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took place at Mantua on the Mattapony River June 26,

1826,

On that day Thomas Dabney took her home to
Elmington, in Gloucester. Her beauty and gentleness
and modesty won the hearts of his friends. Mrs. Mann
Page of Gloucester was celebrated for her beautiful
hands, but after Sophia came, it was acknowledged that
hers surpassed Mrs. Page's in beauty.

Mr. and Mrs. Dabney had three children: James,
Charles and Virginius who lived to maturity.

_ In a letter from Baltimore, Maryland on June 29th
1883, Mr. Thomas Dabney wrote to a distant relative,
William H. Dabney of Boston: "My father, Benjamin,

‘who was a lawyer, removed to York River, and after-

wards to North River, in Gloucester County where he
died in 1806.... "Mr. Phillip Tabb of Gloucester, of

- whom you may have heard, when on his way to the

White Sulphur Springs, fell in with a great-uncle of
mine, James Dabney, (of Exchange) and they not only
put up at the same inn but were put into tHe same room.
As they were undressing Mr. Tabb did not fail to observe
that he was in the company of a man of extraordinary
physical power, and his curiosity prompted him to ask
my uncle to be so good as to strip to his shirt, as he
wished to see and feel his muscular development. This
was done with a laugh and then Mr, Tabb asked him if

- he had ever struck a-man; thinking obviously, that the

man must have been killed. 'Yes', was the reply; 'I
struck one, and came near being whipped for my im-
pudence'. Of course he had to tell the story. He had
occasion to make a journey of eighty to ninety miles
from home (on horseback, of course), and on the way

he observed a very mean comfield -= mean from neglect,
obviously, -= and having some negroes working in it (or
affecting to do s0). He inquired who was the overseer.
Upon being told , he said to the negroes, 'Tell your over-

b

seer that I will return day after tomorrow, and will give
him a whipping for not having his corn in better order.’
'Yes, masteel’ shouted the negroes in chorus, showing
their teeth from ear to ear. He returned on time, andon
approaching the place he observed a man sitting on the
fence, facing the road. Remembering his message, he
measured the man with his eyes and saw that he was no
baby. He had been ubserved too, and mcngnized as
the gentleman to whom he was indebted for the mes-
sage. He accordingly slipped off the fence (the negroes
coming to it at the same time), and with a bow asked
my uncle if he was the gentleman who had left a mes-
sage for him two days ago. He acknowledged it with a
laugh, and tried to tum it off with a laugh, and as a joke,
but the overseer was no joker, and told him that he was
to make good his promise, taking hold on his bridle and
inviting him to dismount, which he had to do. All the
rules of chivalry were observed. The horse was tied to
a limb of a tree, and both knights (1) went at it. My
uncle told Mr, Tabb that he was fairly whipped twice,
and on the point of giving up but his pride came to his
aid, and he held on until the overseer stopped battering
him, and said he thought they had better quit, and he
acknowledged the gentleman had redeemed his promise.
The negroes in the meantime had mounted the fence,
and shouted and laughed, as only negroes can laugh,
‘throughout the fray. My uncle was laid up for two weeks, -
with his face and eyes so swollen astomakehimparmlly
blind for one week or more. He never struck a'man
afterwards. : |
Note: Dr. James Dabney, referred to above was mar-
ried to Miss Emory Tabb, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Tabb of Toddsbury on North River in Glouces-
ter. They had a son, James, who inherited Exchange,
also on North River here.
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The following are excerpls taken . SyVsaSeE i isiiins v 7l s s s

from. 'The Story of Don Miff*', edited 15 SEEsmms G Sis
by Virginius Dabney and published by . B8 ds e =
Philadelphia in 1886. = = --:5’1; .
Mr. Dabney wrote from New York ;=
in April 1886 that the story was told to \" EEreuess
him by his friend, John Bouche ,gf G2
Whacker. Portions of the book relate .. MErEsEs
to a Christmas holiday Hffﬂ{?Wbﬂhmt BT
Gloucester County, 1860." '~ [PEiseg s
It was just one week before .
Christmas, —that of 1860, the last -
Christmas of the olden time, —that
Emington—that Virginia—forever and
forever—was to see—. But no matter,
we did not know it then. The guests
‘from Richmond were to arrive from
Richmond that evening. Everything
was in readiness. o e
The hickory logs, which glona my
grandfather—and his father before
him, for that matter—would burn
during the holidays, —lighting the first*
noble pile on Christmas Eve,—the
hickory logs were banked up, high
and dry, in the wood house. The
stall-fed ox nodded over his trough;
the broad backed Southdowns,
clustered together in a corner of their
shed, basked in the sun and awaited
a return of appetite; a remnant of §
sturdy porkers, left over from the |
November killing, that blinked at you
from out their warm beds, and
grunted when requested to rise,
suggested sausage; while over on .
Charley’'s farm, and under Aunt
Suky's able management, aldermanic
turkeys, and sleek, plump pullets, and
ducks, quacking low from very,
fatness, and geese that had ceased to_ .
to wrangel, —all throught themselves,
like man before Copernicus, the
centre of the universe. Then, in the :
little creek, too, which -ebbed and
flowed hard by, there lay bushels and
bushels of oysters freshly taken from
The River in front. These, too, were
ready; while, in the cellar, suspended
from hooks, there dangled, thanks to
the industry of Charley and the Don,
daily swelling bunches of partridges
and rabbit, of woodcock and of wild
fowl. |
And can you not detect the odors of
apples issuing even.from that locked
door? There are great piles of them °
stowed away there; and cider, |
suspect, is not lacking. And above,
the  storeroom showed shelves
weighed down, since the arrival of the
last steamer, with such things as
Eimington could not supply. Boxes
and bags and bundles gave forth the .
mellow fragrance of raisens, the
cheerful rattle of nuts, the pungent
savor of spices,—the promise of all
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* the cook, and her scullion, alone of
the ‘household, had no leisure for
putting on the Christmas look, busy
~as they were getting dinner for the
coming guests; cooks being, in point
of fact, among the few people, white
or black, that ever did a full day's
work in Virginia in the olden time. But
we have changed all that,—so let it
'pass. B
“Dey comin'l” eagerly cried an

housewife. On every whiff. floated
mince—pie, —mince pie embryonic,
uncompounded; with every sniff there
rose, like an exhalation before the
imagination, visions of
Plum—Pudding—of the Plum Pudding
of Old England, —twin sister of Roast

- the lane—gate.

The gate was swinging

on its
. hinges. ¥ |

the attitude of ‘runners awaiting the

Beef,—and, with Roast -Beef, . firmly,~shall | say widely?—but no,

!nseparabla attendant ~ and  they are men and brothers now, —with

mr.lisp_ensabia bulwark ~ of ° eyes bent upon the gate, but bodies

Constitutional Liberty. : - leaning towards the house, they stood
It was well. A

for a moment expectant. -

The noses of a pair. of horses
appeared . between
* gate—posts.......

Greetings over, our party dispersed

Nor in stuffed larder alone were
discernible the signs of the
approaching festival. Christmas was
In the very air. Old Dick's mien grew
hourly more Iimposing;' his eye, .
beneath which now trembled no.
longer Zip alone, but Zip reinforced by
double his own strength, hourly more
severe.  Aunt Phoebe, her head
forreous in a new bandanna (a present
from Mrs. Carter last Christmas, but
which had been lain folded in her
“chist” for the past year),~Aunt
Phoebe, chief of the female cohort,
and champion pastry—cook of the

and Mrs, Carter and their daughter
Alice, ~  Alice .with. the
merry—glancing hazel eyes; then
Mary Rolfe, demure, reserved. full of
| subdued enthusiasm, the antithesis of
Alice, but “‘adoring'* her—girls will
talk so— and adored by her in turn:
then the teller of this tale, making five.
In addition, there were two or three

county, waddled from room to room, young ladies, —all very
—serene, kindly, and charming,—but as they were not
pulling, - voluminous with her two destined to play any marked part in
hundred pounds, inspecting the work  OUt drama, why describe, or even

ol her subordinates, and giving a
finishing touch here and there. Polly,
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‘_‘urchin of color, who, with twenty.
things dear to the heart of the Virginia» * companions of both sexes, had for:

the past_hour had their eyes fixd opn .

With one accord they all assumed

signal to start. With feet planted

the

to dress for dinner. The new arrivals
were seven or eight in number: Mr."
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name them?

Only two of our guests had ever
spent Christmas at Elmington,— Mr.
and Mrs. Carter. Mrs. Carter was a
kind of far—off Virginia cousin of
ours, and it was an understood thing
between her and my grandfather that
she should come down to Elmington
every Christmas and matronize his

. husehold: else a houseful of girls,

whom he exceedingly enjoyed having

around niny,. would; hiav oangiess *and kissing them both with impartial

attainable. And a merrier soul, and

one who knew better how  to make-

young people enjoy themselves, could
hardly have been found. Mr. Carter,

an excellent, silent, sober man of

business, could rarely spend more
than a week with us; but his jovial

' spouse never gave us less than a

month of her charming chaperoning;

- and, on one occasion, | remember,

the unceasing entreaties of the young
people constrained her to prolong her
visit and theirs, from week to week
until two full months had elasped.

The net result, direct and indirect, of

that particular campaign was four
marriages, if | recollect aright,— so '

that Elmington had an established
reputation, among the girls, as a

was not a little proud.

~ “Young ladies;"” said he, walking
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up to Alice and Mary, and putting his
arms around their waists, as they
stood at a window, after dinner,
admiring the moonbeams dancing on
the waves, —"'young ladies, do you

~ know Elmington Is a very dangerous

place?’: .

“How dangerous?’’ asked Mary.

“‘Shipwrecks?"" suggested Alice,
nodding towards The River with a
smile.

“‘Yes,"" replied he, stooping down

cordiality, —shipwrecks  of ., the

. hearts."

CHRISTMAS EVE had come, and, as
usual, the holidays had been officially
ushered in by the noble fire of hickory
logs. A deep mass of ruddy coals was

glowing upon the vast hearth of the
Hall. Upon these had been cast a
hamper of chosen oysters. The
guests (it was the way at Elmington)
were expected to rake them out, every

" man for himself and his sweetheart,
- which gave a delightful informality to

the proceedings. As soon as the
roasting was well under weigh, two
enormous, ancestral bowls, one of
eggnog, the other of apple—toddy,

_were bought in. Later, there was to
. lucky place; of which my grandfather

be dancing. A dozen or so of our

" neighbors and friends were in the

habit of dropping in on us, on these
to help make us
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_E) rnlngtun Manor'’ as it pprud during
“the time which Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dixon

resided

The following is an excerpt from the book,

THE LIFE WORTH LIVING - A PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE by Thomas Dixon, Jr. published in
fMay, 1905. Thomas Dixon, Jr. also wrote THE
‘CLANSMAN and THE LEOPARD'S SPOTS while
residing at his estate "EI mington” in
:Gloucester. The two . novels

iinto the most famous and controversial films
‘of all time- 1914's "The Birth of a Nation". The
first cinematic epic traced the lives of a
Norrhem and Southern family through the
years of the Civil War and Reconstruction. It
was directed by D.W. Griffith and featured
such stars at Lillian Gish, Henry B. Walthall
~and Miriam Cooper. Movie-goers paid an
“unheard-of two dollars a ticket to see the film

which earned Metro Pictures $1 million for
its’

"IN OLD TIDEWATER VIRGINIA'

We moved to Tidewater Virginia, the home of Captain John Smith, the
ﬂldcsE sctilement in America and yet the most primitive, the most
beautiful and least known Spot 1n our continent- a bit of wild nature

slumbering beside the pathway of the rushing life of the Atlantic
seaboard. |

* Here we realized the first dream of life

hundred years old, called Elmington Manor, situated on the shores of the
Chesapcake Bay. Its ivory pillars flash their welcome from both sides of

: uge trees that shade its wide lawn.
The farm has five hundred acres, three hundred and fifty

cultivation and one hundred and fifty in woods. We keep cleven horses,

heep, four bird-dogs, chickens ducks and turkeys., W
: ] } - ¢
have a two-acre garden with greenhouse for winter vegetables, an :;crc of

strawberries, an acre of ras ] ]
; pberries and dewb
grapes; and old orchard th

lemperate clima

, @ stately Colonial home two

and a young one with all

: ‘ the fruits of the
_u:: and a mile water front with full ri

parian rights.

$ In the three
Gloucester, and
Chesapeake called North

i:mnl homes. These three

our millwheels and pour the;j

Oysters in the world. We have twenty-fj
in front of our home. ol

’n:lhccugzlds are full of quail. They nest in the garden and orchard and
S MIX wilth the chickens: while in unbroken reaches of three

thousand acres of forest roam flo '
cks of wild lurkeys whose ancestors
furnished food and Sport for Powhatan, Pocahontas and Captain Smith.

, 8iving us the finest
of these oyster grounds

. DIXON OWNED

were combined

distribution. | ¢

under

S and two acres of
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"The place was named
'El.mington' from Its gilant
elms. On the lawn now are
three hundred and ninety
frees, comprising thirty-
seven varileties. About half
of them are the evergreens,
holly, pine, cedar and
magnolia. Among them are
are water oaks four feet in
diameter, lifting their
immense limbs clothed In

shimmering green far above
of the house."

the roof
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Thomas Dixon, left, and son

"Reared in poverty during the
South's Reconstruction, he had
only two years of formal schooling
before entering ¢éollege at fifteen,
He became a state legislator before
he was old enough to vote, then
studied law but practiced only a
short time before turning his
restless talent to another
field...ministry. He abandoned the
ministry for the Chautauqua lecture
circuit...five million heard him
lecture. At the height of of his
career his name was in every
newspaper in the land..he made two

fortunes and he died almost
penniless.

— - - - "From the beginning of his
M“Anw‘-

1%~
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residence at Cape Charles, Dixon's
eye had been taken by a great
mansion across the bay In
Gloucester...The idea of owning
"Elmington Manor" as the estate
was called, was a dream that Dixon
had hoped someday to see
fulfilled... not lona before the
Spanish-American War, however,
Dixon's income from his lectures
had made him moderately
wealthy...so In the fall of 1897,
Dixon bought the new home and
entered upon an extensive

‘remadeling and decorating

program...upon completing the
outside remodeling, Dixon
commissioned Wanamaker's of
Philadelphia to furnish and decorate

'~ the Interior.” (later in 1905) "Once
.. - Dixon had decided to move back to
~ New York, Elmington Manor no

longer held the charm of previous
years. The many qualities of

~+ privacy and spaciousness that had

~drawn him so strongly to the estate
- now

appeared dull and
uninteresting. The long months
spent there as a novelist seemed to
drag on interminably. "When the first
boyish exhilaration passes- the
inheritance of childhood's
memories- a feeling of sadness

creeps over me. The house seems
immense, and cold, though | feel
the warm air pouring through the
register and a wood fire roars and

- crackles in the open fireplace. | am

mistaken. The room is not cold, and
a greater fear be in my heart. Even
the glow of a wood fire may not
reach the soul's hiding place.' ...As
he later recalled, the fascination
that lured him back to the city would
not be denied, 'l see the city's
lambent flame, the light that never
grows dim, the life that never
sleeps..| hear the music of the
orchestra, the tumult and the shout

- of Broadway on gala nights of grand

opera, the voices of my favourites

- singing as never before-and | am
[ g}ad-i-

from the book, "Fire from the
Flint" by Raymond Allen
Cook
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Old Mobjack steamer from the Old
Dominion line docked on Dixon Dale
pler
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"AMERICAN CHARACTERS by Richard F. Snow

EDITOR’S NOTE - The fol-
lowing article appeared in
American Heritage issue of
October 1980. Mr. Dixon
lived at ““Elmington’’ in

* Gloucester County when
* he wrote The Clansman.He

- - L I

preached often at First
Presbyterian Church here
and travelled in a sulky
from his home on North
River to the church in
Gloucester Court House,
according to the late

Eugene Streagle of Flat
iron,

“He had the short, heavy-set neck of the

lower order of animals His skin was coal

black, his lips so thick they curled both
. ways up and down with crooked blood.-

marks across them. His nose was flat,

-and its enormous nostrils seemed in

perpetual dilation. The sinister bead
eyes, with brown splotches in - their

whites, were set wide apart and
gleamed ape-like under his scant
| o

This rabid description of a black
trooper on duty in the state that had
until recently held him in slavery is a
typical vignette from the 1905 best
seller The Clansman Its author, Thom-
as Dixon, said, I had 4 message and |
wrote it as vividly and simply as
I knew how " And people listened. The
novel sold well over & million copi
went on to become D W
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n 1899 he left the ministry for the

lecturé circuit and toured the coun-

try until, in 1901, he happened to
attend a performance of Uncle Tom's
Cabin. Outraged by this attack on his
beloved Dixie, he sat down to write a
novel that would set the record straight.
Doubleday, Page and Company ac-
cepted the product of this fervor, The
Leopard's Spots, within forty-eight
hours after he submitted it. Set in the

postwar South of Dixon's boyhood, the I\ #'aﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ ol

book is a polemic against what its author
saw as the black’s blind and ceaseless
ambition to mate ‘with white people,
filled with such speeches as: “One

-1

~ GLO-QUIPS,

. was the only true enemy. And the only

i Fr n
" |
I

.ll
1‘_"‘

famous 1915 film, but Ihfnugﬁnui Dix-
on blandly maintained that he' was

e "-

I“:.i

1, staunch friend of the black (One black’
! critic replied, that this “profession of

friendship is, I confess, too subtle a
. process for the African intellect.”) Dix-

the Negro the horrors of the "war, of *
_extermination that’ was inevitable if
“this thing, half devil and half child’
.+ were allowed to remain in America.
;1,"“’& must,” he said, “remove the regro
. or'we will have to fight him.” = ' ¢ “
"% In a chapter dignified by the title
*. "Racial Philosophy in Dixon's Novels,"

~his biographer, Raymond A. Cook,

~ points out_that the man felt perfectly
~cordial to other minority groups—he
~ liked Jews, Catholics, and, inexplicably,
. was particularly fond of Turks. To him,

L {
5

the spectral foe of his’ youth, the
- 'imaginary night 'riders that the small

" boy had awaited behind his shotgun,

true heroes were the saviors of his

boyhood: although his books helped .
bring about the rebirth of the KKK in
the 1920's, Dixon denounced this “rene- .
gade” Klan as a band of ruffians and

opportunists, unworthy of the lofty
traditions of the original. T

uring the decade he devoted his

efforts to making cautionary

movies in his own studio—he
was convinced he could outdo Grif-.
fith—and, when that fell through, to
buying Florida land and building an
artists’ colony in the North Carolina’
mountains. He lost heavily; in a few
years he was broke. In 1939 a cerebral
hemorrhage left Dixon a semi-invalid, -
but his hot, intemperate mind contin-
ued to function. He stuck to his writing,
and was still on the barricades a few
months after his stroke, when he fin-
ished the last of his twenty books, The.
Flaming Sword. In it, black Commu-
nists take over America and found the *
Soviet Republic of the United States.
Dixon must have been bitter by this
time; it is the only one of his race-
struggle books that does not end with the
re-establishment of white hegemony
He had high hopes for the novel, but his

N

drop fw
of your blood in my family could push it *

backward three thousand years in histo-
ry. . .. I would kill her [my daughter]
with my own hand, rather than see her
sink in your arms into the black waters
of a Negroid life!”
The book caused a furor—one critic
called it “the most bigoted of American
novels”—but its combination of melo.
drama and venom made it an immedi-
ate success. Dixon, now envisioning a
trilogy of novels about the Reconstruc-
tion era, went on to churn out The
Clansman in thirty days. In a time of
increasing Jim Crow legislation, this
clanging paean to white supremacy
served as a rallying point for race
hatred. Dixon turned it into a play, and
fulfilled an old ambition by acting in it
for a season. It wasa popular success, but
even in the South it sparked rage
:vhcrevcr it played. Pronouncing it a
nightmare,” the governor of Alabama
said: “Undertaking to teach Southern

protests were voiced
grander scale after

)

. oninsisted that he only wished to spare
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vogue had passed. One Southern critic
saw the book as a relic, deserving “news

- treatment rather than literary criti-

cism.” It didn't sell.

Dixon died in 1946. Sixty years earlicr
he had written a poem to his fiancee
which included the lines, “A hell of

restlessness, [ have ;Irnined, drained.”

" ! Dixon must have come early to his
obsessive racism. Born in North Caroli-
na in 1864, the son of a Baptist minister, .
he grew up in the lean, violent Recon-
struction years, made the more brutal
- for him by constant beatings from his
father. Once, while he was still a small
_child, his uncle warned him that five
thousand black marauders were mass-
ing to sweep through the country; he
picked up a shotgun dnd stood ready to
- defend his home. Against this phantom
horde, the boy came to see the hooded
shorsemen of the Ku Klux Klan as
“knights of old, riding for their country,
their women and their God.” When he
entered Wake Forest College at the age
of fifteen, he wrote his first story—a |
saga of the birth of the Klan. His college
record was strong enough to win him a
scholarship in political science at Johns
Hopkins University, but on his twen-
tieth birthday the restless young man
left school and headed for New York
and an acting career that lasted until a
theatrical manager skipped town with
three hundred dollars of his money.
Glumly, Dixon returned to North Caro-
lina, entered law school, and, within the
~ year, ran for the state legislature and

won by a landslide. He did well in
politics and law, but both professions
soon paled: “the whole system of law
trials, the more I thought of it, seemed
little short of a crime,” he said, and the
politician was nothing more than “the
prostitute of the masses.”

He brooded about his calling with his
wife, Harriet, and finally found a career
during a walk along the beach. “I
descended from the sand dune a differ-
ent man. A light was shining in my heart
that would not go out.” He entered the |
ministry. |

He turmed out to be as able at
preaching as he was at politics and law.
Ordained in the Baptist Church in 1886,
he was soon called to an important
pastorate in New York City. There he
drew crowds with increasingly sensa-
tional speeches against feminism, popu-
lism, and black rights. Perversely for a

self-described “reactionary individu-

alist,” he also spoke with strength and
pity on the plight of New York's poor.
He was, he said, “full of fire and pizen,”
and he gave a lively enough sermon to
build a fortune on the public-speaking
platform. Before long, he was able to
buy a five-hundred-acre estate over-
looking Chesapeake-Bay and a yacht,
the Dixie. '
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"And we got It all In  scorched mud; and a cement
exchange for a few feet of cat-yard 19 x 20." "

The waters are full of fish, and our baby boy can catch enough for
dinner within a hundred yards of the house any day from the first of May
till the first of November. In the winter the wild ducks, geese and"brant .

the sport of kings. | |
Si;;e kecpp:pen full Ef diamond-back terapin as we keep a pen of pigs, '
and fatten them on crabs. Crabs and clams are so plentiful that they are
considered a very plebeian diet. We keep a maphtha launch, two small .
sailboats, three rowboats and a schooner yacht, > S 3
"I had always desired a home that had some association with history and -

yet one on which I might stamp the imprint of my own mind. Elmington
Manor fulfilled both these desires. The house, when we bought the estate,
was simply & square brick structure finished with Portland cement and
painted brown. It is beautifully situated ‘on a peninsula lawn of fifteen .
acres, From the land side the avenue drive stretches away from the gate
 though giant trees two miles to the hills and the country road. On the *
water side it looks majestically out to sea over a sunny stretch of
greensward dotted with holly and flowering shrubs. | |
Its roots are deep set in Colonial history. Its broad acres were & Crown
~ grant two hundred years ago. A short drive to the south is the village of
Yorktown, the scene of the siege and surrender of Lord Cornwallis to
Washington and our French allies. On this side the York River stands
towering old Rosewell, the most palatial country establishment in
America when built the the Pages. Near Rosewell is the ancient chimney

of the Indian emperor, Powhatan. This chimney was built for Powhatan
under the direction of Captain John Smith's colonists. Across the York

but a few miles from us are old Williamsburg and Jamestown.

The house was built by Dr. John Prosser Tabb, fifty-seven years ago, at
that time the richest and most influential man in the county. Its walls
contain the brick from the old house built in the earliest Colonial days.

These walls are three feet thick. The house is three and a half stories
high and contains thirty-two rooms. The hall is twenty feet wide, and
thirty-five feet deep; and from its rear circular wall the winding
mahogany stair sweeps gracefully up three stories into the gallery of the
observatory.

There is not a shoddy piece of work in it from cellar to attic. The
mahogany rails and spindles are the finest finished handwork, the
window and door sills are of massive Italian marble, and the hard pine
floors so evenly and smoothly laid they will hold water. The floors are
laid on oak sleepers set ten inches apart, and are black-plastered and
sand-ballasted. |

Hundreds of slaves aided the skilled workmen in its erection. Its
straight, massive, square lines gave me the opportunity to carry out my
dream of a Colonial home. It only required the addition on both sides of
the Greek facades with the pillars, and it was done.

We had men at work on the construction of these columns who never
saw a locomotive,- men of family who own their own homes.

[ put in a system of waterworks, with windmill for power, four
bathrooms, and a complete system of sewerage into tidewater. An

, ac:tylc_nc gas plant give us finer lights than electricity and for less cost
than city gas. We rummaged through the junk shops of New York and
dragged out a complete set of massive brass chandeliers, all over fifty
years old in pattern, had them cleaned at the factory, and they look as if
they have been built into the house originally.

Twelve rooms have open grate fires, and sufficient heat for all the
Spaces_secumd by placing two tubular hot-air furnaces in the basement.
EJur winlers are usually so mild that roses blossom in the flower-garden
in December.

I had dreamed this complete from the moment I saw the house. The
actual doing of the thing was a revelation and a liberal education. I
figured on $3,000 for the job of painting, decorating, water, heat, and
modern conveniences. ’

The plumbing alone cost $2,350! And I got good
The bills aggregated $7,500 RO Booc ywino:for. the; money.

But when it was done, it was a joy to look at it. The effect w '
?nd dignified, and yet homelike and inviting. We had snmethi:; Tiiﬁ:

Or our money, and, what was a great deal better, we had something that
would stand lhr:_ test of time. Its great hall and grand old rooms with their
19fty ceilings give meaning and dignity to daily life, and their memories
link us fcllnw.:ship and sympathy to a mighty past. ’

And we got it all for nineteen feet of scorched mud in New York.
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GOSHEN

- Colonial Plantation overlookmg
the Ware River from circa
1760. Includes 254 acres of

farm and woodland.

Extensive river frontage with
long pier and boat house.
Shown by appointment.

Gloucester/Mathews

642-2300

Toll-Free Peninsula

874-6722
Ui




S A, -

o

= S, T T

, “GOSHEN"
..;Jh"i oric Ware River estate in Gloucester County
iae9n sold for $1,125,500 in three parcels
ewih A. Joseph,unmarried, of Newport News. Mr.
3 u::-;r _is president of Great Atlantic, a realty

and "the

iIs reported to be
wealthiest person" in Newport News. It is reported that

development company,

he will make his home at "Goshen",
extensive renovation for restoration.
Mr. Joseph also purchased "The Cove", which adjoins
"Goshen", from Dr. Edward S.Bear, internist of
Gloucester, for $800,000. "Goshen" has been in the Perrin
family for almost two hundred years. The sellers,
Elizabeth MacKubin Lyman and Charles F. Lyman
inherited the property from her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Geoge Mackubin, Sr. Mrs. Mackubin was a mernber of the
Perrm family - WBIRIE Herner :

where he plans:
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Virginia Landmarks Register ¢ National Register of Historic Places




White Hall Plantation, noted on both the State
and National Historical Registers, is prominent in an
area renowned for its historical homes and fine water-
front properties. Sequestered near the end of a quiet
country lane in Gloucester County, Virginia, ap-
proached by a long drive lined with cedar, and sur-
rounded by 19 acres of lovely buildings and grounds.
the manor house is well positioned overlooking the
Ware River.

Time has lent a stateliness to this home en-
hanced by the magnolias and crepe myrtles, many of
which are over two hundred years old. The exterior is
solid brick, fired on the premises. The interior is full
of period detailing such as old wide pine flooring, door
locks and other hardware, and hand fashioned wood-
work. Subsequent owners have done their part to make
| the property all the more enjoyable, the present
| owners having updated many of the modern conve-
niences in their restoration. Amenities, such as the
pool, guest cottage, Dr. Byrd’s old office, and the
modern squash court further the potential of this pro-
perty.

White Hall is five miles from the picturesque
county seat, Gloucester Courthouse, only minutes
from the historic peninsula of Virginia (bounded by
the James and the York Rivers), and the noted areas of
.1 Colonial Williamsburg, Jamestown, and Yorktown.
o The location of White Hall insures complete en-
Joyment of all the water sports, such as sailing, power
boating, water skiing, and swimming. The Chesapeake
| Bay area has long been known for fishing and hunting,

with an abundance of fish, crabs, oysters, clams, and a
diversity of water fowl and other game.
: White Hall Plantation presents a rare combina-
tion of a period home with sufficient acreage to In-

sure privacy in an excellent area with homes of similar
character and prestige. The property has complete
access to the Ware River, the Mobjack and Chesapeake

) €asy access to the Newport News-Hampton Roads area
and a variety of shopping opportunities.

, it is not so warranted, nor is it otherwise guaranteed.
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%ﬁ/& dﬁ/o// circa 1690
A Historical Sketch

The patent for the land on which White Hall is situated was granted in 1666 to Colonel Francis Willis,
a member of the Governor’s Council. Colonel Willis was called back to England in 1676 never to return to
Virginia, leaving his land holdings in Virginia to his nephew, Francis, the son of Henry Willis. It was the
second Francis Willis who was the probable builder of the first part of White Hall, the present east section
(the kitchen and family room). This was originally a one story house with earthen floored English base-
ment constructed about 1690. The western section of the house, with beams running east and west, was
probably built in the 18th century, as was the north wing. All of the framing that is showing is clearly

marked as being pit sawn and hand hewn by adze and broad axe. ‘
About 1850, White Hall, which had fallen into disrepair, was restored and improved by D{'. Sar::mel
Powell Byrd. Dr. Byrd removed the north wing entirely and added porches on the east and west side of the

main house. He also built a small cottage to the left of the house which he used as an office. |
In 1927, Mr. Harry Hall of New York purchased White Hall and removed the porches. Upon his death

in the 1930, White Hall was sold to Mr. John Hays of Richmond, who restored the house to the way it

looked during Dr. Byrd’s time, changing only the porch on the river side, making :'t‘somew!mr larger.
The Plantation was purchased by Mr. George Cunningham after World War II. He improved the farm

and made it into an Angus breeding operation. . _
The present owners are maintaining the residence beautifully and have upgraded the physical plant to

include such conveniences as new baths, kitchen fixtures, and water source heat pumps for heating and
cooling.



TABLE OF FACTS

MANOR HOUSE: Four story, brick, laid in common bond,
slate and standing seam metal roof. Four bedrooms, four baths,
large porch facing east to the Ware River.

HEATING AND COOLING: Three new, highly efficient, water
to air heat pumps.

WATER: Several deep wells with excellent quality and flow.

POOL/GUEST COTTAGE: Two story, 3 bedrooms, 2 full
baths, kitchen and living room. The screened porch has a lovely
view of the lawn, swimming pool and the Ware River.

OFFICE/SQUASH COURT: Both recently restored.
GARAGE: 4 car with storage space overhead.
OTHER AMENITIES: Greenhouse, potting shed, and smoke-

house.

PROPERTY: 19+- acres, essentially all open, the Manor House
orounds are noted for their magnificent magnolia and crepe
myrtle trees which are among the largest to be found in Vir-

ginia.

WATER FRONTAGE: 800+- feet, on the Ware River, just off

the Mobjack and Chesapeake Bays, deep water 100 feet from S
shore. ER\VI. =
i k Rl
LOCATION: Historic Gloucester County of Tidewater, Vir- R Wt H ll
ginia, five miles from Gloucester Courthouse, on Route 668, e \yraite Liat s

only 30 miles from Williamsburg. Convenient to three airports:
Newport News, Norfolk, and Richmond.

L L L A T L
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PRICE: $825,000; or with 14 acres (excluding swimming pool

and pool house) $625,000. Also available, adjacent 68 acres,

along the Ware River and adjoining cove, with large cottage, . E

barn, corn crib, stables, and pier to deep water; separate sale at N lk

$595,000 orfolk:
Only the 14 acre parcel is now available for $625,000.

FRANK HARDY INC. REALTORS

FARM AND ESTATE BROKERS

INTERNATIONAL
413 PARK STREET
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

U.S.A.
TELEPHONE:804/296-0134 TELEX/TWX:5105875404

| 786

T e | _ 13
Confederation of International Real Estate «National Farm and Land Institute « National Association of Realtors
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‘First came the high winds followed the next week
by a snow storm which dropped about 5 inches In

the counties of Gloucester and Mathews. ““White

£
i

Hall’ is a Colonial estate on Ware River at Zanoni in
Gloucester County.

D — S

'..- - e - & I. e = =
“ ,'l'.' T - T ’ - . e v "
- | p— = = -
e e = w— - e P = ‘-'-‘.‘_',.ﬂ-—

Gloucester—White Hall

Letter to Editor 1975

Pasadena, Cal.

My Dear Mr. DeHardit, :

I have had made an enlarged photostat of "White -
Hall", which I cut from a Glo-Quips picture past
year, in order to make a needlepoint of it for a glass
tea tray.

As children, we spent every summer at Whitehall
with our grandparents, the Richard Corbin Byrds. I
want this work to be as authentic as possible, and as
I remember Whitehall, which is like your picture. I
know from my family records that William Powell
Byrd (1776) went there after his marriage to Susannah
Lewis in 1798. However, I remember grandma saying
the house was pre revolution, built of ballast brick by
a Mr. Willis, and later owned by a Corbin, Wilson's
Creek being a corruption of Willis* Creek. 1 would
like to approximate the building date; this will be
an heirloom for my children's children. If you
should have any data, or photo, or can tell me where
to apply, I should be most grateful. I want to defray

‘any cost.

If you remember my visit to your office to find

out data on Ann Sparke who married Churchill Gordon
in Gloucester in 1761, that may recall me to you. At
your suggestion, | went to the Huntington Library but
found only that 2 Sparkes came to Lynnhaven with
Adam Thoroughgood in 1631 and a James Sparke from
London came to Va. in 1635, butl could get no further
connection although I feel this is my Sparke, I did
not intend to write a tome, so thank you for your
attention and patience.

Sincerely,

Sally Tazewell Waller Luce

P.S, I love Glo-Quips; it recalls many happy times to
me who am now an old lady.

*%* “White Hall" estate on the
Ware River has beensold to o
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Banks of Q_:
Atlanta, Georgia, by Mr. and
Mrs. Gene Conner for $590: - - 1%
thousand. Mr. Banks will prob-

ably succeed David Peeples of
= Ordinary as head of Ferquson %
Enterprises. | 8

.
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White Hall as it looks today with the new additions

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Banks, owners of "White Hall" recently opened their
home for the benefit of the Gloucester Garden Club on Sunday, -December 12
from 4 to 8 p.m. The "Christmastime at White Hall" had a special

significance because of the recent completion of two new wings ontolthe.. ,
existing house which was built in 1815.

Dr. Samuel Powell and Mary Willis Byrd built the colonial type hoqse Efith
its huge chimneys and broad porches. The mansion stands three stories’
high with a basement. Mrs. Byrd was a descendent of the Willis family,
from whom the property was passed through for several generations.

The first Willis to own the property, approximately two hundred and fifty
acres was Francis Willis. He was a native of Oxford, England, a member of
the First Burgesses, member of the Council and died in London leaving his

property, named "Edge Ware" to his nephew. Ann Willis, the wife of
Francis, is buried in Ware Church under the chancel.

It is not known when the name was changed from "Edge Ware" to "White
Hall" but in 1752, the Education in Colonial Virginia stated, "Francis Willis

- of White Hall in company with many other distinguished Virginians,

-attended the school in Gloucester County of Rev, William Yates, Minister of
Abingdon Parish."

l|-|:

‘.

In September 19, 1793, a contract signed by Francis Willis, (he is believed to
be fourth generation) bargained with "Nathan Jacobs, of the County of
Frederick, distiller," to make good whiskey on the place at White Hall. Mr.
Willis demanded the whiskey be "merchantable and of sufficient proof.”
For repayment, Willis allowed Jacobs a holiday of twelve days, four times a
years and to have "two able hands" to assist him. He also promised to give
him room and board. It is believed that this was the same man who rode
horseback to Mount Vernon to visit George Washington for several days.
About December 4, 1797, Willis died and left a large fortune and nine
children.
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Shown in the dining room is Tyler Harris of Wi
South Carolina, former minster of Abingdon Episcopal Church. . © ik il
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WMrs. Gay Butler King of Gloucester carries her daughter, Caroline as they tour the new addition at
hite Hall. ,
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G?u the Open House, Miss CeCe Brown of s . T
7 ouceste kupt warm beside a heater while ﬁelling
OxXwood wreaths and much more in the tent

outside the home ;
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mcn is flanked b Rev. a_na Mrs. Huard Mueller of

Mrs. Arthur White of Cloucester served as a
hostess in the new family room during the open
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A THANKSGIVING AT A GLOUCESTER

PLANTATION - ““White Hall"

Written by a young lady from the Los
Angeles, California, area who recently
visited the Squires family at ‘“White

Hall”’ in Gloucester County at Zanoni. Perhaps it is the lure of the beach in me . . . butI was
: most attracted by the water, and clear as thought in my
"College is the key to tomorrow, the road that leads to mind is the image of the Ware River, washing the back

the future, and basks in the sunlight of success . .

Thus spake the educators . . thus're-spake' the parents, yards and flooding the nearby marshes. One evening,

close to sunset, while I was out in a small motorboat,

i+ tc 0. College is a broadening, @ ballooning of |
Seope and experience. But as to the direction. FORWARD B it aiead s whils w0 sricchiie ra il I
.. . I am dubious. For, under the auspices of College, lines upon the water. The movement of the boat had
I was recently treated to a journey into the PAST . . . a stretched the lines into bands and zigzags of color that
of America that reeked of history not yet tampered ,' floated like streamers on the surface of the lake, I then
by the fickle first of progress. I accompanied my room- raced home with the sun . . and I lost. I walked up the

mate to her family home in Gloucester, a post-card
plantation planted historically along the Ware River in
" the tidewater counties of Virginia .

-path towards the house, in blackness, noticing that the
lights along the shore with their reflections resembled a
row of inverted exclamation points. What a way to end

F_ T

There is much to be said of the small town sincere in et Ay N T e e s
its smallness . . . friendly people, fresh air, time to 1 | T I T T I I T B T
begin and finish things. But all this, of course, has al- Now it is nearly Christmas, and I am no longer in
ready been said. The real persopal beauty that I found in Gloucester. But every then and now. for the rest of my
Gloucester stemmed in part from all of the above, but it life, at times like this, I will sit back and sort through
flowered in the singular fact that Gloucester is a small : : the facts, and foods, and faces, of that glorious spot.

town exactly unlike any other. It has its own sights . . .

I will attempt to se te the events from the irati
white and bronze and marigold (in the fall). . . as houses pt P inspirations,

and plantations and bams and stables rest artistically ina o but I really can't, for they are so alike . . . all of them
frame of skybound trees. On a clear night it appears as a boundless factory of dreams.

though these trees stand like slender, straight candles, _*. _ Thanksgiving, or any day, in Gloucester is priceless!
each tipped with the flame of a solitary star. Gloucester

smells, too. . . of barbecuing leaves . . and of mist . . . ; : ---Danita E. Harrold (Dec. '71)

and occasionally on a downwind day, of the stench from
the paper mills. The "stench" is not really offensive, !
though, at least it wasn't to me, the visitor, because it
is genuine and it belongs there. . . and it is only when

a smell becomes misunderstood and misplaced from w here
it belongs that it becomes an odor (for that matter smog

= —— -—

might not be bad at all were it to stay in Hell where it I was awed by the magnitude and ﬂ:e.spread of the estate
belongs). . ’ | with its various components. . . the barn, the greenhouse,
It is not easy for the visitor to Virginia to adequately the gazebo, and the white picket fence so endless it 3
size up the place, and to slip each of these pieces of strode through the infinity of the distant forests, Like S
experience into the wholeness of 2 memory. It was espe- big words, though, this all became a customary part of ";
cially hard for me because I am nearsighted, with an in- my visual vocabulary quite easily. In other words, I

born tendency toward getting lost, and with an accompany- - became used to it. But one thing I never tired of watch-
ing deficiency in remembering names or directions, I did ing was this 20th centwry family functioning within the ¢

not see Virginia in any order or regimen, just some of her bounds of the antique, museum-like, atmosphere of the

places and faces at random. , . and these I will never for- dwelling. People sat on deacon benches watching foot-

get. ' ball games on TV and they dreamed on Robert Fulton's g
Disembarking with my friend in Richmond, I sailed * bed. But that's history, as we try tediously to make a |

into a sea of southerners. These southerners, I found, in monument useful. . . ¢

general were gracious, ostentatious and SLOW, Slow, not During the course of my visit, we toured Williamsburg,

especially in the physical sense, . . but, a well-ordered a colonial setting at the far end of the Colonial Parkw ay.

slow pace that mm a man to do jmt what he needs to, Williamsbmg was fﬂ!ﬂiﬂﬂﬁng, IEIIIIF a little crowded

and nothing more. _ and commercial, but very uncluttered. The only clutter =
= ol was organic. . . and I had the grandest time strolling down
I found agublunn, but more of a down to earth drive Duke of Gloucester Street, stomping in the leaves, and '
than that which I was used to. Conversations, seasoned tossing pistacio nut shells over my left shoulder. The lights
with snatches of drawl, concentrated on the themes of came out, and people went im, as night neared. The
f;m'ﬂ}immd Thanksgiving . . . Giving was in the air, I shops now bolted, emanated a friendly incadescence,
n't know about thanks, One cleaning man, though, as we followed the black road with the white-basted lines .

was accompanying his wall washing with a heated discus- - around and through classic shopping centers. I have fre-
:iiun npthNixnn. I locked around to see who he was argu- quented many a shopping center in my day, but never one
thg mubi - - nOone, ., himself. . . I guessed. That's 0 situated for window shopping, I visioned myself asa

e ui?i d!ﬂ with politics these days. . , it's all just too Norman Rockwell caricature with nose plastered against
one side glass panes and eyes wide. . . a little too dramatic a

My friend's mother and brother arrived sh and _
ey o e s ived by, and  represetaton, perae, bk ponanecs it the e

+
ways, and truck stops, and docks all shrouded in nj e
until I reached the reality of the White Hall plmaf;.fu' - o -@""7“" |
f; Gloucester. Once there I realized the seeping feeling 12 / |
holiday and family . . . a most ungeographical sensa -~ / 72

tion of family seeing that mine was nearly a U ited S
away. I had stepped into a world of tradiiinn,n;n?i j[.':uet*::::‘-:-Eﬁ
ter, and people New York bred who had emigrated south-
erly from a house in the city to this home in the country.
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gj E.:Glalbome Robins, Jr., at Selden in
~ Robins Neck, bring to mind the event in
- 1933 when H. N. Baruch shut th e gates
at his home, ““White Marsh Plantation”,
“evel Green’’, the home of Mr. Robins,
% president of A. H. Robins Company, Inc.,
ef Richmond, one of the Iargest pharma-
ceutical companies in the world, is closed
“to the public, while Mr. Baruch barred the
gates to his home to prevent his wife’s re-
turn from the inauguration of President
- Franklin D. Roosevelt.
~ Mr. Robins’ company has made national
news many times this year while being
sued by users of the Dalkon Shield, an in-
- trauterine birth control device.

_h,j—?#‘ j

hhhhh

T
s L = -ll
rxllliilihil”“' #:L-mi“ﬂ .,,.-r"'

A 4 T -é. . _;x—,--u
Iﬁ.ﬂ'i’ “"" m’#“ ] * .‘. ﬁ . . . i - "L - i .
‘n_—f"’ :

U. S. District Judge Miles Lord of Min-
neapolis accused Mr. Robins and officials
of A. H. Robins Company of putting pro-
fits above the health of women who used
the device. Judge Lord said more than

9,000 women have made claims against
Robins and there are more than 3,000
cases pending in the nation’s courts. About
2 million women in the early 1970s used
the shield which was taken off the market
in 1974.

U. S. Senator Paul Trible considered leg-
Islation in Congress to limit punitive dam-
ages against R<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>