s  i n  Hampton R o a d s ,  n e a r  t h e  B o a t  H a r b o r .  "Daddy" G r a c e  
a n d  h i s  f l o c k  o p e n e d  t h e  House  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  A l l  P e o p l e ,  w h i c h  
s t o o d  on  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a t  1 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  a n d  i n  1 9 2 8  t h e y  b u i l t  a  
t w o - s t o r y  s t o n e  a n d  s t e e l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  
5 , 0 0 0 .  The  Rev.  C .  P .  D i x o n ,  a n o t h e r  b l a c k  e v a n g e l i s t ,  a l s o  h a d  
many l o y a l  f o l l o w e r s .  One o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  m o r e  c o l o r f u l  e v a n g e l i s t s  
was  " B i s h o p "  E .  M .  O g l e t r e e ,  a  s e l f - s t y l e d  d i v i n e  who c l a i m e d  t o  
h a v e  m a g i c a l  p o w e r s  t h a t  e n a b l e d  h i m  t o  t e l l  f o r t u n e s ,  c u r e  t h e  
s i c k  a n d  d r i v e  away e v i l .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  h e  was  a r r e s t e d  a n d  f i n e d ,  
a t  w h i c h  j u n c t u r e  h e  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  Newpor t  News ( K a t z  1969 :256-  
2 5 7 ) .  

When Newpor t  News was mapped i n  1 9 1 9  a  number  o f  c h a n g e s  w e r e  
i n  e v i d e n c e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  c h u r c h e s .  The c o n g r e g a t i o n  
o f  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  h a d  b u i l t  a  much l a r g e r  
h o u s e - o f - w o r s h i p  a n d  r e c t o r y ,  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue 
a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t .  D u r i n g  w a r t i m e  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  o l d  c h u r c h  was 
c o n v e r t e d  t o  u s e  by  t h e  A m e r i c a n  Red C r o s s .  The T a b e r n a c l e  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ' s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  had  r e p l a c e d  t h e i r  o l d  h o u s e - o f -  
w o r s h i p  ( n e a r  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue  a n d  3 3 r d  S t r e e t )  w i t h  
a  new o n e  ( o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ) .  Two b l a c k  c h u r c h e s  
h a d  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  names :  t h e  A n t i o c h  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  h a d  
become  t h e  C a r v e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  a n d  t h e  S e c o n d  B a p t i s t  
C h u r c h  was r e n a m e d  t h e  O r c u t t  Avenue B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .  The S e v e n t h  
Day A d v e n t i s t s  c h a p e l  o n  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  Roanoke  Avenue ;  t h e  
C h e s t n u t  Avenue  M e t h o d i s t - E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  
C h e s t n u t  Avenue  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ;  a n d  a  S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t  
C h u r c h  on  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t .  The p r e v i o u s l y  
d e s c r i b e d  new c h u r c h e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  a n d  c h a n g i n g  n e e d s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  m o r e  new c h u r c h e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a n d  f o r m e r l y  
e x i s t i n g  o n e s  w e r e  e x p a n d e d ,  a s  Newpor t  News' r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o p e  w i t h  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  
On t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s ,  t h e  G r a c e  M e t h o d i s t -  
E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( S o u t h )  was  e r e c t e d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  
H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  5 1 s t  S t r e e t  a n d  a  new w i n g  was  a d d e d  t o  t h e  C a l v a r y  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  m a i n  r a i l r o a d  l i n e ,  t h e  
C a l v a r y  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  was b u i l t  upon  a  f o r m e r l y  v a c a n t  l o t  a t  
t h e  c o r n e r  o f  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  Roanoke  Avenue  a n d  t h e  New G r a f t o n  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  ( w h i c h  c o n g r e g a t i o n  was b l a c k )  was  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  
3 9 0 0  b l o c k  o f  Roanoke  Avenue .  

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a  number  o f  Newpor t  News' 
r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  u n d e r t o o k  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  c h a r i t a b l e  w o r k s  a s  
p a r t  o f  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y .  Members o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  f a i t h  r a n  t h e  
E b e n e z e r  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  S a i l o r s  R e s t ;  t h e y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army, p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e .  I n  1 9 1 4  
L i g h t f o o t  Solomon M i c h a u x ,  p o p u l a r l y  known a s  E l d e r  M i c h a u x ,  



o p e n e d  S t .  T i m o t h y ' s  M i s s i o n .  D u r i n g  World  War I a n d  t h e  G r e a t  
D e p r e s s i o n ,  h e  a n d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  o p e r a t e d  s o u p  k i t c h e n s  f o r  t h e  
d i s a d v a n t a g e d .  A n o t h e r  m u c h - r e v e r e d  e v a n g e l i s t ,  C h a r l e s  Emanuel  
("Daddy")  G r a c e ,  who o p e n e d  t h e  House  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  A l l  P e o p l e ,  
d i d  good w o r k s  i n  t h e  communi ty  ( R o u s e  1 9 6 9 : 5 3 ) ,  

Newpor t  News a l s o  h a d  i t s  s h a r e  o f  c h u r c h - o p e r a t e d  
e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  by 
1 9 0 3  h a d  a  b o y s  academy t h a t  s t o o d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  
V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t .  Be tween  1 9 0 3  a n d  1 9 0 7 ,  t h e  3 3 r d  
S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  was r e m o d e l e d ,  e x p a n d e d  a n d  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  
t h e  Ryan S c h o o l ,  a  s e x u a l l y - s e g r e g a t e d  p a r o c h i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  a l s o  was o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  
By 1 9 2 6  t h e  S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  on 3 0 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  b e e n  
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  s c h o o l  f o r  b l a c k s ,  w h i c h  was o p e r a t e d  by  members  
o f  t h a t  d e n o m i n a t i o n .  

Mos t  o f  t h e  m a j o r  downtown c h u r c h e s  h a v e  managed t o  s u r v i v e  
i n  Newpor t  News d e s p i t e  d e c l i n e s  i n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F i v e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  Newpor t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  They i n c l u d e  S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  
C h u r c h ,  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  a n d  T r i n i t y  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  
S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  a n d  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  downtown Newpor t  News s i n c e  
t h e y  w e r e  b o t h  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 9 9 .  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  i s  t h e  
o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  f i v e  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  e n d u r e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  downtown;  
i t  c l o s e d  i t s  d o o r s  i n  A u g u s t  o f  1 9 8 9  a n d  i s  now c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  
t h e  D e n b i g h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .  The f i v e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  
o u t s t a n d i n g  e x a m p l e s  o f  ecclesiastics% a r c h i t e c t u r e ;  t h e y  a r e  a l l  
a r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d .  

O t h e r  h i s t o r i c  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  downtown i n c l u d e  
C a l v a r y  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a t  4700 H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  t h e  M e n o n i t e  
M i s s i o n  S c h o o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  3 6 0 8  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue .  The  C h u r c h  o f  
t h e  N a z a r e n e  a t  4615  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  h a s  b e e n  r e m o d e l e d  f o r  
U n i t e d  S t e e l w o r k e r s  o f  A m e r i c a  o f f i c e z ; .  The  G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  
a t  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  West  Avenue  a n d  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  i s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
s t u d y  a s  i t  i s  l e s s  t h a n  5 0  y e a r s  o l d ,  S a d l y ,  t h e  1882 U n i o n  
C h a p e l ,  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r m a n e n t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  downtown 
p r o t e s t a n t  r e l i g i o n s ,  no  l o n g e r  e x i s t s .  

HISTORICAL THEME:  EDUCATION^^ 

A l t h o u g h  B e n j a m i n  Syms o f  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  i n  1 6 3 5  b e q u e a t h e d  
l a n d  a n d  c a t t l e  t o w a r d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  f r e e  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  
p o o r  c h i l d r e n  " f r o m  M a r i e ' s  Mount [ D a n i e l  G o o k i n ' s  Newpor t  News 
p l a n t a t i o n ]  t o  t h e  P o q u o s o n , "  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

5 2 ~ h i s  theme  r e l a t e s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
b o t h  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e .  R e s o u r c e  t y p e s  i n c l u d e  o n e  a n d  two room 
s c h o o l s ,  c o n s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l s ,  a c a d e m i e s ,  c o l l e g e s  a n d  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  



V i r g i n i a  d u r i n g  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d .  
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  Warwick C o u n t y  ( a s  
e l s e w h e r e  i n  V i r g i n i a )  w o u l d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  
p r i v a t e l y ,  f r o m  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  t u t o r s  o r  l o c a l  p a r i s h  c l e r g y m a n .  
O r p h a n s  a n d  p o o r  c h i l d r e n  who w e r e  bound o u t  a s  a p p r e n t i c e s  
s o m e t i m e s  w e r e  t a u g h t  how t o  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e .  Though some 
c o l o n i s t s ,  s u c h  a s  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  t r a d e s m e n ,  t o o k  on  a p p r e n t i c e s  
w i t h  whom t h e y  s h a r e d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  t o  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  
f e w .  The  s o n s  o f  some r e l a t i v e l y  w e a l t h y  p l a n t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  
E n g l a n d  t o  b e  e d u c a t e d .  The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  
W i l l i a m  a n d  Mary a t  M i d d l e  p l a n t a t i o n  ( l a t e r  W i l l i a m s b u r g )  i n  1 6 8 3  
c o n s t i t u t e d  V i r g i n i a ' s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  
a n d  t h e  o n l y  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  was  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
c o l o n y ,  

S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e  
D i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s ,  g l e b e  f a r m s  w h i c h  h a d  
p r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t  t o  A n g l i c a n  c l e r g y m e n  w e r e  s o l d  o f f  a n d  t h e  f u n d s  
d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  s a l e  w e r e  u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  e d u c a t i o n  on t h e  
c o u n t y  l e v e l .  F o r m e r  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h e s  s o m e t i m e s  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  
t o  u s e  a s  c o u n t y  s c h o o l s  o r  a c a d e m i e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  I n  1 8 3 2  
Warwick  C o u n t y  p r o v i d e d  $20  t o w a r d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
p o o r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e r e  was a  common s c h o o l  a t  t h e  Warwick 
C o u r t h o u s e  i n  1 8 3 6  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 :  1 5 9 ) .  

A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  s m a l l  l o c a l  s c h o o l s  
w e r e  w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  V i r g i n i a .  T y p i c a l l y ,  c l a s s e s  
w e r e  h e l d  i n  a  one- room s c h o o l h o u s e  t h a t  a l l  g r a d e s  s h a r e d .  
D u r i n g  t h a t  e r a ,  a n d  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  V i r g i n i a ' s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  
w e r e  r a c i a l l y  s e g r e g a t e d .  I n  1 8 8 0  t h e  Old Domin ion  Land Company 
d o n a t e d  two s i t e s  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  One ( w h i c h  was f o r  w h i t e  
c h i l d r e n )  was l o c a t e d  o n  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  
L a f a y e t t e  A v e n u e s ;  t h e  o t h e r ,  w h i c h  was  f o r  b l a c k s ,  was o n  22nd 
S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  Mad i son  A v e n u e s .  Money f o r  s c h o o l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a d v a n c e d  b y  t h e  Old  Domin ion  Land Company, w h i c h  
l a t e r  was r e p a i d .  O u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  t h e r e  was  a  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  a t  Gum G r o v e  o r  M o r r i s o n  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 5 9 ) .  By 1 8 9 1  t h e  
m o d e s t - s i z e d  s c h o o l  h o u s e  o n  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  h a d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  a  
l a r g e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  ( S c h o o l  No. I ) ,  w h i c h  c o v e r e d  two  
a d j a c e n t  l o t s .  C o n c e r n  f o r  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  s h i p y a r d  
w o r k e r s  w e r e  e d u c a t e d  p r o p e r l y  p r o m p t e d  C o l l i s  P .  H u n t i n g t o n  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  a  g r a d e  s c h o o l  a n d  p l a y g r o u n d  on  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  
b e t w e e n  3 5 t h  a n d  3 6 t h  S t r e e t s  i n  1 8 9 1 .  I n  1 8 9 6 ,  when Newpor t  News 
became  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y ,  i t s  f i r s t  s c h o o l  b o a r d  members  a n d  a  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d .  O v e r c r o w d i n g  o f  t h e  
c i t y ' s  two o r i g i n a l  s c h o o l s  l e d  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  t o  r e n t  rooms  i n  
t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank b u i l d i n g  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  o v e r f l o w  o f  w h i t e  
s t u d e n t s .  They a l s o  r e n t e d  a n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  a s  a  b l a c k  s c h o o l  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 5 9 ) .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Newpor t  News c i t y  d i r e c t o r y  f o r  1896-1897 ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  t h e n  f o u r  s c h o o l s  f o r  w h i t e s  a n d  t h r e e  s c h o o l s  f o r  
b l a c k s .  W h i t e  s c h o o l s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  ( a t  J e f f e r s o n  



Avenue a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ) ,  t h e  L a k e v i l l e  S c h o o l  No. 2  ( a t  2 4 t h  
S t r e e t  a n d  Roanoke  A v e n u e ) ,  S c h o o l  No. 1  ( a t  2 8 t h  a n d  L a f a y e t t e ) ,  
a n d  t h e  1 7 t h  S t r e e t  S c h o o l  ( n e a r  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ) .  B l a c k  
s c h o o l s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  A n t i o c h  M i s s i o n  ( w h i c h  name i m p l i e s  i t  
was c h u r c h - s u p p o r t e d ) ,  L a k e v i l l e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  No. 2  (on  Oak 
Avenue n e a r  2 8 t h  S t r e e t ) ,  a n d  t h e  22nd S t r e e t  S c h o o l  ( a t  22nd a n d  
J e f f e r s o n )  (Anonymous 1 8 9 6 - 1 8 9 7 : 1 2 ) .  The 22nd S t r e e t  S c h o o l ,  
w h i c h  was b u i l t  by 1 8 8 9 ,  was l o c a t e d  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 
0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e .  I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two sc :hool  h o u s e s  t h a t  w e r e  b u i l t  
o n  a d j o i n i n g  l o t s  on  22nd S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  
A v e n u e s .  T h e s e  s c h o o l  h o u s e s  s t o o d  on  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
d o n a t e d  by  t h e  O l d  Domin ion  Land Company i n  1 8 8 0  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 : 1 5 9 ) .  

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c i t y l ' s  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  
showed i m p r o v e m e n t ,  i n  1 8 9 9  H u n t i n g t o n ' s  p r i v a t e l y  s u p p o r t e d  g r a d e  
s c h o o l  was c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  k i n d e r g a r t e n  f o r  s h i p y a r d  e m p l o y e e s '  
c h i l d r e n .  The k i n d e r g a r t e n  r e m a i n e d  o p e n  u n t i l  1926  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 :  1 5 9 - 1 6 0 ) .  P r i o r  t o  1 8 9 9  t h e  Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l  was  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  b l o c k  e n c l o s e d  by  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s  a n d  L a f a y e t t e  
a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e s .  A h i g h  s c h o o l  o f  i d e n t i c a l  name,  w h i c h  
h a d  a  l a r g e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d ,  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  1 9 2 6 ,  e n c o m p a s s i n g  
t h e  b l o c k s  b e t w e e n  3 0 t h  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s  a n d  V i r g i n i a  a n d  
H u n t i n g t o n  ( L a f  a y e t  t e )  A v e n u e s .  

S e v e r a l  new s c h o o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Newpor t  News a t  
t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  O n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C 6 
0 ' s  t r a c k s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  was  
u n d e r w a y  b y  1 9 0 3 ,  a t  a  s i t e  c l o s e  t o  V i r g i n i a  Avenue .  The 4 6 t h  
S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  ( l a t e r  e n l a r g e d  a n d  r e n a m e d  t h e  S t o n e w a l l  
J a c k s o n  S c h o o l )  a l s o  was  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  b u i l t .  The S t .  
V i n c e n t ' s  Boys Academy ( a  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l )  t h e n  s t o o d  on  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  V i r g i n i a  Avenue  a n d  3 5 t h  S t r e e t .  By 1 9 0 7  t h e  
3 3 r d  S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  h a d  b e e n  reamodeled ,  e x p a n d e d  a n d  
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  Ryan S c h o o l ,  a  p a r o c h i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s .  The C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  ( w h i c h  
a c c o m m o d a t e d  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  p u p i l s )  was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 9 .  
I n  1 9 1 0  i t  was  r enamed  t h e  J o h n  W .  D a n i e l  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  i n  
c o m m e r a t i o n  o f  a  C o n f e d e r a t e  h e r o  a n d  U. S. S e n a t o r .  The  s c h o o l  
was  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  b l o c k  e n c l o s e d  b y  H u n t i n g t o n  a n d  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenues  a n d  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s  (Brown 1 9 7 9 : 4 8 ) .  

I n  1 8 9 9  t h e  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  ( l a t e r  known a s  t h e  
J o h n  M a r s h a l l  Scho0.1)  o c c u p i e d  s e v e r a l  l o t s  i n  t h e  b l o c k  f o r m e d  b y  
M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s  a n d  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e .  By 1 9 0 3  a  new p u b l i c  s c h o o l ,  
t h e  B a n k h e a d  M a g r u d e r  G r a d e  S c h o o l ,  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e  o f  22nd S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Roanoke  A v e n u e s .  
B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3  t h e  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  S c h o o l  was  b u i l t  on  
3 0 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  w a s  r e n a m e d  t h e  
G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  S c h o o l ,  

The  Newpor t  News C i t y  D i r e c t o r y  f o r  1 9 1 2  r e v e a l s  t h a t  w i t h i n  
t h e  c i t y ' s  l i m i t s  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x  s c h o o l s  f o r  w h i t e  y o u n g s t e r s  a n d  



t h r e e  s c h o o l s  f o r  b l a c k s .  T h o s e  f o r  w h i t e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Bankhead  
M a g r u d e r  S c h o o l ,  t h e  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  S c h o o l ,  t h e  J o h n  W .  D a n i e l  
S c h o o l ,  t h e  S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n  S c h o o l ,  t h e  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  S c h o o l ,  
a n d  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  E d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  b l a c k s  i n c l u d e d  
t h e  A c r e  S c h o o l  ( a t  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  R i v e r  R o a d ) ,  t h e  B o o k e r  T .  
W a s h i n g t o n  S c h o o l ,  and  t h e  J o h n  M a r s h a l l  S c h o o l .  I n  Warwick 
C o u n t y  was t h e  G e o r g e  Wythe S c h o o l  ( a t  C o t t o n w o o d  and  2 5 t h  
S t r e e t s ) ,  w h i c h  was f o r  w h i t e s ,  a n d  a  s c h o o l  f o r  b l a c k s ,  w h i c h  was 
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k  a n d  I v y  Avenue (Anonymous 
1912:ZO-21) .  

By 1 9 1 9  t h e  J o s e p h  M .  P a r m e r  S c h o o l ,  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  
1 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C & 0  t r a c k s ,  h a d  o p e n e d  i t s  
d o o r s ,  The  W a l t e r  Reed High  S c h o o l  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  upon 
a  s e r i e s  o f  v a c a n t  l o t s  t h a t  f r o n t e d  upon  Wickham Avenue a t  2 4 t h  
a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s ;  l a t e r  i t  became  t h e  Wickham Avenue  N e i g h b o r h o o d  
F a c i l i t y .  A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Oak (Norwood)  Avenue a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  
w a s  t h e  Newpor t  News T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  f o r  N e g r o e s .  C l o s e  a t  h a n d  
was  t h e  B o o k e r  N u r s i n g  S c h o o l ,  w h i c h  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  o n  
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  C h e s t n u t  a n d  Oak A v e n u e s ,  
The V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  S c h o o l  f o r  C o l o r e d  Deaf  a n d  B l i n d  C h i l d r e n ,  
w h i c h  campus  was on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  
S h e l l  Avenue ,  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  b y  1919  a n d  i s  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  
a s  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  S c h o o l  f o r  t h e  Deaf  a n d  B l i n d .  I n  1 9 1 9  i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  a  d i n i n g  h a l l ,  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  
b u i l d i n g ,  a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  home,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o u t b u i l d i n g s ;  a n d  
t h e  E l i z a b e t h  H o u s t o n  H o s p i t a l  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 1 9 ) .  

P r i o r  t o  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  H u n t i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  i t s  a t h l e t i c  
f i e l d  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  a  s i t e  b e l o w  1 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  
M a d i s o n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  J o s e p h  M. P a r m e r  
S c h o o l ,  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  1 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  h a d  b e e n  e n l a r g e d  a n d  
r e n a m e d  t h e  1 8 t h  S t r e e t  S c h o o l .  On 3 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  o l d  S e v e n t h  
Day A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  c h u r c h - r u n  s c h o o l .  
To i t s  n o r t h  was t h e  B r o o k v i l l e  S c h o o l ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on 
t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  4 1 s t  S t r e e t  a n d  O r c u t t  Avenue .  A l l  o f  
t h e s e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  f o r  b l a c k s ,  

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  
p r i v a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Newpor t  News and  
Warwick  C o u n t y .  C o l .  Ham h e l d  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  M o r r i s o n  a r e a  a n d  
M r s .  W .  W .  Harwood o p e r a t e d  t h e  Newpor t  News F e m a l e  S e m i n a r y ,  a 
g i r l s  b o a r d i n g  a n d  d a y  s c h o o l  t h a t  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  200 b l o c k  o f  
2 9 t h  S t r e e t ;  i t  s u r v i v e d  u n t i l  1 9 0 2 .  By 1897  C o l .  E .  W. Huffman 
w a s  o p e r a t i n g  a  s c h o o l  f o r  b o y s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Newpor t  News M i l i t a r y  
Academy, u t i l i z i n g  t h e  o l d  L a f a y e t t e  House  on H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  
a n d  2 7 t h  S t r e e t ;  l a t e r  t h e  s c h o o l  r e l o c a t e d  t o  a  s i t e  o v e r l o o k i n g  
Hampton R o a d s .  The Newpor t  News Academy, r u n  by  Richmond C o l l e g e  
a n d  p a r t i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  by  G e o r g e  Ben W e s t ,  o f f e r e d  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  
o l d  b o w l i n g  a l l e y  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  C a s i n o  g r o u n d s .  I t s  c l a s s e s  
w e r e  p h a s e d  o u t  when t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i m p r o v e d  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 :  1 6 0 - 1 6 1 ) .  

The  Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry  Dock Company 's  



A p p r e n t i c e  S c h o o l ,  a  t r a d e  s c h o o l  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  
a  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  h a s  b e e n  I n  o p e r a t i o n  s i n c e  1 9 1 1 .  I t  
was  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  a p p r e n t i c e  s y s t e m  a t  t h e  s h i p y a r d  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 6 3 ) ,  

S c h o o l  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  V i r g i n i a  
d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  l e d  t o  t h e  
r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  one- room s c h o o l s  a n d  o t h e r  s m a l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  c o m p l e x e s  t h a t  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  
t o  s e r v e  a s  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  b l a c k s .  I n  
t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  when t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Supreme  C o u r t  o r d e r e d  s c h o o l  
d e s e g r e g a t i o n ,  V i r g i n i a ' s  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  
s t i l l  f u r t h e r .  

D u r i n g  World  War I f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n a u g u r a t e d  a  
n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m .  I n  Newpor t  News, s h o p s  i n  t h e  
u n o c c u p i e d  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  S c h o o l  o n  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  i n  t h e  
Newpor t  News H i g h  S c h o o l  w e r e  o u t f i t t e d  f o r . u s e .  T h e r e ,  p r e -  
e m p l o y m e n t  t r a i n i n g  c l a s s e s  w e r e  o f f e r e d  i n  s h e e t  m e t a l  w o r k ,  
d r a f t i n g ,  e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k  a n d  o t h e r  f f e l d s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  
i n d u s t r i e s .  Advanced  i n s t r u c t i o n  was o f f e r e d  t o  p e r s o n s  who 
a l r e a d y  w e r e  e m p l o y e d .  B e t w e e n  1 9 4 0  a n d  1 9 4 5  a n  e s t i m a t e d  9 , 3 5 0  
men a n d  women r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  c a .  3 1  t r a d e s  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  
s u b j e c t s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Newpor t  News d e f e n s e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  
( J e s t e r  e t  a 1  1 9 4 8 : 1 0 6 ) .  

I n  1 9 6 1  t h e  C h r i s t o p h e r  N e w p s r t  C o l l e g e ,  a t w o - y e a r  b r a n c h  o f  
t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  W i l l i a m  a n d  Mary ,  o p e n e d  i t s  d o o r s  t o  s t u d e n t s .  
I t s  f i r s t  home was t h e  J o h n  W .  D a n i e l  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  on  32nd 
S t r e e t .  I n  1977  C h r i s t o p h e r  Newpor t  moved t o  i t s  own campus  a n d  
a t t a i n e d  f u l l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a s  a  f o u r  y e a r  c o l l e g e  ( R o u s e  
1 9 8 6 : 1 0 2 ;  J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 6 3 ) .  

E d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  s t i l l  e x i s t  i n  downtown Newpor t  News 
t h o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  s l o w l y  b e i n g  a b a n d o n e d  a s  s c h o o l s .  
T h r e e  b u i l d i n g s  may b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  Newpor t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  The l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  i m p o s i n g  b u i l d i n g  
r e m a i n i n g  i s  t h e  o l d  N e w p s r t  News High  S c h o o l , ' l o c a t e d  a t  3 0 0 0  
H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue .  The b u i l d i n g  was d e s i g n e d  b y  a r c h i t e c t  
C h a r l e s  M .  R o b i n s o n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 2 2 .  The s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y  
o c c u p i e s  two e n t i r e  C i t y  b l o c k s .  I n  1 9 8 2  t h e  Newpor t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  Company p u r c h a s e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  
c o n v e r t e d  i t  t o  a Navy h o u s i n g  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  c e n t e r .  

A n o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  l a n d m a r k  downtown i s  P e n i n s u l a  
C a t h o l i c  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  f o r m e r l y  S t .  V i n c e n t ' s  S c h o o l  f o r  G i r l s .  
The  s c h o o l  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s :  t h e  c o n v e n t ,  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  g i r l s '  s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e  new s c h o o l  f o r  b o t h  b o y s  a n d  
g i r l s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 3 1 .  The  s c h o o l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  on  a 
c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p l a n  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  new b u i l d i n g  i n  a  m o r e  
s u b u r b a n  l o c a t i o n .  They h o p e  t o  l e a v e  downtown Newgor t  News b y  
1 9 9 5 .  



The t h i r d  e d u c a t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  downtown i s  t h e  Newpor t  News 
F e m a l e  S e m i n a r y ,  l o c a t e d  a t  2 2 3  2 9 t h  S t r e e t .  T h i s  Romanesque  
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  was u s e d  t o  h o u s e  o n e  o f  Newpor t  News' f i r s t  
p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  f r o m  1 8 9 4  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 9 0 0 .  I t  c u r r e n t l y  
o p e r a t e s  a s  a  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  home f o r  women. 
The  Newpor t  News S e m i n a r y  b u i l d i n g  i s  o n e  o f  f o u r  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  
d w e l l i n g s  i n  t h e  downtown.  

HISTORICAL THEME: S O C I A L / C U L T U R A L ~ ~  

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e r e  
was  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p u r e l y  c u l t u r a l  a n d  
a e s t h e t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  r i g o r s  o f  f r o n t i e r  l i f e .  By t h e  
f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  when 
s e t t l e m e n t  became  more  f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  t h e  c o l o n y ,  more  
p o p u l o u s ,  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s ,  c o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e s  a n d  p l a n t a t i o n  homes 
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h i s  
p a t t e r n  was t o  p r e v a i l  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. I n  g e n e r a l ,  a n  
e l a b o r a t e  n e t w o r k  o f  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  
e x i s t e d  among members  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  n a r r a t i v e  a c c o u n t s ,  V i r g i n i a n s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  
c l a s s  i n t e r a c t e d  s o c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r  a n d  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l i e s .  
W i t h i n  t h e  w e a l t h i e r  e l e m e n t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  w h e r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  
o f t e n  r e l a t e d  by  b i r t h  o r  m a r r i a g e ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  f o r g e d  t h a t  
s e r v e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  t i e s .  O f t e n ,  
t h e  same men who f u n c t i o n e d  a s  b u r g e s s e s  o r  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  s u c h  
a s  j u s t i c e s ,  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  o r  s h e r i f f s ,  a l s o  s e r v e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  
p a r i s h  v e s t r y m e n ,  t h u s  r e e n f o r c i n g  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  c h u r c h  a n d  
s t a t e ,  A s  members  o f  a n  e l i t e  c l a s s ,  t h e y  a l s o  m i n g l e d  t o g e t h e r  
s o c i a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  o f  p l a n t a t i o n  s o c i e t y .  W e l l -  
t o - d o  f a m i l i e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p u r e l y  a r t i s t i c  p u r s u i t s  s u c h  a s  
m u s i c  a n d  d a n c e ,  p a i n t i n g  a n d  s c u l p t u r e ,  a s  t h e y  h a d  b o t h  t h e  
l e i s u r e  t i m e  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t h a t  e n a b l e d  them t o  i n d u l g e  
t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s .  T u t o r s ,  t r a v e l i n g  p a i n t e r s  a n d  s k e t c h  
a r t i s t s ,  m u s i c i a n s  a n d  d a n c e m a s t e r s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  V i r g i n i a  homes 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  f a d s  a n d  f a s h i o n s  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  
C o n t i n e n t .  

B e c a u s e  a n  a m p l e  amoun t  o f  d i s p o s a b l e  i n c o m e  was  a v a i l a b l e  
w i t h i n  t h e  u p p e r  r a n k s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  a e s t h e t i c  v a l u e s  a l s o  f o u n d  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t .  E l a b o r a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
c o m p l e x  l a n d s c a p e  d e s i g n  a n d  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  a r t s  w e r e  m e d i a  
- - - - ~ U _ - ~ - - - - - -  I _ -  I _ - - - - -  --- 

5 3 ~ e s o u r c e  t y p e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  t h e m e  i n c l u d e  f r a t e r n a l  a n d  
s o c i a l  m e e t i n g  h a l l s ,  communi ty  c e n t e r s ,  t h e a t r e s  a n d  c o n c e r t  
h a l l s ,  p l a c e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w r i t e r s ,  a r t i s t s  a n d  p e r f o r m e r s ,  
r e s o r t s ,  amusemen t  p a r k s ,  z o o s ,  s p o r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  
b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s i t e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  l e i s u r e  
a c t i v i t y  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  monument s ,  p a r k s ,  g a r d e n s ,  
a n d  l a n d s c a p e d  c e m e t e r i e s  a l s o  a r e  i n c l u d e d ,  a s  a r e  town a n d  
v i l l a g e  p l a n s ,  u r b a n  d e s i g n ,  p l a n n e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  company 
t o w n s ,  



t h r o u g h  w h i c h  g e n t e e l  f a m i l i e s  c o u l d  d i s p l a y  t h e i r  w e a l t h  a n d  
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h o u g h  p l a n t a t i o n  s o c i e t y  
d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  many o f  t h e  o l d  p a t t e r n s  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  
p e r s i s t e d .  

The  c i t i z e n s  o f  Newpor t  News, f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h e  town f i r s t  
was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  c o n g r e g a t e d  f o r  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  s o c i a l / c u l t u r a l  
e x c h a n g e .  Where a n d  how t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s p e n t  t h e i r  t i m e  
d e p e n d e d  upon  many f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  a n d  
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d i s p o s a b l e  income: ,  e t h n i c  o r i g i n  a n d  t h e  
d e s i r e  t o  e x p r e s s  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  a e s t h e t i c  v a l u e s .  Newpor t  
News' r e s i d e n t s  c o u l d  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  s o c i a l  
a n d  c u l t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  s a l o o n s  a n d  b o r d e l l o s  t o  
t h e  c i t y ' s  t h e a t e r s  a n d  o p e r a  h o u s e .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  
and  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  s o c i a l  c l u b s  a n d  communi ty  a n d  
f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o  w e r e  p o p u l a r .  A r t i s t i c  i d e a l s  t o o k  
s h a p e  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  p a r k s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  museums,  
a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  monument s ,  a n d  f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  c e m e t e r i e s  
a n d  communi ty  p l a n n i n g .  

When Newpor t  News was c r o w d e d  w i t h  r a i l r o a d  a n d  d o c k  w o r k e r s ,  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  s a l o o n s  w e r e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  g a t h e r i n g  
p l a c e s .  I n  1 8 8 5  t h e r e  w e r e  two s a l o o n s  on B S t r e e t  ( c o n v e n i e n t  t o  
t h e  p i e r s  a n d  r a i l r o a d  y a r d )  a n d  a  s a l o o n  a n d  b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r  on  
2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
1 8 8 0 s ,  Newpor t  News' s a l o o n s  p r o l i f e r a t e d .  A d w e l l i n g  on  B S t r e e t  
was c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  s a l o o n ,  two new s a l o o n s  w e r e  b u i l t  on 2 3 r d  
S t r e e t  ( t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  L a f a y e t t e  [ H u n t i n g t o n ]  A v e n u e ) ,  a n d  a  t h i r d  
s a l o o n  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  2 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k e  R o u s e ,  
m o s t  o f  Newpor t  News' l i c e n s e d  b o r d e l l o s  w e r e  on  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  
b e t w e e n  t h e  downtown a n d  Warwick Avenue ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y ' s  s a l o o n s  
w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e s ,  b e t w e e n  
2 3 r d  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s  ( R o u s e  1 9 8 6 : 1 2 2 : ) .  

S a l o o n s  w e r e  e v e n  more  n u m e r o u s  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 
0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e .  One was l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  r o w s  o f  t e n e m e n t s  t h a t  
f l a n k e d  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  Warwick A v e n u e ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  2 3 r d  a n d  
2 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  a n d  e l e v e n  o t h e r s  p l u s  ,a b e e r  g a r d e n ,  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  
a l o n g  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue ,  n e a r  t h e  t ene imen t s  o n  2 1 s t  a n d  22nd 
S t r e e t s .  By t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 s ,  t h r e e  new s a l o o n s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on 
Warwick Avenue  a n d  o n  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  t h e y  w e r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  
d w e l l i n g s ,  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  T h o s e  who 
l i v e d  on s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  I v y  Avenue  a l s o  w e r e  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  s a l o o n s .  

By 1 8 9 7  a  s a l o o n  o n  A S t r e e t  f a c e d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  a n d  
on  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  was  a  
l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  s h a r e d  by  a n  u n l i k e l y  t h r e e s o m e :  a  s a l o o n ,  a  l i q u o r  
s t o r e  a n d  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army. To t h e  e a s t ,  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  was  a  row o f  s e v e n  s a l o o n s .  S a m u e l  B u x t o n ,  S r , ,  
who v i s i t e d  Newpor t  News i n  1 8 9 6 ,  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  "50  o r  
more  s a l o o n s  on W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue . "  He a l s o  s a i d  
t h a t  he  a v o i d e d  H e l l ' s  H a l f - A c r e ,  j u s t  b e l o w  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  
b e c a u s e  " i t  was  c o r r e c t l y  named" ( R o u s e  1 9 9 0 ) .  



I n  1 9 1 6  s a l o o n s  w e r e  a b o l i s h e d  b y  V i r g i n i a  l a w  a n d  f o u r  y e a r s  
l a t e r  came t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Amendment t o  t h e  U .  S .  
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  h a d  
h o u s e d  s a l o o n s  w e r e  a b a n d o n e d  o r  c o n v e r t e d  t o  o t h e r  u s e s .  A d a n c e  
h a l l  was  b u i l t  o n  2 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  b e t w e e n  Warwick a n d  J e f f e r s o n  
A v e n u e s ,  a n d  many o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  h a d  p o o l  r o o m s .  

B e s i d e s  i t s  s a l o o n s  a n d  bawdy h o u s e s ,  e a r l y  Newpor t  News 
o f f e r e d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  By 1 8 9 7 ,  t h e  B a r o n ' s  
T h e a t e r  a n d  B e e r  G a r d e n  a n d  t h e  L i v e r p o o l  V a r i e t y  T h e a t e r  a n d  
S a l o o n  s t o o d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  The J o h n s o n  O p e r a  House  was  n e a r b y ,  on  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue .  Samue l  B u x t o n ,  S r . ,  w r o t e  t h a t  i n  1 8 9 6  Newpor t  
News h a d  v a u d e v i l l e ,  b u r l e s q u e  a n d  m i n s t r e l s  w h i c h  "were  a t  t h e i r  
b e s t  o r  t h e i r  w o r s t .  . . . T h e r e  was l i t t l e  l e f t  t o  t h e  
i m a g i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  a c t s  p r e s e n t e d "  ( R o u s e  1 9 9 0 ) .  W i t h i n  two 
y e a r s ,  Newpor t  News h a d  i t s  own o p e r a  h o u s e ,  t h e  Academy o f  M u s i c ,  
w h i c h  s t o o d  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  S t .  
V i n c e n t ' s  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  Among t h e  many m a j o r  p e r f o r m e r s  who 
a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  Academy w e r e  O t i s  S k i n n e r ,  A 1  J o l s o n ,  W .  C .  
F i e l d s ,  DeWolf H o p p e r ,  a n d  Maude Adams, a s  w e l l  a s  f a m o u s  
m u s i c i a n s ,  m a g i c i a n s  a n d  l e c t u r e r s .  S h a k e s p e a r e a n  p e r f o r m a n c e s  
a n d  Broadway  s h o w s  a l s o  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Academy o f  M u s i c .  
The  E n g l i s h  G r a n d  O p e r a  Company a n d  t h e a t r i c a l  s t o c k  c o m p a n i e s  p u t  
o n  s e v e r a l  p r o d u c t i o n s  t h e r e  ( R o u s e  1 9 9 0 ) .  

By 1 9 1 9  t h e  b l o c k s  a l o n g  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  3 0 t h  a n d  
3 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  h a d  become Newpor t  News' e n t e r t a i n m e n t  d i s t r i c t .  
T h e  I m p e r i a l ,  P a l a c e  a n d  O l y m p i c  T h e a t e r s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on 
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd S t r e e t s .  I n  t h e  n e x t  
b l o c k  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a  f o r m e r  a u t o m o b i l e  g a r a g e  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  
i n t o  a  v a u d e v i l l e  t h e a t e r .  I n  1 9 1 9  a  m o v i e  t h e a t e r  was  b e i n g  
b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  Academy o f  M u s i c .  

A r t s  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  c e n t e r s  a l s o  w e r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  o n  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  m a i n  l i n e ,  i n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  w e r e  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  b l a c k .  I n  1 8 9 3  t h e  Warwick  T h e a t e r  ( a  m o v i e  h o u s e )  
s t o o d  o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  22nd S t r e e t  a n d  Warwick A v e n u e ,  
o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  I n  1897  t h e  
S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 's  a g e n t s  made n o t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
Warwick  T h e a t e r  had  b o t h  s t a g e  a n d  s c r e e n  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  t h a t  
s m o k i n g  a n d  b e e r - d r i n k i n g  w e r e  p e r m i t t e d  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s .  By 1 9 1 9  
m o v i e  t h e a t e r s  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  on  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  
Avenue  a n d  22nd S t r e e t  a n d  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  Warwick  a n d  
2 5 t h .  

A n o t h e r  o f  e a r l y  Newpor t  News' c u l t u r a l  a m e n i t i e s  was a  l o c a l  
n e w s p a p e r .  On A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 8 8 3  Cash  Thomas commenced p u b l i s h i n g  The 
Wedge, w h i c h  h e  p r i n t e d  a t  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick .  P r i o r  t o  1 8 9 7  -- - 
E l i z a b e t h  a n d  S a l l y  C l a r k e  b e g a n  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  ------- D a i l y  T i c k e t .  
None o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  p a p e r s  s u r v i v e d  f o r  v e r y  l o n g .  C h a r l e s  E .  
T h a c k e r ,  a  P e t e r s b u r g  man w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  



b u s i n e s s ,  s t a r t e d  t h e  --- D a i l x  ---- P r e s s  w i t h  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g  o f  
s t o c k h o l d e r s .  L a t e r ,  t h e  same p u b l i s h e r s  p r o d u c e d  a n  a f t e r n o o n  
p a p e r  c a l l e d  t h e  E v e n i n g  T e l e g r a m .  In! 1 8 9 7  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  ---------- -- 
D a i l x  P r e s s  a n d  T e l e g r a m  s t o o d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  --- -------------- 
L a f a y e t t e  a n d  2 3 r d .  R i v a l  p a p e r s  c a l l e d  t h e  ----- H e r a l d  a n d  t h e  T imes  --- 
a l s o  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d . .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  --- D a i l x  
P r e s s ,  I n c .  a c q u i r e d  i t s  r i v a l  p u b l i c a ~ t i o n s  a n d  b e g a n  p r o d u c i n g  ---------- 
t h e  -------- T i m e s - H e r a l d  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 2 7 , 1 3 0 ) .  

B e s i d e s  c o n g r e g a t i n g  t o  d r i n k ,  s h ~ o o t  p o o l ,  c a r o u s e  o r  t o  
i n d u l g e  i n  more  c u l t u r a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t : e d  p u r s u i t s ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
Newpor t  News s o u g h t  f e l l o w s h i p  t h r o u g h  m e m b e r s h i p s  i n  s o c i a l  a n d  
f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The  common b o n d  among t h e  members  o f  
c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  was e t h n i c i t y  o r  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  w h e r e a s  o t h e r s '  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  p e r t a i n e d  t o  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  t r a d e s  o r  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e .  The Newpor t  News c i t y  d i r e c t o r y  f o r  1 9 1 2  l i s t e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a d  mee t : ing  u n i t s  i n  Newpor t  News: 
t h e  M a s o n s ,  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r d e r  o f  Odd F e l l o w s ,  t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  
P y t h i a s ,  t h e  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  t h e  P a t e r n a l  O r d e r  o f  E l k s ,  t h e  R o y a l  
Arcanum,  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r d e r  o f  R e  M . ,  t h e  I m p r o v e d  O r d e r  o f  
H e p t a s o p h s ,  t h e  A n c i e n t  O r d e r  o f  U n i t e d  Workmen, t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  
t h e  M a c c a b e e s ,  t h e  J r .  0. U .  A.  M . ,  t h e  L a d i e s  o f  t h e  M a c c a b e e s ,  
t h e  Woodmen o f  t h e  W o r l d ,  t h e  F r a t e r n a l  O r d e r  o f  E a g l e s ,  t h e  
Modern Woodmen o f  A m e r i c a ,  t h e  Hebrew Aid  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  O r d e r  B r i t h  
Abraham,  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  O r d e r  B r i t h  Abraham,  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  
O r d e r  o f  t h e  S o n s  o f  Abraham,  t h e  Young Men ' s  Hebrew A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
t h e  Grand  U n i t e d  O r d e r  o f  t h e  S o n s  and  D a u g h t e r s  o f  P e a c e ,  t h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o n f e d e r a t e  V e t e r a n s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  D a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a c y ,  t h e  Young Men 's  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  (Y.M.C.A.), a n d  
t h e  A n c i e n t  O r d e r  o f  H i b e r n i a n s .  T h e r e  a l s o  w e r e  t r a d e  u n i o n s  a n d  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  p i l o t s ,  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  o t h e r  w o r k - r e l a t e d  
g r o u p s  (Anonymous 1 9 1 2 : 2 1 ) .  

A t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army 
s t i l l  o c c u p i e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  
o f  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  2 4 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  a  Y . M . C . A .  was  l o c a t e d  o n  
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  32nd S t r e e t .  D u r i n g  World  War I t h e  Y . M . C . A .  
moved t o  a  b u i l d i n g  on H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue ,  b e t w e e n  3 1 s t  a n d  32nd 
S t r e e t s ;  b y  1 9 2 6  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  Odd 
F e l l o w s  H a l l .  I n  1 9 1 9  t h e  M a s o n i c  B u i l d i n g  was l o c a t e d  on  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  t h e  Boy 
S c o u t s  o f  A m e r i c a  h a d  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  a  s i t e  o n  2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  
b e t w e e n  West  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  A v e n u e s .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  L y n d h u r s t  
H o t e l  h a d  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  Moose H a l l .  D u r i n g  w a r t i m e ,  t h e  
Army/Navy O f f i c e r s  C l u b  s t o o d  on t h e  'banks o f  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  
n e a r  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  a n d  a  S a l v a t i o n  Arm:y  C l u b  was  l o c a t e d  on 3 6 t h  
S t r e e t ,  j u s t  w e s t  o f  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue .  B o t h  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  
v a c a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  

D u r i n g  World  War I1 many o f  Newpor t  News' s o c i a l  a n d  
f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o o k  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t .  
The  c i t y ' s  Woman's C l u b  s p o n s o r e d  l o c a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
r e l i n q u i s h e d  t h e i r  c l u b  h o u s e  t o  t h e  Hampton R o a d s  P o r t  o f  
E m b a r k a t i o n  f o r  u s e  a s  a n  O f f i c e r s  C l u b ,  Members o f  D e l t a  Kappa 



Gamma ( a  women's  e d u c a t i o n a l  f r a t e r n i t y )  a c t e d  a s  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  a n d  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  r a t i o n i n g  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
p r o g r a m s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  c i t y ' s  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  
a n d  p a c k e d  c l o t h i n g  f o r  f o r e i g n  r e l i e f ,  s o l d  w a r  b o n d s ,  a n d  
p r o v i d e d  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  The l o c a l  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  Women t a u g h t  f i r s t  a i d  c l a s s e s ,  
s e r v e d  a s  n u r s e s  a i d s ,  a n d  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  s h i p y a r d .  Members o f  t h e  
H i r a m  A b i f f  Lodge  No. 90 A.F. a n d  M .  ( b l a c k  M a s o n s )  s e r v e d  a s  a i r  
r a i d  w a r d e n s  a n d  w e r e  members  o f  S e l e c t i v e  S e r v i c e  b o a r d s .  F i v e  
J e w i s h  women 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  u n i t e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  Red C r o s s  a n d  
t h e  T r a v e l e r s  A id  a n d  s p o n s o r e d  n u m e r o u s  communi ty  a c t i v i t i e s .  
O t h e r  g r o u p s  t h a t  p e r f o r m e d  i m p o r t a n t  c h a r i t a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  
t h e  w a r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b ,  t h e  J r .  Woman's C l u b ,  t h e  
Chamber o f  Commerce a n d  t h e  C o a s t  Guard  A u x i l i a r y  ( J e s t e r  e t  a 1  
1 9 4 8 :  1 2 1 - 1 2 5 ) .  

R e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  s p o r t s  f a c i l i t i e s  became  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
c i t i z e n s  o f  Newpor t  News d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 s ,  when t h e  C a s i n o  
o r  Warwick  P a r k  was  l a i d  o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick ,  
o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r .  I t s  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  a  b o w l i n g  
a l l e y ,  b a l l r o o m ,  b a t h  h o u s e s ,  a  b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r ,  a  c a f e  a n d  
m e e t i n g  r o o m s .  B e t w e e n  1 8 9 9  a n d  1 9 0 3  t h e  Warwick C a s i n o  was 
r e n o v a t e d  t o  accommoda te  a  v a u d e v i l l e  t h e a t e r .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
o f  t h e  c i t y ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  Hampton R o a d s ,  was  a  b a t h  h o u s e  t h a t  was  
l o c a t e d  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  E l i z a b e t h  B u x t o n  H o s p i t a l .  
B e t w e e n  1 9 0 7  a n d  1 9 1 3 ,  t h e  H o r w i t z  B a l l  P a r k  ( a  b a s e b a l l  d i a m o n d )  
w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  on  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  O r c u t t  a n d  Wickham A v e n u e s .  
It t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  Newpor t  
News. 

B e t w e e n  1 9 0 3  a n d  1 9 0 7 ,  two s m a l l  b u i l d i n g s  on  W a s h i n g t o n  
A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  2 8 t h  a n d  2 9 t h  S t r e e t s ,  w e r e  r a z e d  t o  make way f o r  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  S q u a r e ,  Newpor t  News' f i r s t  p a r k .  
A g r e e n  s p a c e  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s e d  h a l f  a  c i t y  b l o c k  a n d  f r o n t e d  on 
W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e ,  t h e  p a r k  c o n t a i n e d  a  f o u n t a i n .  H u n t i n g t o n  
P a r k ,  o n  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r ,  a n d  L i n c o l n  P a r k ,  on  Hampton R o a d s ,  w e r e  
s e t  a s i d e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  when p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  r a c i a l l y  
s e g r e g a t e d .  The  P e t e r s o n  Y a c h t  B a s i n  a n d  t h e  S m a l l  B o a t  H a r b o r  
a l s o  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  accommoda te  p l e a s u r e  b o a t s  ( J e s t e r  
1 9 6 1 :  1 6 5 - 1 6 6 ) .  

The  M a r i n e r s  Museum, w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  endowed b y  
A r c h e r  M. H u n t i n g t o n  i n  1 9 3 0 ,  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a n  8 8 0  a c r e  p a r k .  
The  museum n o t  o n l y  c o n t a i n s  d i s p l a y s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  n a u t i c a l  s u b j e c t s  b u t  a l s o  a n  e x t e n s i v e  l i b r a r y .  The 
War M e m o r i a l  Museum, l o c a t e d  i n  H u n t i n g t o n  P a r k ,  f e a t u r e s  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  w a r s  s i n c e  1 9 1 7 .  The c i t y  a l s o  h a s  s e v e r a l  l i b r a r i e s  
w h i c h  a r e  p u b l i c l y  s u p p o r t e d  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 :  1 6 7 ) .  

A n o t h e r  c u l t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Newpor t  
News i s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  monument  known a s  t h e  V i c t o r y  A r c h ,  
w h i c h  was e r e c t e d  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  men who h a d  g o n e  o v e r s e a s  
t o  f i g h t  i n  W o r l d  War I .  B u i l t  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e  



o r i g i n a l  V i c t o r y  A r c h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  wood t h a t  was  c o v e r e d  
w i t h  p l a s t e r .  I t  was u n v e i l e d  o n  A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 1 9  amid  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
f a n f a r e .  Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  V i c t o r y  A r c h ' s  f a b r i c  was  i n  a  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wooden monument  was  r e p l a c e d  
w i t h  a  s t o n e  r e p l i c a  t h a t  was d e d i c a t e d  on May 3 0 ,  1 9 6 2  (Brown 
1 9 7 9 : 2 9 ) .  

D u r i n g  t h e  mid -1930s  h i s t o r i a n  W .  T .  S t a u f f e r  w r o t e  a b o u t  
s t i l l  a n o t h e r  t y p e  o f  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  monument t h a t  h a d  d e t e r i o r a t e d  
o r  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d :  Newpor t  News' e a r l y  c e m e t e r i e s  a n d  b u r i a l  
g r o u n d s ,  some of  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  i n  u s e  f o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s .  
He w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  C a r y  f a m i l y  c e m e t e r y ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  i n  u s e  
s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  was  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  C e l e y ' s  p l a n t a t i o n  ( b e t w e e n  S a l t e r s  C r e e k  a n d  t h e  C & 
0  r i g h t - o f - w a y ) ,  n e a r  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  K e c o u g h t a n  Road a n d  
Sycamore  Avenue .  S t a u f f e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  when K e c o u g h t a n  Road was 
c u t  t h r o u g h ,  human b o n e s  h a d  b e e n  d i s i n t e r e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  b e e r  g a r d e n  s f  ]Leo S c h u l t z  was  b u i l t  u p o n  
t h e  s u r v i v i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  C a r y  f a m i l y  c e m e t e r y .  L a t e r ,  t h e  
T r i n i t y  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  h e l d  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  s e r v i c e s  on t h e  o l d  
g r a v e y a r d  s i t e  ( S t a u f f e r  1 9 3 5 : 2 6 2 ) .  

S t a u f f e r  a l s o  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  p u b l i c  g r a v e y a r d  on 
t h e  b l u f f  o f  t h e  James  R i v e r ,  n e a r  t h e  m o u t h  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  c a r r i e d  t h e  B o u l e v a r d  
s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  a c r o s s  S a l t e r s  C r e e k .  P o o r  w h i t e s  a n d  a f e w  b l a c k s  
a n d  I n d i a n s  w e r e  i n t e r r e d  i n  t h a t  c e m e t e r y ,  w h i c h  b u r i a l s  w e r e  
r emoved  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  when Camp S t u a r t  was  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  The B u r k  t r a c t ,  w h i c h  was  n e a r  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  
d e s c r i b e d  c e m e t e r y ,  c o n t a i n e d  t h r e e  b u r y i n g  g r o u n d s .  One o f  t h e s e  
was  t h e  p r i v a t e  g r a v e y a r d  o f  t h e  T a y l o r  a n d  G r e e n  f a m i l i e s ;  i t  l a y  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k ,  w i t h i n  t h e  g , r o u n d s  o f  t h e  Dodge P l a n t  a n d  
t h e  e x t e n d e d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  o f  O r c u t t  S t r e e t .  The  T a y l o r - G r e e n  
c e m e t e r y  c o n t a i n e d  g r a v e  mounds a n d  n a m e l e s s  t o m b s t o n e s  t h a t  w e r e  
s t i l l  i n t a c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  World  War I .  When t h e  a c r e a g e  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  T a y l o r - G r e e n  c e m e t e r y  *was t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Camp S t u a r t ,  Edward T .  I v y  
r e p o r t e d l y  h a d  m o s t  o f  i t s  b u r i a l s  re.movecl t o  t h e  G r e e n l a w n  
C e m e t e r y .  The s e c o n d  g r a v e y a r d  t h a t  was l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  B u r k  t r a c t  
was o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  I t  was  s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  M a d i s o n  a n d  
M a r s h a l l  A v e n u e s ,  w i t h i n  w h a t  became t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  o f  2 1 s  t 
S t r e e t .  A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  c e m e t e r y  was u s e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  by  w h i t e s ;  
l a t e r ,  b l a c k s  w e r e  i n t e r r e d  t h e r e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S t a u f f e r ,  t h i s  
p u b l i c  g r a v e y a r d  was  i n  g e n e r a l  u s e  u n t i l  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
G r e e n l a w n  C e m e t e r y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  L a t e r ,  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  on  
t o p  o f  t h e  o l d  g r a v e y a r d  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y ,  2 1 s t  S t r e e t  was  e x t e n d e d  
t h r o u g h  i t .  The t h i r d  c e m e t e r y  t h a t  was  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  B u r k  f a r m  
was  t h a t  o f  t h e  B u r k  f a m i l y .  I t  was l o c a t e d  on  t h e  b l u f f  a b o u t  
2 0 0  f e e t  e a s t  o f  w h e r e  Roanoke  Avenue ( i f  e x t e n d e d )  wou ld  r e a c h  
t h e  s h o r e  o f  Hampton R o a d s .  I n  1 9 3 4  W .  T. S t a u f f e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
W i l l i a m  B u r k ' s  d e s c e n d a n t s  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  t h e  t i t l e  t o  t h i s  
g r a v e y a r d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  p e r p e t u a l  r i g h t - o f - w a y  ( S t a u f f e r  
1 9 3 4 : 1 2 8 , 3 3 9 ) .  



A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Newpor t  News c i t y  d i r e c t o r y  f o r  1896-1897 ,  
t h e  c i t y  t h e n  h a d  two p u b l i c  c e m e t e r i e s  w i t h i n  i t s  l i m i t s :  G r e e n  
Lawn ( G r e e n l a w n )  a n d  M t .  Z i o n .  The G r e e n l a w n  C e m e t e r y ,  w h i c h  was 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  S a l t e r s  C r e e k ,  was s i t u a t e d  i n  b o t h  Newpor t  
News a n d  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y  ( S a n b o r n  1 9 2 6 ) .  By 1 9 1 2 ,  Newpor t  
News h a d  t h r e e  c e m e t e r i e s :  G r e e n  Lawn, M t .  Z i o n ,  a n d  t h e  Hebrew 
C e m e t e r y  ( a t  F r a n k l i n  Avenue  a n d  R i v e r v i e w )  (Anonymous 1896-  
1 8 9 7 : l Z ;  1 9 1 2 : 2 0 - 2 1 ) .  I n  1 9 3 5  W .  T. S t a u f f e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  
a  t r i a n g u l a r - s h a p e d  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  t h a t  was  bound  o n  t h e  n o r t h  b y  
t h e  o l d  c o u n t y  r o a d ,  on t h e  e a s t  b y  t h e  e a s t e r n  f o r k  o f  S a l t e r s  
C r e e k ,  a n d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t  by  Dixon  Run a n d  M i l l  M a r s h ,  w e r e  
t h r e e  c e m e t e r i e s :  G r e e n l a w n ,  P l e a s a n t  S h a d e s  a n d  H o l l y  G r o v e  
( S t a u f  f e r  1 9 3 5 :  1 3 1 ) .  

J u s t  a s  c e m e t e r i e s  t y p i c a l l y  a r e  l a i d  o u t  i n  a n  o r g a n i z e d  
f a s h i o n ,  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  m o d e r n  c i t y  o f  Newpor t  News 
e n c o m p a s s e s  two p l a n n e d  t o w n s ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s u r v e y e d  a n d  
l a i d  o u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  g r i d i r o n  p l a n .  T h e s e  two p l a n n e d  
c o m m u n i t i e s  w e r e  Warwick  Town, w h i c h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  l a w  i n  
1 6 8 0 ,  a n d  t h e  town o f  Newpor t  News, w h i c h  was  l a i d  o u t  two h u n d r e d  
y e a r s  l a t e r .  

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  E n g l i s h  o f f i c i a l s  
v i g o r o u s l y  p r o m o t e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  p l a n n e d  t o w n s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  f o r  
t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  economy w o u l d  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  
a g g r e g a t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  
p a s s e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  Town A c t s  i n  1 6 8 0 ,  1 6 9 1  a n d  1 7 0 6 ,  c r e a t i n g  p o r t  
t o w n s  a t  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  c o u n t i e s .  I n  
J u n e  1 6 8 0 ,  when t h e  H o u s e  o f  B u r g e s s e s  p a s s e d  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  
t h r e e  a c t s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  s i t e s  s e l e c t e d  was  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  b a n k  o f  
t h e  Warwick  R i v e r  a t  Deep C r e e k ,  on  S a m u e l  Mathews '  l a n d .  T h i s  
new p l a n n e d  communi ty  was t o  b e  c a l l e d  Warwick  Town. Each  o f  t h e  
c o l o n y ' s  p l a n n e d  t o w n s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  5 0  a c r e s  i n  s i z e ,  w e r e  s u r v e y e d  
i n t o  l o t s  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  was p a s s e d .  
P r o m o t i o n a l  i n c e n t i v e s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  t o w n s  ' 
d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n d i v i d u a l s  who p u r c h a s e d  l o t s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  
b u i l d i n g s  u p o n  t h e m  w i t h i n  two y e a r s  w e r e  e x e m p t  f r o m  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e  a n d  r e c e i v e d  t a x  b e n e f i t s  on  t r a d e .  They a l s o  w e r e  t o  b e  
immune f r o m  p r o s e c u t i o n  f o r  i n d e b t e d n e s s  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  a m o u n t  o f  
t i m e  ( H e n i n g  1809-1823 :11 :471-478 ;  R e p s  1 9 7 2 : 6 7 ) .  

The  1 6 8 0  town  a c t  e v e n t u a l l y  was s u s p e n d e d ,  b u t  s i m i l a r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  was p a s s e d  i n  1 6 9 1 .  A g a i n ,  Warwick  Town w a s  
d e s i g n a t e d  a n  o f f i c i a l  p o r t .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  some o f  t h e  t o w n s  
c r e a t e d  a  d e c a d e  e a r l i e r  h a d  become w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w h e r e a s  
o t h e r s  h a d  n o t .  The  t e x t  o f  t h e  1 6 9 1  a c t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  Warwick  
Town h a d  b e g u n  t o  d e v e l o p ,  f o r  t h e r e  w e r e  " s e v e r a l  h o u s e s  t h e r e  
b u i l t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  b r i c k  c o u r t  h o u s e  a n d  p r i s o n "  ( H e n i n g  1809-  
1 8 2 3 : 1 I : 5 0 8 ; 1 1 1 : 6 0 ) .  However ,  Warwick  Town n e v e r  r e a l l y  p r o s p e r e d  
a n d  a s  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a d u a l l y  s h i f t e d  i n l a n d ,  Warwick  C o u n t y ' s  
c i t i z e n r y  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  V i r g i n i a  A s s e m b l y  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  c o u n t y  
s e a t  t o  a  more  c o n v e n i e n t  s i t e  o n  S t o n y  Run. I n  1 8 0 7  t h e  o l d  
c o u r t h o u s e  was i n  r u i n s  a n d  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  i n  Warwick  
Town was a  d w e l l i n g  t h a t  b e l o n g e d  t o  a  t a v e r n - k e e p e r  (Warwick  



C o u n t y  L e g i s l a t i v e  P e t i t i o n s  1 4 8 4 - 1 8 5 8 ) .  

The  s e c o n d  p l a n n e d  town w h i c h  a c r e a g e  i s  e n c o m p a s s e d  b y  
modern  Newpor t  News i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  town o f  Newpor t  News, w h i c h  
was  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  C o l l i s  P.  H u n t i n g t o n .  On O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  
Old  Domin ion  Land Company was o r g a n i z e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  e x c e s s  
p r o p e r t y  a n d  l a n d  o p t i o n s  h e l d  b y  H u n t i n g t o n  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C & 
0  R a i l r o a d .  Eugene  E .  McLean o f  New 'York, who was  t h e  Old 
D o m i n i o n  Land Company 's  e n g i n e e r ,  made a  mag o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  town  
o f  Newpor t  News, w h i c h  was l a i d  o u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a g r i d  p l a n ,  
t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  o f  t h e  C & 0 ' s  t r a c k s .  The 
t o w n ' s  n u m b e r e d  s t r e e t s  r a n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  a n d  i t s  
a v e n u e s  e x t e n d e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h .  L o t s  m e a s u r e d  25 
f e e t  w i d e  b y  1 0 0  f e e t  d e e p .  The town commenced d e v e l o p i n g  b e t w e e n  
1 8 t h  and  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  p o i n t  g r o w t h  f a n n e d  o u t  t o  b o t h  
t h e  e a s t  a n d  n o r t h .  Below 22nd S t r e e t  w e r e  t h e  C & 0 ' s  d o c k s  a n d  
r a i l r o a d  y a r d s  ( N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m  1 9 8 2 :  5-9 ;  Rouse  
1 9 6 9  : 4 1 ;  J e s t e r  1 9 6 1  : 1 1 4 - 1 1 5 ) .  The Old Domin ion  Land Company, a s  
a  means  o f  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Newpor t  News, d o n a t e d  l a n d  
on  w h i c h  a v a r i e t y -  o f  communi ty  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  Company 
o f f i c i a l s  a l s o  s e t  a s i d e  a s  a  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a  s i x  
u n d e v e l o p e d  b l o c k s  a l o n g  t h e  J a m e s ,  b e t w e e n  2 4 t h  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t s .  
D u r i n g  t h e  P a t e  1 8 8 0 s  t h e  Old  D o m i n i o n ' L a n d  Company e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e  Newpor t  News L i g h t  a n d  W a t e r  Company t o  p r o v i d e  t h o s e  
u t i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  ( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 2 1 , 1 8 7 ;  Newpor t  News P u b l i e  
L i b r a r y  S y s t e m  1 9 8 2 : 5 - 9 ) ,  

A n o t h e r  t y p e  o f  communi ty  p l a n n i n g  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  Newpor t  
News was t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s u b d i v i s i o n s  a n d  h o u s i n g  
p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  meet: c r i t i c a l  R o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e s .  
D u r i n g  World  War I ,  when t h e  c i t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  e x p a n d e d  r a p i d l y ,  
t h a n k s  t o  a n  i n f l u x  of  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  Newpor t  News 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  Dry Dock Company a c q u i r e d  t h e  Pembroke  J o n e s  f a r m  
o r  H i l t o n  T r a c t ,  w h e r e  i t  b u i l t  5 0 0  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  a n  
E n g l i s h  v i l l a g e .  The  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  H i l t o n  V i l l a g e ,  w h i c h  was  o p e n  
f o r  o c c u p a n c y  i n  J u l y  1 9 1 8 ,  was  c o m p l e t e d  b y  O c t o b e r  1 9 1 9 .  I t  was  
t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  Warwick  C o u n t y  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  g o v e r n m e n t - b u i l t  p l a n n e d  communi ty  
( J e s t e r  1 9 6 1 : 1 4 0 - 1 4 1 , 1 9 1 ) .  World War I a l s o  saw t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  many i n s u b s t a n t i a l  d w e l l i n g s  f o r  b l a c k s ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  t e n e m e n t s  
t h a t  became t h e  c i t y ' s  f u t u r e  s l u m s .  A s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b l a c k s  
s o u g h t  j o b s  i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  w a r t i m e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  f i r m s  
c a s h e d  i n  on t h e  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  by  r u s h i n g  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  b l o c k  
r o w s  o f  t e m p o r a r y  f l a t s .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b l e a k ,  u n p a i n t e d  
a n d  l i t t l e  more  t h a n  s h a c k s .  B l o o d f i e l d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  s l u m  
d i s t r i c t s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  o f f e r e d  r e f u g e  t o  n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  
b l a c k s  d u r i n g  t h e  war  ( K a t z  1 9 4 0 :  336-33 7 )  . 

D u r i n g  Wor ld  War I1 t h e  c i t y  a g a i n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  
x p l o s i o n .  I n  1 9 4 1 ,  976  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  c a l l e d  S t u a r t  G a r d e n s  w e r e  
o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  o l d  Camp S t u a r t  s i t e  b y  t h e  D e f e n s e  Homes 

C o r p o r a t i o n ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  m e e t  t h e  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  t h a t  
o c c u r r e d  when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Newpor t  News e x p a n d e d  7 7 . 2  
p e r c e n t .  O t h e r  p l a n n e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  o r  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  



b u i l t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n c l u d e d  S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e ,  S e v e n  O a k s ,  
M a r s h a l l  C o u r t s ,  O r c u t t  Homes, H a r b o r  Homes, a n d  L a s s i t e r  C o u r t s .  
I n  Warwick  C o u n t y ,  F e r g u s o n  P a r k ,  B e a c o n d a l e ,  B e t s y  Lee  G a r d e n s ,  
S u s s e x  H i l t o n ,  E a s t  H i l t o n ,  N o r t h  H i l t o n ,  H i l t o n  P a r k ,  Maury 
P l a c e ,  W h i t e  Oaks  a n d  H u n t i n g t o n  C o u r t s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  w h e r e a s  
C o p e l a n d  P a r k  a n d  Newsome P a r k  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  Warwick a n d  E l i z a b e t h  
C i t y  C o u n t i e s  (Brown 1 9 7 9 : 2 0 ;  J e s t e r  e t  a 1  1 9 4 8 : 7 0 ) .  

S o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  m i d d l e  a n d  
u p p e r  c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  h a v e  d e c l i n e d  i n  downtown Newpor t  News s i n c e  
t h e  move o f  many o f  t h o s e  c i t i z e n s  t o  m o r e  s u b u r b a n  l o c a t i o n s ;  
s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  m o s t l y  l i m i t e d  t o  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  o r  
e v e n t s  s p o n s o r e d  i r r e g u l a r l y  by  t h e  l a r g e  e m p l o y e r s ,  R e s t a u r a n t s  
a n d  g a t h e r i n g  s p o t s  f o r  downtown w o r k e r s  seem t o  h i d e  b e h i n d  new 
f a c a d e s .  A r t i f i c i a l  m a t e r i a l s  now c o v e r  g l a s s  d i s p l a y  a r e a s  a n d  
t i n y  o p e n i n g s  r e p l a c e  l a r g e  h i s t o r i c  w i n d o w s ,  g i v i n g  w h o l e  b l o c k s  
a  c l a n d e s t i n e  a p p e a r a n c e .  

C u l t u r a l  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  t h e  t h e a t e r  company,  " S t .  P a u l ' s  
P l a y e r s " ,  a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  a r e a  w i t h  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  q u a l i t y  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  
A l s o ,  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  b o r d e r s  t h e  N o r t h  End N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  w i t h  a n  a c t i v e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  s p o n s o r s  
c u l t u r a l  a n d  f u n d  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  

T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  Newpor t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  The f o u r  b u i l d i n g s  r e p r e s e n t  a w i d e  
r a n g e  o f  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

The f i r s t  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick ,  was  l i s t e d  on  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1 9 8 4 .  The h o t e l ,  
a c t u a l l y  a n  a n n e x  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h o t e l ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  O l d  Domin ion  Land Company ( C o l l i s  P .  
H u n t i n g t o n ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  company)  a n d  a s  a  Newpor t  News' o n l y  
r e m a i n i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  e c l e c t i c  c o m m e r c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  
1 9 2 0 s  a n d  1 9 3 0 s .  

T h e  s o c i a l / c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e ,  t h e  M a s o n i c  T e m p l e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  1 9 2 2 ,  was b u i l t  a s  Newpor t  News' t a l l e s t  b u i l d i n g  a n d  was  a  
s u c c e s s f u l  v e n t u r e  o f  Bremond Lodge  6 2 4 1  ( M a s o n i c  o r d e r )  f o r  many 
y e a r s .  I t  i s  e a s i l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e  a s  a  f r a t e r n a l l y - a s s o c i a t e d  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  i t s  f o u r t h - f l o o r  and  f i f t h - f l o o r  a s s e m b l y  r o o m s .  
The Masons  p e r f o r m e d  c o r n e r s t o n e  l a y i n g  c e r e m o n i e s  f o r  many o f  
t h e  c i t y ' s  more  p r o m i n e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  s u c h  a s  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h ,  S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e i r  own 
M a s o n i c  Temple  ( E v a n s  : 3 1 )  . 

The  t h i r d  b u i l d i n g  r e p r e s e n t i n g  i m p o r t a n t  s o c i a l / c u l t u r a l  
e v e n t s  i n  downtown Newpor t  News i s  t h e  P a l a c e  T h e a t e r .  The  
t h e a t e r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 4 0  a s  a  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  m o v i e  
p a l a c e ;  i t  r e p l a c e d  a n  1 8 9 9  b u i l d i n g  u s e d  a s  t h e  P a l a c e  T h e a t e r  on 
t h e  same s i t e ,  The  e d i f i c e  i s  t h e  l a s t  l a r g e  t h e a t e r  i n  downtown 



' e w p o r t  News, r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n  e r a  when a t t e n d i n g  m o v i e s  was a 
henomenon .  (Two o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i . l d i n g s  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  
o u s e d  t h e a t e r s  b u t  w e r e  l a t e r  r e m o d e l e d  a r e  t h e  Young Men 's  Shop 

a t  3107-09 W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  I m p e r i a l  T h e a t e r  
b y  1926  a n d  t h e  O s e r  b u i l d i n g  a t  3211-,3213 W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue t h a t  
c o n t a i n e d  t h e  F a i r y  Land m o v i n g  p i c t u r e  t h e a t e r  a s  e a r l y  a s  
1 9 0 7 . )  

The  Y . M . C . A .  b u i l d i n g ,  l o c a t e d  at:  211  32nd  S t r e e t ,  r e p r e s e n t s  
a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  o f  s o c i a l / c u l t u r a l  l i f e  i n  downtown Newpor t  
News. The  b u i l d i n g  i s  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  R e n a i s s a n c e  
R e v i v a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  "Y" ,  s o l d  
t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r d e r  o f  Odd Fe l l -ows  i n  1 9 2 3  a n d  r e p u r c h a s e d  
f o r  u s e  a s  a "Y" i n  1 9 4 3 .  The b u i l d i n g  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s e r v e  
t h e  p u b l i c ;  i t  i s  now known a s  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e a m a n ' s  F r i e n d  
House  o f f e r i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p a s t o r a l  c o u n s e l i n g  
s e r v i c e s  t o  v i s i t i n g  s e a m e n .  

NEWPORT NEWS' MOST SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL RESQURCES 

A f t e r  e v a l u a t i n g  298 s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a ,  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  2 5  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  1 d i s t r i c t  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  
Newpor t  News' m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  ( F i g u r e  
9 ) .  Two r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  R i v e r s i d e  A p a r t m e n t s  ( w i t h  two b u i l d i n g s )  
a n d  t h e  H o t e l  Warwick ,  a r e  a l r e a d y  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .  The 
f i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  was  d e c l a r e d  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  o n  December  9 ,  1 9 8 6 .  A N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n  was 
n e v e r  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h .  D r a f t  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
n o m i n a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  f o r  b o t h  t h e  Newpor t  News P o s t  
O f f i c e  a n d  Custom House  a n d  f o r  t h e  Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  
D r y d o c k  Company. The N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  p r o c e s s  was  n e v e r  
c o m p l e t e d  f o r  e i t h e r .  F i v e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  u n d e r  i t s  s t r i c t  c r i t e r i a .  
However ,  a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  on  t h e  l i s t  a r e  w o r t h y  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
f o r  l o c a l  l a n d m a r k  s t a t u s .  D e t a i l e d  h i s t o r i e s  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
e v a l u a t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  s t r u c t u r e  may b e  f o u n d  o n  s u r v e y  f o r m s  i n  
Volume Two o f  t h i s  r e p o r t .  E v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a s i n o  P a r k  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  f o l l o w s  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

TYPE AND NAME RECOMMENDED NATIONAL 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY 

CHURCHES : 
S t  P a u l ' s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  E l i g i b l e  

2 2 1  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  
S t .  V i n c e n t  d e  P a u l  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  E l i g i b l e  

230 3 3 r d  S t r e e t  
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  E l i g i b l e  1 2 / 0 9 / 8 6 *  

1 1 9  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  E l i g i b l e  

215  32nd S t r e e t  
T r i n i t y  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  E l i g i b l e  

2 2 8  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  



Newport News' Most Significant Architectural Resources 

1. Riverside Apartments, 4500-4600 Washington Avenue 
2. Meena Commercial Block, 3606-3614 Washington Avenue and 

204-208 37th Street 
3. St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 221 34th Street 
4. Peninsula Catholic High School, 332 34th Street 
5. Jamestown Metal - Marine Sales, Inc. and Brown Manufacturing 

Company (Coca-Cola Bottling Works, Inc.), 3200-3300 Huntington Avenue 
6. Huntington Hall (Newport News High School), 3000 Huntington Avenue 
7. Guaranteed Foods, Inc. (Newport News Buick), 3001 Huntington Avenue 
8. National Guard Armory, 2901 Warwick Boulevard 
9. Youth Challenge (Newport News Seminary), 223 29th Street 
10. Trinity United Methodist Church, 228 29th Street 
11. Pier 15 
12. Riverside Paper Supply Company (S. W. Holt & Company), 128 23rd Street 
13. Hotel Warwick, 2410 West Avenue 
14. U.S. Post Office / District Court House (Newport News Post Office and Customs 

House), 101 25th Street 
15. First Baptist Church, 119 29th Street 
16. Steames House, 2904 West Avenue 
17. Medical Arts Building 2901 West Avenue 
18. Newport News Public Library, West Avenue Branch, SW comer of 30th Street 

and West Avenue 
19. Palace Theater, 3 1 14-3 1 16 Washington Avenue 
20. First Presbyterian Church, 215 32nd Street 
21. International Seamen's Friend House (Y.M.C.A.), 21 1 32nd Street 
22. Nachman's Department Store, 3201 Washington Avenue 
23. St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 230 33rd Street 
24. Masonic Temple, 3301 Washington Avenue . 

25. Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Company (covers multiple buildings; 
area described elsewhere in this report) 

26. Casino Park Historic District (covers multiple buildings; 
area described elsewhere in this report) 

Map Source: United States Geological Survey 

Figure 9 



FEDERAL BUILDINGS 
Newpor t  News P o s t  O f f i c e  & Custom House  E l i g i b l e  ** 

1 0 1  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  

SCHOOLS 
Newpor t  News High S c h o o l  

3000  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue 
Newpor t News S e m i n a r y  

2 2 3  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  
P e n i n s u l a  C a t h o l i c  High  S c h o o l  

3 3 2  3 4 t h  S t r e e t  

Not  e l i g i b l e  

E l i g i b l e  

E l i g i b l e  

INDUSTRIAL 
P i e r  1 5  E l i g i b l e  

s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  d e e p w a t e r  t e r m i n a l  
S.W. H o l t  a n d  Co. E l i g i b l e  

1 2 8  2 3 r d  S t r e e t  
Coca -Co la  Complex E l i g i b l e  

3200-3300  H u n t i n g t o n  Ave. 
Newpor t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  E l i g i b l e  *** 

Company 

HOTELS 
H o t e l  Warwick  

2410  Wes t  Avenue 
- .  - 

DWELLINGS 
S t e a r n e s  House  

2904  West  Avenue 

APARTMENTS 
R i v e r s i d e  A p a r t m e n t s  

4500-4600  W a s h i n g t o n  a v e n u e  

FRATERNAL 
M a s o n i c  Temple  

3 3 0 1  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue 

OFFICE 
M e d i c a l  A r t s  B u i l d i n g  

2 9 0 1  West  Avenue 

MILITARY 
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  Armory 

2 9 0 1  Warwick B o u l e v a r d  

P U B L I C  
Newpor t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  

SW c o r n e r ,  3 0 t h  a n d  West Avenue  

ENTERTAINMENT 
P a l a c e  T h e a t e r  

3114-31  16 W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue 

R e g i s t e r e d  1 0 / 0 4 / 8 4  

E l i g i b l e  

R e g i s t e r e d  7 / 2 8 / 8 3  

Mot E l i g i b l e  

E l i g i b l e  

E l i g i b l e  

E l i g i b l e  

Not  E l i g i b l e  **** 



RECREATION 
Y . M . C . A .  

2 1 1  32nd S t r e e t  
E l i g i b l e  

RETAIL 
Nachman' s Not  E l i g i b l e  

3 2 0 1  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  
Meena B l o c k  Not  e l i g i b l e  

3606-3614 W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  a n d  
204-208 3 7 t h  S t r e e t  

Newpor t  News B u i c k  Co. E l i g i b l e  
3 0 0 1  H u n t i n g t o n  Avenue  

DISTRICT 
C a s i n o  P a r k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  E l i g i b l e  

* D e c l a r e d  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  by  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
S t a t e  Rev iew B o a r d .  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n  n e v e r  p r e p a r e d .  

* * N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n  w r i t t e n ;  p r o c e s s  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e d .  

* * * D e c l a r e d  e l i g i b l e  f o r  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  a s  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  
Landmark  A p r i l  1 9 7 9  by t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n  w r i t t e n ;  p r o c e s s  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e d ,  

* * * * C o n s i d e r e d  n o t  e l i g i b l e  b a s e d  on e v a l u a t i o n  o f  e x t e r i o r .  
A c c e s s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  i n t e r i o r .  I f  i n t e r i o r  i s  i n t a c t ,  may b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  e l i g i b l e .  

Some l o c a l  l a n d m a r k s  a r e  w o r t h y  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c  s t a t u s  
e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  n o t  known t o  b e  f i f t y  y e a r s  o l d .  Some o f  
t h o s e  l a n d m a r k s  i n c l u d e  t h e  V i c t o r y  Arch  a t  2 5 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  West  
A v e n u e ,  t h e  G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  a t  2 6 t h  S t r e e t  a n d  West  Avenue ,  
t h e  F i r e  S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  2900  b l o c k  o f  Warwick B o u l e v a r d ,  a n d  t h e  
T r a i n  S t a t i o n  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  2 3 r d  S t r e e t .  

O t h e r  l a n d m a r k s  a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t  
a b o v e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  g r o u p  o f  h o u s e s  b e t w e e n  4 6 t h  a n d  5 0 t h  
S t r e e t  on  Warwick  B o u l e v a r d  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 1 7  a s  a  S h i p y a r d  
p r o j e c t  t o  accommoda te  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  i n f l u x  o f  w o r k e r s .  F o u r  
d i s t i n c t  s t y l e s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  h o u s e s ;  4 8  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  ( D a i l x  -- ---- P r e s s :  9 -11-55) .  W i t h  a c c e s s  t o  S h i p y a r d  
r e c o r d s ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  s u c h  a  p r o j e c t  c o u l d  b e  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  A l s o ,  t h e  No land  b u i l d i n g s  a t  2600 t o  2700  Warwick 
B o u l e v a r d  a r e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  c o m p l e x  i n  c o n t i n u o u s  u s e  
s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ;  a c c e s s  was n o t  
p e r m i t t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x  c o u l d  n o t  
b e  d o c u m e n t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  O s e r  b u i l d i n g  a t  3211-3213  
W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue  W a s h i n g t o n  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i n c e  i t  
c o n t a i n e d  t h e  F a i r y  L a n d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  e a r l y  m o v i n g  p i c t u r e  
t h e a t e r s ;  a c c e s s  was n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  e i t h e r .  
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"The  C a s i n o  g r o u n d s ,  on  a  h i g h  a n d  l e v e l  . g r o u n d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  w a t e r  a n d  b a c k e d  by  
i m p o s i n g  h o m e s ,  f o r m  a n  i d e a l  p r o m e n a d e  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  
g r o u n d  a n d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  C i t y ' s  m.ost v a l u a b l e  a s s e t s . "  
( F r o m  G r e a t e r  N e w p o r t  News, "The S h i p b u i l d i n g  C i t y :  
Y e a r  1 9 1 5 ,  C O E D  Weaver  S e r i e s  o f  P e n  a n d  ' P i c t u r e  
S k e t c h e s  o f  I l l u s t r a t e d  C i t i e s , )  

The  a r e a  b e t w e e n  Wes t  Avenue  a n d  t h e  J a m e s  R i v e r  i n  Newpor t  
N e w s r e t a i n s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  h a s  b e e n  
c o n t i n u o u s l y  o c c u p i e d ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  t r e a t e d  w i t h  g r e a t e r  
s e n s i t i v i t y  t h a n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  d o w n t o w n ,  The  a r e a  i s  
r ecommended  a s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  a s  t h e  C a s i n o  
P a r k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  u s i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  name a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  g r o u n d s  i n  f r o n t  o f  a n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  H o t e l  W a r w i c k ' s  
C a s i n o ,  b o w l i n g  a l l e y ,  b a t h  h o u s e s ,  b a n d s t a n d ,  a n d  p l e a s u r e  p i e r  
( F i g u r e  1 0 ) .  The h o t e l  a n d  C a s i n o  g r o u n d s  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  a  
p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1 8 8 3  b y  t h e  O ld  D o m i n i o n  Land  
Company. The d i s t r i c t  i s  b o u n d e d  r o u g h l y  b y  West  A v e n u e ,  t h e  
J a m e s  R i v e r ,  3 3 r d  S t r e e t ,  a n d  t h e  m i d d . l e  o f  t h e  b l o c k  b e t w e e n  
2 4 t h  a n d  2 5 t h  S t r e e t s  ( F i g u r e  1 1 ) .  

W e s t  Avenue  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  N e w p o r t  
News b y  t h e  O l d  D o m i n i o n  Land  Company. The  1 8 8 9  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  
Map showed  t h e  H o t e l  W a r w i c k ,  a  s h i p  s u p p l i e r ,  a n d  t h r e e  d w e l l i n g s  
on t h e  s t r e e t  ( n o n e  o f  t h o s e  s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a i n  - t h e  e x i s t i n g  
H o t e l  Warwick  d a t e s  t o  1 9 2 8 ) .  The  1 9 1 3  S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Map 
s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s i d e  s t r e e t s  t o  ble d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  
r ecommended  d i s t r i c t  w e r e  3 1 s t  a n d  32n.d s t r e e t s ,  O n l y  o n e  
d w e l l i n g  was  l o c a t e d  o n  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  N e w p o r t  News Y a c h t  
C l u b  w a s  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  3 1 s t  ( b o t h  d e m ~ o l i s h e d ) .  Two a p a r t m e n t s  
a n d  two  d w e l l i n g s  on 3 2 n d  S t r e e t  r e m a i n  f r o m  t h a t  f i r s t  p e r i o d  o f  
d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  Wes t  Avenue, .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  b u i l d i n g s  
t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t ;  t h e y  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  1 9 1 3 :  

D w e l l i n g s  : 
3 1 0 7  Wes t  Avenue  
3 1 1 1  Wes t  Avenue  
3 1 1 5  Wes t  Avenue  " 
3 1 1 7  West  Avenue  
8 9  32nd  S t r e e t  
95  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  

A p a r t m e n t s :  
9 2  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  ( W e s t m i n i s t e r  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g )  
94  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  

By 1 9 2 6 ,  e i g h t e e n  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ;  e l e v e n  o f  t h o s e  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  
p r o g r e s s e d  s l o w l y  b e t w e e n  1 9 2 6  a n d  1 9 3 5 ;  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w a s  
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c o m p l e t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  Wor ld  War 1 1 - r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  s u c h  
a s  t h e  S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s .  

The d i s t r i c t  i n c l u d e s  s u c h  we l l -known l o c a l  l a n d m a r k s  a s  t h e  
H o t e l  Warwick ,  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e / C o u r t  H o u s e ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  Newpor t  
P a r k ,  t h e  L i b r a r y ,  a n d  t h e  M e d i c a l  A r t s  B u i l d i n g .  ( F o r  t h e  t i m e  
b e i n g ,  t h e  G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  a n d  V i c t o r y  Arch  m u s t  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  do n o t  m e e t  t h e  50-  
y e a r  o r  Wor ld  War 1 1 - a s s o c i a t e d  a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s . )  The  d i s t r i c t  
a l s o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  V i c t o r y  Walk ,  u s e d  b y  t r o o p s  t o  
m a r c h  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e i r  s h i p s  i n  b o t h  World  Wars ( t h e  b r i c k s  o f  
t h e  w a l k  a r e  s t i l l  l o c a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a v e m e n t ) .  

The  d i s t r i c t  h a s  many a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  b u i l d i n g s .  
S i n c e  i t  became i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r a t e  o n e  o v e r  a n o t h e r ,  i t  seemed  
o n l y  l o g i c a l  t o  g i v e  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  e q u a l  s t a t u s  a s  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  The s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  t h a t  a r e  e i t h e r  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  a l r e a d y  o r  
c o n s i d e r e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  a r e  
d i s c u s s e d  on t h e i r  i n t e n s i v e  s u r v e y  f o r m s  i n  Volume Two. A 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  may b e  
f o u n d  i n  Volume Two on B r i e f  S u r v e y  Forms .  

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  
p r e v i o u s l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  o t h e r  n o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  Newpor t  News. 
N e i t h e r  t h e  N o r t h  End H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  n o r  H i l t o n  V i l l a g e  h a v e  
t h e  m o n u m e n t a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  number  o f  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  
c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  More t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
d i s t r i c t ' s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  ( a  
t o t a l  o f  2 3 ) .  

T h e  C a s i n o  P a r k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  c o n t a i n s  4 3  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
b u i l d i n g s  ( s t r u c t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  
a r e  u s e d  t o  s h e l t e r  non-human a c t i v i t y  - s u c h  a s  g a r a g e s  - w e r e  
n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t  o f  4 3 ) .  The b u i l d i n g s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  
f o l l o w s  : 

H o t e l  Warwick  
P o s t  O f f i c e / C o u r t  House  
H o l l a n d  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  8 3  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  
S t .  J a m e s  T e r r a c e  A p a r t m e n t s  ( 1 5  WWII-era b u i l d i n g s )  b e t w e e n  

2 9 t h  a n d  3 1 s t  S t r e e t s  
9 1  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g / o f f i c e )  
M e d i c a l  A r t s  B u i l d i n g ,  2 9 0 1  West  Avenue ( o f f i c e )  
Newpor t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  West  Avenue B r a n c h  
W a t e r v i e w  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  8 2  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  
S k e e t e r  H o u s e ,  87 3 0 t h  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g )  
9 1  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g )  
S t .  D e n n i s  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  99  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  
3 0 0 7  West  Avenue  ( d w e l l i n g / s  t u d i o )  
M a r l b o r o  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  3015  West  Avenue  
8 1  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g )  
8 3  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g )  
E d g e w a t e r  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  8 5  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  



9 0  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g )  
H a y s  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  9 6  3 1 s t  S t r e e t  
3 1 0 7  West  Avenue  ( d w e l l i n g )  
3 1 1 5  West  Avenue  ( d w e l l i n g )  
3 1 1 7  Wes t  Avenue  ( d w e l l i n g )  
8 9  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g )  
W e s t m i n i s t e r  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  92  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  
9 4  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  ( a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g )  
9 5  32nd  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g )  
W e l l i n g t o n  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  3 2 1 5  Wes t  Avenue  
66 -78  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  ( b r i c k  r o w h o u s e s / s t o r e s )  
1 0 0  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  ( d w e l l i n g )  
S t r a t f ~ r d  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  3 3 0 1  West  Avenue  

The  f o l l o w i n g  6  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t :  

V i c t o r y  A r c h ,  w e s t  s i d e  o f  Wes t  Avenue  i n  c e n t e r  o f  2 5 t h  
S t r e e t  ( r e c o n s t r u c t e d  1 9 6 2 )  

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  Wes t  Avenue  a n d  
2 6 t h  S t r e e t  ( c o n s t r u c t e d  1 9 4 9 )  

87 -89  2 9 t h  S t r e e t  ( o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  l e s s  t h a n  50 y e a r s  o l d )  

3 1 1 1  Wes t  Avenue  ( e n t i r e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a l t e r e d  f o r  u s e  a s  
r e s t a u r a n t ;  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t o o  f a r  r e m o d e l e d  t o  e n a b l e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  a s  d w e l l i n g ;  a l s o ,  r e s t a u r a n t  h a s  n o t  a c h i e v e d  
h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e )  

N e l s o n  A p a r t m e n t  B u i l d i n g ,  8 4  3 2 n d  S t r e e t  ( h e a v i l y  a l t e r e d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  e n t i r e  f r o n t  c l a d  a n d  t o p  f l o o r  r e m o v e d )  

9 6  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  ( c o n t e m p o r a r y  A B C  s t o r e )  



SUMMARY 

Downtown Newpor t  News ( a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t u d y  a r e a  shown i n  
F i g u r e  4 )  i s  f a s t  e v o l v i n g  f r o m  a  t y p i c a l  c i t y ' s  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
r e s i d e n t i a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t o  a  
m a j o r i t y  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  a  f e w  a d d e d  p u b l i c  
b u i l d i n g s .  A o n c e - t h r i v i n g  downtown s e e m s  t o  h a v e  e v o l v e d  i n t o  a  
w a s t e l a n d  o f  v a c a n t  l o t s  a n d  p a r k i n g  l o t s  w i t h  a  m i n o r i t y  o f  
b a r e l y - s u r v i v i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a l l  l o s i n g  
o u t  t o  b u s y  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t i c  c e n t e r s .  L o o k i n g  b e y o n d  
t h e  e x p a n s e s  o f  a s p h a l t  a n d  f a k e  f r o n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n e  c a n  b e  
p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  n e a r l y  300 h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  gems s u c h  a s  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  Y . M . C . A . ,  a n d  e v e n  a n  a r m o r y .  

Downtown c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  s u f f e r  t h e  
b r u n t  o f  d e m o l i t i o n  e f f o r t s  ( F i g u r e  1 2 ) .  D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  
s t u d y ,  a d d i t i o n a l  d e m o l i t i o n s  t o o k  p l a c e .  A t  f i r s t  i t  a p p e a r s  
t h a t  downtown Newpor t  News i s  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
a b a n d o n e d  f o r  t h e  n o r m a l  a s p e c t s  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  c i t y  l i f e .  
W i t h  i t s  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  b a r s  a n d  n o v e l t y  s t o r e s ,  t h e  a r e a  s e e m s  
a l m o s t  t o  h a v e  r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s   ell's H a l f  A c r e "  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s h e e r  e x p a n s e  o f  downtown Newpor t  News 
c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  n o t  s u s t a i n  t h e  same d e n s i t y  o f  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t y .  
A s  Samue l  R .  B u x t o n ,  S r .  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  c o m m e n t a r y  e n t i t l e d ,  ''50 
Y e a r s  i n  2 0  M i n u t e s :  A R e m i n i s c e n t  Resume,"  

" I t  ( H e l l ' s  H a l f  A c r e )  was  c o r r e c t l y  named f o r  i t  c o u l d  
n o t  h a v e  b e e n  w o r s e ,  u n l e s s  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  w h o l e  a c r e . "  

I n  a  t i m e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  v i s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  movement ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  n o w h e r e  i n  V i r g i n i a  h a v e  a  
c i t y ' s  h i s t o r i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  b e e n  r e j e c t e d  on  a  s c a l e  
c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h a t  ~ f  Newpor t  News. I n  o t h e r  V i r g i n i a  
l o c a l i t i e s ,  t h e  p c i i t i c a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  
p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  h a s ,  a t  a  minimum, p o s i t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  
f u t u r e  o f  a  n u c l e u s  o f  downtown h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s .  

S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  downtown 
b u i l d i n g s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  e a r l y  b u i l d i n g s  
a p p e a r s  n e v e r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  E a r l y  S a n b o r n  
I n s u r a n c e  Company maps show t h a t  e v e n  w i t h  s u r r o u n d i n g  v a c a n t  
l o t s ,  o w n e r s  c h o s e  t o  d e m o l i s h  and  r e b u i l d  i n s i t u .  A s  t h e  1 9 1 9  
R 9 0 r t  On M u n i c i p a l  S u r v g  o f  N e w ~ r t  News, V i r g i n i a  s t a t e d ,  - --------- --- ---- ----------- 

"It  ( N e w p o r t  News) s e e m s  t o  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  
o f  b e i n g  a  good p l a c e  i n  w h i c h  t o  make money,  b u t  a  
p o o r  p l a c e  i n  w h i c h  t o  t a k e  up  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e . "  

More r e c e n t l y ,  V i v i e n  L i p s c o m b e  S m i t h ,  a  f r e e - l a n c e  w r i t e r  
who g r e w  u p  i n  Newpor t  News d e f i n e s  Newpor t  News a s  " r e s t l e s s  
e n e r g y "  ( D a i l x P r e s s :  --- -- O u t l o o k ,  May 2 ,  1 9 9 0 ) .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  E a s t  
End o f  Newpor t  News was n o t  s u r v e y e d  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  number  o f  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a i n i n g  t h e r e  



100 Block of 33rd Street - north side and the Academy of Music on Washington Avenue 
(all demolished) 
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p r o v e  t h a t  M s .  S m i t h  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  h e r  a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t  r o o t s  h a v e  
e n d u r e d  ( w i t h  g r e a t e r  f o r t i t u d e  t h a n  W i l l i a m  S t y r o n  p r e f e r s  t o  
e n v i s i o n )  e a s t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s  w e r e  g e a r e d  
t o w a r d  e l i m i n a t i n g  " u n s a f e "  b u i l d i n g s .  The f i r s t  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  
p r o j e c t  b e g a n  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 s  c l e a r i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  more  t h a n  45  
a c r e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S e a r s ,  a  b a n k  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
Home F e d e r a l  S a v i n g s  a n d  L o a n ,  a  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
W i l b e r n  B u i l d i n g ,  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  a n d  a  s i t e  f o r  a  new N o l a n d  Co. 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  ( c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  new N o l a n d  b u i l d i n g  n e v e r  
m a t e r i a l i z e d ) .  D a i l y  P r e s s  a r t i c l e s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  r e f e r  t o  t h e  
r e m o v a l  o f  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  s u c h  a s  " b l i g h t , "  "bad  
t e e t h , "  " h a l f  r o t t e n , "  a n d  "ominous  shadow."  R e d e v e l o p m e n t  
e f f o r t s  w e r e  p u b l i c i z e d  t o  g e n e r a t e  p r i d e  i n  u r b a n  r e n e w a l  
( F i g u r e  1 3 ) .  

The  s e c o n d  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  i n  1964  c l e a r e d  m o s t  o f  
t h r e e  b l o c k s  f r o m  3 0 t h  t o  3 3 r d  S t r e e t .  T h a t  p r o j e c t  r e s u l t e d  i n  
t h e  Bank o f  Warwick ,  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  La Vogue s t o r e ,  a  Bank o f  
Hampton Roads  d r i v e - i n  b r a n c h ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  p a r k i n g  l o t s .  

The  t h i r d  l a r g e  p r o j e c t ,  b e g i n n i n g '  i n  1 9 6 5 ,  w i p e d  o u t  2 3 r d  
t h r o u g h  2 8 t h  S t r e e t s  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  t o  West Avenue r e s u l t i n g  i n  
a  new C i t y  H a l l ,  t h e  F i r s t  a n d  M e r c h a n t s  ( l a t e r  S o v r a n )  Bank a t  
2 6 0 0  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue ,  Newpor t  T o w e r s  a t  2 7 t h  and  West Avenue ,  
a n d  t h e  S u p e r b l o c k  a t  2 6 t h  t o  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  W a s h i n g t o n  and  
West  Avenue .  The S u p e r b l o c k  was t o u t e d  a s  "a new town downtown;"  
t h e  p r o j e c t  n e v e r  u n f o l d e d  (NNRHA J u n e  1 9 7 1  P r o s p e c t u s ) .  

The l a s t  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  was  t h e  p r o p o s e d  m u l t i m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r  Newpor t  C e n t r e  P l a n ,  w h i c h  e n v i s i o n e d  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  
m o r e  t h a n  5 0  downtown a c r e s ;  b y  1 9 8 7  t h e  o v e r l y  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n  
w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  f a i l u r e ,  w i t h  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  o n l y  a n  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g  c a l l e d  R i v e r  P a r k  Tower .  The p r o j e c t ' s  f a i l u r e  l e f t  
l i t t l e  b u t  d e m o l i t i o n  i n  i t s  w a k e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  on  W a s h i n g t o n  Avenue f r o m  2 9 t h  t o  
3 0 t h  S t r e e t  ( f o r  " W a s h i n g t o n  S q u a r e " ) ,  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  3 0 t h  S t r e e t  ( f o r  " W a s h i n g t o n  Tower W e s t " ) ,  a n d  t h e  
r e s i d e n t i a l / c o m m e r c i a l  b l o c k  f r o m  3 4 t h  t o  3 5 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  West  Avenues  ( f o r  a  "Food H a l l "  a n d  b u s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c e n t e r ) .  

C o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  r e d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  f l i g h t  t o  t h e  s u b u r b s  
l e f t  v a c a n t  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  d e m o l i s h e d .  
D e m o l i s h i n g  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  S h i p y a r d  p a r k i n g  l o t s  h a s  
t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  p r o f i t a b l e  v e n t u r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  i n f i g h t i n g  o v e r  m a j o r  p r o j e c t s  t o  r e j u v e n a t e  
Newpor t  News' downtown i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
w h o l e s a l e  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  many o f  t h e  l a s t  t a n g i b l e  r e m i n d e r s  o f  t h e  
C i t y ' s  e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r y .  

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  Newpor t  News a p p e a r s  l i k e  a  c i t y  w i t h o u t  a  
downtown.  Two c o n s e r v a t o r s  f r o m  S t .  L o u i s  w o r k i n g  i n  C o l o n i a l  



cordiallj invites you to witness the 

Bestrnction .I \ 
/I 

of the ,i 

4 

'ht the corner of 27th Street a n d  Washington Avenue 
I 

on Tuesday, Octoba Zlst, 1958 

at eleven o'cloch 

This is the final stage of demolition fqr the first Urban 
Relrewal Project developed in cooperation with the Nact- 
port News Planning Commission and tht! City Council. 

The program to date has accomplished the foll.owing : 

Acquired 29 acr& of land containing 215 pardis and 221 buildings. 

Relocated some 249 families from the project area. 

Sold 2 city blocks between 26th and 28th and Virginia to Huntin% 
ton Avenues to Sears, Roebuck and Company for a new store .and 
parking facilit.ies, which is now well on its way to completion. 

Sold to the city the block between 28th and 29th Streets and 
Virginia to Huntington Avenues f ~ r  a municipal parking lot. Thie 
facility is completed. 

Sold to thc city an area adjacent to the city shops a t  29th and 
Warwick Avenue for needed expansion. 

The last stages of demolition are now undernary and completion is 
expected in November, 

To meet tlie requirements of the law a pmgram is now being 
developed for the sale of the remaining parcels. 

This project is resulting in tlie rejuvenation of the downtown busi- 
ness district which mill have a. long range efliect on the economy 
of Newport News. 

Invitation to attend demolition 

Source: Verticle files, Newport News Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority 

Figure 13 



W i l l i a m s b u r g  r e c e n t l y  g a v e  t h e i r  i n i t i a l ,  u n b i a s e d  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  
N e w p o r t  News, s a y i n g ,  "We w e r e  g i v e n  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  g o  t o  a  s t o r e  
i n  downtown N e w p o r t  News b u t  we n e v e r  c o u l d  f i n d  a  downtown - o n l y  
t h e  S h i p y a r d s . "  L a c k  o f  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  h a s  l e f t  t h e  a r e a  l o o k i n g  " d e c i d e d l y  
u n d e c i d e d .  " 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

ESTABLISHING PRIORITIES 

U s i n g  d a t a  f r o m  t h i s  s u r v e y ,  t h e  C i t y  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  
c i t i z e n s  s h o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a  l i s t  o f  s t : r u c t u r e s / d i s t r i c t s  w o r t h y  
o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  F u t u r e  p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e s e  
s t r u c t u r e s / d i s t r i c t s  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  i d e a l s  h a v e  b e e n  b r o k e n  down i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
l e v e l s .  L e v e l  One i s  a n  i d e a l ;  t h e  s t : r u c t u r e s / d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w o u l d  b e  g i v e n  a ~ d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n .  L e v e l  
Two a t  l e a s t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  o f  a  b u i l d i n g ' s  
a p p e a r a n c e  b e f o r e  d e m o l i t i o n ,  L e v e l  t h r e e  a l l o w s  a  p o l i c y  o f  
a b a n d o n m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  e l i m i n a t i o n .  

LEVEL O N E  

I d e a l l y ,  t h e  C i t y  s h o u l d  p a s s  a n  o r d i n a n c e  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a  
r e v i e w  b o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a l l  e x t e r i o r  c h a n g e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  
d e m o l i t i o n )  t o  d e s i g n a t e d  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  d i s t r i c t s .  
Newpor t  News c u r r e n t l y  h a s  o n e  r e v i e w  b o a r d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  H d l t o n  V i l l a g e  ( o u t s i d e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  
a r e a ) .  T h a t  r e v i e w  b o a r d  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  s u c c e s s  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  ( t h e  
C i t y  w o u l d  b e  b e s t  s e r v e d  w i t h  o n e  r e v i e w  b o a r d  f o r  a l l  
d e s i g n a t e d  p r o p e r t i e s . )  The  C h e s t e r f i e l d  C o u n t y  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e  i s  a  good e x a m p l e  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  c i t i z e n s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  t h a t  w o r k s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  
P l a n n i n g  Commiss ion  i n  m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
h i s t o r i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  
R e s o u r c e s  c a n  p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  i n  w r i t i n g  o r d i n a n c e s  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e v i e w  b o a r d s .  

I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  p a s s i n g  a n  o r d i n a n c e ,  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  
p r o g r a m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  a r e a ' s  h i s t o r i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  s h o u l d  b e  i n i t i a t e d .  The p r o g r a m  would  i n c l u d e  b o t h  a n  
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  s e s s i o n s  
t o  t r a i n  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  i n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t s  t o  h i s t o r i c  
s t r u c t u r e s .  To c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s ,  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  p r o j e c t  f o r  a  g r o u p  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s  t h a t  c o u l d  a l s o  
i n v o l v e  a  number  o f  c i t i z e n  v o l u n t e e r s  w o u l d  b e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  Cissino P a r k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  ! P l a c e s .  

T h e r e  i s  a  g e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  i n  Newpor t  News t h a t  o n c e  a  
b u i l d i n g  h a s  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  i t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  w o r t h  s a v i n g .  The h i g h  
q u a l i t y  o f  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  i s  o f t e n  o v e r s h a d o w e d  
b y  w o r r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  t o  r e p l a c e  o u t d a t e d  H V A C  s y s t e m s ,  
r e p l a c e  l e a k i n g  r o o f s ,  a n d  r emove  a s b e s t o s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  a r e  l u c k y  e n o u g h  n o t  t o  b e  d e m o l i s h e d  o f t e n  r e c e i v e  
t r e a t m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r  o r  
e v e n  a c c e l e r a t e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  Some o f  t h e  d e t r i m e n t a l  
t r e a t m e n t s  s e e n  i n  Newpor t  News i n c l u d e  p l a c i n g  s t o r e f r o n t  



a d d i t i o n s  on  r e s i d e n t i a l  d w e l l i n g s ,  a d d i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  s i d i n g ,  and  
r e m o v i n g  h i s t o r i c  f e a t u r e s ,  s u c h  a s  wood w i n d o w s ,  p o r c h e s ,  and  
g i n g e r b r e a d  t r i m .  Many o f  Newpor t  News1 r e m a i n i n g  downtown 
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  p i c t u r e d  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e  b o o k ,  
N e w ~ o r t  News1 325 Y e a r s ,  g i v i n g  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  --- - - - - - L _ - - - - - -  

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c  f e a t u r e s .  

The  C i t y  s h o u l d  make a n  e f f o r t  t o  p r o m o t e ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
t h e  I n t e r i o r ' s  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  C o p i e s  o f  t h e  ..................... 
S t a n d a r d s  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a d v i c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  - -  - ------- 
s e r i e s  e n t i t l e d  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -  ~ r e s e r v a i i o n  B r i e f s  s h o u l d  b e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  f r o m  C i t y  P l a n n i n g  O f f i c e s  a n d  t h e  l i b r a r y .  - 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  
R e s o u r c e s  c o u l d  s p e a k  t o  C i t y  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  communi ty  g r o u p s  
a b o u t  s y m p a t h e t i c  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t r e a t m e n t s  t h a t  w i l l  r e t a i n  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s .  

LEVEL TWO 

W i t h o u t  a  l e g a l  p r o c e s s  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  
t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  Newpor t  News i s  a t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  w h a t e v e r  
c u r r e n t  p l a n s  seem a t t r a c t i v e .  However ,  i f  a n o t h e r  l e v e l  c o u l d  
b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p e r m i t  p r o c e s s ,  s t r u c t u r e s  more  t h a n  f i f t y  
y e a r s  o l d  p r o p o s e d  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n  c o u l d  a t  l e a s t  b e  r e c o r d e d .  
The  r e c o r d a t i o n  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r i c  
s t r u c t u r e s  r e p o r t .  I f  a  b u i l d i n g  i s  p l a n n e d  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n ,  i t  
s h o u l d  b e  p h o t o g r a p h e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  on  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a n d  e x t e r i o r .  
A c u r r e n t  f l o o r  p l a n  s h o u l d  b e  d r a w n .  C h a n g e s  s i n c e  t h i s  s u r v e y  
w o u l d  b e  n o t e d .  The d o c u m e n t a t i o n  g a i n e d  w o u l d  b e  f i l e d  i n  t h e  
Newpor t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  West  Avenue  B r a n c h .  

LEVEL THREE 

Newpor t  News h a s  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i t s  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
c i t i z e n s .  A s e n s e  o f  communi ty  i s  h a r d  t o  m a i n t a i n  w h e r e  a  c i t y  
i s  d e v o i d  o f  a n y  p h y s i c a l  r e m i n d e r s  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y .  I f  t h e r e  i s  
l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  t o d a y ,  t h e n  p e r h a p s  j u s t  
l e a v i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a l o n e  w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  some d e g r e e  o f  
h e r i t a g e  l e f t  f o r  t o m o r r o w .  I t  s e e m s  a s  t h o u g h  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  
b e e n  t o r n  down i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  e x c i t i n g  new p r o j e c t s  t h a t  
n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  Even t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  S e a r s ,  w h i c h  c a u s e d  
t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  two e n t i r e  C i t y  b l o c k s  o f  r e s i d e n c e s  a n d  
i n d u s t r y ,  l a s t e d  o n l y  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s .  

Many h i s t o r i c  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  i n  V i r g i n i a  h a v e  made a  r e v e r s a l  
f r o m  a b a n d o n m e n t  d u r i n g  t i m e s  o f  e c o n o m i c  c h a n g e .  The p o l i t i c a l  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  s t r u g g l e s  o f  Newpor t  News h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  
i n  o t h e r  V i r g i n i a  c i t i e s  b u t  h a v e  n o t  r e a c h e d  t h e  e n o r m o u s  l e v e l  
o f  d e v a s t a t i o n  t o  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  a s  s e e n  i n  t h i s  c i t y .  T a k i n g  
a  l e s s  a g g r e s s i v e  s t a n c e  t o w a r d  d e m o l i t i o n  w i l l  a t  l e a s t  a l l o w  
some b r e a t h i n g  room i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  s t r u c t u r e  u n t i l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
p r i o r i t i e s  c a n  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
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No. 1 2 : 2 1 - 2 3 .  

D a i l y  P r e s s  
n o d .  "Then  a n d  Now o n  t h e  P e n i n s u l a . "  S u n d a y  f e a t u r e ,  11953-  

1 9 5 5 3 .  

D a v i s ,  A r t h u r  K .  
1 9 2 6 - 1 9 2 7  N e w p o r t  News i n  W a r t i m e .  ______I__________-  V i r g i n i a  C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  

W a r t i m e .  P r i v a t e  p u b l i s h e d ,  N e w p o r t  News. ----- 

D a v i s ,  Emma-Jo 
1 9 6 7  M u l b e r r y  I s l a n d  a n d  t h e  C i v i l  War,  A p r i l  1861-May 1 8 6 2 .  

M a n u s c r i p t  o n  f i l e :  F o r t  E u s t i s  H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  F o r t  E u s t i s .  

D e r r y ,  Anne e t  a l .  
G u i d e l i n e s  F o r  L o c a l  S u r v e y s :  A B a s i s  F o r  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
Y ~ _ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ _ . ~ _ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

P l a n n i n g ,  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  B u l l e t i n  2 4 ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
- - - 2 G -  - 

N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  r e v .  1 9 8 5 .  

D e S h a s o r ,  G e o r g e  a n d  F.  L e e  F o r d  
1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 9  O r a l  h i s t o r y  t a p e s  o n  f i l e ,  N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  

Wes t  Avenue  B r a n c h .  

D o l p h  Map Company 
1 9 5 5  Map o f  N e w p o r t  News, Hampton .  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  

D o n n ,  J. W. a n d  F .  C. 
1 8 7 1 - 1 8 7 2  N e w p o r t  News t o  P a g a n  C r e e k .  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  



F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  A r c h i v e s ,  W i P l i a m s b u r g .  

E v a n s ,  C e r i n d a  W e  
1 9 5 4  ......................... C o l l i s  P o t t e r  H u n t i n g t o n .  2 v o l s .  M a r i n e r s  Museum, 

N e w p o r t  News. 

E v a n s ,  R t .  Wor. A l f r e d  L .  
n . d .  H i s t o r y  o f  Bremond L o d g e ,  No. 2 4 1  A .  F .  & A .  M .  1 8 8 3 -  

1 9 3 3 .  No p u b l i s h e r  l i s t e d .  

F e r r y ,  B . A .  & Company.  
1 9 2 1  T h e  H a r b o r  s f  a  T h o u s a n d  S h i p s ,  N e w p o r t  News, V i r g i n i a  

-------------------P----s-------------P----- 

1 9 2 1  Y e a r  Book.  N e w p o r t  News,  The N e w p o r t  News P r i n t i n g  ------------- 
C O . ,  I n c .  

F r e e d m e n ' s  B u r e a u  
1 8 6 6  Map S h o w i n g  P o s i t i o n  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  F a r m s  [ f o r  F r e e d  men 

i n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a ] .  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C .  

F r e i l i c h ,  L e i t n e r ,  C a r l i s f e ,  a n d  S h o r t l i d g e  
1 9 8 7  N e w p o r t  News: A W o r k a b l e  U r b a n  P o l i c y  F o r  The  H i s t o r i c  ---_-__---------------------------------------- 

Downtown.  --------- 
F r y ,  J o s h u a  a n d  P e t e r  J e f f e r s o n  
1 7 5 5  A Map o f  t h e  Most  I n h a b i t e d  P a r t  o f  V i r g i n i a .  

V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  R i c h m o n d .  

G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  V i r g i n i a  
1 8 1 0  A c t s  P a s s e d  a t  a  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  Commonweal th  o f  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l _ l ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - e  

V i r g i n i a .  S a m u e l  P l e a s a n t s ,  R i c h m o n d .  ---------- 

-------- 
1 8 8 4  A c t s  a n d  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n s  P a s s e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  _ _ - _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ - _ - - - _ . _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  Commonweal th  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1 8 8 3 - 1 8 8 4 .  R .  ~ _ _ _ ~ _ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - -  
U .  D e r r ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  P r i n t i n g ,  R i c h m o n d .  

--------- 
1 8 8 8  A c t s  a n d  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n s  P a s s e d  b x  t h e  G e n e r a l  - I____--------------- . -------  -_.--------- 

A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  Commonweal th  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1 8 8 7 - 1 8 8 8 .  J .  -_-____-__.____--------.------------------- 
H .  O ' B a n n o n ,  R i c h m o n d .  

G r e e n ,  B e n n e t t  W .  
1 9 0 7  How N e w p o r t  News g o t  i t s  Name. W .  E. J o n e s  P r i n t e r ,  ----------------------- 

R i c h m o n d .  

G r e e n e ,  W i l l i a m  
1 8 6 2  Map o f  t h e  P e n i n s u l a .  O r i g i n a l  o n  f i l e  a t  H u n t i n g t o n  

L i b r a r y ,  San  M a r i n o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

G r e i f f ,  J ~ h n  B .  
1 9 5 9  M o d e r n  S t r u c t u r e s  i n  Downtown A r e a  R e f l e c t  G r o w t h ,  

C o n f i d e n c e .  D a i l x  P r e s s  J u n e  2 8 ,  1 9 5 9  e d i t i o n .  --- ----- 



G r i g s b y ,  Hugh B .  
1 8 6 7 - 1 8 6 9  O r i g i n  o f  t h e  Name N e w p o r t  News. P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  

M a s s .  H i s t .  S o c .  V o l .  1 0  1 s t  S e r .  23 -32 .  

H a r e ,  I .  K n o w l e s  
1 8 6 2 a  H a r e ' s  Map o f  t h e  V i c i n i t y  o f  Richmond a n d  t h e  P e n i n s u l a  

C a m p a i g n .  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  
A r c h i v e s ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  

---------- 
1 8 6 2 b  U n t i t l e d  map s h o w i n g  p a r t  o f  V i r g i n i a  b e t w e e n  J a m e s  a n d  

Y o r k  R i v e r s .  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  
A r c h i v e s ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  

H a r r i s o n ,  F a i r f a x  
1 9 1 9  T h e  V i r g i n i a  C a r y s .  D e v e n n e  P r e s s ,  New Y o r k .  ----------------- 

H a t c h ,  C h a r l e s  E . ,  J r .  
1 9 5 7  The  F i r s t  S e v e n t e e n  Y e a r s :  V i r g i n i a ,  1 6 0 7 - 1 6 2 4 .  

-_.-------------_.----------------------- 

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  

H e n i n g ,  W i l l i a m  W . ,  e d .  
1 8 0 9 - 1 8 2 3  The  S t a t u t e s  A t  L a r g e : B e i n g  a C o l l e c t i o n  o f  A l l  t h e  Laws - - - _ - _ _ - - - - _ - -  ---_.---_.------------------------ 

o f  V i r g i n i a .  1 3  v o l s .  S a m u e l  P l e a s a n t s ,  R ichmond .  ---------- 

H a w k i n s ,  Van 
H a m ~ t o n / N e w p o r t  News: A P i c t o r i a l  H i s t o r y  1 9 7 5  The  --- -----  -------------I_-------- 

D o n n i n g  Company, N o r f o l k .  

--------- 
1 9 7 6  D o r o t h y  a n d  t h e  S h i ~ b u i l d e r s  o f  N e w p o r t  News The  -------------  --------------------_.--- 

D o n n i n g  Co, N o r f o l k .  

H e a r n e  B r o t h e r s  
1 9 4 8 - 1 9 6 4  G r e a t e r  N e w p o r t  News w i t h  a l l  o f  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  a n d  

Warwick  C o u n t i e s .  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
D . C .  

H e n r y ,  J o h n  
1 7 7 0  V i r g i n i a .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  

R i c h m o n d .  

H e r r m a n n ,  A u g u s t i n e  
1 6 7 3  V i r g i n i a  a n d  M a r y l a n d  i n  1 6 7 0 .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  R i c h m o n d .  

H i l l  D i r e c t o r y  Company 
1 8 9 6 - 1 9 1 2  N e w p o r t  News, K e c o u g h t a n ,  Hampton ,  P h o e b u s ,  a n d  O l d  

P o i n t ,  V A  D i r e c t o r y .  R ichmond ,  H i l l  D i r e c t o r y  C o . ,  I n c .  
P u b l i s h e r s ,  R ichmond .  

------- 
n o d .  H i l l ' s  N e w p o r t  News C i t y  D i r e c t o r y .  H i l l  D i r e c t o r y  Co. ,  

I n c .  P u b l i s h e r s ,  R i c h m o n d .  



H o e n ,  A .  
1 8 9 8  N e w p o r t  News* L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  

H o t c h k i s s ,  J e d  
1 8 6 7  J a m e s  C i t y ,  Y o r k ,  Warwick  a n d  [ - o r t h ]  C i t y  C o u n t y .  

N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D O C ,  

H o t t e n ,  J o h n  C .  
1 9 8 0  O r i g i n a l  L i s t s  o f  P e r s o n s  o f  Q u a l i t y ,  1 6 0 0 - 1 7 0 0 .  

G e n e a l o g i c a l  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, B a l t i m o r e .  

H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e w p a r t  News 
1 9 4 6  B e t t e r  Homes f o r  N e w p o r t  News. C i t y  s f  Newpor t  News, 

N e w p o r t  News. 

Howe, H e n r y  
1 8 4 5  H i s t o r i c a l  R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  V i r g i n i a .  E .  P e t e r s ,  

---__-----------------------e-P 

C h a r l e s t o n .  

H u m p h r e y s ,  A .  A .  
1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 2  James -York  P e n i n s u l a .  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  

R e s e a r c h  A r c h i v e s ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  

--------- 
1 8 6 2 a  Map o f  S o u t h e a s t  V i r g i n i a .  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  

F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  A r c h i v e s ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g ,  

------- 
1 8 6 2 b  The  P o s i t i o n  of  Y o r k t o w n  w i t h  t h e  A p p r o a c h e s ,  A p r i l  2 1 ,  

1 8 6 2 .  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i ~ n  R e s e a r c h  
A r c h i v e s ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  

--------- 
1 8 6 2 c  S k e t c h  e x h i b i t i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Y o r k t o w n  w i t h  t h e  

A p p r o a c h e s  f r o m  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a n d  s u r v e y  b e t w e e n  t h e  
5 t h  a n d  1 0 t h  o f  A p r i l  1 8 6 2 .  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  
F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  A r c h i v e s ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  

J e s t e r ,  A n n i e  L .  
1 9 6 1  N e w p o r t  News, V i r g i n i a ,  1 6 0 7 - 1 9 6 0 .  W h i t  t e t  a n d  

-----_o-------I_------------ 

S h e g p e r s o n ,  R ichmond .  

J e s t e r ,  A n n i e  L . ,  M.  W .  H i d e n ,  K .  L .  K e l l o g g ,  a n d  W .  T. S t a u f f e r  
1 9 4 8  H i s t o r y  o f  The C i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News 1 9 4 1 - 1 9 4 5 .  H i s t o r y  ____-______-_-_-_-_---------------------- 

C o m m i s s i o n ,  W o r l d  War 11, o f  Newpos t  News, N e w p o r t  
News. 

K a t z ,  W i l l i a m  L o r e n ,  e d .  
1 9 4 0  T h e  N e g r o  i n  V i r g i n i a .  W . P . A .  W r i t e r s  P r o g r a m .  ---_-------------- 

H a s t i n g s  Mouse ,  New Y o r k .  

K i n g s b u r y ,  S u s a n  M. 
1 9 0 6 - 1 9 3 5  R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Company o f  L o n d o n .  4 v o P s .  

_ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - _ P ~ ~  



G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  

K u l i k o f f  . A l l a n  
1 9 8 6  T o b a c c o  a n d  S l a v e s :  T h e  D e v e l o ~ m e n t  o f  S o u t h e r n  C u l t u r e s  ------------------------- ......................... 

i n  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e ,  1 6 8 0 - 1 8 0 0 .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  ............................. 
C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  C h a p e l  H i l l .  

K u t h y ,  W i l l i a m  a n d  W .  L.  W h i t w e l l  
1 9 8 2  R i v e r s i d e  A p a r t m e n t s .  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n ,  

1 9 8 2 .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  
R i c h m o n d .  

Lamb, F .  
1 6 7 6  V i r g i n i a  a n d  M a r y l a n d .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  

R e s o u r c e s ,  R i c h m o n d .  

L a n d  a n d  Communi tv  A s s o c i a t e s  .a 

S u r v e y  o f  S t a t e - O w n e d  P r o p e r t i e s :  The  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  ------------------------------------------------ 
A u t h o r i t v .  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  Land  a n d  Communi ty  
- - -  - 

A s s o c i a t e s .  

L i n d e n k o h l ,  A .  
A M i l i t a r y  Map o f  S E  V i r g i n i a .  C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g  
F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  A r c h i v e s ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  

L i t t l e .  L e w i s  P e v t o n  .a 

1 9 3 6  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  o f  N e w p o r t  News, ---__---------------------------- 
V i r g i n i a  f r o m  1 8 8 3  t o  1 9 3 3 .  The F r a n k l i n  P r i n t i n g  ------------------- 
Company,  I n c .  , Newpor t News. 

L o n g ,  E. B .  
1 9 8 7  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  T h e  C i v i l  War Day __ by-Day: _____________-_------------ An Almanac  1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 5 .  Da Capo 

P r e s s ,  I n c . ,  New Y o r k ,  N . Y .  

L o n g ,  Edwin  G. 
1 9 5 1  P o r t  o f  Newpor t  News, Doorway t o  W o r l d  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

V i r g i n i a  a n d  t h e  V i r g i n i a n  V o l .  7 3  No. 6 : 8 - 9 .  
--_.------------- ----- 

L o n g s t r e t h ,  R i c h a r d  
1 9 8 7  The  B u i l d i n g s  o f  Main  S t r e e t .  The  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P r e s s ,  ----------------- 

W a s h i n g t o n .  

M a d i s o n ,  J a m e s  
1 8 0 7  Map o f  V i r g i n i a .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  

R e s o u r c e s ,  R i c h m o n d .  

M a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  R e c o r d .  
1 8 9 1 - 1 9 3 1  V a r i o u s  c i t a t i o n s  f r o m  e n t r i e s  f o r  N e w p o r t  News 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o j e c t s ,  

M c A l e s t e r ,  V i r g i n i a  a n d  L e e  
1 9 8 5  A F i e l d  G u i d e  t o  A m e r i c a n  H o u s e s .  A l f r e d  A .  K n o p f ,  New -------------------------- 

Y o r k .  



McCar t n e y ,  M a r t h a  W .  
1 9 8 7  A r c h i v a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  Two H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  a t  Deep  -------------------------.------------------------ 

V i r g , i n i a ,  44HE101 a n d  44HE120.  EotTom_~-llenrico-&nt~~-----.------------------------- 
V i r g i n i a  Commonweal th  U n i v e r s i t y ,  R i c h m o n d .  

M c I l w a i n e ,  H . R .  , e d .  
1 9 3 4  M i n u t e s  o f  C o u n c i l  a n d  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  o f  C o l o n i a l  

--I_---------------------------------------- 

V i r g i n i a .  The L i b r a r y  B o a r d ,  1Richmon.d. --------- 
McLean 
1 8 8 1  Map o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News. L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  B . C .  

M e r r i l l ,  L t .  a n d  L t .  Bowen 
1 8 6 2  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o f  Warwick  R i v e r ,  A p r i l  1 8 6 2 .  N a t i o n a l  

A r c h i v e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .  C. 

M e y e r ,  V i r g i n i a  M .  a n d  J o h n  F, Dorman,  e d s .  
1 9 8 6  A d v e n t u r e r s  o f  P u r s e  a n d  P e r s o n ,  1 6 0 7 - 1 6 2 4 / 2 5 .  D i e t z  ---------------------------------------- 

P r e s s ,  R i chmond .  

N e w p o r t  News H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i t t e e  
1 9 8 7  D e v e l o p m e n t  S t u d y  R e p o r t .  E x c e r p t s  o n  f i l e  a t  J a m e s  

R i v e r  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  A r c h a e o l o g y ,  J a m e s t o w n .  

N e w p o r t  News P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m  
1 9 8 2  F i n d i n g  A i d s  t o  t h e  R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  O l d  D o m i n i o n  Land  - -  --------------------------------I----- 

Companx.  Wes t  Avenue  B r a n c h ,  N e w p o r t  News. ------ - 

N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  D r y d o c k  Company 
1 9 0 7  D e s c r i p t o n  of  t h e  Works o f  t h e  N e w p o r t  News S h i p b u i l d i n g  ---___----------------------------------- 

a n d  D r x  Dock Company.  New Y o r k  E v e n i n g  P o s t  P r i n t i n g  ---- ---------- 
O f f i c e ,  New Y o r k .  

-------- 
1 9 3 5 - 1 9 4 5  G e n e r a l  Y a r d  Map. D r a w i n g  No. 1 4 3 5 0 5 .  1 9 3 5  r e v i s e d  t o  

1 9 4 5 .  

-------- 
1 9 6 1  T h r e e  G e n e r a t i o n s  o f  S h i p b u . i l d i n g ,  1 8 8 6 - 1 9 6 1 .  7 5 t h  

---*--~--------------------------- 

a n n i v e r s a r y  b o o k l e t ,  N e w p o r t  News. 

N e w p o r t  News T i m e s - H e r a l d  
1 9 7 8  ___-_-_--  P i o n e e r  R o o t s .  R e p r i n t s  f r o m  t h e  N e w p o r t  News T i m e s -  

H e r a l d ,  N e w p o r t  News. 

N o l a n ,  B r i a n  
1 9 7 9  An r c h f t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Wes t  Avenue  L i b r a r y .  

Term P a p e r ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  N e t r p o r t  C o l l e g e ,  N e w p o r t  News. 

N u g e n t ,  N e l l  M e  
1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 9  C a v a l i e r s  a n d  P i o n e e r s : A b s t t r a c t s  o f  V i r g i n i a  Land  _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~  

P a t e n t s  a n d  G r a n t s .  3 v o l s .  D i e t z  P r e s s ,  R i chmond  a n d  
--_o----------- 



G e n e a l o g i c a l  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, B a l t i m o r e .  

O l d  D o m i n i o n  Land Company. 
1 8 9 2  F a c t s  C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  C i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News, V i r g i n i a .  

--_-__------I_------------------------------ 

G i l e s  Co . ,  New Y o r k .  

P e e b l e s ,  J .  Edward  
1 9 8 3  C e n t e n n i a l  H i s t o r y  o f  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  Newpor t  - - - _ - _ _ _ - - - - -  -------------- .................... 

News, V i r g i n i a ,  1 8 8 3 - 1 9 8 3 .  D o r r a n c e  & Company, B r y n  - - - -  -------------- 
Mawr, P e n n s y l v a n i a .  

P e t e r m a n ,  S e r g e a n t  
1 8 6 2  U n t i t l e d  s k e t c h  o f  Warwick  C o u r t h o u s e ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  

P i c t o r i a l  B a t t l e s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War.  M a r i n e r s  Museum, 
---------------I_---_.--------- 

N e w p o r t  News. 

Q u i n n ,  D a v i d  B .  
1 9 7 7  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  f r o m  E a r l i e s t  D i s c o v e r y  t o  F i r s t  

- - - - - - - - - -_.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

S e t t l e m e n t .  A l f r e d  K n o p f ,  New Y o r k .  ---------- 
R e p s ,  J o h n  W .  
1 9 7 2  T i d e w a t e r  Towns:  C i t y  P l a n n i n g  i n  C o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a  a n d  ------------ -----------I_------------ 

M a r y l a n d .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  P r e s s ,  ----- 
C h a r  l o t  t e s v i l l e .  

R o u s e ,  P a r k e  J r .  
1 9 5 2  "The  Busy  P o r t  o f  Newpos t  News" __-_--- Commonweal th  1 9  (No.  

6 )  4 5 0 4 7 ~ 5 5  

-------- 
1 9 6 9  E n d l e s s  H a r b o r :  The  S t 0 9  o f  N e w p o r t  News. N e w p o r t  News 

- - - - - - - - - - - I_-  -I_---------- 

H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  C i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News. 

-------- 
1 9 7 7  When t h e  Y a n k e e s  Came: C i v i l  War a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  on 

_ _ _ _ _ - _ - L _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

t h e  V i r g i n i a  P e n i n s u l a .  D i e t z  P r e s s ,  R ichmond .  

-------- 
1 9 8 6  T h e  Good O l d  D a y s  i n  Hampton  a n d  N e w p o r t  News. D i e t z  - - - - - - - -  ........................ 

P r e s s ,  R i c h m o n d .  

------- 
1 9 8 9 - 1 9 9 0  D e c i s i o n s '  R e s u l t s  May O u t w e i g h  L o s s e s  ( ~ e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  

1 9 8 9 ) ;  Newsome was  P i o n e e r i n g  B l a c k  Lawyer  ( D e c e m b e r  2 3 ,  
1 9 8 9 ) ;  H o t e l  Warwick  w a s  t h e  F a n c i e s t  P l a c e  i n  N e w p o r t  
News i n  1 8 8 3  (March  2 9 ,  1 9 9 0 ) ;  2  NN F a m i l i e s  Were 
B u s i n e s s  P a r t n e r s  ( A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 9 9 0 ) ;  Ub 1 9 4 6  l e a d e r s  o f  
NN P r e d i c t e d  t h e  C i t y ' s  F u t u r e  F a i r l y  A c c u r a t e l y  ( J u n e  
6 ,  1 9 9 0 )  ; The Academy o f  M u s i c  B r o u g h t  C u l t u r e  t o  a  W i l d  
N e w p o r t  News ( J u n e  2 0 ,  1 9 9 0 ) .  _ _ _ _ _ _ -  D a i l y  P r e s s ,  N e w p o r t  
News. 

S a n b o r n  I n s u r a n c e  Company 
1 8 8 5 - 1 9 2 6  N e w p o r t  News, V i r g i n i a .  On f i l e  a t  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  



W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  

S a u e r ,  C a r l  0 .  
1 9 7 5  S i x t e e n t h  C e n t u g  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  ---_--------- ------l_--.----s 

C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  B e r k e l e y .  

S h a u l l ,  S .  N .  
1 9 5 8  H i s t o r y  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u ~ r c h ,  1 1 9  2 9 t h  S t r e e t ,  

N e w p o r t  News, V i r g i n i a ,  J u n e  1 9 3 3  - J u n e  1 9 5 8 .  The 
F r a n k l i n  P r i n t i n g  Company,  I lnc . ,  N e w p o r t  News. 

S h e a ,  W i l l i a m  L.  
1 9 8 3  The  V i s i n i a  M i l i t i a  i n  t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  C e n t u r y .  - -  _ _ _ ~ _ _ ~ _ ~ _ _ _ ~ ~ P ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ P _ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~  

L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  B a t o n  R o u g e .  

S h i b l e y ,  R o n a l d  E .  
1 9 8 4  H o t e l  W a r w i c k .  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n ,  1 9 8 4 .  On 

f i l e ,  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  
R i c h m o n d ,  V i r g i n i a .  

S m i t h ,  J o h n  
1 6 1 0  V i r g i n i a  D i s c o v e r e d  a n d  D i s c r i b e d  [ s i c ] .  V i r g i n i a  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  R i c h m o n d .  

----I_-_P--- 

1 9 1 0  ------------------,,,,-,,,,,,,-L----------- T r a v e l s  a n d  Works o f  C a p t a i n  J o h n  S m i t h  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
V i r g i n i a  a n d  A d m i r a l  o f  New E n g l a n d ,  1 5 8 0 - 1 6 3 1 ,  e d .  b y  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - _ - _ - _ _ - - - -  -----------e-- 

Edward  A r b e r .  2  V o l s .  J o h n  G r a n t ,  E d i n b u r g .  

S m i t h ,  A.  L .  W . ,  comp,  
1 9 5 7  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _  T h e  Q u i t r e n t s  o f  V i 3 i n i . a .  -__--- P r i v a t e l y  p u b l i s h e d ,  n o  

l o c a t i o n  g i v e n .  

S t a u f f e r ,  W i l l i a m  T. 
1 9 3 4 - 1 9 3 5  The  O l d  F a r m s  o u t  o f  w h i c h  t h e  c i t y  o f  N e w p o r t  News was  

e r e c t e d .  W i l l i a m  a n d  Mary  Q u a r t e r l z  1 4  ( 2 )  2 0 3 - 2 1 5 ,  ----------- --------- - 
3 3 3 - 3 4 1 ;  1 5  ( 2 )  1 2 6 - 1 3 7 , 2 5 0 - 2 6 6 .  

S t o r y ,  Thomas 
1 7 4 7  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  L i f e  o f  Thomas S t o r y .  J a m e s  a n d  J o h n  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l _ ~ ~ l _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ P  

W i l s o n ,  e d s .  I s a a c  Thompson,  N e w c a s t l e  upon  T y n e .  

S t y r o n ,  W i l l i a m  
1 9 5 1  S t y r o n .  L i e  Down i n  D a r k n e s s .  New A m e r i c a n  

L i b r a r y ,  New Y o r k .  R e p r i n t e d  1 9 7 9 .  

S w i f t ,  J e  G. 
1 8 1 8 a  U n t i t l e d  map o f  Y o r k t o w n  a n d  t h e  P e n i n s u l a .  V i r g i n i a  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o i u r c e s ,  R ichmond .  

------------ 
1 8 1 8 b  R e c o n n o i t e r i n g  C h e s a p e a k e  B a y .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  R i c h m o n d ,  



S y k e s  a n d  Gwathmey 
1 8 8 7  Map o f  N o r f o l k  C o u n t y .  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  

R i c h m o n d .  

T a y l o r ,  R. C o w l e s  
1 9 4 8  N e w p o r t  News D u r i n g  t h e  S e c o n d  Wor ld  War. V i r g i n i a  - _ - - - - - - - - -  .................... 

H i s t o r i c a l  Comm., N e w p o r t  News. 

T i n d a l l ,  R o b e r t  
1 6 0 8  The  D r a u g h t .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  

R i c h m o n d .  

T u r n e r ,  C h a r l e s  
1 9 5 6  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  C h e s s i e ' s  Road .  G a r r e t t  a n d  M a s s i e ,  R ichmond .  

T v l e r ,  Lvon G .  - .I 

1 9 2 2  H i s t o r y  o f  Hampton a n d  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a .  - - _ - -  - -_----- --- -------- ---- ---- 
The B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y  C o u n t y ,  
Hampton .  

U .  S .  Army C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  
1 9 2 0  P o r t  F a c i l i t i e s  a t  N e w p o r t  News. L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  

U .  S .  B u r e a u  o f  t h e  C e n s u s  
1 9 6 0  N e w p o r t  News, V i r g i n i a .  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  

V e l a s c o  
1 6 1 0  Map o f  V i r g i n i a .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  

R e s o u r c e s ,  R i c h m o n d .  

V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k s  
1 9 8 6  _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ -  Upper  T i d e w a t e r  R e s o u r c e  P r o t e c t i o n  P l a n .  M a n u s c r i p t  on  

f i l e ,  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s ,  
R i c h m o n d .  

V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y  
1 9 9 0  __________ I___ I__ -_____ -_______ - - - - - - - -  G a t e w a y  To A m e r i c a :  The  P o r t s  o f  V i r g i n i a .  M a r k e t i n g  

p a c k e t  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  P o r t  A u t h o r i t y ,  
N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a .  

V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  
1 9 6 5  _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - _ - _ -  A H o r n b o o k  o f  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r y .  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  

R i c h m o n d .  

V i r g i n i a  T i d e w a t e r  G e n e a l o g y  
1 9 8 5  A L i s t  o f  C o n f e d e r a t e  P r i s o n e r s  Who D i e d  a t  t h e  U n i o n  

P r i s o n  Camp i n  N e w p o r t  News i n  1 8 6 5  a n d  w e r e  b u r i e d  i n  
t h e  P a r k e r  Wes t  Fa rm.  V i r g i n i a  ____________________----- T i d e w a t e r  G e n e a l o g y  V o l .  
17  No .2 :55 -61 .  

V o l l e r t s e n ,  A r t h u r  H .  a n d  M r s .  
1 9 7 7  Warwick  C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1 7 8 2 - 1 8 8 0 ,  Who was  Who, 

~ _ ~ _ _ ~ _ _ _ ~ _ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  



Newpor t  News B i c e n t e n n i a l  C o m m i s s i o n ,  Newpor t  News. 

Ward and  Fox low 
1 9 3 1  S u p p l e m e n t  t o  t h e  Dock a n d  H a r b o u r  A u t h o r i t y ,  J a n u a r y  

1 9 3 1 .  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  

Warwick  C o u n t y  ( N e w p o r t  News) 
1782-1910  Land and P e r s o n a l  P r o p e r t y  Tax L i s t s ,  D e e d s ,  O r d e r s ,  

L e g i s l a t i v e  P e t i t i o n s ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C e n s u s  R e c o r d s ,  
S o c i a l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  S l a v e  S c h e d u l e s ,  
C e n s u s  R e c o r d s .  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  W i l l i a m s b u r g .  

W a s h b u r n ,  Wilcomb E .  
1 9 7 2  The G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  R e b e l :  A H i s t o r y  o f  B a c o n ' s  ---_-_____-_____--------.---------------- 

R e b e l l i o n  i n  V i r g i n i a .  W .  W .  N o r t o n ,  New Y o r k .  
-I---------- - - - -  

Webb, A l e x a n d e r  S .  
1 8 8 1  The  P e n i n s u l a :  M c C l e l l a n r s  Campaign  o f  1862 .  C h a r l e s  -__-_------------------------------ 

S c r i b n e r ' s  S o n s ,  New York .  

Webb, L a t i e  L e t t  Webb 
n o d .  U n d a t e d  o r a l  h i s t o r y  t a p e  on  f i l e ,  Newpor t  News P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y ,  West Avenue  B r a n c h .  

W e s t ,  G e o r g e  B e n j a m i n  
1 9 7 7  When t h e  Y a n k e e s  Came: C i v i l  War a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  on ___P________-_---_-_I.------------------ 

t h e  V i r g i n i a  P e n i n s u l a ,  P a r k e  R o u s e ,  J r . ,  e d .  The D i e t z  ----- --------  
P r e s s ,  Richmond.  

W o r r e t t ,  C. H .  
1 8 6 2  C o u n t r y  b e  t w e e n  J a m e s  and  York  R i v e r s .  C o l o n i a l  

W i l l i a m s b u r g  F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  A r c h i v e s ,  
W i l l i a m s b u r g .  

W r i g h t ,  R u s s e l l  A I A  
1 9 8 3  Newpor t  News P o s t  O f f i c e  a n d  Custom House .  D r a f t  

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n .  On f i l e ,  V i r g i n i a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  R e s o i u r c e s ,  R ichmond ,  V i r g i n i a .  

Z u n i g a  
1 6 0 8  C h a r t  o f  V i r g i n i a .  V i r g i n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c  

R e s o u r c e s ,  R ichmond .  

N o t e :  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  s i t e - s p e c i f i c  s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  f a m i l y  p a p e r s  
a n d  m a g a z i n e  a r t i c l e s  n o t e d  on e a c h  s u r v e y  f o r m .  




